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- A
Dedidatory Preface,
‘ TO THE
Modern MUGGLETONIANS

)
PRINCIPAL
STR,
HE feveral Opportunities 1 have had
of hearing you deliver your Senti~
inents refpecting the particular religious Pro-
feffiom you make, as being a Difciple of
Muccre ToN and Reeves, has indu-
ced me to confider fome of the grand Articles
3 of your Faith, and, in the following manner,
to give you my Opinion concerning them.
i As fas as 1 know, 1 have father'd nothing
upon you as a Principle of your Se&, but
! what you have owned as fuch; nor havel in~
b rended to confider all the Peculiarities of your
2 Syftem; bur only thofe rore general Maximson
q which the Whole of your Schemeis fupported.
If 1 have been fo unfortunate as to
have reprefented your Principles in a2 fomea
what different Drefs to what you would have
doney you muft excufe me; efpecially when.
I tell you, I have made ule of no other
Meéans of colleting the feveral Articles

herein




PREFACE, F
herein mentioned,. but only fome Picces of
Converfation I have had with you, and
fome others of your Fraternity.

The World perhaps may condemn me, as
having ill employ’d myfelf, fince your Notions
appear fo extravagant that no other Pen has e-
fteem’d you worthiits Notice: but as I have had
noill Defign, I hope, at leaft, for your candid
Reflettions, efpecially when I tell youthatthe
two Motives, which principally led me hereun.
to, wereafincere Love for Trath, or a Defireof
itfpreadinthe World; andaconcernforMen,
more particularly for you, arifing from an
Apprehenfion of your being miftaken; which
if fo, and this fhould contribute to your
Conviction thercof, would as a furcher
Confequence, prevent your diligent Endea-
vours to propagate thole your Miftakes;

and thus would not only juftify, bucamply

reward the little Trouble I have given my
felf, who am,

SIR,
Your Friend and Servanmt,
The AUTHOR.
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OBSERVATIONS

ON SOME

"ARTICLES

OF THE :

.
.

Muggletonians C R EE D.

HE firft Thing I thall confider, is,

an Opinion, which, although not
peculiar to the Sect called Mugglesonians, is ne-
verthelefs 2 Maxim, on which they lay a
confiderable Screfs; as, .

I. I have heard them afert, Thet Matter
muft bave exifted without Beginning; tho' as
the [ame time as an imert, and merely paflive
Principle, which m fome Part daf Duration be-
gan to be modell'd, and form'd by am cternal
A&ive Principle.

In Anfwer to which I would obferve,
that we can form no Idea at all of Matter,
ditin&t from, and exclufive of Magmitade,
Impenctrability, and Divifibility ; but if thefe
are effential Properties of Marser, then Mat-

- ter, as a Thing, or Being, .merely paffive,
A 7 could
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could notunbeginningly exift ; becaufe, it muft
then have exifted with fuch Properties as do
invariably imply Defign 5 For Me;gdmde, Im-
penetrability, and Divifibility, are fuch Proper-
ties as conftantly render their Subfef? capable
of being altered and changed, in ir’s very
Mode and Form : And as no Account can
be given, or Reafon afligned, why any one
Particle of Matter thould have exifted unbe-
ginningly in one Form, more than in ano-
ther; and, as it’s poflefing any onc Form
muft ceruinly be the Effe&t of Defign; there~
fore I conclude, that Marter could not exift
cternally 5 i. e. withcur Beginning. '

Butagain; That Matter could haveexifted
unbeginningly, as an inert, unaive Prin-
ciple; andafterwards, or in fome fubfequent
Part of Duration, could begin to be paffive,
i e. begin to be wrought upon, will appear
abfurd, if we confider, that Durationapplicd
¢o an ecternal, unbeginning Being abftrac-
tedly confidered, -is Nonfenfe, and abfolutc-
ly impertinent : Befides, the Difficulty of

* imagining, how this cternally independent

Being thould degin to be. independent, is un-
furmountable. On the other Hand, as we

can difcern in this inert, una&ive Matter, the
evident
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evident Signatures of Defigw and Comrrivance,
to anfwer all the Puspoles for which it is made
ufe of, we may with infinitcly lefs Difhculry
fuppofe it to be a Kind of Effeél, or Produce
of the unbeginning ative Principle, and
as fuch, difpoled of by him at Pleafure,

But again ; Matter could not exift eter-
nally, as an unadtive, inerc Principle, becaufe

" no End can be afligned for it’s {o eternally ex-

ifting; but it muft then have exifted ufelefs-
ly ; which. cannot (I think) be fuppoled;
of an eternal, ind:gxndcnt Principle.

It may be replied, That we can form no
Idea of the etcrnal affive Principle, as exifting
without Beginning; which is certainly true:
and it muit be confefled, that was he fuch
a Being, as.we could form any adequate,
or full Ide2 of, he would lofe all Manner
of Claim to thole Perfelfious we {o propese
ly attribute to him ; and could neither be
eternal in his Duration, nor mfmite in his Na-
ture, or Being. Notwithftanding chis, he
is {0 far difcoverable, as may be of Ule and
Advantage to us, even in this our State of
ImpesfeQion and Tryal: Neverthelefs al-
though we can form no determinate of

clear 1dea of Unbegimingmefs, yet from fuch
' A 2 Argu-
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Arguments which may, and often have been
urged 4 Pofleriori, we are certain, the firft
Caufe could not begin to exift; which Con-
clufion is undoubtedly certain.

