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~c. ~c.

An Epistle of JOHN REEVE to OHRIS. HILL.
, Dear Friend in'the eternal,Truth, my love
to ,,' you arid the ,rest of our spIritual
friends remembered:'
Brother Hill, .

IT seems very strange to me, that you with the rest
of former friends, make no enquiry after me whether I
am dead or alive. What, have the unnecessary things
and cares of this world swallowed up your former love
to the truth'~ Though I am moved in this manner 1('0
write unto you, I trust you have not so learned Christ.
Friend, the reason of my not sending unto you this
long season is this, because my wife and I were both
very sick and weak, of which sickness the 29th of
March last my wife died.
Immediately after I had buried my wife, the Lord
our God called me to visit some of his people living
near the City of Cambridge, as he once called me to
visit you; yea, it was in the very same manner, for
tine of the chief speakers of the Ranters being convinced by this truth, who formerly had deceived them,
took a parcel of my books and presented them to them,
upon which they greatly desired me as you formerly
did; I hope thel'e is about half a score of them that
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have received the trqtqin $ineerity of heart; they are
husbandmen and tradesmen that labour for their bread
as you do; they rejoice in those that really possess
this truth though by face unknown.
Chri8top/(er Hill.

You seem to forget your engagement to your fatherin-law, you know the time is ,expired concerning your
payment of the money which was lent to you, and not
to him; wherefore as you love the truth, I desire you
to · s~l)d me the tifteen shillings remaining behind
speetlily, that I may restore it tothe right owner.
Now concerning my owncondition t it is thus; on
M.a.y Day last, I was senseless two 'o r three times, insoinuch, that if a 'faitllful friend had nQt.been by me to
relieve me with a little cordial, I had immediately died.
I still continue very sick and weak, so that of necessity
I must either mend or end in a little space. As for relief now I have most need of it, it hath been very small
f)f late; I wish it may nut be a burthen to the conscience '0fsome when I lJ-mg(me j the widow'~ mite will
ber,&. -owitnessagainstaUc.l'nal excuses in those that
own this truth. It may be you may think I have no
need of your charity now, because the merchant for a
little season allowed me five shillings a week; but if
'You think so you are much fllistaken, for I have had
·.nonefrom him a pretty while; neither do I know whether Ishall have any more from him at all, for when
he·toork ship for Barbadoes, he had not wherewithall
to leave' for his wife and childen, through the unjust
dealings ,ofunreusOllabIe men. Brother Hill you JllilY
remember you sent me word, that if the London Christianswould contribute weel\.ly or monthly to my necessity, you would d6 the like., you will do well to keep
you~ ,co\'enant.
::Aad so I commit you to the most High, and rewain
y,ours .in all righteousness,
JOHN REEVE.

My dwelling is in Bishopsgate Street, near Hog
Lane End, with three sisters that keep a sempstris
~~.
.
.
'
Direct your letters,to our brother MUGGLETON , to 'be
conveyed to me, and the fifteensbiUiJlgs'to him for me,
you know where he dwells; it is in "TritrityLane, over
against a Brown Baker's
.

.

'

London, June 11th. 1666.

A:nother EpuUe ofJ6JIIN REf/VE' S to the~D.1IIe;per8on.
For his lovin.g ,friend, CJjlqS'rQJ>,~p. .~.u.rI.L,
a:~el M,ij{~, _ ~n, 'Stope '7~-tfejJ.. ' \P .Ql'1~tl
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I HAVE reoeived your 16tter and your, .k ind tokeD,
for which I aoknowledge your JUndneisio;\Tuth. "
Astor my n~16otjnwritiug:to Jou;.m~§lsa.tJtrQu~
bleB--or sickMsS:a41d'\ni()rialiiy jhath ntJs,ch~ ltj i:mope
whilst 1 am able to.write for time to eomB6J¥Dlumall
not charge.me wtth:'&'D>j !Stf.l:~'Jl8'{lle~ ;t~_imeaD.Se8s0n
I do not desire yourfC'hlwity!uuiess ' 'Y~u: ' eaJl SpRlfl it.
Be-member my kind 1<We10 -,nurmother Wyles,to
TlwmasMartill, and Goodman. Young, and I ;rqjnice
in!~l.ord f{)T you~ i~at~lrtl'h 'abides in you. As
for ,the·fiftoon lShillings I MI.,.d 'U your eare fot,the
truth's sake, because it wa~ tent to 'me ufJomthat BCc(llint.
No more at present, but desiring my God abundantly
10 establil!ih you in ~ll ~piritual excellencies, unto whose
infinite grace lcomm~nd you all, and remain yours in
311right~QUSlle8S,
. ..
JOHN REEVE
London, Juns 30th, 1656.
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The Prophet Lodowicke Muggleton's blessing to ltis
S01!--in-Law, Mr. John JVhite, bearing date in London, 18th Not,. 1665.
Son John White,

YOUR wife shewed me your letter unto her, in which
letter I understand your desire of the blessing, ifI may
count you worthy of it.
As to that I say, God hath counted you worthy of it,
else you would never have had such interest in the faith
of tlIis Commission of the Spirit as you have in your
wife' and the rest of the true believers of it. But I
thought you would have been well enough satisfied
without the declaration of it, for my thoughts were the
same towards you before as, to your eternal happiness.
Yet, to satisfy your request, and for your further confirmation of your faith, in the assurance of your eternal
lif.e and happiness, I do declare and pronounce Y9u to
be ·one of the blessed ofthe Lord .both in soul and body
to etemity. ' '
"'
,
P.,S. As for things of temporal aifairs, I suppose your
wife will certify you in her letter, but I.thought it ne..
cessary to satIsty your desire with these, few lines,
though I be in haste, and could hardly spare time at
present,so that I had thoughts to have let it alone till
another time, but I thought
might be troubled a little
at it, if it had been delaye .

IOU

Written by

LODOWICKE MUGGLETON,
One of the two last Witnesses of the Spirit.
London, 18th oj November, 1665;
;

'i

Copy of a Letter written by the Prophet Lodowick(!
Muggleton to Mr. Sudbury, January ~lst, 1669.
Loving and kindfriend in the truefaith, Mr. Sudbury,

This is to let you understand that with much trouble
and charge, I have got the interpretation of the Witch
of Endor safe out of the press; 'but as for the other to
Isaac Pennington, Quaker, I have had bad success, for
it was taken in the press and the printer like to be undone; but money did buy it oft'. It cost the printer
seven pounds, and me five pounds to pacify the matter,
and not got it done neither; but most of the copies are
preserved, and hereafter when times are something
better, I will get-,Iit printed if , it be possible j .for the
winter is tbe worst time to print in of all the year: but
I am glad this of the Witch of Endor hath escaped, it
being of more value than the other, because it was nev(>r written upon before by us nor no other j for I have
been much crossed in the printing of it and very fearful
it would have miscarried as the other did, because he
kept it so long j these six months <he hath hila ''if in
hand, but with much ado I have, it safe home at last, so
I have sent you four of them, desiring you to give
Mrs. Parker one, and the rest you may dispose of ·as
you please yourself.
,
I did hear by a letter from Mr. Tompkinson to Mr.
Delamain, that you were very ill, which I am very
sorry for, but where nature is overcome by natural diseases, death will get the victory, and swallow up ,life
into death; but I am persuaded that your faith is so
strong in the true God, and in this Commission of the
Spirit, that you are sure you shall find everlasting life
hereafter, according to your faith, and according to my
word; and though the word of a prophet now in these
days cannot cast out natural distempers and natural
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diseases that are seated and settled in the blood, yet
the word of a prophet can cast out all fear of eternal
death.
.
Therefore t.hat your confidence may be strong in
yotlrself, jn the 'assurance of your eternal saITO,tion, I
do confirm t1!at·,.·word of blessing to eternity which I
once did give unto you.
So being'IDIJloot hasie"l~ o·nly}){esent ur.y lave
to yourse'lf~ and to your dear aDd loving wif~f fWd to
our dear·fftend, Mr. Patken - .
.. .
~ .. . .
.

J ,·rest ' and remain your friend in the true faith"
LODOWICKE MUGGLETON:
,'.

.."'~

'_

'

. ..,'

,

.

.

.:p.8.MYj¥ifi; ~~e~~~lOVtfremetJlbflred to yourself; your wile,' an~ MrS.. Parker,
A :.'Cr;.pll , if.4·r:e.I~r.' iPr;ittenbyQt~, p~;(j,~e~. Lodowicke
ntfJcMf,s~J).OrfJtlig ·C«rter,. !>..~,~rtng aat~, tke

, Mil
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Dear friendi" llti-et~all:tuth, DOrutky Carter,

