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THE

EPISTLE DEDICATORY.

TO all true believers of this third and last

Spiritual Commission in Derbyshire and
Staffordshire, my own native country, pre-
sent I this Epistle, wishing all your healths
and happiness with increase of grace and
love, wisdom and understanding in the doc-
trine and faith of this Commission of the
Spirit you are under.

For faith under every Commission of God
is of a growing nature, and the witness of the
spirit as well as the witnesses of water and
blood have said, that Revelation will grow
and increase so leng as the world doth last.

Now in that, one of you have wrote to me,
to give you my faith and experience upon the
Epistle by Jude, and his letter was thus

“ SIR,
- “ 1 have with very much care
perused the Epistle of the Apostle Jude, and
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find in it many profound mysteries, and hard
to be understood in general from the 4th verse
to the end; and since the death of the two
last witnesses of the spirit, I know no man
that hath so great understanding to unfold
those hidden mysteries and obscure places of
scriptures: comparatively to yourself

‘I therefore desire you would for my satis-
faction, and for the understanding of future
ages, make known the meaning of Jude in
his Epistle, and in so doing you will very
much oblige me, who am, and will be ready
to <erve - u in what I can.

“ WILLIAM HALL”

Now from hence I have answerea iy
.21 a8 request according to my ability, and
this let me say to you ; that in regard I have
been educated in the Commission of the Spirit

“wve these forty years, besides the many
:etiv & which I have received from the Wit-
cof the Spirit iny<e'.  As also the vari-

; disputes between onc of them and otliers,

the variety of queries proposed to him
.y 2lf and oth-rs, and .ave been an-
©.y em, 11 vi2 having seen many
e *ers to « . “rg that are not in Print.
~°h . ave been edifiev and made

che request. And now

5 to my abilities for
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« e ~ ifaction of them and several others,
"» :les e it also, and may be beneficial to
ota» 1 {".at are inquiring a‘ter truth. v

- <.d w e s the doctrine of the Commis-
sic <1 L.s . s of God is ever made the

gre - .7, and therefore if is, that
t. £ . .1 times ailude to the
v Lo Llos sav ! the Prophets for con-
cin ~ .. of their doctrine; because some of
t. _-oymtics . ere fore-prophesied of, by
t = 7% oey ve.s notinstracted in those
thin 3" ~ve_ 2 of their prophetical letter;
bot STt e s € e d from e Holy
Sp T

Now ~ been tiie practice of most men
to 71 2 2 oseri tures of the Qld and New
Tecm L tfor the confirmation of their doc-

t." ., ' ough few rightly understand the spi-
rit . meaning thereof. They have only two
Reec L. to prove by. But in this treatise T
ha. : p.oduced the doctrine of three Records,
for ¢z rmation of what I write. As in the
i« _:n I have alluded to the former Commis-
s.ons for confirmation of the third.
- 1 in many places in Jude, have brought
LT ] tecord to interpret the other two,
. 'mthem. As upon verse 12th and
e I made use of the Prophet’s words
. .wrote to me, which I have found tor
. tation of those two material points
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of doctrine, and so in other verses I have cited
their writings for proof of the doctrine. And
so in other places I have also cited the books
and the writings of the National Ministry,
m order to their connection.

Now in that I have not only alluded to the
two former commissions, for proof of the doc-
trine, but living in the time that the third
commission was on the stage to finish the
mystery of God, have therenpon touched
upon it, as upon a third string or instrument
of music; which sounds harmeniously, and
sweetly in the ears of every spiritual Christian.
That Father, Son, and Spirit in the Lord
Jesus Christ, one personal God for ever bles-
sed. To whom, saith Jude, * Be all glory,
honour, majesty, wisdom and power for ever.
Amen and Amen.