Nor.is, what fome affert, at all conclufive
with me, @iz. That God could not exert
his Power without a Subjeff, on which he
might exert it; fince the Notion neceflarily

" confines Deity, and introduces the Idea of

God as a dependent Being; becaufe it
{uppofcs, fomething muft neceflarily exift
befides himfelf, to render him a&ive, or
without which he could not be an active Be-
ing ! There islefs Abfurdity to me in ima-
gining, that the Power of God could give
Exiftence, or, inother Words, produce an
Ens or Being; and if I fay from nothing,
though I can form no Idea of Non-entity,
yet in the Notion there is mo Oppofition; in-
afmuch as Norhing cannot oppofe: Nor am
X capable of reducing fuch an Effe@® of the
Power of God to an Abfurdity, much ks
to a Contradittion.

But again ;- let it be confidered, that the
Production of what we call Life and Moti-

the
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the Creation of inert, una&ive Matter, or
the giving it Exiftence ; and therefore I fce
no Reafon why we fhould boggle at the No-
tion of infinite Power cffeting the larser,

“any more than the former ; nor does there
appear to be lels Wifdom and Power neceflary
to the Support and Prefervation of the Uni-
verfe, than tothe making, framing, and giv-
ing it being.  But to proceed;

IL. The Muggletonians affert, That two dif-
fevent Principles did always, or eternally exiff,
viz. A good, and alfo an evil Principle; and
thas the Devil bad a carnal Knovledge of Eve.

I have already obferved, that one Notion
of the modern Muggletonians is, that Matter
exifted eternally, altho’ as an inerr, unaQive
Thing, or Being; bur if (o, then this ewil
Principle could not have this una&ive Thing
as the Subjet of its Exiftence; becaufe thac
would deftroy the Notion of its being inert,
and unalive; neverthelels, they feem to
affere, Thac it exifted as diftin&, or really,
as the good Principle, or God exifted : |
fhall therefore endeavour to evinge the Falficy
of this Opinion, or Tenet; and would
obferve, that two Oppofies could not always

. have
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have exifted, except poflefled of equal Ca-
pacities; and even then it appears to be ma-
thematically falie, becaufe they muft then
mutually deftroy caclh other, their Forces or
Influences being equal, but yet diametricall

oppolite and repugnant to each other: Bu{
if not equal in their Forces or Influences,
owe muft have deftroy’d the other, that other
having been wmegual in its Force, or Re-
fitance: But Good and Ewil arc diredt
Contraries, and according to their degree of
Impetus, ot Influence do oppole, repell, and

deftroy each other; thercfore they could not

exift eternally.
" Befides, Ewil, moral Ewl, could not ex-

ift bue in a SwbjeF capable of moral Good, or
moral Evil; buc the Frff Caufe of all Things
is not capable of both, He being invariably
good; therefore il muft have been originated
froi a Subject capable of both; which Sub-
je€t muft have been no otkier than aCreasure:
confequently, evil was not unoriginated.

1 add, without a Power of Choice cither
to do well or ill, no Creature can be efteem’d
a moral Ageéne; or, in other Words, his
Condu& can have no Conne&ion with Re-

wards and Punithments: confequently the

Maggk.
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Muggletonians walk ridiculoufly, when they
affert, ¢ That a Parc of Mankind, are
« the Spawn of the Devil, or the Produce
¢« and Offspring of a carnal Knowledge -
the Devil had of Eve: whilt others, wiz.
themfelves, areonly and truly of the Seed of
¢« the Woman;” which muft.import thus
much, (if they have any Meaning at all,)
wiz. that the Seed of the Devil dre, and can
only be guided and govern'd by this evd
Principle; and that the other, wiz. the Seed
of the Woman, can only be influenced by
the good Principle : Upon which Hypothefis,
all moral Agency is deftroy’'d; becanfe all
Mankind are hereby pur into a- Neceffiry of
belonging to, and being govern'd by, the
one~Principle, or the other.

As an Inftance of the incredible Infatua»
tion of this Sef, I-will relate a Piece of Con-
verfation whick paffed between ruo of thefe
Muggletonians; my Information was from
a Perfon then prefent, who heard one fay
to the other, upon fome Injury that he had
receiv’d from him, « That he, i. e. the ine
«¢ jurious Perfon, wasadanm'd Rogue; andalfo’
“ wifhed God to damm him! bur, fays he a-

gaun,

LY

¢
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“ gain, 1 know you can’t beeternally damm'd,
“ becaule a Muggletomian!” altho he had all

‘ along infited upon his being one of the vileft

of Men! But to proceed,

I muft here again ask thele Gentlemen,
How they can, with any Juftice to their rea-
fonable Nature, imagine that the Sopent, or
the. Dewil in the Serpent, could lye with
Mother Ene, fo as to caufe her to conceive
and bring forth the proper Offspring of fuch
Conception, without fome diftin& Charac.
terifiics or Marks, - by which it’s Sare mighe
be diftinguithed to be the Serpent or Dewil 5
and not Adam? Or was there no Diffe-
rence in Specie between Adam, and che Devil »
on the contrary, we afluredly know, chat
all mixed Copulations and Engenderings are
conftantly difcovered by the Faetus,  On the
other hand, how come thefe Gentlemen to

know that cither the Devil, or Serpent, were

capable of fuch an 4 with Eve?