This is to ~rtify you, that I rooeivoolo,q.r letter,
dated 27th February, 1669, wit~ ,W l'i': Jrolll:WilIiam
.Neweome• . and one to Mrs. ~riftlt~" and one to Mr.
Htttt",f; ~~ ,lt>it~rs I did. d~~.~r ~rf~~: : ~~d appoint;
~1Wq"h~~e _ ltlQfthr~di' ~y . ~w~ from them
8~llce: IkJlow · !l01'i(:a1~j ; , 'YQ\1. may tlIink it something
lOflg th&\t I did nQts~ YQU some answer of the things
Y()U u~.ired,bl1tl semng,the matw~~t~ined in y?u,r
~~~l'; did; ~ ·, cOll~rnme,. lilnd lhattheI:e wa~ such. ImptlsSibilitie& ~ll MX Hatter tQpenQrm . what' you exp~ed in your let~er, as wh~trhe pro~ .~n his other
letter,; that I did forbear writin~ unto you i and in a

b-..,

9
little time after I went into Cambridgeshire, and being
now returned, I thought it necessary to write a few
lines unto you for satisfaction in the thing you desired,
concerning Mr Hatter's daughter.
. My opinion and knowledge is, that Mr Hatter is as
uncapableto provide for his daughter at present, as
ever be was SInce I knew him; for he is as a man of
sorrows, always in straits and wants, and the more com..
fortless to all of the faith, because there is like to' be
no end in this life; and his sorrows are the greater
because he brought them upon himself, that the rsaints
cannot deliver him, not with small matters; for there
hath'been done for him by me and other believers more
than to all the saints besides, yet not delivered at all ;
yet-we cann.ot but l?ok. upon him with an eye of .pity,
m respect bls' heart-1s rl~httowar~ 'God, and strong :lll.
the faIth of _teis .{}omm18sion ·of· the. Spirit, and many
other natural endowments which . few men have the
like, which doth cause both saint and devil to resp~ct
him, and to have tenderness towards him; but his troubles are so many, and tied with cares---with many fast
knots, so that neither saint nor devil can .loose them, as
I said.:before. His ~ife is now gon~ intoYor.1,t~iW~,
itinay; be if, she prospers any better : thanh~li~tOfore.
there may be .som~thihg done,~, fort~atchild you. keep;
but my hope III thIS matter I fear'will be much hke the
hope of the hypocrite that perisheth. Therefore as to
my judgment concerning the maid and you, I am very
loath to give any, yet because I would not have you altogether unsatisfied, I shall tell you my thoughts.That seeing the God 'of truth hath moved you and your
daughter, for truth's sake, to take the girl when
she was fit for nothing, and h~ve brought her up so long
and so many years for nothing, neither do I think you
will ever have any thing for this time past; therefore, I
suppose, you must add this good work to your faith,
and let it follow you in the resurrection in a degree of
B
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glory above your fellows; when ' the saints ' shall differ
in glory as one star differeth in brightness from the
other, which will not be a quarter of an hour's time
after death before you will receive the reward. I know
not whether Mr. Hafter hath sent you any answer concerning it, but seeing you have done all this for her when "
she was fit for nothing, 1 think now you have made her
fit to do something towards her living, it will be best in
my judgment to keep her still a while longer,and see
if her father may be in a. better capacity than at present
to take 'her off your hands.
I speak this not to force you to keep her against your ,
will, but only to let you know how tIle case is with 'her
father, neither doth her father know that I write unto
you, nor desired me, but of my ,own will 1 thought it
convenient to le~ the naked' truth be laid '&pen before
" ,
you, and leave it to yO~lf own consideration.
And as for Mr. Fewterill requiting you ev-il for good,
that is a thing something common with poor people ;'
and
for my part I never heard him speak a word of
ill 0 you since he came to London, nor , before; therefore, if he hath done you wrong by thougbt~ ' word,or
deed, it is unknown to me, neither do I love.ro ~quire
after people's evil or weaknesses; neither do I question
but he and she have both carried themselves unworthily
unto you for all your kindness towards them, but I am
unacquainted with ' it, and ' by your patient bearing,.
knowing your own innocency, you will heap ' Qoal~ of
fire upon their heads that do you wrong
, ' . , ~ "" ,"
I shall be glad to see you here at London this summer-. if your strength will bear the journey. All the news
here in London is now aboutthis new act for the preventingofmeetings,itputsadamp to all trade exceedingly, it
is'so strict and cruel, that all people are alrnost against it,
but what effect it may produce, time will bring forth. '
, It was the great wisdom of God, that this Commission of the Spirit should not be tied to outward wor-
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ship, so that no act the powers have made yet, doth
reach us, but truth is preserved in secret, and no envy
can have any law to hmder it or suppress it.
This is all at present, only my love and my wife's
love remembered to yourself, Mr. Goodwyn and his
wife, Thomas Marsden and his wife, Betty Slater, William Neweombe, and all the rest of our friends in the
faith there with you.

I rest and remain, your Friend in the true faith,

LODOWICKE MUGGLETON.
FTom the Postern. London, .April 23d, 1.670.

COPt! ofa.Letterwrote by the Prophet Lodowicke MuggJet(Ylf.~

directed these, forhisloviny Friend, Golonel

Bobett Phaire, in Ireland.

Give this with care.

Dear Friend in the true faith, Robert Faire,
Sir,

I HAVING this opportunity to send by Elizabeth
Faggetter, 1 thought good to write the~ lines unto
you, to certify you, that. I received your letter by Mr.
Greatreakes, dated Dublin, this 27th day of May 1675,
wherein I perceive your great faith and love to the true
Qo,j, and to this Commission of the Spirit, not only
in this letter, but in your former letters, in-March 1669. I
have heard a good report of you both by Saint and DeviI; also, I have had experience ever since you received the doctrine of thIS Commission of the Spirit,
you turned well that declared us to be true witnesses of
the Spirit, ambassadors sent of God, in that you have
obeyed the truth in believing God hath sent us; you
know what great power is in a commission that is
given by the powers of a nation or earthly kings, you
B2
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have had experience oftbat yourself; and are notthose
happy that obey the commission of earthly -k ings as far
as ,kings can reward them with honour in this life, and
tbose that disobey bis commission are they not punished, the case is the Same with John Reeve and my·
self, God hath chosen us tw~ in this last age to be bis
two last Prophets and Witnesses of the Spirit,and
hath a commission from God to give senteflce'o€ blessing and cursing to eternity; to seal the foreheads of
true believers unto everlasting life, and to seal-the reprobate and unbeliever in their foreheads, unto eternal
torment, which is abundantly declared in OUf writings;
and ought not this commission of God from heaven to
be obeyed, yea it is obeyed by some few, but the enemies of it are more than can be numbered. I write not
this to ,you as qnestioning your faith, but rather. to make
,y our faith .the more strong, ..fOf I k~ow your heart did
close with it ever since you first -saw the writings j and
when you received me in .the name of a prophet, you
received him that sent me, even the true God, whereby
you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, even
the spirit of faith, which giveth assurance of everlasting
,life" ~h~ch doth abide in yourself, whichhatbapp~aJed
in'you'bave not been ashamed of your faith before men,
'bilt hath justHl~d your faith in this commission of the
Spirit against all gainsayers, so that you being justified by faith in your own soul, I know you have peace
.with God as to your eternal happiness on'the other side
'6f death; likewise I can trdly 'say by you as r, Christ
did whenon earth to his disciples ,that believed on
,him, bleSs~dll.f~, your eyes that see, and ears that hear,
and hearts that understand the things that belongs unto
your peace; not that peace 'which the world gives, but
that peace which uuth in the true God gives, which
shall endure for ever,both in this life and in the ,·Hfe'to
come, even to eternity; and because you have stretched
fnrtb the hand of faith, and have taken and eat ~f the
tree ;oflife, you shall live for ever; that is, by faith you
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have eat oftheflesh·.ofGQd, and drinked !the[Wood .of
God; , whichd8c· tpat ~ water..oflife,that, doth .' q~Ch lt1le
thirsty,soul, so ,thak,you,shall never 'hunger rDAl"ttthirst
m.oreafter~the~foDgiv:ei:less 6fiin;nor.after ·thea$IjItr~e

.ofeveilasting Ufej' and~thjs doctrine".a.wi w.ordsQf nWle
shall . be ;as the' leaves:that fan ' frOJn'f too \tree 'of Jife,
which is f.or the healing .of the natiQns. [This faith :is
the , taitli'~f~i;'~I6ct, tbli.trem.oveth that m.ountain
.of ignqrance a~d darkness that lieth befQre the understanding·.of 'all inankind by nature, 'and:'all , that 'hath
the light .of faith in the true God. ' This ,faith- ,is that
which doth ascend up tQ heaven, 'and pierceth thr.ough
the sky, and behQldeth .our GQd, · ~ur King,ll'lld . our
Redeemer uPQn the thr.one .of his glQry, which isa,n
evidence t.o the s.oul that we shall see him facet.o' face
in the resurrectiQn, which will nQt be a qua$.c.of an

::fj:~~t~~h~eY~ll~~ :nf~,l,~~~:io~ ;j~~l~\~C~hl:

faIth .of the elect d.oth ' liescend lJ~tQ hell,and seeth
the f.orm and nature .of the right devil, and seeth the
place, manner, and nature .of the devil's. t.orm~nt j it
d.oth, as David said coI\cerning GQd, 'ifhesh.ould , 88c~nd. ;~p '~9 }Ie~ve\l .G.od is t4ere 7. and ifhe ,shon1;d;-,des~ "dJ · ~t6~j l\etf ' '\le,' is tQer ': ~',Ms: 'iioWer1Hs"{fiO 'k~ '

·ih:mi ~! ui~e~! a\i~~~~~~.~ :~;~ '#'j,~!~,tJffe, ¥~#6tili~; ~nX

Ull.b.e,hev~r s lma,g])l~t~.o~t.o ~o~ 1I1:t.o· hefl,the' faIth 'of
t~i" ,. ,comrriissiQnW'm '!tri<l ~ hiin , .out 'there alsQ'; and

t~9~g4, t9-e ~eed ~~ tne., ~~rp~nt ~otb rage, rail, a~d ..re:vjJe,~gNJlst, we wltho-qt a ;Calls~, ,md cast ..out theIr ma!liftp,ods·..oufo'f~Jteir, m~p.t~s· j. they being, as Davld
sard 'in 'hrs 'Hme, my enemies are m.ore · than ' can:be
numbered, yet by the PQwer .of faith I ' knQwl 'shall
p,revail ()ver, t~~~ ~u. lw,~ite these lines .only tQ certIfy y.ou ,I 'reoolvelLy.our letter, and fQr the further
strengthening .of yQur faitll, h~ving at present this
fai~hful friend tQ deliver it t.o y.oU, 'else I shQuld nQt
ba~ wl'()te'to you itt this Ume,sQ ,atprese:~t shall .oJlly
remember my true IQve unto y.ourself, a.nd .to, youri d~r

l\ce
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wife, which I once or twice saw in London, whose
faith I understand is grown very strong since tltat time,
which causeth my love the more in her, she having that
faith in her, that works by love, for none can love God
but those that have faith in the true God, then will they
love him that is sent of God, and rest your friend in the
eternal truth,'
.
LODOWIGKE MUGGLETON.
My love remembered unto your son-in-law George
Gamble, and your dear daughter his wife, and to Doctor Moss, and to all the rest of our friends in the true
faith there with you.
The P08tern, London, Aug. 9th, 1675.

, SIB,;

.

.

I HAVE di8c~Ulsed with Mr. Greriireakes three
times, and he told me what the token was you mention
in your letter, and who it was that gave it, and that he
wo, uld pay, i,t, bu,t it is n,ot Y,e"t p,a,id, f4,or,he i,S no, g,one
int? Devonsb,ire, perhaps, he may send i~ to Mr. D~la,lV,

:':if6:::~;~: ~~~:!~;:~~1i~fJ:j4~il( ~:tdthl~ll:
you

have wrote to
at all till! had received it, but because of Elizabeth Faggeter being here.
You speak of a token in your letter, dated the 20th
of Marcli 1669, and now in this letter,<la~ed 27th of
May 1675, if this be the same token and the s8.lneparty
thi\t"ept it, Captain Gaile, I give him many thanlsror
his love and kindness, in that hisheart was free, though
I never receiv~d it.
So rested your Friend,
LODOWICKE MUGGLETON.
The P08tern, London, Aug. 9th, 1675.

Copied from the original Copy of the Prophet Mug
gleton's own writing.
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A Oopy of a Letter u,,-itten by the Prophet Lodowicke
Muggleton, to Mrs. Dorothll Oarter, bearing date.,February 22d, 1676.
Dear Fri"end in tM true faith, Dorothy Oarter,

IS.W your .letter to Mrs. Griffith, dated February

18~b,16'76, in which your desire is, if it
h~e a few lines from my own hand.

were possible, to
To satisfy your
desire I shall give you a small account of my sutl'erings,
and how my wife and I do fareat present.
