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THE

Fier that I bad, for the ufe and [atisfattion of a private S
Friend, made j{m engquiry ir:t;:%; Prfsc%l(gf ‘the . ’
~ contemptible Selt, known of late times by the name of 3
; Muggletonians, Ithrew the Papers afide, as thinking ~
the time not ar all well fpent, that I bad employd in reading thesr g
Books, and in the Examination f' what s made up of ‘gzpkt;,
Nosfence, and Abfurdiries:  But bowever, I was o evarn-
ed with to permit them 1o be made publick ; which I :j_j%m:
to, wot fo much for the fake of thofe poor deluded Souls that are wos 3
over to thas perniciom Sect, that baving no (hadow of Reafon for 4
sts fupport, will mos fubmit to the tryal of it and [o are wmcapa~ S
ble of Argsment 3 but for the fa others : And to give the R
World an inflance of the power of Enthufiafm, and bow far it
expofes Perfoms to be led w;? by the confidence or craft of amy -
Pretender, bow ignovant or felfifh foever be be, o
And of this {‘erﬁ were the firft Ring-leaders of thes Selt, John.
~ Reeve 4nd Lodowick Muggleton, in rbe year, 1651. & time of
Univerfal Liberty 5 and which gave an opportunity for the worff
of Men to went the abfurdeft and moft infamons Errors.

The former of thefe, ]. Reeve, by Profeffion a Baker, prevended
that the Lord Fefus to birs by Voice of Words three days to-
gother 5 and wirk fuch a Godlike Majefty, that ke faith a{' bimfelf,
fﬁdid pot know whether I wasa Mortal Man, or an Immortal
God. That the Voice told bim, that be bad given bim Underfiand-
ing in tbe Scripture more than all the World befides : And thas be
bad given L. leton 10 be bis Mowth, and that they two were
the taff Commiffioners to the World 5 and the rwo WitnefJes fpoken

W

of Ravelation 111h, whoexerci’'d @ Commiffion of anbigher nature
thawm thoft of the Propbets and Apofiles; and that they more,
and bad @ greater power than any of them ; as they could blefs or
curfe, fave or damn, so aB Etermity irrevocably. “And therefore,
| wééﬂ-l" wld oppofe or wilifie this their Commiffiom and Do
&rine be guilty of the unpardonable fin againft the Holy Ghof,

- Aecordingly when thefe rwo were tried, 1653. at the Old Baily, ‘ «:%
before she L4, Mayor Fowke ; and ordered so lie in Bridewell 5 7%

Maniks,




o The Preface.
Months, they gave Sentence a ainft the [aid Ld.Magor, the Re-

See Letter 1o corder Stecl, and the Faury, after this manmer. In obedience to
Ld. Mayor, and our Commiffion received from the Holy Spirit, &re. we ipro-
the Remonfir. pounce you curfed and damned, Soul and Body, to all Eternity.

SR
s
S
%

Now if we come to enquire into their Doélrine, there is nothing
more ablurd, falfe, and precariows: As they tell ws, God bas a -
Body like thot of a Man, ﬁf very flefh and bone, and that the Tri-
nity, er Father, Som, an Holy Ghoft, are only rwariety of [gmes :
That God the Father left Heawen for a time, .and became a»’{‘ééfgs
wmortal Man sand diedsand was buried ; and thas during bis abfedice
from Heaven, Llias did there s'?aﬁr;: bim; and was the Protector

God, duwring his Minority in the Earth; and that God was raifed

om the dead by a compait with Elias, who furrendred up all a-
gain to bim. ,, | .

They fay farther, that there was but one Angelthas fell, and that
be entyed into the Womb of Evely ber confent, and theredied; and
that Cain was the very Seed of that Serpemt Angel; and fo was
Brother to Abel, only om the Mother’s Z}e. And that from bim
fprumg all the Carnal Seed of Reprobates, who were ot of the
Seed of Adam, fuch as Cain and Judas, &c. s ”

Tbey hold farther, that there is mo Devil ar all without the Body
of Man; and that be is no otber than Man's Spirit of unclean Rea-
fomy and curfed Imagination. Nay, fometimes they will derermine
as pofisively in matters of Hiftory and Philofophy ; and tell us gyf

2

the Lord, that the Epiftles of the Apoftles were awrore in Hebre
Greck, and Latin : That the Sun and Stars are bur little bigger
than they appear to be: That the Sun's Eclipfe proceeds from jss
neaynefs to the Moon ; and that no one can foretel] Edép es but by
Infpiration. : : :
Moarwvellows Difrcarfes ! Andwhich our Aftromomers and Alma-
nack-makers are much bebolding to them for.  For whilt Mew of
Learning in that way thought they went by a certaim fruk?’ Nazgre,
and conftant Objervation, they thmk too meanly of themfeloes.
Thefe new Commiffined Men inftrull them better 5 and tell them,
they write thesr Epbemerides and Almapacks by Rewelation, if they
therein infallibly foretell Eclipfes, as ‘ﬁ;gf Aftronomer doth nor 2
* By this, we bave atafte of. thefe néw Prophets pretences ;" and
may fec that thsir Hiftory, Phidofophy, and Divinity, hrémuch alike,
and the aﬁf"zrmf Fraits of Igmorance, Confidence; and fmagmm
Bur T fhall leave tiefe to be bandled in the follnving 73*:%7,% 1
o : . . % E




PRINCIPLES
- | O“VE 1 4 - |
MUGGLETONIANS -
co N S1 D{B‘R':}.i[ |

%

N the treating upon _this Subjed, there are ewo
Queftions to be taken info Confidétation ; iz,
1. Whether ‘Jobu Reeve 4tid Lodowick Muggleton -
< are kent from God: Ahd, 2. Whethet they are
the Ziso Witmeffes in the xuth of the Revelation ¢~