In which faith I salute you,

TaoMiss TOMKINSON.
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G NERAL EPISTLE BY Ju &

1. Jude, the 3ervaut of Jesus Christ,
&nd Brother to them that ave sancti-
fied by God the Father, and preserved
in Christ Jesus, and called

2. Beloved, when I gave all dili-
gence to write unto ycu of the com-
mon Sulvation, it was needful for me
to write unto you, and exhort you that

ye should earnestly contend for thef

iaith which was once delivered unto
the saints.

3. Mercy peaee unto you and
fove be mult, lied.

4. For there are certain men crept
1o unawares who were before of old
ordained for this cond 1ation. Un-
godly men, turning the grace of God
into lasciviousness, and denying the
only Loyi God, eud our Lord Jesus
Christ.

5. 1 will therefore put you in re-
membranen, though ve or Tae -
this, how that the Lovd, have ¢ e |
the people out of the land of Egypt,
afierward destroyed them that be-
lieved not.

6. Aud the anyr' vhich kept not
their first estair, ' u left their own
habitations, he hiv'' reserved in ever-
lasting chains w- r darkness, unto|
the judgment of <’ great day.

7. Even as Sodom and Gomorrah,
and the cities about ther in like man.-
ver, giving theioselves over to forni-
cation, and going after strange flesh,
are set forth foranexample ; suffering;
the vengeance of eternal five.

8. Likewise alsothese filthy dream-
ers defile the flesh, despise domivion,
and speak evil of digaities.

9. Yet Michael the archangel, when
coutending with the Devil he dis-

puted about the body of Moses, durst|"

not briug against him a railing accu-
sation, but said, the Lord rebuke thee.

10. But these speak evil of those
things whieh they know not : but what
they know naturally, as brute beasts,
in those things they corrupt them-
selves.

11. Woe unto them'® for they have

me in the way of Cain, and ran
greedily after the error of Balaam for
reward, and perished in the gainsay-
i o of Core.

1> These are spots in yonr {easts

of charity, when they feast with yeu,
feeding themselves without fear:
clouds they are without water, carried
about of winds; trees whose fruit
withereth, without fiuit, twice dead,
plucked up by the roo .
13. Raging waves of tl

ing out their own shame; w

a, foana-

wdering
ir , to whom is reserved t e black-
ne: 3 of darkness for ever.

14. And Enoch also, the venth
from Ada 1, proy v 'these, say-
i, ieho , the - :d, cometh with
ten th~i :d of hi: s inta.
1u. Tu execute =7 n nt apon aily
a) u t) convince ail the ove ungodly

ama ; themorall their un~odly deeds
'whic they have ungod commmitted,
and of all their hord sy hes which

ungodly sinners have spoken against
him.

s ‘e are murinurers, com-
plain v, walking after their own lusts;
and their mouthuspe -2th great swel-
ling words, havi~~ neu~ persouns ic
admiration, becau e « “wdvantage.

17. But beloe 1, rn wemher ye the
w s whi~h -~ poken before, of
the Ay f our Lord Jesus Christ.
18, ' uw that they told you there
should be mockers in the last time,
who shouid walk after their own an-
godly lusts.

19. These be they who separate
themselves, sensual, having not the
spirit.

20. But ye, beloved, building up
yourselves on your most holy faith,
pre Ting in the Holy Ghost.

}. Kcep yourselves in the love of
God, looking for the mercy of our
Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.
22. Aud of some have compassion,
making a ditference.

23. And others save with fear,
pulling them out of the fire; hating
even the garments epotted by the
flesh.

24. Now unto him that is able to
keep you from falling, and to present
you faultless before the presence of
his glory with exceeding joy.

25. Fo the only wise God our Sa-
viour, be glory and majesty, dominion
and power, both now and evér.—
dmenr.
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PRACTICAL DISCOURSE,

UPON

THE LEPISTLE BY JUDE.

— 20D e6e——

CHAP L

Jude, the Servant of Jesus Christ, and
Brother of James, to them which are
sanctified and preserved in Jesus Christ,
and called.—ver. 1.