My sentence was, to stand upon the pillory three days,
and the books they took from me were about four hun-

t~~~t ~;d ::Yc:~:O~~:::':~~;~~:h~~Fa:S~v~~

<l~J ; I, ~..,...~~e:.pillory~ 'fhe.sentence was. execute,d upon m~witb tllegreatestseverity, beyond any
felon or cheat that ever stood upon the pillory before.
I was drawn in a cart like a thief to the gallows, without cap or hat, and stood upon the pillory bare-headed;
I was exposed to, all the shame and reproach that possiQly could be invented; I was led as a lamb or as an ox
to ~l1e slaughter, there. :was ,no Il!itigation at all of the
rigor of the sentence, but rather InO~ punishment added
t.O it. The books were otl'ered 'tip. in three burnt otl'erings unto the unknown God; and I myself was otl'ered
upon the pillory, to the rude multitude to be slain or
ston~d to death, and it waS the wonderful providence
o.fGod that I escaped with my life, or being maimed in
my limbs, which would have been worse than to be
killed outright. Now is my testimony finished, in that
the last true Prophet that God will ever send, sutl'ered
for the truth as all his servants the Prophets did that
went before me. The world shall never have Prophet
of the Lord more to persecute while the world doth last,
for the mystery of God is finished, both by declaration
and sutl'ering, as was declared by his Servants the Pro-
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phets and Apostles of old. Wait but a while with pa..
tience and we may see, how God will pour out his wrath
and vengeance upon this wicked, world~ and especially
upon the City of'London,wliohas shed ,the blood'ofthe
last true Prophet that God will ever se'nd~ thou~h i not
unto death; my il1:nocent blood will be a ~estlmony
against them,' and ~il1 cry to J:Ieaven f()r veng~!1Jlce, for
they thirste'd 'after it as: fqr ~weet wine, tlnd how:they
have ·d~)k il bothgreat tllid(s~a~l~ t1i,~irthirst'ls"htljet
quenched' because I ,am yet:alive ;. Qijd 'd6~hseldom<lM
sing "&f'l1his haturego' unpunished' ins' tHiS' lite, besides
the punishment in the life to come, ' but ;giv~'them ;theit
own' blood to -drink by:destruction, for 'they are 'worthy
t~~ it ouehed ' God~s' llnnointed ProplIet, and' doth ,them
harm !~>

"

'"

'

""

"

,

.,,

'

TIfu ~ft\Ct8" ofjtti~~,,"biDg8 ' Win"s~ol'tly, 'come' to pass
and~be;madei mliBitew. I' citHfib~'" ~~I'ellW8Ce6Utlt
ye'tcabontthe flne', it"iS .soow.,', I 'am y~5i~Newgate, but
removedinto the· Press~yard, a· litttel;~tter place:tliai1;I
hadbefbre. I have a handsome chamber fOr ten shill.
lings : a _week by" myself, ,where;-,m :' wife and friends
may. come' free!y .to;; me; . ~! a,m . 1 . rent} ,:. rec~
ve~d ~fmy .~nd~ ~at tliw ool(f,~'.etttl " , ", ' ~c~e
to' ~e s'til~~u~' · not'-Soiei:tteme'as ' before,' 1liope 11 shall
outgo it: and:be weI,; again. My wife is not: very well,
her-grief-and , troubles havebe,e n so many and so great
onate, that it is a wonder she holds ' up so :weill asslie
d6th: :
/
r , r , L' , "
'" A:~~Y-' the: coPJ-· ?ftb~indi~bnen~ it i.s 'v~~ ·I~rf#e),'~;'id
c~nftoo.bel had~ my Attorney bath It,b:u~ ~e · wlioleln..
I ,

:~~~e~:~.t;:l· ~"f~~~'· Q~!i::sb~~~~~0:do[~t~~ !~~;
else at 'all; and:ae forthe 'pap&r: pinried to tnybreast, it
cannot be had, it was So daubed with dirt; but the
words were these'! Lodowicke Muggleton standeth'upon ~h~pillory for publishing and printing': a .:~eretical,
sedttlOus apd blasphemous books; ' these were 'all the
words of it in great letters.
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Th.us I have given you an account of the substance
of things that have happened unto me; particulars
wo~ld lJ1.~ke a volume. I was willing ·to satisfy your
des~re with my own hand-writing, with my love .and
my wife's loveremembe:t;ed to yourself and to Betty
Marsden, your maid Ann, and all Friends else there
with you, I take leave and remain your Friend in the

eteJ;~l ~ -

LODOWICKE MUGGLETON,

From tke Press

Yard, Newgate,
I"ondon, Febru.ary 22d, 1676.

AOop'!J of a Letter, written by the Prophet Lodowicke
Mugglet!>n to Mr. Thomas .Tompk~son, o.l Slade
' lfo~e; m 8ta.fltn:ds~tre,beanng ·~ from Ltmt{Oft,

114JioJ·NovetftlM,

."8: '" .:..

-

I..ouihg Friend, Thomas Tomplcinson,

I

SHALLgiv~

you a little account of those things
that were then upon me when you were in London last,
w:bidi calls.ed me to absent my own bouse, neitber ~ave
~ l>,e~~ .,,~ ~olJle never since, nor know not wbenl sball,
~o,t .t~e' ~mg·!i messeng~r~, bil.y~ - ~¢~;Q.·~,\~~k after me
several times, but have 1~1l~s~4. of me ; and It lean keep
out ofthei~ hands, '(as l}vill ao iny endeavour,) I shall
de&lwell enougb with all iny en~mies, which are many,
let I see the law, and money will bridle them all; so
the 'bi~ of the bridle be of silver to put in their ~ouths,
itwiUJ{.~ep their necks straitto the law, and turn th.~i1,"
beads a~ilde every w~y. I bave been a who!~ y~ar in
taw with two persons that do trespass upon tbe widoW
Brunt; . and after per 'death it fell into my bands, so ~
co'nimeilced two suits oflaw against them, butthey had
severalpij.t oifs, ,vhich caused a greatcha.rge the more
tp ~~ :~nd. :some~o thein~e'ves, but I fql10wing ~t, 4!11
fasi as the law would permit ; they p~rceivipg the ' J~w
c

18
,vent against them, they devised to put me into theSpiritual Court, thinking to get me excommunicated,that
I might not have the benefit of the law in these two
cailses; but I defendod mys~lf in the spiritual court,
so that would do them no good.
They seeing that would not do; they devised another
device, to inform the Warden of the Company of Stationers, that 1 had printed blasphemous books, being
unlicensed, which caused six men that belonged to
them to break open four doors, and took away fifty
pounds worth of books, under the pretence of being
unlicensed. After these men had broke open my doors
anil took away my books, they finding that I would
sue them at the law for what they had done, they got
a warrant from the council table for my person, but I
have kept out of their hands hitherto, and have overthrown themmenin law, and.cast them, and recovered
my title to the ground that was the Widow Brunt's:likewise I have arrested two or three of those men that
broke the door, and do proceed in law against them,
and c!fl intend b put in our dec1al'ation in court this
week, so we shall go right to bring it to a trial next
t~rm. A Iso I have proceeded in the spiritual 'court &0
far as to get out their libel to see what they charge me
with, and do intend to carry it out of the spiritual court
into the court of king's bench, then I shall be ,the plaintiff in both suits, for they hang together, and'now I
have done with the other two causes, I shall the better
follow these two.
'
, I have acquainted several of our friends here in London, and advised with them, that if they of our faith
tha:tare of ability, will assist me in these two causes to
'\Yage law with them, and they are very free and willing
to contribute towards the charge of law; we being
many, thetburthen will not be very great upon any partic~lar person, it is left to everyone's freedom whether
th~y will give ~ny thing. or no. ' It concerns all of this
falth,-and'I wIll stand III the gap to manage the law
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by my atto1'lley, alld if I do overthrow them in both
courts as I hope I shall, it will be upon record, 80 that
none will meddle with me more about those books for
ever. 1 have. advised with the council that they have
done that which the law will not justify them in what
th~y have done, for it is contrary to law and to several
acts of parliament; however it goeth, on my side or
not, it will be good for the age to come, not to suffer
any envious devil to do as they have done; if I lose
my books they shall not have them for nought, and
make others afraid to do the like.
Therefore if you please to propound this to as many
of this faith as you know, whose minds are free .to contribute what they please towards this business, I shall
be very willing to accept of it. Teus I have given you
as short an accountt as I can of those matters and
troubles I hayePAssed .throughune whole year, and
how long my troubles will last yet I know not.
So I shall say no more at present, only my love and
my wife's remembered unto yourself and wife; I take
leave and rest your friend in the true faith,

LODOWICKE MUGGLETON.
14th Nov. 1676.

A Oopy of a Lette1' written by the Prophet Ladowicke
Muggleton, to Mr. 1'homas Tompkinson; bearing date
April23d, 1677.
Loving Friend in the truefa#h, Thoma8 Tompkinson,

THIS is to certify you, that I received of Mr. Delamain ten shillings at one time, and thirteen shillings
and sixpence at a another time, which you and the rest
of friends did send to him for me according as their
particular names were set down; but I gave Mr. Delamain orders to give you an account that he had received
the money both times, and had given it to me according to your order, but not that he should mention
every person's name nor every particular shilling that
every person gave. It was both troublesome and needc2

'20

less, and very inconvenient if the world should have
Seen it; therefore a receipt in general was enough, for
if we received all that was sent, we mast needs understand the names of them that sent it and all particulars.
I hope you nor the rest of friends do not doubt of
Mr. Delamain's faithfulness to delivel" to me whatsoever is 'sent to me by any friend of ours in 'a ny parts of
. the world, both by sea and land; whatsoeter hath
been dir~cted to him to be ~iven to m~, either letters
or any thlDg else, he hathfalthfullydehvered, unto me,
and I have desired him to give a receipt for me in general, when I have not been capable to write myself•
. aildit hath satisfied all friends else; so that it ' was
partly my fault more than his, that he did not write
any larger at that time, for I and: he and all our fIjends
else here inLQridon w~re ingreat'trouble, ;aJ.ld bad not ,
leisure to write at that tim~, for the· shepherd: being
smitten, the sheep were all scattered.
Upon the 17th of January last past, judgment was
given upon me to stand upon the pillory in three places
of the City of London; and the books they took away
from me were divided into three J>arts, and were so
burnt before my face the three days I stO'odon the pillory ;so they offered up the books as three burnt offer/ ings unto the unlnown God, and they offered me up as
a sacrifice to he slain by the rude multitude; and it was
a wonderful providence I was not slain outright; I was
exposed to the utmost rigonr of the law, more than
any man that suffered in that kind. Howeverthey
:'have shed the blood of the last 'Prophet, though not
u~todeatb; o~! wh~t shall be don,e unto this bloody
Clry for sheddrng of tnnocent blood! the God of heaven shall say unto this bloody city, "You shall be .pu, nished with poverty and beggary; but those who have
bade a hand in the persecution and blood of my servant
; the Prophet, ' shall be cast into the bottomless pit in
'utter darkneSs, where is 'Weeping ~and . gnashiBg-ofteeth
for evermore, where they shall never see.bl'ightday to

eternity." This J am sure will be theefie,dt1tpOB ,.hose
tJaatMve had ·a ,b~d in thissu1leringoi\miDB.
I eunot enlatge ill plUti.eulam of 1ilws.e._g:nea1l sWfeyings bath ·ru..p,en~cl· to am of late, i.t w,ollJd .1mttO'O, lallge
a volume 110 ieliatetite'pa:pticulruJs.: o£ it; butiY0li1tmders1iand b;y; alittle'~laa* a ,grn,t dJeBhmeanetb.. '
So. heing in ha., ·1 shalttRke ieoMe> and mBt,ODiy
my loveto;YOWlS8lf,ruili "·WiN's·b~ve to, y-uW!reH 8II1rl
wife, alldall&iendls _e·,tOOl!e wM!k;y-.
i

I rest YQ{Jr·lovw.g friend. ~ the the truefaitb.
t.(i)DOWICK,E MUGGiLE'IG)){.
From the PreslJYard, Newgaie,
AfJf'# 2&rd, J,6'717.

A: (;0P!I ofa Lett{!r written by file Prophet Lodowicke
Mugpleton to Mr. George Gam1Jle ofO()fk in Irelaru1~
beartng date, August '2Oth, 1677.
l:ovi,tqjjWendrin tltefJruejaith,
,
THESE lineslll'eUl' ialfmlm~JQfl'd "inUN!,¢C)JJ.oom-

iJIg my sutrering~; IshaAJd,illcr Mooh, uponl .htL Qhief
heads of the whole matter, for particulars'Qld· circum~t8l}Pes· would make avolume,'Wh~hsbanbe lett ,upon
record, with many otbera~ts ,and.; sufferings done. by
.Jlohnl\eeve and m,.self,whjcb will' bepublishooJ .after
mydQath.
.
Bllt 6:$ to,1hispresent,sui[el'ing ofmine, upon,the 17th
. detyof,Jannary" 167,7, I was. tried .and condemned.
AJtd .in ~e tl!ial I would,note to you this, the· judges
were' divided in. t4emsQl~,es,' the, judges. djd.nritgive
eoltSent ,to that sentence·; therefol'.e not to. rep,eat: cu..cmmstances; nor par~~ulars, I shall noie,tbis passage
unto.yourthat,ono Qtthejudges said.