'y ti? k%Y

CHAP L  ¢
P Whether they are [ent from God 2

Here premife, That 2 man may pretend to be fent,
and to have a Commiffion from God, when heis
not fent, and has po fuch Commiffion. =~ .
SQ éld}aéx Robins, of whom %.Reeve and L. Mug gﬁ:ﬁ j’sg; .
gleton fay, that be is the laff and grear Antichrift [poken Trewr(p.6.7.
of in the Theflalonians. | tahy ik
8 Such




he Prfrzciples of

- | Such allo were Jobn Tanee, Bull, Varnum, Evans, as
o they confefs. * |

True Interpret. So 2 fay .&he:.dﬁantﬁrs andgggkﬁrsweré fhﬂé o

of Reveter. cb. Chrifts and falfe Apoftles.
79835 Therefore they plead, That there was a meceffity of
Lok, glafs,  the witnefs of the Spiryty becanfe of late and ar prefent
Cho22.0. 15 fo many feveral Antichriflian Spirsts are come forth,
.-ffmmwiance”f’ infer, B amxglefﬁglf angt .. {ug-
gleton calh proke thit they are fest ﬁnifcmf ioned
from God, more than thofe were whom they grant to
be Impoftors and Deceivers; we.have no more reafon
to believe they came'from God, and were fent by him,
than they themfelves had reafon to believe that the

o

foretentionad Deceiveds” cari® frémy Gpd. | For do
them they were‘fen’t%r&m ‘God ?%c%d ‘the others
alfo declare. &

2. Thereforée wg muft dnquirh/in¢s the Evidences
and Proofs they bring of their Commiffion. This
they grant a proper way.,, ... oo

G il Bk €alld's Lokl 1f dbums
Men ?peéfas 'Witne[fés, or Prophets, iﬂ’%m:&éfdj fene
forth by a Powerful Commiffion from the Everlafting God,
| are there mot certain Divine Seals to diftinguifb between
] | thofe Embaffadors which are infallible, and ~them that
are but falible? ., . =

§

€k 27. 1,38,

In treating upon this, T fhall edquire,

Q. 1. What are the Evidences they bring; and whe-
ther they are not fuch as'otfer Deceivers have alike
pretended to, and even exceeded themin?

Q. 2. Whether there are not as great Evidences a-
gainft them, as they have againft other Pretenders »

If we prove the former, we provethat they have no

fufficient Evidepce; and they have not -thofe Divine

Seals, which (as they fay) diftinguith between thofe

E] ot

.
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the Mugglcmmﬁs o

‘Embaffadors that are infallible, 2nd tﬁcfe that are &I-. |
Iliblee.
If we prove the Ia:ter, then they afe no' bctiet tbaa |

Deceivers.

Q. 1. T fhall confider what the Evrdencas are which
they bring of their Divine Commiffion 2" -

And they are thefe, as I find them fcatter'd up and
down #n their Books. -

1. A Voice to J. Reeve, three feverai Mornings, i in
the Year, 1651, ;

2. That their Commiffion is fuch as ﬂever was
before, wiz. wholly Spiritual.

3. That there is no contradiction, and that through-
out there is no point in the Book call’d the Laoks
glafs, contradi@ing it felf, nor one another,® 3' " 6o.m. 36,

§

4 Becaufe it difcovers all irrational Opinions’ con-

cerding God, . Look, glafs. ? .

0. fie 37
. Becaufe it allows no Man to marther another, ?

to cut off the head Magiftrate, &, | w3
6. Becaufe it denies all Power, prrxrﬁiﬁl or N’amra!
to be capable to act without a ¢ontinued L@ht m, 19
proceed from a Spirsttxal Body, &
7. I’s from an unerring Spirit, becaufe they were
. induced to write a Volume as Iarge as the Biblé, and
as pure & LanguaBe-as that i is, w;;ﬁ;wt iaekmg ima-
ny-writing whatfoever. b-T12 a4,
8. That fince the Apoftles W‘arfh:p ceafed, which
“was in or at the end of the ten Per{%cmmas, and a-

bove 1oco years ago, not a Man hath been commif- Forful News,

fioned till they, 7. Reeve and L. Muggleton, were. 3. 44,
Thefe they cail Infallible Grounds. .

B2 - Thefe

|
4

i
N
.-
1

ME Lok, glefs. p. ’




4 v The Principles of B
Fhele | hall “exaqine, and try whether they aze -
fufficient Evidences, and Infallible Proofs of a Diving
L. Charailer. A Poice. Of this §. Reeve faith, The

Lord Fefus by woice of words fpake to me, [aying, I
See Tearfees )0 given thee wnderflanding of my mind in Scriptures
dent Spir.drea- . : ﬁ
tife,§.1.0.4.. above all Men in the World, &c.
Quakers meck. Fhis he makes 8 neceffary and ditinguithing Cha-

| ’;Z’ defr ra&erff a true Commiffion ; fo he fith of others, for

o

p.1it.n 43. Want of a true Commiffion by woice of words from the God
Revelat of Heaven and Earth, they do not declare, &c. It is
p 4o.n 21, God's [peaking plain words to the oytward Ear thar doth
make a Man a Commiffioner.
Now I fhall thew this is no fufficient and diftin-
. guithing Chara&er. o "
1. This is no diftinguithing Characer according to
b gl them ; for they fay others had imaginary and lying
Iﬁ lf‘(aa § Poices. Bugif Voices be common, both to true and
1z 117168, falfe Apoftles, how can it be a proof of the truth of a
T tons 26 Commiffion? and how fhall we thereby diftinguifh the
197.2 34 true from the falfe ? o
2. This is no fufficient and diftinguithing Chara&er, .
according to the Apoftle, if it be alone without other
Evidence, and much more is it not fo, if contradi-
2 Perer 2. 14, Cory to Scripture, we bave a more fure word of Pro-
18,19 | ?b‘ﬁf’ &c. {aith Sth P eter. ,
| 3. I's not fufficieat in it felf ; not to the Perfons to
whom the Voice is faid to come: for they may be
impofed upon by Men (as Pope Celefline and others.
were) or by Evil Spirits, or by imagination, as they
grant, when they call them imaginary Poices.
~ And much lefs is it fufficient to others that heard
not the Voice, but only have it from them that fay

they




the Muggletonians coufider’d. S
they heard it ; and fo gre lisble to be impofed wpon
by the Craft or Imagination of others, | :
So that if they will pretend to 3 Voice for the proof
of their Commiffion, we cxpect to have fome proof
‘that they had fuch a Voice, and that this Voice came
from God. |
And efpecially, becaufe they fay that they Seal up
Men.to Eternal Life or Death irrevocably; and that
whoever fpeaks againft this Commiflion of theirs, Remmp. . ,
hath committed the unpardonable Sin, and fo is by 11 12
them pronounced curfed Soul and Body to all Ecer- ?"g”k;”if@
nity. ( | Letter }o_d
Which being contrary to the temper of the Gofpel, 3. . 5
and what they have no written Authority for, they 4. : Sl b
are oblig'd to fhew fuch Proof for as is Infallible, or
elfe are grofs Deceivers. |
1L Charatter. Their Commiffionis fuch as never was
before, as it's al Spiritual ; and as they had more Spi. T rfendear.
ritaal Underflanding than all the World befides; and fuch ézi:?af.p 158,