The Muggletonians further fay, That the
Tree of which Eve cat, called the Tree of
Knouledge of Good and Evil, was ber be-
ing overcome by the fglorious Appearance
the Devil made in the form of an Angel of

Light, ——— But the text fays, Thar after
the
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the Woman bad reafon’'d with the Serpent
about the Prohibition, that fhe faw the Tree
was good for Food, and.thac it pleas’d her
Eyes, &c. infomuch as being {way'd by
thefe Motives, the took thereof and did
eat, and gave alfo unto her Husband with
her, and he did eat: No, fay the Muggle-
tonians he did lye wirh Eve, which was his
cating; as her’s was lying with the. Serpent;
therefore 1 infer, that the Sin of Adam was
his attending to the Law of his Make, and
his comporting with the Command of God,
Be fmithul and multiply! But in w. 12, of
the 3d of Genefis, Adam faid, Shc gave me
of the Tire, and I did eat, i. e. according to
the Mugglewnians, cicher the Dewil, or Eve's
Body muft be the Tree; and then it runs
thus, She gave me of the Dewil and 1 did eat;
or elie, She gave me her Budy, and 1 did
cat, i e, Ilay with her. Let it be obferv'd,
that the Fruit of which both ear, was the

Jame, if the Hiftory be true; and the Afion

is defcribed as the fame m both likewife,
2iz. cating; hence it lies upon the Muggle-
tonians to prove, that if Eve’s Tranfgreffion in
cating the forbidden Fruit, was her Coution
with the Devil, how could Adam be guiky
of violating the fame prohibition? The

' B Muggle-
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Muggletonian’s appealing to the Account of
the Virgin Mary’s being over thaddow’d, for
Proof of the Poflibility of the Devil's lyin
with, or tranfmuting himfelf (as they caﬁ
it) into Eve, foasto caufe her to conceive;
is altogether romantic! Becaufe there is a
manifelt Difference between the Power of
God being fupposd to form a Man in
the Womb of the Virgin; and the Sup-
pofition of an ewil Spirit or Angei impreg-
nating 2 Woman; inafmuch as ic is highly
improbable that thac Rank or order of Beings,
of which the Devil is here fuppofed to be,
were ever made capable of propagating their
own Species: But upon the fuppofition thac
the Devil a¢twilly did lye with Eve, he
| mult yet be as capable of lying with any of
) her Daughters, and therefore might lon
ere this %avc exterminated or dcbauchccgi

the holy Seed. Nor is any Muggletonian
affur'd that his Wife may not become fuch .
| a Proftitute to the Devil, and he himfelf
be obliged to wear his Horns! *

* This remark is the more & propes, from the account Revehtion
gives us, of Nambers of Angels who left their firft Stations, and were
Contederates in the Apoltacry, .

How
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How fhocking muft this be to every
vittuous Woman, to imagine that fhe is e-
qually expos'd with Eve to lofe her Virginity
by the Cunning of one or other of thefe Devils?
except fhe can fuppole herfelf more Wife and
Vircuous than Ewe was; or, that thefe Devils -
are fince become more chafte, orlefs capable!

Befides, how canitbe prov'd that the Devil,
fuppofed to be an immortal Spirit, fhould
communicate a Property he had not, wiz.
Death,” or Mortality > much more rational
is it to {uppofe with fome, that the forbidden
Tree was the Serpent’s Food, or at leaft was in
its own nature noxious and poifonous to
an humane Body ; and as fuch, upon the eat-
ing thereof, di(gos’d the vital Fluids to fuch’
undue Fermentations, which eventually maft
deftroy their Texture and Frame. And
hence may we be able to find a very ratio-
nal Senfe of that Text, as i Adam all died,
or became fubje& to Mortality by an here-
ditary Conveyance of 2 diftemper'd Confti-
tution; fo in Chriff fball all be made alive, 1. e.
be raifed from the Dead.

I would further obferve, that the Mug-
gletonians feem to have introduced this mon-
ftrous Notion' of the Devil’s begetring Cain,
B 2 and
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and of Cain’s being a Devil, in order to
account for the Diflmiliom of Charallers
amc'mg Men, and the true Origine of
Evil.

To obwiate which Difficaley, let them
pleafe to confider, that Mcn appear to be
univerfally poflefs’d of the fame Kind of
Soul that Adam at firft was created with;
j. e. 2 Soul or Mind capable of chufing or
refufing; nor docs it appear, that our State
of Tryal differs from his in any relpe
for the worfe, except it be the ill Exam-
ples and Infiruttions of Parents Guardians and
others with whom we converfe in our imma-
turc Age, which makes the Difference. As to
moral Ewil, or Sm, it is certain, as this is
no other than a Trangrefim of a Law;
{o this could not be convey'd or propae
§ated by Gemeration; and Man muft be the
ame he ever was as to his moral Capacitics;
altho’ the Circumftances of his bodily Frame
may be abterd; and therefore they talk
wildly, who afferc cthac the guile of any Aétion
of Adam in a moral Senfe can be either con-
vey'd, orimputed to me. But if the Mug-
gietonians Senfe be a truch, I being a Son of
Cain have his devilith Nature convey'd tome,

by
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by whichIam only capableof Evil; Iand may
‘hereupon poflibly condemn the Author of my
Nature -as being wicked, but can no way
cenfure or condemn my felf ; I-being only
what he has made me, or fufferd another
to make me. :