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"Gentlemen of the Jury,
" I cannot see by the laws of England how you can
bring this man in guilty," with many words to that purpose, "therefore," said he to thejury," look to it."
. Then stood up another judge, chief of England, and
said, "that if it were not law we will make it law," and
many other words to that purpose, to provoke the jury
to bring me in guilty, else they would be partakers
with me in that horrible blasphemy; so the jury did
hearken to him, and brought me in guilty.
Upon which the sentence was given in thus, THAT
the court had no love to my person, and were !§orry
that the laws of England were so unprovided to punish such crimes of this nature. Therefore saith he,
we shall give you but an easy punishment, that is, you
shall stand upon the pillory three days in three of the
most eminent places In the City of London, two hours
at a time, from 11 o'clock in the forenoon till one of the
clock in the afternoon, and a writing shall be tied upon your breast, to show the cause why you sufler, and
that my books should be divided into three parts, and
burnt by the common hangman before my face every
day I stood upon the pillory, and that 1 should be fined
five hundred pounds, and after the fine was satisfied, I
should put in bail for my good behaviour during my life,
and that none should be bail but such as were not of
my principles.
This is the very substance and almost verbatim, the
'
words and truth of this sentence.
This sentence have I suffered in every tittle in the
greatest rigour that could possibly be inflicted upon
man; they made me ride in a cart as a thief, Qr a murderer, bare-headed,without hat or cap, which never
was done in England before: I stoo<l bare-headed,
which no cheat nor bawd ever did; .I was set as a mark
for everyone to throw a stone at me, my books were
offered up in three burnt offerings, . at three sacrifices
unto the unknown God before my face,and lmyselfwas
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offered up as a sacrifice to. the rude multitude, I was
bruised and battered with dirt, mud, rGtten eggs and
stGnes; and my innGcent blGGd was,shed, thGugh nGt
unto. death; ,it was the wGnderful prGvidence Gf GGd I
was nGt slain Gutright. That my life was preserved
being expGsed to. the rude multitude, even to' unreaSGnable men, such as Paul in the like case desired to. be,
deli vered frGm ;' so. that .the blGGd Gf the last true PrGphet that GGd will ever send hath been shed by this
blGody city Gf LGndon; which innGcent bloGd dGth
cry to heaven fGr vengeance Gn them that have had a
hand in it, because it was shed fGr GGd's cause Gnly
therefGre the sin is the greater; I was willing to. have
been stGned to. death by the rude multitude, and WGuid
have gGne Gff the pillGry to. be stGned to. death, but the
Gfficers w~)Uld nGt let me CGme dGwn. . . , .
. Wheu ~his ;waa over, ;,and ;myw9un4s washed, and
the blGod 's tanched.,lWas was put -into thecGld cell~r
again the same day at night; I went three pair Gf stairs
to my lodging, and the next day I WGuld willingly have
kept my bed all day, being nGt well Gf my wGunds, but
the keeper ~aid, if I WGuid nGt CGme dGwn into. the
cellar in the afternGGn, they WGuid put me into the
cGlllmGnside, so.. I was .fGrced to. CGme dGwn into. the
cellar, which had.more ,need, to. bave,kept my bed; but
there is no. mercy in prison .for,in hell ,there is no. mercy
but justice Gnly; neIther is , there any mercy in prisGn
keepers at allwithGut prGfit; and I was ,very well satisfied that GGd's hell which he hath prepared fGr all
persecuting devils will be WGrse, . neither will there be
any mercy at all there, but justice Gnly, and in the assurance Gf this I rest satisfied. And when I was in
the celler, William Penn and William Mead came to.
talk with me, which I wa$ unwilling at that time to.
talk with any man in prisGn~ yet Penn asked me "if I
had peace in this my sufferingl" I saidI had, and that
,now I had finisbedmy testimGny and seafed it with my

blood; andithatl sh(}ulduev..efsll.r m.ore fur it while
I live, whi~h I know I shall not.
' Th08ea4'e the ,...~Ms th~t hegtound:ed that repoi't,
" that I had d~ttredtnyeomlnission." FurthMl, he and
several Quaket~*p0n a ,report that the Q\lflket's were
the authors ofttlis- my~u.ring~ b~eause, tft~indl~tlnent
against me was taken wbolty out of that book, oo.lI~d
, the Necks (Jf tile Quakers ~I'ok'en,' th~re W8.8 not tbe
least syllable i9 the indictment taken out of ahy otIMt
books b"t out of that only. But I an-swered Penliand
the test,1I1at I did not think that the Quakers had any
haRd in thi$ m.y suff~ring, but do clear the Quakers
fr~ hav.ing any .band hl this matter, though I knew
mMly oflh&tn weN glad itl their heart! that it was dORe

by others.
,
.
'
,
No,! I ,have givell ,{)Uti ,Bmall ROO9\ltlt 9f Iny 8utl6r...

in~, let ,M & ~i•• ~. ~'t•• a6OOft».t Of~, \leli'V~mnee:
'WIllie 1 wastB thepreMj-ytmt aptisoo6rj tile 5~nft's sent
several tittles by.he gofll keeper to see what I would do
about the tirte, but they 'Were at no certainty what fine
ihey reqUited; at lat!.t t'h~tlerk of Newgi1~said, they
would take a fifth ~t', Which was one hund;red pounds,
I wl\sl,oalh t~~tv' 80 DfuOh, tLlld ~. ,~ , aI~ ~ftJt.. a-qur..
1et, or a yeaf IoRger fD'sMfi& rea80:as I had, ad ·a&r
that time Ilippolnted Wlso.w, I Ben' a lett~rro the
~hetitfs to treat with them about the fine, blit they were
'Very bigh, and 'Would not abate one shUlingof ali hundred pounds, and the cause why, I undel8t&nd, they
WeM proifel'ed by some of the goaters and others,
.ntJUMr-edpounds to kMP me a prisoner for ever, or
e~e· t6 have '. la.r gtetsufii of money for my tansom, I
f}erceiV~ had not th~ ~Mrift'8 honour laid II1.the stake, I
bad been bought and soMas JOHphwll!J in ggypt, a
prisoner during ute or till such ranstlm 'Was paia,. it
would have beefi a great disparagement to the shetUfs
if they had sold me,such 88 never;vas d9fieifl England
before. But they hftving an eye to credit and some-

what to conscience, they would not do such wickedness; but however it caused them to abate nothing of
an hundred pou~ds, neither would' they give any time,
but to lay- down the money presently; so we bo.rrowed
an. hundred pounds the next day and gave it to them
upon the 19t~ day of July, 16'7'7, and the same day at
mght I wasrelea8~d .out of prison.
.
Iwas' prized at a goodly price, ' far higher than the
Lord of life was prized wben he.was on earth, he was
valued but at thirty pieces of silver, but they valued
. me at one hundred pieces of silver; the thirty pieces of
silver was thirty pounds they valued Christ at, ~lse it
would not have bought the potter's field, and the
hundred pieces' of silver they valued me the last true
Prophet, and Witness of the Spirit, it was an hundred
pounds ;uDd the caU8e why·thefvaluedme at such an
higll'f)rj¢(hlb've'ilil ~bwl' ~dm~.r, it 'w as be(!ause .
theY' knew'I 'b~<:I sonu~r inheritance and interest in this
world,but the Lord of life ' had riot a place to lay his
head, therefore was he valued at such a low price; and
because they knew I had some interest in the world,
and many followers of me, therefore they valued me at
such a high price of a hundred pounds of silver; and
as the thirty pleces of silver ' ~as ,tba price of. innocent
, blood, therefore not fit,to be putm~9 . the treasury to be
expended upon any holy use; br'to'relieve the poor, but
to buy a .potter's field to bury the stinking carcasses of
strangers, thieves, and murderers, so that the thirty
pieces of silver was besto'Yed upon the basest way
suitable to the purchasers, being the price of innocent
blood; .so likewi,se th~ bundre,d pieces of silver I
am valued at, it is the price of mnocent blood also, a
very goodly price '; and this money will not be put into
the treasury to repair churches, or relieve the poor, hri.t
will be spent basely iIi lusts and drunkenne~s, and voluptuousness to the p~rchasets of it, being the price of
innocent blood.
..
. ..
.
Thus have I given you an account of the whole matD
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ter as short as I can, both of my sufferings an,d delivery
out of all these troubles, and that I am indifferent well
in health; being restored to my own house again I
thought good to write these lines unto you, to .satisfy
you in those parts touching all those things that have
happened unto me of late here in London. If you rlease
you may shew this letter to those of this faith, If you
think fit, but shew it to none of the contrary party, let
the blind lead the blind, that they may both fall into
the ditch together.
'
So not to trouble you any further, but do remember
my love, and my wife's love unto yourself, and to your
goo~ wife; unknown to me by the natural sight of the
eye; but the time shall come, she shan see me face to
face, when'I am in abetter conditioJ:l. th8.ll now I am i~,
even upon a throne of glory, though now I have been
upon a throne of shame and reproach, even a pillory.
My dear love remembered to Colonel Phaire and his
good wife. to Major Dennison and Captain ,Gale, to
whom I am much engaged for his kind token long ago,
.and to all the rest of the friends in the faith there with
you. I take leave and rest,
Your friend in the eternal truth,
LODOWICKE MUGGLETON.

The Oopy of a Letter written by the Prophet Lodowicke
, Muggleton, to Mr. Thomas Nosworthy, in Antigua,
dated from London November 4th, 1679.
Loving Friend in the truefaith, Thomas Nosworthy,

.THIS is to certify you that I received your letter
about the beginning of Oct. 1679, with your brother's
letter from Virginia, and that you received my letter
with the rest, that we received your kind tokens. I
am glad you receive satisfaction of mind though it be

but in temporal affairs" is more than all the riches of
this world, what is it without peace of mind j but that
peace that Howeth from the assurance of eternal salvation in the life to come, all the kingdoms of this ,world
is not to be compared unto it, but when thfs temporal
peace and eternal peace doth meet together in one soul,
which I do not question, but they do in you, so that
nothing under tliesun can be compared with it.
I have read over your brother's letter,he writeth very
well as to moral wisdom, and as to temporal affairs,
but stone blind as to spiritual and heavenly wisdom,
even like unto those David speaketh of, who said to
those prophets that came in the name of the Lord, "we
desire not the knowledge of thy law, therefore depart
from us. So doth your brotherbyt,h,os,e bOoPll.,s,y10u sent
. him,for he doth count the truth ., of God ;! ~n(L~e wisdo.m of heaven a stulilbling ~Wbcli ·indeeduntoi ~hem.
, AndyOtl .thaysee what reward you have for.your
good will, you are counted a poor weak man by it, and
fallen into a greater error than you were in when you
were a Quaker, and in effect they desire not the knowledge of God's law nor of your books, but do wish you
had never sent them j neither would they have yourself
, to~lieve them, b,?tto depart from them as, they .have
dQne"for they deSIre not the knowledB;eofthem neIther.
Therefore do you do as Christ did, he went to his
owrt,~ but his own received him not, neither did he do
, any miracle because of theirunbeliefj so you sent
books t~ your relations, but they received them not in
, Io"e, neIther could they convert any of them, because
of their unbelief. It is a vain thing to write or send
any heavenly matters among the heathen, for. they will
coun.t you the greater deluded and in the greater error;
therefore let no heavenly wisdom come there no more.
I am glad you are recovered to your health again, and
except tQe truth were locked up in a chest and never
' opened, it will meet with oppositions as I perceive you
do.

D2
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I have been more sick of a fever and ague this spring
than ever I was in my life, butriow I am inbealth
again, and as for your sending three 'tbousandpounds
weight in sugar, and consigning it to our friend Mr.
Saddington, this is to let you know that he is dead a
matter of six weeks, almost before your letter came to
my hands: likewise, I asked Mr. Clarke if he would
undertake that which MI'. Saddington should have done,
but he saith, he will not concern himself in such matters at all, so that there is no friend at all, that I know
of, that is of any ability that will meddle in it, nor
have any concerns in ship affairs, and if those that
are poor should undertake it, perhaps they will sell the
sugar and spend ~he money, so you may lose all. And
as for my part, ~ nevei'could,endure to cODcern~yself
with any snip or sea aifairs if ' it Weree'fer ,80 much for
my pro.fit. Therefore I thought good to acquaint you