IRST, Jude calls himself the servant of
Jesus Christ, as by commission from
heaven; and this his commission with the rest
of his fellow-apostles, was from no other but
Jesus Christ their God and Saviour.
And when he was in mortal state he chose
- them to be his disciples, witnesses and mes-
sengersto declare hismind, concerning eternal
lifeand death, through the whole world. And
that they should call no man master but him-
self.  And promised ti.m the assurance of: John xv.

srnal life, and the a cistance «  his holy
B

Mat . xxiii.
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Acts i. 4.

John xx.
23.

Peter i. 1.
. Cor. ii.
26.

Divine
Loeoking
Glasa.

A PRAUTICAL s s OURSE G )N

spirit, to empower them to set hfe and death
before men, and that after his death, resurrec-
tion, and ascension; he would send them down
from heaven the Holy Ghost. And that they
were to stay at Jerusalem, to wait there fora
promise of the same, which he did; and 1t
was made good upon them, as may be read,
Acts 2nd, and then were they endued with
power, by that gift of the Holy Ghost, to
preach the everlasting gospel to every crea~
ture, as a stumbling block, and a saver of
death unto death, to one seed or people, and
a precious stone, and saver of life unto life
to another seed or people. And yet all peo-
ple may be said to .be the servants of God,
but none are the servants of God as to eternal
life but by redemption. Others are, as by
creation. For the word creation or creature
shews a creator, and a command of obedience
to be due to him, for no nature could ac-
knowledge any obedience to be due unto God,
unless he were gmided thereto by a light or
law from him which formed him. And from
thence 1t was, that €ain had as much wisdom
to offer sacrifice to God as Abel, but not so
acceptable, because it was not offered in faith,
hut in reason, which is the Angel’s fallen
natnre. For those that are spiritnal may un-
doubtedly know, that it was impessible for
men or angels to be void of all Jaw in their

i crention.
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eatr n.  (Because this last Witness saith),
1 reer himself became subject to his own
Jaw, when lus divine Godhead was transmuted
w to pt . Manhood. "Tis truth, the uncreated

cte  God was above all law, and so inca-

Wble o s any k d of law, before he descended
".0 v o aace glory, into the womb of a
Corn but that I : mignt be capable of a

Oaaesce sion of a servant for the manifesta-
tion of his infinite wisdom, power, and glory

re’ a e did trane wate s nnchangeable
Codb o mto | hbaoa s of il mortals,
ira cweson, th he might become the hea-
venly pattern of perfect obedience to his own
law, in the visible sight of elect men and
angels. For Christ is God manifest in the
flesh. This being so, then it is certain, that
the uncreated Godhead 1itself 1s unto created
Beings of men or angels, either a law of per-
fect faith and pure burning love in them,
towards God and man unto life eternal, or
else the fiery law of unbelieving, burning
envy in them against God, elect men and
angels unto death eternal.
~ Thus, therefore, let men examine them-
selves of which law they are under, and whose
servants they are, and of their obedience, and
more especially those men who pretend to
be the ministers and messengers of God to
preach his name.

11

i« adyol . esh, unto lect me and angels. b 8
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Mat. vij.
23.
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Let such prove their commission fromn he: -
ven by voice of words, or from him that was
so chosen, otherwise they may reckon them-
selves to be of the number of those preachers,
who pleaded their ministry with Christ, and
were answered with an, 1 know you not, de-
part from me ye workers of miquity.