But I would further obferve, that no
Bemg whatever could be conftituted and
made with ewil in his Frame, inafmuch as
every Creature is the Produce of mvariable
Goodnefs ; therefore, upon the Suppofition
that the Devil could propagate his own
Species by Generation, fuch Production
would only partake of his Phyfical Nature,
but could not poflibly be a Devil, 7 e. an
immoral, vitious Creature, till by alike
Acquirements with his Sire, he had aGually
made himlelf {fo. Nordo I fee how it can be
madeappear, thatany Being whatfoever, can
either implant or propagate moral Evil in any .
Subjed, but by the a@ual Confent of that
Subjeét.

IIT. Another Notion the Muggletonians ad-
vance, is, That GoD ALMIGHTY exifts in the
Form of an old gray-hair'd Man, about fix
Feet high; and that this bodily Shape of God,
was the Model.of the humane Strutfure; thus

under-
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wnderflanding Moles, as intimating to us when
be fays, That God made Man in his own
Image; that the Refemblance here imtended,
was the Refemblance, which the external Shape
or Figure of Man bore to the external Appearance,
or Body of God the fupreme Being.

T remark, that fuch an Imagination of
Ged, would introduce an inextricable Laby- -
rinth of Difficulties; as firft, we thould be
naturally led to'aturibute Age, at the fame
Time wecan by no Means apply any Mea-
fure of Duration to him; i.e. we can’t fay
he is older to Day, than he was a thoufand
Years ago; or that he was younger when
he laid the Famdations of this Earth, than
he will be at the Day.of the Reflitution of
all Things. Agam, We fhould hercby be
led to attribute a Chamge in his Being; at the
fame Time, we cannot imagine abfolute Per-
fellion capable of any; and of which the
Scripture expreflly afferts, That with him is
not fo much as the Shaddow of Change.  4-

. gain, We fhould be led hereby to affix Li-

mitations to his Being, becaufe any Kind of
Form or Shape would imply this; but if he
poflefles Immenfity and Infmty he is indifcrib-

able, and will admit of no Reprefentation.
On
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On the contrary, it appears with great Force
of Reafon to me; that the (upreme Being
can neither have dge, the Likenefs of Age,
or Shape, or Figure afcribed to him; whole
glorious Nature and Being, the moft exalted
Intelligence can ncither defcribe, nor fully |
underftand ; but whofe moral PerfeQions,
and Defigns of Government, have been
explained in the cleareft Manner by the Man
Chriff Fefus. _

I add more pofitively, G oD cannot be
fubject toany Formor Figure ; becaufe Formand
Figwre are only Accidentsof Beings, and are inr
their own Nacure variable ; and therefore no
Being whatever can refemble Gop, i.e. in
his Being, or Nature confidered abftractly,
for thefe can be no Defcription of, becaufe
no Bounds unto his Being ! he fills by his
Prefence all Things, and is filled of none!
agreeable to which, 1 have heard of an ho:
neft Clergyman’s being in Company with
the late famous Mr. Collins, who, in che
Run of Converfation was ask’s by Mr, Col-
lins, wwith a Sneer, If he could tell how &g
« God Almighty was? Yes, replied the ho-
« neft Man, I can tell both how big, and
 how little he is: He is fo big, that the

" Heavem
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““ Heaven af Heavens can't contain hint
¢ and (o little, that he can dwell in an hum-
¢¢ ble and concrite Soul!”

Bur to return : 1f God exifted in the Form
of a Man, as I faid before, he would have Ac-

" cidents attributed to him, which cannot be ap-

Plied toa Being, without Beginning of Exilt-
encein Duration, or Limstation of Exiftence in
Space*: But Form and Figure can belong on-
ly to Beings that are murtable and limited;
they themlelves being fo, confequently can-
not belong to God. I add, that it feems
very prepdﬁcrous, that AMan fhould be repre-
fented as madein the Likenefs of God, becaufe
of the Refemblance of his bodily Form or
Scru@ure; inafmuch as this is allow’d by all
wife Men to be the more vile and inferiour
Part of the Man; and not only fo, but thas
very Part of him which was fubjected by the
Curfe to Mortality, and Corruption.

- Befides, fuch an Idea of God as exifting
in the Form of a Man, is by the Apoftlecon-
demn'd as the moft grofs, ignorant, and Im-
pious, Rom.i. 12, 23. profefling themfelves
to be Wife, they became Focls; and chan-

* I leave it to the Metaphyficians, to difcufs the grand Queltion,
viz. Whether Spare, be not a Propeity of Deity, in which aliBeings

‘exift ?

ged
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géd the Glory of the uncorvuptible God, into
an Image made like to corruptible Man;
&c. fo that this appears to be the very Foun-
dation of all that Idolatry and Wickednefs
which follows: But if the Muggletonians
will yet defend it, they muft ac the fame
time alfo give us a Vindication of all che
Idolatry, and Image-worthip, not only of Pas
gans, bur alfo of Popith Chriftians.