85 never was reveal’d before. g ;.?.?7; . I,
> = . @ s 1 ugg ctan':
5. I anfwer the pretence to its being Spiritual is no Epiff. to Laok.

fufficient Evidence. For they grant that amongft thofe ¢efr. . 3.
that were Deceivers, there was a great pretence to
Spiritual and inward Voices of Power ; to Spiritual ﬁﬂf glafs. p.
appearances in themfelves ; to Spiritual Light and pure 167, . 1 u
Worthip ; to Spiritual Power and Signs, to the being Trs2.p. 7.
Spiritual Officers and Embafladors. |

Which yet they themfelves call Spiritual Witchcraft, Revelp. 156,
and lying Wonders, and Counterfeits. And fo theirs |33 5 152"
is no more true or Spiritual for their faying fo, than s 3,4,5.
thofe that they condemn. Lok &left. p.
" 2. To plead that they have more Spiritual Under- 171, 5, 33
flanding, and that they reveal what was not before,
is no more an Evidence that it is true, than it may

be




§ The Principles of ,
be that it is falfe. Jobn Robins pleaded that he came
from God, nay, that he was the God and Father of the
Lord Jefus Chrift, and confirmed it (as Reeve faith)

Tranfeend. p. 7. DY great Signs and Wonders, [uch as the Popes could never

4 * foew, to- the amazement of many deceived By bim, &e.

And, without doubt, he would as readily declare,
that he had more Spiritual Underftanding than all
the World befides; for the Letter of the Scripture
s filent in it. And this they will grant was fuch
Doctrine as never was before ; and confequently its
no fufficient Plea, nor by which they can prove their
Commiffion to be true, more than 7. Rodins could
prove that he was God the Father. .

It is not then what they profefs to reveal that is
fufficient ; but the point is, whether what they fo
profefs is true 2 And that is to be proved by fome-
what elfe, fuch as Scripture or Miracles, .

This fhews the Vanity of what they fo often ap-
« peal to: As when they fay, This is a true T effimony,
Toanfeendenr. that be hath fent us by bis Holy Spirit; becaufe there i
psle nowe upon this Earth that beareth witnefs unto that My
é';“:kfpf ;f; b Fefus that was crucified at Jerufalem, fo Je the only
25.99 m 37. God and Everlafting Father, but we only. S

For fo might 7. Robins have faid, there is none
that beareth witnefs but my felf, that the Trinity of
Perfons is Adam, Abel, and Cain (as F. Reeve faith he
profeffed.) And fomight Fohn Tanee have faid, there
s none that beareth witnefs, but my felf, chat there
Reminftr. p- 4 is no Perfonal God. | T

frall refts upon their fay fo, but where is the proof
Where is the Scripture, where the Miracles, that
they prove their Commiffion, and their Do@rine by2
For to prove their Commiffion by their Docrine, is

much

Tfﬂﬂfftlcf; r7.




the Muggletonians confider’d. ‘ -
rhuch one as to Prove their Do@&rine by their Com- ‘, N
-miffion. And yet thisabfurd way do they take. For
asi them how they prove their- Commiffion? They
fay, 'Becaufe there is-none upon Earth that beareth
witnefs that Chrift crucified was God the Father, but
we. Ask them again, how they prove the truth of Lug, g, ».
their Doctrine? They anfwer, by their Commiffion. 99 ». 37, 38.

3. The:matter of Fack is not true; for there have
been  othérs before them of the fame Opinion; fo
fittle reafon have they to claim the firft difcovery to
themfelves ; as I thall prefently fhew.
. 4 It's an ill fign, that this fhould be the firft difco
very, and that for above 1600 years, the whole Chri-
ftian- World fhould know nothing of ir, as they
themfelves acknowledge.

111, Charafler, or Proof of their Commiffion, is, That .
throughout the Book, call'd the Looking-glafs, there is
no poiat contradi@ing it felf, nor one another; which
he calls an Infalible Proof of the Truth of this,

If there was no other proof of a Point contra-|
di@ing it felf, than what is here afferted, that is fuffi-|
cient. For he faith, That to have no point contra- 3
di&ing; it felf nor one another i a Book, is an Jufal~ .
lible Proof of the Truth of that Writing. By
which Argument, every Book confiftent with it. felf,
would be neceffarily true; whereas nothing more.
evident, than that a Book may be confiftent with it
felf, and yet. be falfe. ‘ o

. As for inftance, They fay that one Bufand Farnum, .
and others long before them, have pretended to be ~ .
the two Witnefles in the 11th of the Revelation. | =
~ Suppofe we now that thofe two bad wrote a Book Zwk. glafr. p. .
(as L. Muggleton has done) and calld it, & True®-":%--
< | ' Interpretatios | <




= The Principles of ~ |
Interpretation of the v1th of the Revelation ; would
that have ‘been a fufficient proef of the Truth of that
Writing, that there was no point in it contradiGing
it felf nor one another ? I trow not; and yet no ome
can deny but fuch a Book mighe have been fo con
trived. And I durft have put it to the venture, whe-
ther, if this be true, it would not have been as much
a proof of their being thofe Witnefles; and they mig
have alike Subfcribed their Book, as he doth his; wiz,
By Bull and Varnum, the two laff
Commilfionated Witne[fes. o

And as this is not an Infallible proof of the Teuth
of the Writing, fo much lefs of the Divine Infpiration
of it, and of their Commiffion : For a Book may in
all points agree with it felf, and contain nothing bue
Truth, and yet be of Humane Invention.