Again, Jude calls himself the brother of
James to distinguish him as (conceived) from
Judas Iscariot, who betrayed his Lord and
Master. 'This Jude and James are called the
sons of Joseph by a former wife, and were
brought up in husbandry aund tilling of the
land; but whether so or not, it i3 - 10 mate “l,
for a human testimony, serves ;) a human
testimony. But what we have record: | in
seripture *, of divine authority, < isinfallibly
trae, and so may resolve our faith in the spi-
ritual sense of the wor., which if a true
and commissioned Prophet or Apos'': of
God hath interpreted, then it beco os a
foundation for faith to buill upon; it t)
proceed. Jude directs his F istle to the elect
of God, who had received the faith of J u:
Christ by their ministry, naming them to be
such as are, first, sanctified by God th- Fa-
ther, and secondly, preserved in Jesus Christ,
. .2 called. Here we see their sanctification
is attributed to God the Tather, and pre-
servation and vocation to Jesus Christ, as two

distinct
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distinet persons, which cannot be, for-then, Heb. i
there must be two Gods; but as preservation 7,
and vocation are here attributed to Jesus?%:

Acis xx,
Christ, even so 1s sanctification in several o
scriptures attributed to Christ Jesus only, and 3°-
Acts xxvi.

to the spirit of divine faith, and faith in his1s.
blood, for it is Christ Jesus that sanctifies his 16.
church that is subject to him, believing in

his name and in the virtue of his blood as
beforesaid; all which doth produce eternal gy, "®
life, which is the only sanctification. Then,
whither else shall we go, as the Apostl~s ~ 7,
when there is no eter ° life to be h- Lbut by !
faith in him only; and it is he that is the
aunthor and ¢ 'v - of our thith, which faith is

the only righteousness and holiness of his
church, and where faith is wrought, sin is
never imputed, for that righteousness justifies

and gives power. Now, tu " elieve that Christ
sanctiiies his own church with his own blood

that was offered up by the eternal spirit, and Jobe vi
that the eternal spirit passed through death,

*his is true faith so to believe.

That the bcdy of Christ was the body of i Thes.
“soil, this 1 say is perfect faith to believe, and ya i1
to believe that the blood of Christ was the X
blood of €"od, is perfect charity, and this faith
dnd love makes a true christian; having the . e
true baptism of the spirif, now, under thess
~ymmission of the spirit. which whosoever

denies
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dentes, he rejects christianity as the scriptures
verify.

Again, the elect < ed or sanctified people
of God, are said to he preserved in Jesus
Christ, and called; some translations render
it thus preserved or reserved from heretics,
which is a good preservation; and in that
translation the words (are called) are left out,
which occasions no doubt 1 me, because the
first words include it; being called to preach
the gospel, all the saints are called in th: .
call to believe their report, for how can 1 .y
hear without a preacher, or ho.’ can they
preach unless they be sent; mneither could
those divine qualifications of mercy, love, and
peace be known or begot, but by that ministry
which follows in the next verse.

CHAP. 11

Mercy unto you, and peace and love be mul-
tiplied—ver. 2.

WHAT are those graces but a seal of life
begot by a true ministry. First, mercy

as it is new born, is tender of compassion to
all men, according to the doctrine of the two
first records of the law and the Prophets:
Christ and his Apostles, and the third record
gives evidence to the same, saying, that a
merciful man instead of taking advantage of
the
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the civil law, for the imprisoning or cutting
off the most wi ked man, if it be possible,
he will overcome him with love. Secondly,
the grace of the law 1s the same nature under
every commission. For saith the third com-
mission, love is such a divine balsam that it

cureth a wounded spirit,and rejoiceth abroken  ©
heart, reviveth a dying soul, relieveth wounds

made by envy’s weapon; it clothed the naked,
feedeth the hungry, and visiteth the sick.

And thirdly, (as to the other grace) of peace, ot ior

. is of that extent as is said by an Apostle,
1t passeth all understanding of reason, but is
ever comprehendrd by the wisdom of faith,
because it 1s a fruit of it, and flows from it as
from a river. Dives, the rich man in the
parable wanted this peace, and desired but
one drop of it, but could not have it. Now,
if one drop is so desirable, in order to cool M
the heat of sin in an accusing conscience,
(which may be called hell) what then is a
river worth, that is continually flowing in the 20, 21.
hearts of the saints, which is the garden of
God, and city of Sion.