ThefeGentlemen furely don't confider, that
fhiould we form fuch [deas asthey would have
us of God, we fthould darken thofc nobler,
and more rational ones, entatained by a
Socrates, a Plsto, an dAntommsus, and many
other Heathens, who fpoke and wrote of
the fupreme Being, as the Soul of the Univerfe!
the incomprchenfible Mind ! a Spiric not to
be defcribed ! and who never feem once to ¢
have thought of this fuperannuated, or ra- -
ther childith Idea of his being an old Man !
placed no doubt in a fine Elbow-Chair,
whiltt direCting and governing the Affairs of

the Univerfe.

IV. The Mugglctoﬁian’s affert, That the fus
preme Being (<which I apprebend is an unchange-
able and impaffible Being) wwas tranfmigrated

C o
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énto aw Infant, and confw'd ~withim the Enclo-
fures of a Woman's Womb !

Give me leave to fay, the Notion fhocks
all my thinking Powers! and is truly fo ro-
mantic, that there appears little need of any
reply; however, if this could once be prov'd
iz, that he could become an Infamr, }
would readily allow, that in Confequence
thereof he might become an old Man too!
but can a reafonable Mind smagme, that
Deity could alter cicher its Nature, or the
Circumftances or Manner of its Exiftence?
if it can, where fhall we find a fuze Refuge
in diftrefs> of old, it has been obferv'd,
that becaufe Deiry changeth nor, therefore
Men migh reft fecure in the Confidence they,
put in him. 1Infine, Tranfmigration, Tranf
mutation, or Tranflation are abfolutely incom-
patible with thole Ideas we form of the in-
finitely fupreme Being. But could he in
the Muggletonian’s fenfe become a Child, then
the Body of God which before was in an-
tiquated Form, might thus be renew'd, or
refrelh’'d; by reafluming an Isfamt State;
but this is fo ridiculous a Subject that it is 2
moft ungrateful Task ro purfue it; therefore
I leave it and proceed. -

V. The
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V. The Muggletonian’s affert, That whilf

Jelus Chrift was om Earth, there was no God

tn Heaven ; and that awe are thus to conceive of

- Jefus Chrift; as bsing the SupREME Gop.

As to this Article I will own, that if he
was the Supreme God, then whilft He was
upon Earth, there could be no God in
Heaven; otherwife, there were w0 Gods:
But nothing can be more exprefs againft this
opinion, than the Do&rine which Fefis taught
of himfclf; fee all his Gofpels, in almoft
every page of them; but more particularly,
Fobn v. 30. where he fays, he can of his own
Jelf donothing, but as he hears, he judgeth,
and his Judgment is juft, becaufe he fecks mor
bis own Will, but the Will of his Facher
which hath fent him. And agam, werfe 3 1.
he declares if he fhould refer Men to his own
Teftimony of himfelf, fuch Fvidence would
be inconclufive; then he tells them, thac
altho’ ar his Baptifm, God bore Witnefs to
bim, yet they, not convinced by this, ap-
ply’d to Fobm, to know his Opinion, whofe
Teftimony of him was, that he was zhe
Meffiah: Yet he did not need to reft the Evi-
dence wholly here; fot he had a greater

C 3 ~ Witnefs
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Witnefs than that of Fefm, or any other
Man, even the Miacles he c..aitandy
wrought by that Ponver he received from his
Father; for thele Miralles fully 'prov'd that
God fen: him; as Nicodemus, one of the
Jewith Rulers, had alrtady confeft, as well «
as others, that no Man cou'd do 1= Works
he did, exccpt God was with him; and it
is added in @. 37, of the sth of Fohn, That
the Father himfelf whc had fenr bim, had
born witnefs of him. Upon the whole, if
Chrift was the StrrReME Gop, how could
he of his oun felf do nothing? As be h.ard
he judged; pray who did he hear? and his
Fudgment cwas Fuft, becasfe be fonght wot bis
3 own WiHll, but the Will of bis Farher who had
fent kim; Fere could be no Propriety of
Speech, if the Father here fpoken of, was
him{clf; befides the Conclufion would be
falfc 1n the 31 @. and the Argument drawn
. from the Teftimony of his Father, would be
; only Delufion, referring to the 37 . 1 com-
- parifon with the Contexc; befides, asnoBein
can properly befaid to bea Witnefs of himfclf,
fo lis 7.flim: 7y cannot by any Law be ad-
mitted as couclufive; therefore Fefus refers
them to Fobn; to hisown Works, as wroughe

— by
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by a Power he receiv'd from God; and ap-
peals to the werbal Teflimomy which God his
Father gave of him. I might mention his
telling his Difciples that he would 4fcend 2o
bis Father, aud their Father; to bis God, and
their God; which could not poffibly have
cither Tvurh or Propriety of Speech in it, if he
himfelf was the Supreme God; for he could
not afcend to bimfelf, or defcend from him-

felf 5 nor could there be any Being which

could ke call'd either his Father, or his God.

Bur if thefe Muggletonian Notions of Fefus
Chriffi can be defended, then I confefs the
Papifls may with as much Reafon expe&,
that their Do&trine of Tranfubflantiation may
demand credit; as being, if poflible, as lide -
offenfive to thofe reatonable Powers with
which God has endow’d us.