If a Book be inconfiftent with it felf, it's to be fure
not of Divine Infpiration; but it hay be confiftent,
and yet be only of Man's Compofition, | -

And yet they fail in this point; for it will be a

- difficult matter to reconcile it to it felf : For they fay
they write from an Infallible Spirit, which implies the
Lok, glafss higheft certainty, and yet fay, Jam perfwvaded in my
14 m 2g.  Spirit, and I do rather belseve that there was feven

bundred thoufand, than fsven thoufand,. theugh the Revew
Revelat.p.143. Iat;os of John doth exprefs it to ke bmt fevew thin
e . |
To ke perfwaded, and to belicve 3 thing to be fo,
are inconfiftent with Infallibility ; for that admits no
lefs than T am fure of it -
So again, Muggleton faith of the Angel St. Mattbew
. fpeaks of, that perbaps it was we more to his vifble
- fight; and fpeaking of St. Fobw's Revelation, héa ex-
fis

Vs




the Muggletonians confider’d. 9
explainsit, foi¢ may be faid. Now thefe words perbaps, Revelar. chap?

| ang it m_;t‘ge Jfaid, are doubtful Expreffions, and s{;)t 5o:m.8.15:19-
reconcileable to Infallibilicy. o

IV. V. VI. Suppofe thefe CharaGers to be true for
the matter, yet that follows not that they arc of Di-
vine Infpiration, and Infallible, 1. Becaufe then it
would follow that all good Books and true were 1a-
fallible. 2. The sth i1s what others have held as
‘well as they. "

VI, If che largenefs of the Book, and the not look-
ing in any Writing, were Signs of an unerring Spirit,
then the Writings of feveral Quakers, as Burroughs

_and G. Fox, (8c. might pretend to it, if they may be

" believed, who often begin their Books with The Word
of God. And fo would thofe of Faced Bebem, who

faith, he writ without Humane Afliftance. .
And if-the Purity of the Language be a Sign of

Truth and Infallibility, then [ am fure that the Wri-

tings of thefe two are far from being either true or .

infallible. | -
This, it feems, was notorious in the former Edition

of the Looking-glafs, 1656. And therefore L. Maggle-

ton doth wifely to lay it upon the Abufe it received B0 pefived

in the Prefs. | o
But if L. Muggleron was the CorreCtor, and was to’

re@ifie thofe abufes by his own wuwerring Spirir, it

would have efcaped no better than his 7rae Iuterpre-

- tatiom of the x1th of the Revelation, which abounds
with falfe Ewglifp beyond number; and of which I
never read a Page that wanted it. -

And even, thatvery Book (which this isimmediate.
ly fpoken of, wiz. The Lovking-glafs.) after his Corre@i-
on of it, fails in the propriety of the Words, the Con-
cord, the Connexion. In éhef Paragraph juft before

this

R
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See po 756 m.

- 2y &

po2.m 2L,
p. 0% m. 3.

The Principles of

this bold Challenge and the Appeal he makes to the
Purity of its Language [# 45.1 we find the Word
Tofticated, a vulgar, but a much miftaken word, and
is for Intoxicated. Where is the Concord in the
Phrafe, Things of fuch Concernment requires. [Epiftle 1.
prefixed by Reeve] And Men takes upon them. [p. 165.
n. 29.) My Brethren that hath. [p. 207. n. 8] Secrets
that bath not beew reveald. [p. 208. n. 17.] Where is
the propriety, in Neither did he know not what Power
be was endued with. [p. x27. 0. 28] and confounded of
Confcience. [p. 96. n. 18.). ”

Thefe are pafiages I cafually met with; but if any
one will have a Specimen, let him read L. Magyleron’s
Epiftle annexed to that Book, and try what Purity
and Elegancy is in it.

I's a fign thefe Perfons did not underftand true
Englifb, nor often the Sence of what they wrote,
that would venture upon this, and produce the Purizy

- of the Language as & Note of an umerring Spiriz, in

Look, glafr. p.

5%, ® 31.
‘;"fz”&. pl 65
p. 18,

the compiling of it.

Vill. Charadler, or Evidence is, That fince the A-.
poftles Worfhip ceafed, which continued about joo
years, and which was in or at the end of the ten
Perfecutions, not a Man hath been commiffioned till
they were. ‘

How many things are here taken for granted,
which there is not a Syllable of Proof for:

" As, 1. That there was a time {when the Apoftles
way of Worfhip was to ceafe, and aGtually ceafed.

2. That this time was at the end of the ten Per-
fecutions. 5

3. That none was Commiffioned from that time.

4 That #. Reeve and- L. Muggleton are now Com-
miffioned. |

After




the Muggletonians confider'd. .
After all that has been faid, where is the Evidence
of thefe Mens Commiffion ?

They did wifely to lay afide Scripture and Mira” ‘ 1
cles: asthey do. .
Of Scripture, they fay, The Commiffion of the Spi- )

rit_agreeing with, and explaining of the former Comp- .,

mifflons of the Law and the Gofpel, differing only in poimt L@Q;ﬁ?;fff"

of Worfbip. ﬂ i
~And as for Sigas, they are for thofe that are Spi- A ‘g"‘f; 4%

ritual, Invifthle Fire, and Burning within ; but as for Lok, glafs. p,

Nataral Vifble Signs, they leave them to the firft ;§§~ n. 24.
and fecond €ommiffion, to Mofes and Chrift. Revelat p163.
But yer after all, we think we may as well fay 4
to them, as they to others ; If thou fhalt imagine thy
[elf fir to Minifter, I would fain know of thee, whetber
thou art indued with a Minifterial Power ¢ -Doth Chrif
immediately powr forth the Gift of bis Spirit, or cure’
the Sick when thou prayeft over them 3 or doth be own
theewin cafting out Devils, by thy Werd 3 or doth he own i&yfsf News,
thee By raifing the Dead, curing the Lame, &c. e 51 o
Thus far we have confidered the Evidences, which | s
are fuch as are no diftinguithing CharaCers, and what - -
others may equal them m ; and fo we have no more \
reafon to accept them as Commiffionated, than they )
had to accept Impoftors; and have as much reafon T
to reject them, as they had to rejeét other Impoftors. S
For what is there they pretend to, which Impoftors
have not, or might not have pretended to 2 |
Nay, if citier be accepted, they are fo to be that
exceed thefe in their Evidence, as did' F. Robdbins,
who fhewed many Signs, and prefented his Perfon to
fome riding upon the Wings of the Wind, like unto
a Flame of Fire, &c, and did plague the Bodies and
Ca Spirits

S—
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12 The Principles of A
Spirits of others at his plealure, in a moft dreadful

Tranfeend p.9- manner, as they report. '

| Here was a fenfible Evidence ; it was confpicuous,

he plazued the Bodies and Spirits of Men: Bur thefe

Men pretend only to a Voice that one of them heard,

and to a Power of pronouncing Men damned to all
Eternity irrevocably.