Oh! how sweet was the promise of God, ...
by the Prophet Isaiah to this city, saying, I}% . ..
will extend peace unto her like a river, and
the glory of the Gentiles like flowing streams.

And Jude, the Apostle, was one of the con-
duit pipes in this doctrine of free grace.—
' ' Wherefore
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Wherefore, then it follows, that where 1.
wm« ., lov., and peace is, that there is the
true chirch of God, and no where else; : s
the gracus are nvisible, sois the church invi-
sible, but 1t sees 1itself, and its God sees it
likewise. Now, in this church there is no
discord, but a perfect quietness of mind, for,
it i1s the borders of Jerusalem, and there 1s
t. peaceable kingdom, where neither strife
nor war is found, being a peaceable habita-
tion. : ’ :

For the gospel or second record witnesseth,
ia.d this f the spirit with it, that love must
lie down at envy’s feet, and kill envy by its
patience and suffering.  When the Jews were
building their second Jerusalem Temple, to

~worshipin  y held the sword of steel in one

I 1, and wrought with the other; but the
wall and that worship was to be pulled down,
and that sword sheathed, and never to be
drawn again; but were ordered, that if they
were drawn, they should be for no other use,
but to be made into plough-shares; and the
gospel worshippers in the spirit of mercy, love,
and peace should never learn war any more
with any sword, but that of the spirit, which
kills envy by its patience; and these spiritual
wordsoftruthreacheth the consciences of gain~
saying and blaspheming devils, with the seal
of "_e second death ; and this power belongs to

all
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all living, loving saints, for love and mercy 1. cor. vi.
extends not so far as to the eternal salvation”
of that seed, that shall ever blaspheme S
against the Holy Ghost, and are despisers of Johnv2s.
prophecy.

By what is said concerning these three
daughters of faith, all such as are under the
teachings of the spirit, may rejoice in their
operations in virtue and goodness, but much ver 3
more, when they consider that they are of a
growing nature, and so are said to be multi-

. Joh. iii.34.
plied. Now, we may know thus much, that Rom. xi.
as these heavenly gro s are in God, v_cy are ™
mfinite and beyond measure; but as they are yy. i,
in his saints, though they are beams from the *
same sun, yet they ave but finite, and in mea-
sure, but being rightly rooted, and well wa-
tered, 1t brings forth in some thirty, many
sixty, and in others, a hundred-fold. Tor
grace is of a growing mnature. You shall
grow up, said the Prophet, like calves in the .
stall; and what are those things they grow Il eter
up in? but in the revelation of the mind of
(md m the scriptures, which revelation 1s al-
ways increasing, especially in the time of a
connnission, when a true Prophet or Minister, 1. xxix.
or Apostle, is to be spoken with, or their & .
writings to repair to, and the Apostles ex-
horted the saints to grow in the knowledge
and grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.  And

o the

es. i, 3.
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Matxiil. the third witness saith, that the saints are
Go™s ]’ _nts ‘n this world, being such as are
fc h* -~ ~esoverall his encmies that despi
Revelation.

CHAP. 111
AGAIN, the Apostle Jude in his 3rd verse,

salutes the saints in a most loving man-

ner, calling them his beloved, because they

are beloved of God. And Paul and Peter,

and 7 rest of the Apostles have done the
';‘f}“ﬂ"’fé, like, and it can be no other in a true ministry;
ol it 12 for such never lord it over God’s heritage, to
‘ whom they are sent, but are examples to the
flock, and seek tleir salvation, in giving them