and give you notice, that you may appoint sQme other
man that you can confide in, that you know hath been
used and knoweth the custom and manner of sea affair,
~nd of the custom-house; . we are all very ignorant of
these.matteI:S, tbereforeunwilling to meddle in it. And
. as. for yo~r sellding me a further token ot' 'Your love, I
know it is out of pure love, but my desire is, that you
would not send any thing to me at all, and I shall take
it as kindly at your hands, and have as great a love for
you, as if you had sent it, because I have enough in this
world and have no need, neither would I have you to think
that I db refuse your kindness out of any scorn, but out of
true love~ knowing that I have less need than yourself,
neitheido llove trouble myself to trouble others.
This with my love and my wife's love presented unto
you; and· to those two frie~ds you sp~ak of in your letter; 1 take leave and remam your frIend,

LODOWICKE MUGGLETON.
London, 4th

Nov~

16;9.

A Oopy of d Letter written :bytke Prophet Lodowiclce
Muggleton to Mr. James Whitehead oj Braintree in
Essex, bearing date from Lon40n, October 18th, 1680.
Beginning a8joUowing.
Dearfriend 'Jame8WkiteielJd.

I,re.ce.~te? :you~J~tte"'A,~te~ October 12th, wherein I

per~~l'!~

we,

that
co~"~~ryJustices have agreed and drawn
up an order·for the compelling of all persons to come
to their parish church, according to the act made ill
the first year of the reign o(Queen Elizabeth.
I cannot conceive how the justices of peace in any
county have authority and power to put tha~ act in
execut~on in these ~ays,e~~,~~t a~, ~ct o!. Jl'¢~~!*~nt ~o

aut~. n.se the.,
... ) ¥;tt.,~
....b.~~
. , paIr..
. . ~~lt ~~ ~~~O:l~~e.~ls

!:fe8!t;a:g:~'!r .thelr1i;ists:~t:~lr;rot~!~~~t· e~fs~

copal and puritans di go to church generally; there
was no Dissenters then as there is now, there was then
when this act was made but two denominations, that
is to s~y, papist and protestant; so that act the . in..
ten~ of ,it was . on~y. against the papist" and not
agam~t t~e protesian~ m~~~ .!e~. ~t,;, ,a~d ,n.~ r~sed to
~?rShI{> mthe p~otestap.t ~liurclie$. ~ut~e ~aplsts; ~!lt
It IS said that thIS act IS m force to dissenters now 1D
regard it stands unrepealed .
.In Ilnswer to tha~, As that act is not repealed by parliament, neither hath it been confirmed and put in executibn .\ly. any.act, of :parli~ment . since,. t.he king ~as
restored, so th~ no Justices ought to put It III exeeutU)D ;
for ihis is to .:he minded, that this act hath been laid
aside in Eng~and, Scotland, and Ireland, and thre~ or
four governments . and ~arliaments have 'laid that ·act
aside, as in king James s time, and king Charles the
first, and thegovemment olthat, called the commonw,ealth,and since king Cha!les t~e second was restored,
all these governments laId aSIde that act of Queen
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Elizabeth, and. made laws of their own for the quiet of
, the J).ation, not Qie<Jdting with th~t act of Queen Elizabe~~"that was made, :~aipst't~e papists only. But to
, ,~~ISry you fur~er, th~ ~X,~CU~I~n of that act hath been
endeavoured by several justi~es , in . Ertgland and practiced by them, for when 1 was prisoner in Derby gnal
there was twelve men of th~·b8ptist people iJ). prison,
14.or ,not pa.. . yiogt~e,lv.e-pence ,8 SU.'nday .for not gOi.ng to
chu~c~f, ~Ad ;the ju~tic~s of tha~, cou,ntydid ~ommitthem
, .to, \>N~W" forqoth~Rg el~e ; because thekmg haa set
f~r~;R( a;._R.r.oclJl~~Hlt~on. , sUItable to that act, that every
person . '~at 4I~ ! not, come ~o ~hurch every Sunday,
~h'aIIl<J.J>;NT, twe~:v~-F,e,nce ;, ~bvt It was alledged before
., O'er~~.'S~I\~ ~~,t ~b...'t~~B~!~S so.'m
. e of t1hem shhoul~ sday ,
;, Jtl1cm
.' .. ,., ft
lia~t];~
,lMn~ti'
, .,':pcl"""'~t~OI!
t e JU ge_
...
. .-r ~.-m .... •
~ ' r~. :J..} ..m
, ... ~
.f ' ~.' ,"'~ ~ ( !:was,,no ' aw;
' :L :':" ~ k"
Sp"l ,n o " ".
'. ,' , e crt " 11~1 J,"'.. ~ s ro
. . • . t .l ;;,;;,
••.•.. ·"." h
''' ' . '"'
..C,J"v
... '.'t''b em
" WI liout
.~J8.J~~p.n
A<?r . ,". . 1 ". '~~N'.f't' ; ~;R
;<J~ltt~(l
paylll~
tIllPg for no ~Oln.g to church, ?nly the fe~s
of the prison. ' After thIS trIal that practIce was laId
aside by .the justices in those parts ever since; several
of ou.,r fri~nc:lS did pay.. t.we. lve.:-pen.ce a wee.k for .a. while,
,it, a",ilp:6t hi$t l~pg• . Aft~xjhisJbe ,J'ust~ces in C~m,"pr~es1{i!'e:i~r~ ·· ~L~~+ ',f ': >llr~"clof: 'Q ' ee , Elidis, seute,J.;S, tQ p~~w~Ive-pence ~ . week for. not commg, to
. church; o.u r frIends dId pay It for a whIle, but the JUstices not being contented withtweive-pence a week, they
p.roceeded further to another act of Queen Elizabeth~
Jnade;, against the papists, " ,that if any per$on were
W.t.~4i·iiI~? ,the q~arter " s~~sions ,for not go~g ' to ch,urch
~~'j~J'~lCltRg~lb,er, . b,~.should ,pay but8s. but If he
. wer.~ . citep.Ju fqr P,Qt. gP,~~g ~Q church a whole month,
then . it w'a8:,~~,., ,th~sdid 'o ur friend Dickenson suffer,
alld othe.r ,djs§J,~~t~~rs-, 'bq,t'this did not last long bq.t fell
tothe ground-. ,
, ',': ,,',1 suppose ',th~~ the jll:stI~~S, of the, J?~~~e, for yo~r
, ~~Y!lty; do thmk al}~ hope th~t ,the p~rh8:m'.mt 'when It
slis, ~dln;lake an ,act to establ~sh t~elr order they have
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drawn up. ' ,This is but' 'a ba~ . tirllefor justic~s' to 'COI&"
bine t~~ether to fo~~e the,c{)~~eienc~s of' three!'p~~s ,of
the nation ; but It IS ~opedt~e" p'arha~ent hat~' ~ys . , ,
of more cons~quepceand''Welgp~ior~he , g~od of'. "~· "
nation, than ,to huin~ti~ the ~a!ice , ofa .few justices;..l;;;~ ,.

~n:th::\1r;:~:;t~~:'ii~~}l'~~~;:I~lbri~1 ., see; ~M~, ~a:l' ' .

T,hus.I ,h~v~,gly~~ J~u, .aJl~qeJ;J~~t_. ~o~~e~~lln~th.e .'
law, and ,how Ju~tl~,es ; ~ateacted ,·coll~rary .~ : ~~w,' an~ ,"~
many have suffered by unjUst men'that have rntrde theIr',,':
own wills a law, being backed by authority'; ,a nd how ','
could the , inno~ent h~lp thelllselves, but 'bore down
th~ir necks and take the , yoke.th~t: ~ic~ed~en'i h!;~ ,,.
la~d upon ~he~. And ,as for, my:~dv~~e ,l,n~~,~.s '~P:1Dg l~~, ' ,thiS, that l.fthlS ord.e. r to:comnelattnerso.Jl's'·' Jlillf .&n'.! .
not .bowd9W.j1r~Q' tSMt, ~6i51ill;~; (lf~C'Om\! to HtF ' ~pe.: '
ral and 'tal(~! pl~de'~~~~~ ,n!ll.~~'hilf.t1fo~~ :ot. 6.tir~fai~li' .
that are able to give' 'twelve-pence: Q' Sunday, rather
than let
'
[The remainder of this letter by some accident torn out.) ,
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A Oopy of a Letter written by :the\'Prop~8,;.; L9dowicke '
Muggt'eton to Mr. John WAalle!l, ~beanng date, May
the lIth, 1681.
. " (,
',
Mr. John Whalky,

I received your letter,dated February 12th, '1680; in
answer to mine; and 'I give 'you thanks thatyouga~
me your answer which ?ause~hme.toW:ritethis on~e
more' unto ,you, conce,rmng thiS bUSiness.
First, you say that I was misinformed in :thatyou
stopped Nurse ' Holland's legacy for,her abusing Y()U; .
b~t you say the truth of the matter was, you stopped
her le~acy, because you found that you lost from your
father s death to that time of , what was -committed to
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her charge more than eight pound$; this, you say,
caused you to forbe~r the payment of her legacy. .• '
Answer. Why dld/ou not then sue her for thIS at
the law! but you sue her at tbe. law for her ~busive
words to you. And Mrs. Mi4dletQn~ and,she and you
together, did tui.n ',the poor woman at tbe law, and
made her spend all her wages she had of the captain
and Mrs. Middleton, and you got nothing by it; you
two pu~ished her enough for berabusive words, w1i~ch
I blamed h~r very much for; and though the cause was
Mrs. Middleton's yet you did appear in it, so that by
the eft'ort there was no great mistake that the legaey w~s
stopped for her abusing yo,u,' ,i n, that y.ou did not, sue her
at tlie law for whatyo,u charge her,with, but now the
Cll$e is altered." theJ~ga6i 'isllli~, ~ sure as :if it had
been given in the ~~i;': peither:dQ: yQ~ f~U,QW. what l .and
my friends have don~;' and 'must do 'in reJievirig ber in
that miserable, poor, and sick condition this long time;
so that she could do no less than make that legacy over
to me.
Secondly, you say that your father left his estate so ,
much in debt, in mortgages, bonds, bills and book debts,
that it was very little worth more than the legacies have
charged it withall, especially if I consider how miserably out of repair 'he left the house
As for that, I understand, that the greatest part of
that money Mr. Cally was engaged for upon them
houses, his own house he lived in did pay; for I am
informed, you had two hundred pounds fine .and ten
PQunds a year for that house ever sinee, , ~d that now
you have eighty pounds a year coming in for their rents,
besides ten pounds a year ground rent to the College,
besides your father's good$, plate a~cJjewels, and whatsoever is your ~OD'S is in your possession. ' Which flne '{
and rent this three ' years and a half, I suppos~ , ,r1lay
defray all mortgages, bills, debts, and legacies,- )V~icJl ~
I conceive cannot be much less than £100, whicl\ .1',
suppose you are to payout of the estate; but what' is'
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tbili to me f if it were twice as much mQre I have nothing
tf;) do wi~h ih the law hath given you the rule of it, and
power to disPQ~~ of it, ~s it mall in trust for your own

.child..

.

Thjrdly, you say, that till the 1Il()I1gages,bonds, bills
and honest debts be paid yo'! e~nnot l~wfully pay ber
legacy; and if the law do allowit, you say, her legacy
shflll be the .last that shall be paid when the estate is
cle41ed, an,<,l you get D}oney over or out of it, which is
~$ tnlJch 8~ to say, you will never pay that legacy at all ;
for who shall know of you when tne estate is clear, and
whe,n you have money over and above out of the estate,
3~re :JlO counsel tol~ you that to be law or justice.
FQUtihly, yous~y, if you have paid off debts or legacieti, it wa.s to preserve the estate and your father's
l'eput~~ion .
. .W~t)·Ol,l, 4ave dQne of that pature !t ~a~ to p~e,serve
'O"l'Q~ j~~lef3'. a~dYQurownchdd s ~nherItance;
YQU bemg e~eellt()' III trust, else the chIld and you
both lPight have been disinherited; for there was estate enough left to discharge all things in your father's
will to DlY knowledge; therefore you need not plead
your father's reputation, for this I must tell you, I have
b~i}n AJl ~C.llt9l' myself to houses that hav,e been
JBorigage41, ~ild 1.egaeies giveIl1 l!-nd d. ehts to pay, aJl,d
mOlley owi~g t? me besides, yet I have been faithful in
my ,~.cutorshlp, to pay the mortgages and honest
del)t~ that were dq,e. and all the legacies 'according to
the
of the deceased, before I paid my own debt or
)lad received it out of the rents; for this I must tell
fOu, tbatl~~.cies are to be p~id ,,:,he~ber we "recei,ved
It 01lt of ~lie rent or no: besIdes It IS a very unjust
thi~g andgl1i~t upon the conscience ofman not to fulfil
tb~ will of the dead; I have }{,nQwn a ,,:oful effect upon
()J}e that Ikll~W foJ' not fulfilhng the wdl ,o f the dead.
Fifthly, I ,IIlaken() question liut you. have paid your
.Q-wn legacy, ,of ,£00 fA) yo~rself, and that you have paid
yoP¥ Cather ~ ,klnsW:9~~,n s legacy of £30, and that you
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have paid Mr. Butler's legacy of £50, debt and legacy,
and all other legacies mentioned in the will.' Certainly
the estate would have paid this £10 legacy' as well as
the rest if you had pleased, and you may pay it now to
me if you please; and you have reason so to do because
it is my right and the law requires it.
.
Sixthly, you say, if I am resolved to sue you in her
behalf, you say, for my sake, you will put me to as lit~
tIe charge as you can, and answer me in any court ;
likewise you say, that an executor in trust pays no
costs.
As to this, I am unwilling on my o.wn behalf to sue
you in any court at all, if you will pay it me,or any
other Ishall appoint quietly, for she hath nothing to
do in this matter now: also, I know an executor in
trust pays no costs, yet thi~ 1 must t~.lJ YOll, t~at 'You
must pay the legacy, and If you put me to spend 'ten
pounds to get ten pounds, it is not the first ten pounds
I have spent in law to get that which is my right; besides, though you pay nQ costs you must loose your
own costs as I do mine.
Seventhly, you say, that you disbursed moneys for
me when I was in troubles.
.
To this I say, you were the man that put fue upon
that way; I being innocent and ignorant of that · proceedings, was led as a lamb before my potent enemies,
and was not to open my mouth, for my dependance
was wholly upon you, and those you employed in that