5

%

Seét. II.

| Q_ 2. 1{hall confider whether there be not as great
f ~ Evidence againt 7. Reeve and L. Muggleton, as they
had againft other Pretenders; whichif it be, they are
as much Deceivers as the others »
1. They are Deceivers, and have no Commiffion,
3 who contradi€t, and make void a former Commif-
% fion, without fufficicnt Authority or Commiffion for
it. L | :
3. They are Deceivers, and have no Commiffion,
| | ‘ who pretend to Infpiration and Infallibility, and yet
| have aCtually mifiaken in what they pretend Infalli-
biliwy and Infpiration for. |
1. They have no Commiffion, who contradi&t and
make void a former Cammiffion, without Authority or
Commiflion fo to do.
They fay in the Title to the Zooking.glafs, The
Commiffion of the Spirit agreeing with, and explaining o
the two forrer Commiffions of the Law and \Gofpel, dif-
~ fering only in point of Worfhip.
1. I{hall confider how they differ in Worfhip from
- the former Commiffion (as they call it.)
2. 1 fhall fhew, That if they differ (as they fay)
oxly in point of Worthip, yet in fo doing they do

contradict
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contradic, and fo far make void Phe former Com-
mifTion. o | o

3. ‘That they diffcr from the former Commiffion
in many other things, as.well as Worthip; and which
are of fuch confequence, that did they agree in Wor-
fhip with the former Commiflion (as they grant they
do not) yet thofe alone would be fufficient to thew
that they do. therebyvmake . void the. former Com-
-miffion. . o
~ Which if it be made good, then what remains for
them, but to fhew their Commiffion for fo doing; and ~ .
if their Authority~for it be not proved by as good, e
clear, and fufficient Evidence,as the former Commiffion
was confirmed and eftablitbed, we have good réafon
to think no better of them than they did of Rodbins
Tanee, and other Impoftors.

1. I (hall confider how they differ in Worthip from ]
the former Commiffions of Mofes and Chrit. - ‘ "

Of this, let us hear them. . e

This Commiffion of the Spirit doth bold forth no vifible
nor external outward Worfhip,. as the other two Commif-
fions [of Mofes and the Apoftles] did; [lo Muggletdn's
Epiftle to Looking-glafs.] that is, A wifible Worfbip
from Mens Tougues, Eyes, and Hands, was to be done
away ; and is now but as a Golden Calf of Mens own i-
maginations ; and no more accepted by Chrift, than the
cutting off of @ Dog's weck. 'lis not outward Praying,

Preaching, Fafting, or Thankfgiving, to be feen of Men,
bur it is aw imvard, fpiritual, flent Praying and Prais #i00 sews,

, &c. | » . P49 43
ﬁ"gA&d yet they grant chis Vifible Worthip was the ¢
way of the Apoftles, which did laft till the end of \_ .
the ten Perfecutions; and which was thes in great
force fo long as that Commiffon flood, as Maggleton ac-

: | knowledges

2
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knowledges in fhe forefaid Epiftle. So that in this
point the Commiffion of the Apoflies, and theirs, are
inconfiftent.

2. T fhall fhew, that fuppofing they thus differ from
the fecond Commiffion (that of Chrift and his Apo-
{tles) only in Worfbip, yet, in {0 doing, they fo far make
void the former Commiffion, - |

~This is granted : for they fay, When God doth give 4
Muggleton's  INew Commiffion, the Old is made void, as with referesce.
Epifi. 10 Lok, to the Vigble Worlbip. Therefore yom kwow, that the
Glafs. Apoftles Commiffion did wholly thruft ot the Vikble Wore
fhip which was fet up by Mofes. 8o Likewsfe it is with
_this Commiffion of the Spirit ; becanfe this Commiffion of
the Spirit doth hold forth mo vifible outward Werfbip, as

the other two Commiflions did.

They own Chrift’s Commiffion did appoint a Vifi-
ble External Worthip, but this of the Spirit ( as they
call it) doth not, but forbids it; and fo the latter doth
make void the former. ‘

Now then, fince their Commiffion doth as much
make void the Commiffion of Chrift, as to External
Worthip,-as Chrift's Commiffion did that of Mofes; we
may enquite who gave them this Commiffion, or how
do they prove they received it from God 2 For certain.

" ly, they who will make void the Commiffion of Chrift
- and the Apoftles, ought in Reafon to give as good E.
vidence of a Divine Authority for fo doing, as our Sz~
viour gave of his; and fo much the more, as Chrift js
above Mofes. Qur Saviour did not expect the Fews
fhould give credit to him further than he gave them
Evidence; and 'tis furely then unreafonable to give
credit to thefe perfons without it.  And our Saviour’s
Evidence would have been none, had he only that ¢o
fay for bimfelf, whichthefe pretend to. ‘Would it have
been
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the Mugsgletonians confider'd. 15
been enough for our Saviour, when the Jews required a
Sign,to have faid,as thefe do, This is the old Serpent .thar
arraigns the glorieus God at the Bar of thy Carnal Reafon » Lok glafs. p

No: Though our Saviour cali'd the Jews an adulte- 155.n. 26 g,
rous Generation, becaufle they continued incredulous,
after the Miracles wrought among thenv; yet at the
fame time, he tells them that there was one in referve
which would convince them, or nathing would ;
which was his own RefurreCtion. Marsh, 12.39.