V. The Muggletonians fay, That awhen
Chriftdied, Goddieds and that them there wasno
God either in’ Heaven, or on Earth; but that
before be died, he invefled Moles and Elias
with his Power, fo that the World was govern'd
and inanaged by them;, way, that by them Gop
HiMSELF <was raifed from the Dead,

Let
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Let it here be obferv'd, that when they
{ay, That God (i. e. the f{upreme Being)
died, when Jefus Chrift died; they don't
confider thac the Life of Fefus Chriff was took
away by the Hands of wicked Men; but no
Creature can be fuppos’d capable of taking a-
way the Lifeof God ; finccitmuft giveusa weak
Idea of the Maker of all Things, to imagine
any Being, or Number of Beings, could de-
ftroy bim: or that any Ewil can affe& or
alver sumchangeable Goodnefs! or that any Good
can be fuppofed to deftroy its own Nature,
or it felf: But if God dy'd, there was an
Effett produced by fome Caufe; when at the
fame time, ‘no caxfe can be found equal to
that Effe¥; therefore God could not die.

Ifafter alt, the Muggletomians thould aflcrt,
That God had an Ead ro An{wer by dying;
I hould ask, what Fnd? had God miftaken
in any part of his Condud, thatPuniftment
ot Pemance became neceflary to bring him
to Repentance? If nor, his Creatures dong
azrong could only affeck their own Happinefs;
and therefore, the Creature only ftood in
need of an Application to himfelf, in or-
der to his being correCted and reftored.
Again, as the Fuffice of God can never intend

- any
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any ‘more than a Capacity and Inclination
of invariably doing Right; hence che very
Fuftice of God would be impeach’d, hadiv ,
demanded fuch a Kind of Satisfaction as
its own Death. To illuftrate this Marter
a lictle by an eafy Simile; ¢ Would any
¢ haman Prince be cfteemed wife, fhould
¢ he appoint thie Punithment' of himfelf ity
¢ order to corte@ fome Rebels, and recon-
cile them to his Government? oras a
Means of reconciling himfelf o them and -
becoming more propitious, muft he be
in a Rage with himlclf? and pour out bis
Wiath upon himfelf2 or -elfe, the wife
Prince’s- Juftice could not be fausfyd;
that is to fay, if any of his Subjeés of- -
fend, according to the Rule of Right and
Equity, he muft inflit Pains on him-
(clf, in order to deftroy his Subjc&s Ens
mity! This Sort of Conduét indeed mighe
appear jultifyable, if the Prince had pro«
vok'd his Subje@s to Rebellion by {wer-
ving from the Rules of Right himfelf; buto-
therwife, would betray Weuknefs not Wif=
dom in the Prnce, and expofe him the
more to Coniempt.

T.
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Nor can it be the Cafe with the allwife
and good Bemg; for he could no way be
injur'd by the Sin of Man; Man’s Sin eould
only injure himfelf, as becoming diforder'd
thereby; therefore it can never be fuppos'd
God thould be revenged on himfclf! fuch
Sort of Conduct indeed fometimes appears
among the moft abandon’d of his Creatures;
which human Laws declare to be Felo de
f¢s, and as fuch punithable; but the Sup-
pofition becomes blafphemous when apply'd
to God.

But further, the Muggletonians aflere,
That tho' God died, his Power did not die;
for he invefted Mofes and Elias therewich.

This is indeed afferting thac the Power of
Deity could be alienated from Deity, and thae
Deity could be divided, feparated, and di.
folv'd: bucif God died, and not his Power;
then God could be God without his Power;
and therefore the Power of God muft be ef-
teemed as fomething diftinct and foreign
to himfelf. I am furpnz’d that Men of
any degree of Thought, cannot fee the Fallacy
of the Propofition! In order to illuftrate
this Mater a ligtle, give me leave to define,
what is the Idea we univerfally form of Power,

when
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when apply’d to God; and it is ftrictly a
Capacity «we attribute 1o him as the Subjeft
theveof, from which that Capacity cammot be fe-

parated: for Power cannot exift at all with~

out its Subject; but if the Subje&t be de-
ftroy'd, all Capacity of 4Qing, &c. of which
the Subjet was before poflefsd, or all
that Power which could be attributed to it,
muft be deftroyed allo. I add, that the S»-
preme Bemg cannot communicate any Degree
of Power to any of his Creatures, that can
leffen or {ubftra& from his own Capacity ot
Power. Nor is he capable of alienating any
of the real Properties of his Nature, or of
becoming any bcher than what he always

- was, without the leaft Alteration, or Change.

Befides, the Muggletonians themfelves will
often afferr, That the Effnce of God cannot
be divided; but if not drvifible, there could
be no Separation, theréfore God and his
Power could not be™feparated.

But let usexamine how or where the Mug-
gletomians (ay, God difpofed of his Power be-
fore he died? Why, they tellus, Thactruly
hie put his Power into the Hands of Mofesand
Elias; and that they did atually govern, and
manage the World, whillt God lay dead!

D .

" nay,




{ 26 ]
nay, that He was defalfo raifed from the Dead
by their Hands!