business; and when I came before the court you durst
not appear yourself nor those you did emplQY, neither
counsel nor attorney, nor no other durst appear to
speak a word for me in my behalf. The Judges called
for one Rous, answer was made, he was sick a .bed.The Judges called for two men more, answer was made
to the court, That they were gone into Southwark about
earnest business; so that I was made a scoff and derision to the whole court; and Jeffreys pleaded to ·the
Judges, that this was but Qne of Muggleton's cheats,
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and that I did· not owe Mrs. :naIl any thing, for she
was called in; and one King that you employed which
managed the business was called for, but there was
none to answer, nor to receive me, so that I was returned
back again to Newgate with great disgrace, and with
great charges; and I seeing I was so basely abused by
them you did employ, arid had spent such a deal of
m~ney in vain; I was resolved to take a chamber in the
Press-yard, which I did, and not to remove to the
King's Bench if you would have given me ten pounds
to remove thither
Yet after I was settled in the Press-yard, you put
me upon the same thing again, and said, that a mark
IDore would get me turned over ,and that you would
appear yourself; and I like an ignorant fool, did hearken unto you, and put myself to thirty shillings charges
more, besides what Mrs. Hall spent, and all her trouble
she had, and you did not appear yourself, nor none
else durst appear before the sheriffs of London, but
that poor old man in all this business.
..
But I understood by those that knew, thatthe King's
Bench officers dare not appear in court in my business;
so that your putting me upon this way, cost me first
and ;last, at least ten pounas. , Besides, this last bout
made the sheriffs andjailers so mad with me, because
I did not stand to their courtesy, they would not bate
oIie shilling of an hundred .pounds , fine, which would
before have taken forty or fifty poundsat the most, and
would have saved me four months imprisonment.
T~us.hav~ I suffered g~eatl~ for hearkening to your
advlcem thls matter. LIkewIse you know Mr. Brocke
gave,y()u two .guineas which is mine which you have
towards your disbursements in my troubles; if you laid
out, more, it must be your own loss, for mine hath been
great; and to prevent a law-suit or quarrel, as we always have been friends hitherto, I shall propose this
unto, you, that ifyou will pay me this ten pound legil(~y
quietly, I will return you forty shillings of it back again

,
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and giVe you a full discharge of ,thewh~,aBd you.
shall sM the deed and will annexed together assfite as
law can mal«; it. I do beg your a1lswer once mere,
whether you will or not; if YOlllike, appoint y-oM time
when.
Direct your answer as you. did your other letter.

LODOW1<JItE MUGGLETON.
jUaylltk,1681.

A Oopy~f a Letter written. by tlte ProPhet . toilowicke
MuggfetQn to il:[rs. Doroth,1 (Jarter, oj Ohesterjield,
Sept. 21, 16$1.
.
,
..
Dearfriend Mrs. Carte'r.

I SAW a letter of yours to my son White, concern.ing your grandson being an apprentice with him, and
10~ great desire is to have ·my advice and · j':id~
In It.
. .'
.
' ' , .
, ,
'
, 'Truly 'f tiel1dI would willingly htivewaved the fling,
for these reasons following.
.
. First, if I shou.ld ~lp the boy to never so good &
master, and of a ~ood trade, 'Yet ifit be not in th~ bo'Y's
nature to be obedIent unto hiS master and apt . l~ fta..
!~r~ to' tearn the art ·of his trade, the earen·tSl ~ t~~
~reapl tl>.hhllne the master of the chdd fo'tJilS .~lect
in not 1ea1'ili'ilg the appren,ticehis tradeai\d art in ;1tis
trade aee61"tHhg to his covenant and pt'omise, which
default may be in the apptentice, because his nature
could JiOt :(eceive ithimsetf; and if hi~mas~rSbotiltl
~e cruel and beat the boy, thinking by that meam tb
ro.i~~~ 'too boy. to le~m his trade, and. yield obedie~e
Wli:inher he wIll or no, the master WIll th~n be crIed
oiiltfpo'll as a ·cruei 'tyrannical ma~ter, which was the

cause the boy n&ftl catne to learn hi.. wade t$. IlDY
purpose.
Secondly, the experience I have seen by OW" cloeu
friend: Ellen Suebury by her Sbn; I was no~ onit :. ,..
self, but pre'Yailed witnother friends to help her 80D..
John Soobu.ry to a place, "be apprentiee both to a
good master Rnd ag'GOd trade; truly Idothink he was
one of ·the heM aad patien1estmasters in London, Qd
a -rery pocl trade weich did not ret:pirestrength but,
fitted his faftcy very well, ror Ilis idle aatur8 never
loved m\lch labour; yet he being naturally proud and
disobedient to his master, insomuch that I have had
much ado to- keep him in his place so lon~ Btl heb.th,
and have pei'suaded his mother sevenl tUlles to p«U't
with money to please his fancy" else
~UW " _ a l
from hill mJlster; yetlail Bl6s1ft"' i.bI.med :4Hl4t~
him have 80 much liberty. w&ich ubis ~ ,had beell
-strict he would neTer ha'fe stay.ed half 1JO long aille
hath; and were it for a great necessity that Uflh llpt$
him, he would never stay that little time he hath ...
serve; for now he must serve out his time, or els.efdl
into the hands of destmetion~ 1)1' .else 'be a bunhu.to
his mother~ -which I am ~for_ lIloihu's u.'~
And now, dear friend. Ik.novl. -you~ " ,'U.ad«
love and a great -care for your «randwn, but lOU bust
·not think that a m88ter can ha:'f8 'theame 'tender al'eetion to apprentice as a grandmother hath" neither do
you expect tba.the is put to apprentice as ODe 1;0 n1ll'se
'Ur 'i6 "rd,})llt YOll put him out to be a ,sen~ an
apprentice to learn a trade to get his liyUag M:Other
day; and when he cometh out of his time, he will the
better know how to take ·In a~preb1itJe htblgelf, and
then he will kno~ what. it jsto be an apprentice, and
the 'dlft'erenc~ dfbeingbl'onght up with his parents,
and learning a trade.
And as for my son White, I gave you my judgment
before, and do give you the same still, that I do not
know of any better master, nor 'of any better trade in

.ml

38
London than he is. And as for his trade, he is not only
a bl:lre bra.zier, but a curious artist, which is only in request 'in these times, which will not be so heavy nor
require so much strength as. a plain brazier doth, 'besides he worketh much at home himselfnow, which is
very good, foran apprentice , will the soonerlearn his
trade; and as for your grandchild's mistress, she is as
good a woinan as lives, as far as I can discern ; ,and for
liberty of conscience, he shall have with him more free
than any people, whatsoever, in the world will grant
him.,
Also, I perceived by your letter, that you are resolved to give no more t~anfifte~n pou.nds with hini, becaUlSe of three grand~chddren to provIde for by you.I know, you ~spe~ktrUth and that your care hath been
great,' and .is. great ~till, , ~s I said t?my son 'White.
And upon thIS consIderatIOn, he saId these words:
that · in regard 'of this and foriner kindnesses that he
hath received at your hands, he would take him with
that fifteen pounds and well.;clothed, and that he would
have you send him up as soon as you can, for I say it
is better to send him now, because he may be seasoned
with"London air .this winter, than stay till the spring
when'hotweathercomeson apace. "
'.
Thus my son White is agreed to take your grandson,
and if you and your grandson are agreed with him you
may send him to him as aforesaid.
Thus according to your desire, I have given you my
judgment and advicein this matter, and take leave and
rest,and',reinain; ,
,~

,

,

! - . ._.,.. :. .

, Your friend in the true faith,

LODOWICKE MUGGLETON.
London, Sept. zJat, 168,1.
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A Oopy of a Letter written by tke PropketLodowicke
Muggleton to Mr. William Pedley, a Weaver and
Dyer,a believer oftke Oommission of the Spirit~ living in Southampton, "earing date from London, the
12th day of January, 1688.
Lovingfriend in tMtruefaith,WiUiam Pedley,

1 RECEIVED your letter,'dated January 4th, 1683,
wherein you complain of your great troubles ' you ,have
gone through in these late years, what in oppression,
I suppose you mean oppression for conscience sake;
and your greatest troubles I perceiVe, hath been in the
natural concerns ' of this world, ' in respect of. your
first wife being dead, .and' leaving 'a charge ,Q fchildren
behind hel'; and I :perceiveyon ba'Vemanied 'another
wife, and hath some' charge by her also, which you say
are in number five, thus poverty must needs come upon
you like all armed man; these troubles are common to
all married men, and people both poor and rich, but
especially to the poor that do live .by trade; for if traae
doth fail, poverty doth increase ~nd grow exceedingly,
for trade is a ' very uncertain thing, especially .in ' a
time of persecution; ,'for tradeahd comm-erce ' hath
taking the wings of the ;morriing and flyaway in .these
our days; so that poverty cometh in upon the poor as
a flood upon the dry land; this thousands can witness
in this nation as well as you, ',for want of trade; and
poverty is the great comtrion enemy in the nation at
this day and time; and in regard, this poverty' and
want of trade is so common and so natural . in ,'t his
world, therefore it is that no eye pitieth the . poor, let
him ·be saint or devil, righteous or·unrighteous. Also
I perceive by your letter, that aU the rest of your faith
in these parts are backslided, and hath forsaken their
own peace, and hath conformed for fear of the loss of
some of th.eir wordly goods, or fear of imprison.ment,

even against their own conscience, some only upon
threats) others having lost some of ,their goods, for fear
of losing more or all, and have submitted~nd , conformed, so that now you are left alone, those are days
01 trial, but few are ablefo'l!Italld the trial, to keep faith
and a good ~onscience; and espeeially in most aounties in England several hath oonfonned; S() tbat in laving earthly richeSt they have lost heavenly riches, for
they will never recover that peace and assurance of
eternalli& which they once had abiding in themselves,
not while thelylive in this world; for you may read in
the Scriptures, 1I1at he that doth fight the good tight of
raith,an.~ holdeth out tothe end of his life, shall receive
the orown of elernallife Ad glory; but he that looketh
back as Lot's wife did, to fetch something that was in
her house, which fihe thou@t ,might dober a pleasure
when she W&sgot 1)Qt of
kuwfJ attire: ana brimstone; so it is with those ~hat go baek from the principles of truth, which led thern to Zoar, a refuge of
safety, of peace and ~ontent of mind to free them from
the fear of the tire and Jlam6$ of hell in the conscienca,
which we seethe SQdomites of this worldlll"e in; which
~8 theablMpbeme ~CLiu!ttheGod ef heaven, and
per&ecri1e 'aind{a$ and r,dthf1l1 vaeD. If :is a de.ngel'ollS
iJiiag for m.enthal bav. tasted the good word of God,
and tlw powers of the life tf) come, that hath wor..
8hl,'pped God in spirit and truth,. of heart for many years,
aeeording to the Commission of the Spirit, which is now
in these l~st days in being, and now men beeauae of a little J.I8l.'8eCUtion, to fclll from. it and worsbipthat which all
fire: iporant andunoolieving peoRle, aI¥l those tha.t
doth Dot know God doth wOMhi,. Howaoth such p,er.
SODS think to recover their peace with Goo. again? n6i..
tlMr doth God regard StJch WQl'shIiweit, neither dDth
GOd's messengers regard such wOf$ttippers,that '9ll
sud'er. BOlthing for their faithl and they will reap the
fruin ,of their own doings, which is the 1058 of "ei,
peKl8, ofth~r own minds while they live in this wodd,
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and th~ fear of etern(ll {l~ath hereafter, to save themselves in this world, for a little hole; for the Commission hath laid but an easy yoke and a burthen which is
very light upon the neck of the believers of it. Christ
said to those in his time, that his yoke was easy and his
burthen light; yet those that would take his yoke upon
them, must forsake father and mother, wife and children, if persecution should occasion it; nay, life itself
must go rather than cast off his yoke, else no crown of
eternal happiness, life and glory is to be had; this
seems to the eye of reason to be a heavy yoke, yet
Christ calls it easy, and the eye of faith doth count it
easy. Still also you say that they have made a distress
upon you already, and that you are left to wrestle with
them, (meaning your persecutors,) which say you, according to reason, I am worse able: As to this I say,
you a.re b~st able to wrestle with them for these reasons.
First, · because you have suffered for your faith already.