It is not neceffary every one fent from God thould,
in every cafe, have this Teftimony of Miracles, as
it was with Fobn Baptiff, Fohn 10. 41. But had Fohn
come to make void the former Commiffion of. Mofes,
he muft have produced the Evidence. And this our
Saviour did, and fo ought thefe to do; or elfe muft be
reckoned among the falfe Chrifts, and falfe Apoftles.

3. They differ from the former Commiffion in
many other things as well as Worthip; and that of
fo great Confequence, that thefe alone would be fuﬁé\g
cient to fhew, that they thereby make void the for- |
mer Commiffion ; and fo muft be Deceivers, if the for=
mer Commiffion be in force; and it is in force, if they
have no Authority to make it void ; and they have no
Authority, if they have not fufficient Evidence for it.

Sometimes they fay, there are fix Principles, viz.
5. The Perfon of God. 2. Perfon of Angels. 3. Per-
fon of the Devil. 4. Adam’s Condition. 5. Joy of
Heaven. 6. Eternal Death: At other timesthey fay, there
are two Foundations of all Spiritual Underfanding, wiz,
The form and nature of the trag God, andtheform and
nature of theright Devil. -~ -
~ But the things of this kind I thall refer to thefe
Heads, viz. ‘God, Angels, and Men. :

Remonfly, p. 7.

4
*
w &

1. Let ustake a view of their Principles that refpe
God, concerning whom they hold, 1. That
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Tranfe.p.14. 1, That God is not a Spirit, but hath a body ;
Lok §§’f;’; "and is very Fleth and Bone: and fo they call an in-
Look. glaft. p. ﬁ;f:te Spirit an infinite nothing, a curfed, lying; and i-
195034 maginary God, and a pretended Spiritual God.
g:g“f%”ﬁ 2. That Ged was in the form of a Man, and like
797 25, 31, unto the fieft Adam from all Eternity.
p4gn13th 3 That the words Father, Son, and Spirit, are on-
Luk. glafs. p- ly variety of Names, and are the fame Godhead, i
¢ o is athree-fold Condition; and that the Man Chrift ]e-
Lok, glafs, p. 95 19 the Father, Son, and Spirit in one Perfon ; and
38.¢. 9. that by Declaration of the Spirit, the addition of two
Rev.p. ‘f*’v” 4 Perfons more proceeds only from the Serpemme Anti-
Lonk: 8l P hriftian Devil in Carnal Men.
Tranfernd p2. 4 That God the Father uncreated himfelf fram his
11, 23, 26, Erernal and Immorral Glory, and entered into the
35 19 L Virgin's Womb, and became Fleth ; and for a Seafon
Mayr, p. 23 became an abfolute Mortal Man.
Tranfe. p. 41. 5: That the Man Jefus that was Crucified, is the
fe’zﬁ’;}‘éf‘s only God ; and that the whole Godhead died, and
P ‘;; P was buried 'for a Moment.
6. That Elias was taken up bodily into Heaven,
. that he might reprefent God the Father whilft he
(1) Tranf.p.31. Went his ?onme} into the Fleth ; (4) and fo was the
. Protecor of God for a Mament when God became\
g;% ‘;ié a Child, (#) and was an abfolute Creature ; ; {¢) and
watchd over him all the days of his M@rmmy, from
(d) Revelch. his Birth to his Afcenfion: (d) and that fillI'd him
‘with_all thofe great Revelations of his fmmer Glory,
_(e) Tranfp.35. when he was the Immortal Father. (e)
That Blizs was the God and the Father to whom
Chritt faid, My God, my God—and "Father, into thy
hands—and to wham he prayed Fsitbc'r gf ;: be pof-
{f)p 36. 3I.ﬁ$k &C. (’f) : i

*;*ﬂ’%w, S

That




the Muggletonians confider’d. 17
That Mofes (who was alfo Glorified, and never died,
but was Tranflated g) and Elizr did reprefent the (8) Revel ch.
Perfon of God the Father in Heaven ; ‘and were the 3 ™3 %

Angels of whom its faid, He [hall give bis Angels
charge over thee, left at any time thou dafh thy foot againft
a flone ; that is, left be fhould at any time be overcome (n)Tranfp.s:.
by the Temptations of Reafon, which is the, Devil. (b)  Revel. ch. 6o,

That Chrift was raifed from the Dead by a Spiritual™ %
Compail with Elias (i) ; and that he furrendred all up (i) Tranpss,
to Chrift_when hc afcended into the Right band of all (.
Power (k): And all this, they fay, they fpeak by Re- @3 p.‘;‘s; &e.
velation from the Holy Spirit. (£) Lk glefr. .

2. As to their Opinions concerning the Holy An. " ™'®
gels and Devils, they fay, That the Angels are Per- Lo, gup. 5.
fons in form like Men. ' 9. m. 3,

As to Devils, they affirm, Loob. o]

1. That there was but one Angel fell. - ,f’g;g;jr’;’si.f'

2. That the Angels (caft out with him) were of n 4 ’
his Seed and Generation, through his Union with the
Entrails of Eve by her confent ; into whofe Womb he ﬁ“‘;g’” neck.
prefently enter'd, where he died, and became effentis Trane. p. 21.
ally one with her: That Cair was the very Seed of L% &/ p.
that Reprobate Serpent Angel; and fo Cain was Bro- :;,f{, 25.
ther to 4éel only on the Mother’s fide. e 153n 15

3. That Cain, and none but he alone, is Beelzebub tranfe. . 21,
the Prince of Darkoefs, and the Father of all the An- Lotk glafr. .
gels of Darknefs ; and fo the two Seeds of ddam and 5%g% *%
Cain, though mixed together by Carnal Copulation, » 156. . 34,
yet are diftin@ ; and fo Cain and Fudas were not of “°
the Seed of Adam. ' I

4. That there is o Devil at all without the body of T, 5, 2.
a Man; {o that that Devil [o frequently fpoken of in Remonfir. p.8
the Letter of Scripture, that tempts\Men to all Un- ffff‘fﬁ’ff '
righteoufnefs,is Man’s Spirit of unclean Reafon and cur- 148 «. 31. ’
fed Imagination. D 3. As ‘
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- Fhe Principles of
3. As to Men. o