I cannot forbear calling this the moft
furprizing Stretch of Enthufiafm I ever met
with, and did I not know, thata Leader of
the Setf and fome others are good-natar'd,
and, in other refpeéts, well behav'd Men, 1
fhould have thoughe that Lumacy was infepa-
rable from the Fixednefs of thefe Rowings nge
Imagination! :

More directly, as I have already afferted,
that no Capacity or Power can exilt without
a Subje&; fo I further afferr, chat no Swbjef¥
can poflels a Capacity or Power to which it is
smequal: But the Power of God, (by which
I would be underftood to mean all along,
the eflential Power of God) is infinite; and
therefore could not be fupported by Mofes
and Elias, who are finite; confequently Mofes
and Elias did not poflefs or exercife any fuch
Power. Nor can I imagine how thefe Gen-
tlemen will give a Soldtion of the following
Quettions; as firft, What Quantity of this
Power they aflign 1o Mofes2 and how much
to Elias? Which of thefe was the firteft
Subjeét in which this Capacity or Power might
beft refide, and by which be ‘exercifed 2

' Or
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Or’ whether an equal Part of Power, was
bequeathed ro each. each having an equal
Degrec.of Skill to manage it 2 Or whether the
whole belong’d to both, and that both of them
becamebutoneidential Subje thereof > *

I can with fome others form fome con-
fiftent Notion of God’s producing a Being
with fit Qualifications, . as an Inftrument by
which he fhould makea World and then fup-
port it; and there appears nothing contradic-
tory inthis: But to (uppole, that 2o Creatures
fhould be made capable Subjects of the bound-
lefs and immenfe Perfections of Deity, is to fup-
pofcthem equaltotheCause oF ALLTHINGS!
1. e. equal to that, to which ihey are unequal!
which is fo abfur'd, thatit appears to me no
better than a wild Flight of the Imagimation.

VII. The Muggletomians tell us, That they
bavve received an infallible Key 20 the Bible
from Muggleton and Reeves, the Founders
of their Se€t: who they affert to bave beew under
the immediate Infpivation of God; and as fuch
were the two laft Witnefles, and Prophets
Jpoken and prophefy'd of im Scripture.

® If this were a Truth, ic woulappear that Mofes snd Elias diﬁ'el’e;

very much Irom a)l other Priefls that ever I heard or read of, inafmuch as
when they bad the #le Powsr in theis hands, they did fo volantarily pare

with it!
D 2 Before
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Before we admit this as a Truth, it will be
proper for us- to confider, whether the
Doé¢trines or Opinions thefe Men advanced
will give any room to concludé, they were
Men thus extraordinarily favourd from
Heaven, or what other Evidence they have
given of it: As to the Opinions they ad-
vanced, I have already taken a view of them,
and imagine I have prov'd, that they are
wholly inconfiftent with the Suggeftions of
the Divine Spirit, the Spiric of Truh and
Order: Neither can it be made appear, that
they had any Commiffiom from God as his
Prophets; becaufe, they claim'd an uncrea-
turely and inhumane Authority of damni
and faving, whom{oever they pleafed! This,
if you will, ¥l call a Criterion of their be-
ing wile Impoflors; but not of their being
Divine Prophets! No, the Claim is too un«
fufferable; the true Apofiles never aflerted
fuch a Claim, .but made rational and modeft
Addrefles to Mankind, conftantly inform-
ing them of the Connection that there is
between Virtwe and Happine[s; Vice and
Mifery: They urged Mens Attention to the
Reafon and Fitwefs of Thimgs, by Motivesdrawn
from the very Nawre and Tendency

| thereof;
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thereof, and from the exprefs Promifes and
Threatnings of God; hereby proving thac.
God has confirm’d this Fitmefs by the Tefti-
mony.- of his Son: and St. Paul gives them
a Motive from his own Example, afferting,
That tho” he was an Apoftle, yet he kepe
under his Body, and brought it into Sub-

.jection, left that by any means when he

had preached Chrift to others, he himfelf
fhould be a Caff away; i. Cor. ix. 27. which.
ftrongly fproves, that St. Paul had no fuch
Power of danming and faving Men; nay, in
the 2 Cor. i. 24, he tells them that he had
no Dominion over their Faith: and in G4/
vi. 4, he fays, Let every Man prove bis
oum Work, and them foall be have rejoycing
in bimfelf alone, andwot in another; for every
Man fpall bear. bis oum Burdem. Jesus
CHRIsT himfelf never afferted any fuch
Clam, but all the Encouragements he-gave:
Men of Eternal Life were conditional, and
always re{rc&cd .the Bwefs of the Subje&t:
Nay I'll add, that Gop ALMiGHTY cannot
will any thing in the prefent cafe, refpect-
ing the final State of Men, that can be:
in the leaft contrary to his own Perfections,
or the Frame and Conftitution of the Crea-

ture.
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tare. Therefore Mugglezon and Reeves, could
receive no fuch Power from God.

Their Pretenfions to Infallibility muft cone
fequently ftand upon a very bad Foundation :
cfpecially if we confider, that the facred
Scriptures can no longer be efteem’d as an uni-
verfal Rule of Fairh and Condul¥ to all who
have them, if none but a fmall Number of
thefe have a Key to the underflanding of
them; but if God has vouchfafed this ne-
ceffary Knowledge only to one Sert of Men,
the Scriptures muft be cntircly afelefs to all,
but thofe who have the Happinefs of being
well affur'd of the Senfe of them from thefe
mfallible Guides; and therefore our Saviour
and his Apoftles thould kave added to their
Command cf learching and examining the
Scriptures; that as ioon as the two greac
Prophets Muggleton and  Reeves  fhould
come, we fhould no longer have occafion
for ufing our own Faculties in Searches after
Divine Knowledge, but attend to them and
to their Followers, by whofe infallible Gui-
dance we thould have Eternal Life: Befides
had this been a2 Truth, methinks it would’
have been neceffary, that thefe fpecial and
peculiar Favourites of Heavem, thould h;:v:

ad
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had fome extraordinary Endowments as
Characeeriftics or Marks by which they
might have been diftinguithed as fuch;
but we have no authentic Account of their
having had any thing like it. |