Second, because you are a poor man and hath a
great charge of children, and hath little or no estate to
lose, for poverty and a g}"eilt charge of children is a
fortress, or as a tower of defence against your persecutors; for what town or city will persecute a poor
man to cast him out of the town, or put him in prison,
that hath committed no crime against the law of God,
nor the Jaws of the land, and that hath nothing to lose,
to bring upon the town a great charge; for you may
by the laws of England throw all your children upon
the town, and so shift for yourself elsewhere; and the
town must by the laws of England provide for your
children, and bestow.them as they please. Ifihey do
persecute you and throw you into the streets, then do
you throw your charge upon the town and shift for
yourself; so that being poor will make you the more
able to encounter with your persecutors, and preserve
the peace of your mind, and Y0!lr faith that fail not to
the end of this natural life, tpat you may enjoy that
F

42
eternal happiness hereafter; for riches of this world is
a great snare, and many men rather than lose this
earthly riches and honors among men, they let go their
hold of eternal life in the world to come; because that
is at a distance, and this is in present being. I hope
these lines may satisfy you, and bear up your spirit in
the day of trouble, and deliverance will come in its time.
So resteth your Friend in the true faith,

LODOWICKE MUGGLETON.
London, Jan. 12th, 1683.

A Copy of a Letter written by the Prophet Lodowicke
MU9g!eton, to Mrs. Elizabeth Flaggetter, ofOork, in
Ireland, bearing datefrom London, August 5th, 1684.
Loving Friend £n the true faith, Elizabeth Flaggetter,

THIS is to certify you, that I 1;"eeeived your letter,
dated July 3d, 1684, wherein I perceive your son hath
been hindred of his purpose, which is a thing very
common in these days, and that your time would not
hardly permit you to 'write those few lines; I know
where people Hre concerned in the affairs of this world,
must be carried and spurred on both in body and mind;
the business of this world is that which causeth all
people in the world to forget God, some striving for
riches and honour, so shat there is no room left in the
heart, not to have any hope in a God, or any other
heaven, nor the fear of any hell but what is in this
world; and the poorer sort of people their hearts are
so full of the cares of this world, how to get bread to
feed their families and themselves, and to cloath their
nakedness as A dam and Eve did; so that no fear of
hell, or of a worse condition than poyerty can enter
into their hearts, but look upon the rich and honourable
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people to be in heaven, and do wish he could attain to
the same condition or hell after death, than poverty ill
this world, or any better heaven after death than riches
and honour in this life or world, no more than Dives
the rich man did till he came into hell in his conscience. And happy are you and all those that are chosen out of this world by this Commission of the Spirit,
which hath shewed you a better heaven than the riches
and honour of this world, in that you are made rich in
faith in the true God, in his form and nature, which
no people in the world besides doth kno w, but those
that doth believe our report, to them the arm of the
Lord is revealed at this day, and to no other. Likewise we have shewed you a worse hell than the poverty
of this world, and by your faith in this Commission of
the Spirit, you will escape falling into that hell which
is eternal; though you be poor in spirit, this kiud of
poverty is blessed of the Lord; Christ did not say,
blessed are the poor of this world, but" Blessed are
tbe poor in spirit for they shall see God." I perceive
you are all there in peace and in quietness of mind,
which all the riches of this world will not give; I am
glad to hear of your steadfast faith in tIle true God. I
have not written these lines to discomfort you, nor
with·the believers there with you, but for the comfort
and strengthening of you all to hold out to the end,
because you will not have a prophet always with you;
I being old cannot by the course of nature live many
years longer, but those writings I have left behind me
will endure to the world's end.
This is all at present, only my love with my wife's
love remembered unto you, and to George Gamble and
his wife, and all the rest of our friends in the true faith
with you. I take leave and remain,
Your friend in the eternal truth,

LODOWICKE MUGGLETON.
London, August 5th, 1684.
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A Copy of a Letter written by tke Prophet Lodowicke
Muggleton to the Widow Mrs. Elizabeth Marsden,
of Chesterfield, bearing date from London, April 18tll,
1685.
Dear jriend in the truejaith, Elizabeth Marsden.

I HAVING an opportunity at this time to inform
you, that there is a design in agitation that will be for
your good, and your children's good also, as long as
your natural lif.e in this world, if you please to accept
of it. I thought it convenient and necessary to give
you timely notice of it, that yournay not be surprised,
but may have time to consider cir it. The ~ 1jusi~ess is
this, there is a friend of ours tllat is a widower, that is
oftbis faith, that is a shopkeeper and of agenteeltrade,
namely, a salesman and a tailor both, that selleth all
new apparel, and he hearing that you are a shopkeeper
though of another trade and of this faith, and of a good
natural-temper, doth conceive you would make a good
.
wife to live here at London, if you shall think good;the 'inan's name is John Cr6xeh,he liveth atthe corner
house at Houndsditch, it is the best house for trade in
all the street, being a corner house; his trade doth
bring in at least two or three hundred pounds a year;
and as for his person I suppose you will not dislikeand for his age it is very suitable unto yours, he. ~s
ahout four or five and forty years old is the most, and
I suppose you are seven or eight and thirty )/ears old,
which is.very suitable, and this was one of this faith ,-ve
own, and we know him to be of as good a natured man
to a wife as any I know in the world; I know you may
live in as much splendour and credit as any merchant's
wife in London doth, if you have him to your husband
you shall have a maid servant, and men servants to be
at your command; for my wife's brother's son is appren-
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tice with him, and hath served now at Midsummer,
five years of his time, which if I bad not known him
to be a good natured man, and 'agood trade, he should
never have' him put apprentice to him. All ' the rich
believers here in London doth very well approve of
his having of you to wife, and of your having of him to
your husband, and would be glad to have you live at
London, that you may be numbered among the rich in
this world, as well as being numbered with the rich in
faith, rich in the world to corne, as J know yon will ;besides I cannot conceive how you can raise yourself, or
prefer yourself or your two children, if you should
match with any man there in the country, though it
were with a man of a hundred a year, yet your person
will be made a mere drudge, and your children mere
slaves, neitheT is there any of this faith theTe in that
country as I know of, that is wonn ,anything considerable; and for you to mat~h with one that is contrary,
it will cause shipwreck to be made of the peace of your
mind, which is of more value than the whole world.
N ow I shall tell you how the state of this man's condition is, that if you cannot bear with it you shall have
your liberty to chose or refuse, .and save him a journey;
this John Croxen hath had two wives, and hath at this
time five children all alive, two by ,tIm first wife before I
knew him, and those two are both out of the way; the
daughter getethher living, being a good needle-woman,
or at service, or might be married, but her father doth not
like the man that she would have, because he hath no
,trade, for a trade is the surest thing to get bread in
this England, if a man be a good husband; the other is
a boy that is apprentice to a silk weaver, which hath
served great part of his time, so that he will be no
trouble nor charge to his father nor his wife; and by
this last wife he hath three daughters, the eldest is I
,think a matter of twelve or thirteen yeats old, and she
-is put apprentice to a friend of ours for five years, 'to
be a shop-keeper ; so that there is but two young
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daughters that is at home with him, the one of them is
about eight years old, and the other I think about four
years old, these two must be at home, yet no greattrouble to his wife, because the maid can make them ready
and send them to school; for if you should be his wife
you would do more good ten times, in looking to the
shop and selling of garments, and to know the prices,
and learn the trade, that in case he sh~mld die before
you, you may drive the trade yourself; thus I have
given you an account of the whole matter. Now he
and William Chairea batchelor, doth intend after Whitsintide to make a journey into those parts to see you
and other friends in Staffordshire; Mr. Croxen cometh
only to you, upon that account as to make you his
wife, if you like the man when you see him; and William Chaire he cometh on purpose to Elizabeth Burton,
to make her his wife if she will accept of him, he had
a great love for her when she was here in London.
But now, dear friend, the case is thus, that you must
send me word whether you are resolved to keep yourself a widow always, or whether you are minded tn
keep yourself a widow always, or whether you are resolved to live there where you are always, or whether
you are minded to change your condition you are now
in, or whether you will suffer him to come to see you j
and if you do not like him when. you have seen him,
you shall have liberty in your mind to refuse him; for
I would not persuade you to any thing against your
own mind, nor advise you to any thing that were not
for your good; therefore I would desire you to send
your answer unto me as soon as you can conveniently,
and as short as you can to those particulars, 'in the latter part of this letter; likewise, I desire you not to let
any of our friends in those parts to see this letter, neither would I have you to mention it to anyone, till
after you have given me your answer; and if you do
incline in your mind to hearken to the conditions contained in this letter, then keep it to yourself, and let
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none know of it, until Mr. Croxen and WiUiamChaire
doth come to see you and the rest of our friends, which
will be after Whitsintide So with my love and my
wife'~ love remembered unto yourself, I take leave and
remaIn,
Your friend in the true faith,
LODOWICKE MUGGLETON.
London, the 18th day

of April,

] 685.

Direct your letter unto me, thus, for Mr. Delamain,
upon Bread Street Hill, at the sign of the "Three Tobacco Pipes," in London.
A Copy of a Letter, written by the Prophet Lodowicke
Muggleton to Elizabeth Phaire, bearing date the 29th
of June, 1686.
Dear friend in the truefaith, }.'lizabeth Phaire, the 'Wife oj Robert Phaire, who hath been dead some time since.

THIS is to certify you that I received your letter,
dated May 25th, 1686, by the hand of our friend Mrs.
Stratton; and I am glad to hear of your good health,
but more especially of your strong faith in the true God
andin me his messenger, and in that the God of heaven
hath preserved my life here upon this earth these many
years, and hath delivered my soul out of many prisons and
persecutions, and hath restored me to my own habitatation again, without any limbs broken, or bruises, or
maimed, and am as perfect in nature from all diseases
and distempers as ever, only I am grown old and cannot live many years longer, by the course of nature. I
have looked upon you as one of God's elect in the day
when I first saw you, when your husband first brought
me to your father's house, when you were, as it were,
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creeping out of your ignorance andblindneSlS of nature,
which is near twenty-four years since, so that, I doubt
not, but that you shall hold out in your faith to,the end
of your life, here in this world, because ,yol1r fai.th is
built upon a strong rock, even u'p0n the true God the
man Christ Jesus in glory, as we the. commissioners of
the Spirit have declared, so tJIat . you shall with us
in the resurrection arise first, and shall ascend in the
clouds of heaven into that glory, where we shall see our