They fay, that the Spirit of 3 Man is Mortal, djes,
turns into Dufh, and is utterly anfihilated uncil the
Refurrection. Aad therefore; when Solomon {2id, The
Spirit retarns to God who gave it; thofe words proceed.
ed not from the Spiritual Knowledge of God in him,
but from his own Carml Reafon. And though he
was a wife Man, his Wifdom was not Prophetical, nor
vzs he a Pen-man of Holy Wrir. N

4 By Infpiration from the unerring Spirit, they
pofitively affirm the Subftances of Earth and Water
were from all Elements. | o

I fhall briefly reflect upon thefe. i

As to God. | f
1. He faith, God is not a Spirit, but hath a Body.
I anfwer, ,‘

1.) The Scripture makes a Body and a Spirit two op-
pofite things; fo that a Body is not a Spirit, nor a
Spirit a Body. Eeclef 12. 7. The Body returns to
the Duft, and the Spirit to Ged. Soa Spirit has ot
flefh and bones. Luke 24. 37, 39. »

2.) The Seripture calls God a Spirit, but never a
Body ; which it might do, i he was a Body and not
a Spirit, or if 3 Body as well as a Spirit. -

2. They fay, God is in the form of a2 Man.

I anfwer,

1.) The Scripture faith, God isinvifible, Zes. I1.27.
and as no Man hathr feen him, fo whom no Man can
fee, 1 Tim. 6. 16.

2.) It efpecially takes us off from all fuch grofs con-
ceptions of him. Fobn 5. 37. Deut. 4. 12.

" 3. That thewoids Father, Son, and Spirit are only .
various Names.

I
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I anfwer. | o
~ If fo, then Chrift muf} be begotten of himfelf, and Jn 1. 14,18,
be in the bofom of bimfelf. He muft then fend him- 7% 37
felf, and came by himfelf to himfelf; and be an Advo- 1 Fobn 2. 1.
cate with himfelf, and be greater than himfelf, Fobn 14. 28,
He muft judge no Man, and yet commit and take Tobn 5. 22,
all Judgment to himfelf. And after he has admini- 1 cor15. 24,
ftred the Kingdom, he muft deliver it from himfelf to 747 5- 13-
himfelf. « |
~ Aqd to conclude this point, he muft be the Father
of himfelf,
4. God the Father became fleth.
Anfwer. . .
Quite contrary to Scripture ; which faith, God fent
forth his Son, made of a Woman, G4l 4. 4 And
God fent his Son inthe likene(s of finful Flefh, Rom. 8.3
And the Word, the only Begotten of the Father, was
made Fleth, Jobn. 1. 14. And his Son was. made of

the Seed of David, Rom. x. 3. 1 Jobn 4. 9. O
But there is mot one word, that the Father was
made of a Woman, and was made Fleth, (¢, and be.
came the Son. v
5. That the Godhead died, &e. $
Jutt contrary to Scripture ; which faith, God is im-
mortal, 1 Tém, 1. 17. and that he oaly hath Immor. 3

tality, ¥ Zim. 6. 16.
6. Elias 1s all Fable, :
Let any one read the Divine Prayer of our Bleffcd
Saviour, juft before his Apprehenfion, Febn 17. and
fee how' it would look, if applied to Elias.

- Did Elias give him Power over all fleth? (8¢, Was
Elias the only true God: And would it be Eternal
Life to believe ia Elias, as the only true God: Did
Elias give him the Work he ‘wasto do? And had he

D : a
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a Glory with Elias before the World was? Did Elias
give him the words he was to give to his? and did
the Apoftles believe that he came out from Elias, and
was fent by him? was Efas in hir, and he in Elfas
and were all Believers to be one in Elias and him » {o,
O horrid Blafphemy !

I think that Chapter alone is enough to rid any of
this Frenzy. So one while they fay Elias, had charge
of God for a Moment, [Zranfcend. p. 35.] and vyet
elfewhere, from his Birth to his Afcenfion: [Revelar.
p. 130.m 16.] that he was quickned by the Compaét
of Elias; [Tranfeend. p. 37.] and yet by his own
Power [Gemeral Epift. p. 5.)

As to the Devils, they fay, C

1. But one Angel fell. ) o

Juft contrary to Scripture, which tells us of the
Angels that fell, Jude 6. And this cannot be applied
to Cain and his Pofterity ; becaufe, according to thefe
Mens Principles, they never fell, being Devils by
Extration and Propagation, and not by Tranfgreffion
and Apoftacy.

2. That the Dcvil entred into the Womb of Eve,
and there died; and out of him came Cain, (5.

The Scripture plainly faith, that Cain was the Son
of Adam as well as Eve. Gen 4. V. Adam knew his
Wife, and fhe conceived and bare Cain.

Reeve wifely obferves, that in the Genealogy of

p. Adam unto Jefus, there is no mention made of Cain.

This is faid for want of Knowing that. Jefus was
defcended from Seth; and he mighr as well have faid
there 1s no meation of Addel: Foras 4bel died without
Children, fo all the Pofterity of Cain perithed in the
Deluge: And.it was only the Pofterity of Serh that
furvived and peopled the World again.

3. That




the Muggletomans confider’d.
3. That Cain, and none but he, Is Beelzebub Coc.
Anfwer. S

The fame Scripture that (peaks of Beelzebub, being
Prince of the Devils, fpeaks of him ‘as cafting thiem
out, and. fo fuppoles Bee/zebub then in~being in his
own Perfon ; but that cannot then be applied to Caiy,
who is not in Being atall (as they hold) in his Perfon.

4. There is no Devil without the body of & Man,
and Devils are only Mens Luftsand Imaginations.

Anfwer,

‘1. Then the Devils which the Heathens and Ifrae-
lites offer'd their Sacrifices and Children to, were
their own curfed Imaginations. Levit. 17.7. Pfal 106.35.

2. Then the Devil that tranfported Chnift, and ar-
gued with him, and that hurried him into the Wilder-
nefs, fer him upon a Pinacle of the Temple, maoft
be hisown imagination.

3. Then the Devils that enabled the young Man
to break his Chains ; [Maré 5. 2.88¢] and that tore and
bruifed the Child, [Zute 9. 39.] aad that-go about
to and froin the Earth, [$0f 1. 7. 1 Péter 54 8] and
that contended with Mickael; were only the Lufts of
Men ; thatis, the Lufts of Men broke Chains, bruifed
‘and tore Perfons, walk’d to and fro. ia the Earth, &,
which is irreconcileable. : T

As to Man, they fay the Soul is Mortal, and turns
into Duft with the body.. |

Anfwer. |

The Scripture on the contrary tells us, that the
Souls of Men are alive after their Departure hence.