On the other hand, I own that, for my
pare, 1had rather continue my Opinion, that
the Scriptures are conftantly «nlock'd and gpew

to every honeft Enquirer; and are yet i .

profitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Cor-
rection, and for Inftruction in Righteoufnefs;
and that fuch a fincere Enquirer may in any
Age or Nation be perfected by them, and
throughly furnithed to all good Works;
and that none but unflable or infincere Men
can wrelt the Scriptures to their own
damage.

Again, I would obferve, that a Pretence
to Infallibiliry, has never ferved any valuable
End cither in Church, State, or civil Life:
In che Church and World it has produced
the moft difmal Effeéts; wherever, and fo
far as it has bad any Influence, it has in
proportion become the Engine of all Sorts
of Villanies, Cruelties, and Inbumanities!
nor can any Man be fafe in any of his
Propertics where it gains the dominiol:x!

what
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what havock it has every where made, the
concurrent Teftimonies of Hiffory for many
Cenuries fully evince.  In Gl Society, we
do all abhor the Thoughe of being guided
by an implicite Faith, or of yielding up all
our reafonable Faculties, even where our
prefent Interefls are only concern’d; furely
then in Affairs of the laft Confequence, we
ought certainly to view {uch Maxims with
the utmoft abhorrence! The Law of Na-
ture, and the Revelation of Jefus, both
condemn them; let us therefore guard a-
gainft any and every Pretenfion to Infalli-
bility, and treat it with the utmoft Hatred
and Contempt, both in our felves, and
others; and inftead thereof, as che holy and
beloved of God, let us put on a contrary
Spirit, viz. Humility, Meeknefs, Charity.

Again, the very Nature of Religion con-
demns any fuch exorbitant Claim in any
Man, or Sett of Men; inafmuch as it re-
quires a Conformity of Condu& to our own
Principles: i. e. we are to be fully convinced
of the Juftnefs of every Principle upon which
we act, otherwife the Actions we perform
thereon, cannot be denominated cither juft,
or reafonable; fo that it avails nothing at

all
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aJl.to ds what is the Opinion of others, {ince
theic Faith can no way ferve us, or ftamp a
value. on our Condudt, any further than we
fee the Reafonablenefs of it, and by a full
Convi&tion of Mind imake it oar own. Not
isit poflible that anyMan can form andrticle of
Faith for any other but himfclf, becaufe he has
noPower to command the Aflencof another; ht
may, itistrue, pronounce Anathema’s again(t .
another Man's Servant, as iscomimon with cthe
Muggletonians 3 orhe may, as the Pope and his
Agents have done, add coercivg Methods, to
propagate what he calls the Truzh, and think all
the While be does God good Service : Butif hé
reafons at all, he mult fee that he violates
the Order of Nature, and applies the mof¥
forcign, rude, and impertinenc Means
to obtain the End he aims at! for, it is de-
monftrably plin, that Fudgment and Con~
[feience are the moft facred and unalienable
Properties any Man can poflcfs; and in the
Nature of Things are abfolutely incapable
of becoming the Property of another.

To conclude, what pity is it that Men'
thould build upon the clear, rational, andin-
telligible Scheme of Chriflianiry, fuch abftrufe,’ !
heterogencous, and wild Opiions! wich lefs’
. E aftonithe
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aftonithment might we have beheld fuch

like Extravagancies among the Religious, or

Devotionalifis of the Romith Communion,
where their Famaticifm arifes from a recom=

mended, and chofen Ignorance.

I thall finith the Whole, in the Words of

the Fudicious and Learned Dr, JEREM1AH
HunT.
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¢ Since then there have been falfe Pre-
tences to Revelation, it cannot but be
look’d upon as highly realonable for Men
to exprefs Caution, and to be always on
their guard in Cafes of this Nature.  This
Conduét cannot fail of being pleafing to
the firfl Caufe, who is the Eigbcﬂ Rea-
fon ; and itis very needful for us, unlefs
we will lie open and expofed to the dari

and delufive Pretenfions of every wilﬁ
Enthufiat. — That it is allo reafonable,
that our Powers fhould be capable of
diftinguithing true Revelations from
groundles Pretences thereto; or elfe it
will be to litte Purpofe that we exprefs
any care in the exercife of them. They
may cven as well drive on without any

concern to dire® them aright; if we are
. “ not
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‘¢ not capable of forming Meafures, which,
¢ upon Examination, fhall appear folid to
¢¢ fteer them, in order to our arriving at
¢ Truth and Happines. The bare Sup.
. ¢¢ pofal that we want fuch a Cafacity, is

“ to make Man, who is the nobleft Being
“ in our Syftem, and Reafon, which is his
¢ moft diftinguithing Endowment, more
“ vain, and lefs fitted to compafs the End
¢ for which he was formed, than any
¢ Being around us; -which feems to be
‘¢ monftroufly abfurd. *.

*® See his Effay for explaining Seripenre Revelations, p. 9,8,

FINIS