God in whom we have believed, when in this life, face
to face, and receive that mansion of glory according to
the measure ,of faith we had in this life. This is lJ,1l at
pl'esent, ..only my love, with my wife's love presented
unto you. I take leave, and remain,

--¥mtf-frieoo in the eternal truth,

LODOWICKE MUGGLETON.
London, June 29th,

16~6.

A ..f}pp,
... ,y"o.f,." a. ~. t~r,writt~' by,tke Proph~. t Lodowicke
.Mugufetonto j}fary Gamble, dated June 29th, 1686.
Dear and loving friend in the truefaith, Mary Gamble,

THIS is to certify you, that I received your letter,
dated the 27th of May, 1686, by the hand of Mrs. ;1Stratton,wherein you make a good excuse why you did not
return me an answer to my letter which yon so joyfully , "
received, and will as carefully keep for those that are
growing up after you. I am very well satisfied in the
causes you make mention of, and as for your inclination'Still to see me here at London, I should be glad
it might be so, if it might not be too much to your prejudice, you being so far remote, and at such a distance
from me,it would be no trouble to me, but joyous to me
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to see you before I go .hence and be seen no more; but
if it should be so, that you could not see me here in this
life in the state of mortality, you shall be sure to see
me in the state of immortality, when this vile body shall
be made like unto our God's glorious body, then shall I
be worth the seeing, and thrice happy will you and all
those be that hath truly believed our report, in this life,
in that you shall be made capable to see me and our
God face to face, in that kingdom of eternal glory;
these thin~s will come to pass in their time, which will
be finished in the resurrection; which will not seem
a quarter of an hom's time between the death of your
lIoul and the resurrection of it to eternal life and glory;
for there is no time to the dead, all time is to this mortal
life; and in this regard our state doth far differ ·from
the state of -the whole world, because it lieth in ignorance and darkness of their minds, of the knowledge of
the true God and the right devil, which is the cause of
all men and women's fear of death, they having no faith
in the true God, nor knowledge what the right devil is;
this is that, that causeth the fear of death and hell; for
death and hell join hand in hand together against the
loul of man, which hath not the shield of faith in him
of the true God! and in this Commis.sion of .the Spirit,
to keep off the fiery darts of the devIl, off hIS heart in
his life and at his death. And as for your desire of my
advice, whether it would be more peaceable for you to
live in England than there; as to that, I do know that
it would be more safe and peaceable living in England
than where you are; could you leave your concerns
there where you now are without any extraordinary
great loss and ruin of your estate, it would be far more
safe and security 'of your lives here in England, than
there will be where you are; now for this I am. well
persuaded, that Englandis the safest place for peace~
able and quiet people to live in, that is in the whole
world;· besides, notwithstanding, it is bad enough in
conlcience, and wicked enough, yet,the mOst righteous
·G

place in the world at this day; neither will there, nor
can be such a thing acted here in England, as you fear
will be acted there where you be now j therefore, as I
said before, if you can without too much undoing
yourself in your estates, it will be safer for your lives
to live in England-you must venture something-your
lives are better than lands, and your bodies are better
than raiment.
This is all the advice I can give you in this matter;
so I shall take leave, only present my love and respects
with my wife's love unto yourself ~nd to your husband.
I rest and remain,
' ,'
,
Your friend in the eternal

tr~th,

'

LODOWICKE MUGGLETON.
London, June 29th,

16~6.

- - - - - - - - - - - --

.-,,--.- - _._,- ._.

A Oopy of a Letter written by the Prophet Lodowicke
lUu9gl~tor .~o ~lizab~thFarmf3r, bea,!i~9 , d,ate:from
,
, '
,London, June,29th, ] 686. r
Loving and lcindjriend, Elizabeth Farmer, tlw' to me unleno1f)1J

THIS is to certify you, that I received your kind to ..
ken by the, hands of Mrs. Stratton. I perceive by her,
that you are one of this faith, and that you are Mary
Gamble's sister, and daughter to Colonel ~9bert Phaire.
I 'knew y'()ur father very well, and your ~other-in-Iaw,
and your sister Gamble by letter, but 1 never saw her
person inmy life; but I perceive, you are one that doth
own and believe the same doctrine and commission' of
t~e Spiri~ as yoqr, f~ther ,an(moth~r;..in-Iaw, and your
sl~r- d()th,els.e ~h'y ~ho:uldyou send a token of. your
love to me, whIch IS eVJdent you have a love to the same
truth is' tHose aforesaid named; ye.t' because lrecei vad
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no line from you concerning your faith. I shall take
leave at present, only my love, and my wife's love and
respects remembered unto you, shall take leave, rest
and remain your friend in the true faith of a personal
God, the mauChrist in glory.
Your friend in the eternal truth,

LODOWICKE MUGGLETON.
London; June 29th, 1686.

A Copy Qf a Letter written by tlte Prophet Lorlowicke
Muggfeton to Mary Wake/tam, datedJune 29th, 1686.
Dear friend, though unknown, Mary Wakeham,

THIS is to certify you that I received your letter
with your kind token of yom: love, by the hand of our
friend Mrs. Stflltton; and as you say, I never did hear
of your name before, but I perceive you have heard of
my nam~ to your unspeakable joy and comfort. I perceive, by your few lines, that your understanding is
greatly enlightened, in that youhave faith in,.the ,t,r ue
God, our blessed Redeemer, and Lord JeSus Christ,
and that you have received us his messengers in the love
of our doctrine, which we received commission from
God to declare also you have received me in your he.a rt
as a messenger sent of God, though you never saw' me
nor I you, but the sound of this doctrine and Commission of the Spirit hath gone through many parts of the
world, and here and there one hath ears to hear the
sound, and eyes to see the truth of it; so that in your
receiving of me as a messenger sent of God, you shall
and do receive him that sent me, and it will be your
eternal happiness and your good ll)t that you did receive me as a messenger of God to direct you in the way
of truth; indeed the number is but few, even like the
gleaning of the field of this world; the world cal'ryeth
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cart loads of sheaves into their barn, that is into their
heaven, because they have a multitude of messengers
and teachers to drive people to heaven whether they
will or no; but God's Messengers are sent but one at
a time; if he should send two at a time the world cannot bear one, much less two; so that God's messengers
are glad to gather a sheaf or two in one land, and three
or four in another land in comparison, so that God's
barn or heaven is very empty; there is room enough
for you and such as you are being one of that scattered
flock, you being numbered amongst God's elect in that
you have believed his prophet's report.
So resteth your friend in the true faith,
LODOWICKE MUGGLETON.

My love and my wife's love remembered unto you
though unknown.
London, June 29th, 1686.

A Copy of a Letter, written by the Prophet Lodowicke
Muggletonto Mrs. Ann Delamain, the widow qf
Mr. Alexande'I" Delamain, senior, bearing date from
London, D ecember 26th, 1687. Beginning as followeth.
Dear friend in the fruth, Ann Deiamain,

THIS is to give you an account of our proceedings,
and what we have done this last long term, in my wife's
kinsman, Thomas Martin, concerning his being heir at
law to that house and lands which his mother bought
for her and her heirs for ever, in the days of her widow hood; I knowing that nothing would be done with
his father-in-law by fair means, but by law, therefore
I sent him first to see if he could get the deeds how his

mother bought this house and lands; so his father-in-law
let Thomas Martin, his son-in-law have the key of the
chest, where was nine pair of sheets and other linen,
and all the writings with it ; so Thomas Martin, being
a good scholar both in writing and reading English, he
took out of the chest those writings which concerned
his house and lands, and locked the chest again, and
gave his father-in-law the key again; for no man could
give the young man any advice until we had seen the
deeds; and after we had the writings he advised with
an attorney at law, and his advice was at first, to have
a writ of ejectment upon the tenant out of possession,
except the tenant would own him to be his landlord,
and he would give the tenant a bond under his hand to
bear him harmless;- which thing was done by this
means, his father-in-law was turned out, of possession
of the house and lands; the next advice was given, to
get a letter of administration upon the chest of linen
and other things, and upon fourteen pounds rent, and
upon two bonds of eight pounds which was unpaid to
his father-in-law, which is twenty and two pounds;
the third advice was, for him to have a writ to arest his
father-in-law for all the rent which he hath received
for this house and land this eight years, whicQ is now
in suit of law, and the next term they do proceed. I
shall say no more at present, but do hope I shall see you
ere long at your own house, where I shall give you a
full account of this matter; therefore I shall only remember my dear love with my wife's love to yourself
in particular, and to Mr. Whitehead and his wife, and
Priscilla and Mary his two daughters, and all the rest
of our friends in the faith with you. I take leave and
rest,
Your friend in the eternal truth,

LODOWICKE MUGGLETON.
Dec. 26th, 1687. .
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A Copy of a Letter written:: by.the 1PrQphetLodmvicke
·'Muggleton, to his lQvingf'1!iendMary Wakeham, da. ted from London, August 15th, 1688.
"
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~ ,( ,',' ,'
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Loving and kind-Friend inihe truefaitk, M.q;ry

,~

~

<

Wakeh~m,

'.

t

THIS is to certify you, that I received yOU1' , lett~f:,
dated the 29th of May, in the year 1688, by the hand of
our friend, Mrs. Stratton; wherein I pereeive you have
a desire to'come to London to see me. I should be very
glad to) see 'y ou, if it were possible; but I may -say unto
you in the temporal, as A braham~said unto Dives in the
spiritual; he being in.hell, and u\braham in heaven, that
t.herewas sucha·gr:eat .g ulph betweentbem, that Abraham could not come to ,him in hell; neithet' could Dives
come out of heH and ascend up to , beaven to come to
Abraham; so likewise there is a great temporal gulph
between you and I, as to the hundred miles by land,
that might easily be done, but that gulph by sea will be
very bard for you to come and see me; and I have such.
an antipathy in my nature, that if! might have ten thousand pound~; I would not come th!ough that ~a · gulph
.to see you, ;though I have travelled several thousands of
miles in England in my time by land, so that if you
can come through this sea gulph to see me, I shall be
very glad to see you, but as you say if you cannot see
me in this state of mortality, you will be sure to see me
in the state of immortality, in a better condition than
now, when you and all others, that are true believers
shall see me and John Reeve set upon thrones of glory,
and there you shall see the twelve apostles and all the
prophets, with Moses and Elias that represented the
person of God the Father, while Christ the only true
God went that journey in the flesh; all these and many
more shall you see to sit upon thrones of glory, distinct
one from another; nay, further I say, that we the two
Witnesses of the Spirit being upon thrones of glory,

shall ~ay ~o those the believers of this Commission of
the Spirit, Come, we will lead you up into the kingdom
where our God sits in his glorious throne, with all his
holy angels. round about him; there you shall see him
face to face, because you did believe in him when he
was in shame, when he was upon earth; this is that
unspeakable glory and pleasures which my faith tells
me, which we and all true believers shall see and enjoy
those pleasures at his right hand for evermore. This is
all at present, only my love, and my wife's love remembered unto yourself I take leave, rest and remain your
friend in the eternal truth.

LODOWICKE MUGGLETON.
London, AugU8t 15th, 1688.

FINIS.