So [Matth. 22. 32.] Our Saviour proves from that
Saying, I am the God of Abrabam, &c. that God is
not the God of the Dead, but of the Living; that is,
God is faid to be their God after they were Dead ;

| - and
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and that he could not have been, had they not been
in Being after their Deceafe,

~ This again our Saviour’s argument thews, Afsz. 10.
28, Fear wot-them which &ifl the kbody,, but are sot” abie
¢0 kill the Soul ; whete he not only makes the Soul
and Body two diftin& things, but fo really fuch, that
the one may be killed,: but the other cannot, Byt if
the Soul was mortal and turn'd into Duft, they would
as well kill the Soul as- ehe Body; amd:-wonld kill
the Soul, by killing the Body. » ,

So Luke 16,22, The Beggar that died was carried
into Abrabam’s bofom, and the Rich Man was in Hell,
How ! not as to their bodies furely ; for they wese
~left in this World, the Rich Man‘was buricd. | And
this was before the Refurreébion, for it was while
their Brethren were alive, . 28. -

And therefore it muft be as to their Souls alone,
that one was with 4brabam, ;and the other in Hell.

11, They are Deceivers; That plead Divine Infpirati-
vion and lIofallibilicy, and yeér have been guilty of
Seif-.contradi@ion ;. and have aGually miflaken
Principles and matter of Fadt. . :

It has been jult before thew’d, that they have grofly
err'd in their Principles, ‘which are contrary to the
Word of God. L
- Let us then now proceed to their Self-contradidi.
ons,to Errors in matters of Fa&t,by which it will appear
that whatthey fay of themfelves,that they are infallible,
and not guilty of any miftake, is one of the number.

1. I fhall confider their Seif-comtradi@®ions, .
., Inone place they fay, I amy man defpife #his wri-
tong of theirs, be commits the impardomable Sin againft

the Hely Ghoff. So the Geiral Bpiftle, &ec.  And yet
in another itis, To perfecute-others for.the fake of Chrif,
is that Sin. . At
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At one time they tell us,that they.rwe were th Fore-
rumers of the Bud vf she Wieridy and tha this way 1o ba Tranfecndent.

fuddenly after they bad delivered their Meffage. f{’jﬂ%j‘; -
7 At another time it is, Whofoever fhall live to fee an
end of them twa, fhall Suddenly fee the Diffolution of the

World. 7 ' | Remanfir. p. 6.

" By the firft fuddenly, they are to be underftood of
what was immediately to come to pafs ; for they fay
Jobn Rebins, the Man of Sin (as they make him) was
to appear a little before the Perfonal Vifible coming of Tranfeend.p. 6
Chrift. And thac the Diffolation of the World was Lak. plajs. 1.
prefaged by the many Fires then happen’d in Loudon ; Ay 28. .
and by the Condition of the Peopfe. s

Now this Meflage of theirs (which the end of the
World was fuddenly to follow) was declared 1651,
as appears by ‘their Remonfirarce, which is above 40
years fince : And Reeve hasbeen dead above 30 years;
for it wis before Muggleton reprinted the Book call'd
his Looking-glafs, 1661.

But why fhould we wait the end of thefe two: for
if they be the Witne{ks in the Revelatiow, they areté
die by the hands of Violence, and torife again, and
to afcend up into Heaven in the fight of their Ene-
mies. And Muzgletos may as well tell us, that it was
fo with Jobn Reeve ; as he doth that Mofes was Tran-
{lated ; of whomthe Scriprure faith, that he died and
was buried.. B v |

But let us proceed to their palpable miftakes, and
which yet they affirm to be true, as well as themfelves
to be infallible. ? ’

- And'this in the firft place I take to beone;, that they
affirm, Thatthey had more knowledge in the Scripe
tures than all the Men of the World befides; and yer
every where betray the groflet ignorance in them.

i. As

Revelat. ¢, 4§
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t. As firft of all, when they fay that Mofes was
Tranflated, who, the Scripture faith, died and was bu-
ried, Deut. 14. 5, 6. |

3. Muggleton {uppofes Matthew to have feen the An-
gel at our Saviour's RefurreCtion; and gives it as a
Reafon why he fpeaks but of one ; faith he, perbaps he
was no more to his (Matthew’s) Pifble Sight.

3. He faith, that the Souldiers did fee the narural
Revel.ch. 83.5. Vail of the Temple rent from the bottom to the top:
Whereas the Vail was in the moft inward part of the
Temple, and the Souldiers were at Mount Calyary,
watching the Body of Jefus. |

4. He faith, weread not of Cain in the Genealogy
from Adam to Jefus : forgetring that Jefus was not
defcended from Cain, but Seth. o

5. We may add to this, grofs Ignorance, when he af-
firms, that the Apoftles Epiltles were writzen either iy
Hebrew, Greek, or Latin; and for the mofft in Greek
and Latin. [Revelat. ch. s2. . 6, 7.] Whereas thofe E-
piftles were written in Greek only. |

6. He affirms, That the Roman Catholicks were the
~ firft Profeffors of the Faith of Chrift, and of the Apo-
Revelarch.s3. ffles, Whereas it is notorious in Scripture, that the
.4 Jews Converted were the firft Profeflors of it; and

then the Gentiles in Fudea.
Let us preceed to another fort of miftakes.
1. They fay, The firft fort of Perfons that affirm the-
Holy One of Ifrael to confiff of three Perfoms, are A-
Lob. olal thanafius, Socinus, alias John Biddle, As if A4rbaxa-
Lok &% ¥ fus and Socinus were of the fame Opinion; whereas 4-
thanafius was a zealous Affertor of the Trinity; and
Socinus and Biddle Oppugners of it.  And as for Soci-
nus, he would not allow the Holy Spirit to be a Per-
fon at all ; and Biddle would have him only a Created
Angel, and fonot God. . - 2 They

Revslat, ch. g.
B, 8.

See pag. O
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