1. Thes. the seal and assurance thereof; where they
213 find faith is, and what they do require of them
Rev.xx9. for 1t, nothing but the return of that love to
Jesus Christ, which their ministry begot in

them, even the love of Jesus Christ, for his

N redeeming love, (as in verse 21st) and to esta-
35,30 blish and build up themselves in that holy
_ faith preached unto them; that by this faith

v b and love, they may be able to withstand all
gainsayers. And three times wpon this, he

calls them his beloved. So Jude sought not

for their wealth, but welfare. For as every
commissioned Prophet or Apostle of Christ,

hath
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hath Cliwist for his altar, there to feed with eb-xi-
revelation, and revelation doth feed the saints

with that spiritual food, which none can eat

of who serve an outward tabernacle, and feed

at an outward carnal altar, as all the national
Priests do, crying to their hearers, pay your
tythes, and bring in your offerings. But

more of that hereafter, Secondly, the Apos-

tle exhorts the saints, that they earnestly
contend for the faith, which he calls the
common salvation. Now, the doctrine of
Christ's death, resurrection, and ascension,

may | called the common lvatic , recause

there is no way to salvation, but by faith in o
Christ Jesus as Lord and Saviour only, and

that he is to judge both the quick and the

dead. And Paul called Titus his own son, Jehn vi.
according to the common faith in Chnist, : .ad %ic;t:s!i-f‘ﬂ_
malkes all the saints to be called one common Eph.ii12.
wealth of Israel. And the Apostles were

made Governors unto thisicommonwealth,and

gave forth their Master’s law unto it, and as pom. xii
there is a spiritual commonwealth, so "iere is

a temporal commonwealth in all nations and
kingdoms, being governed by the wisdc.n of
reason, as the other is by faith. And hence 1% "ii?
it was, that in my remembrance we had as Whichis

now fulfil-

. . : jon ¢ led in the
great a change in government in this nation; blessod

msomuch that our monic. were coined with Tmmanu

this inscription on the one side, ‘° The Com- or God

with us

“ monwealth
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«“ monwealth of England,” and on the other
sttt T b with us” and truly God v

us i fina sy tual manner; for uot
only the persecuting Bishops were expelled
out of all Government, hoth as to Church and
State, being first voled out of Parliament
Hease.

"lien the Witnesses of the Spirit came forth
=10 had time to spread truth into the world,
= ¢ hath enlightened thousands, heing a

ill d quict pec) le, and obedient to all
¢l Tlaw.

T ° L, ¢ i reds one commonwealth or
law as to the state of government in nations,
so there is one common faith preached i it;
wlizis ot the apestles o lvation foooa, It
it 54 Aator o Y, vhi b ot e saving
it 7 0 =ad that v onen the saerifices and
ordinances were i fore - at Jerusalem, then
was the inward Temple and ontwari! Conrt
joined to the Temple, which Court was a
con 1on place “or all people to e -+t in; Lat
none ‘eve to enter the inmer Temple Lut e
high Priest in the time of their worship, and
thc . that were confe. ors of the true God,
and :f ~ved of Ly the 1. waers of the law.
Now the Apostle John .. Revelatic 2. saith,
that this outward court was ot te he - -
siured, but was to be ¢ at, w0

ourt aid signify the vr ture
touh
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sarth the last witnesses, and was given unto piyine

ihe Gentiles, and this court or scriptures, *****
which is made common to all men, and that
which is unmeasured and cast out, did signify
all the outward unbelieving Jews and Gen-
tiles, and the inner Temple of the spirit of
the scriptures, did signify all the elect Jews
that believed, and Gentiles also in that glo-

rious altar, being the body or tabernacle of Bev xxi
the eternal spirit, unto which altar or god-
" head person, the true worshippers virtually

ite.
lTev, " o tot: U7 mlevy . a0 at-
ward ornament or witness unto the g 'ory or
beauty within the Temple; so likewise, the
court of the visible scriptures is an ornament
or testimony unto that eternal spirit of all
trath within, @nd the temple, bc 1y« - taber-
nacle of the everliving God; and virtually,
in a great measure, living in the temples or
bodies of ‘his elect; that enables them to give
a true distinction between the things of eter-
nal Iife, and eternal death. Now those Ro- P

wn Gentiles through the conquest of the
Jews, did possess the literal records of the two
commis o.s, and not only worship it instead
- fthe et~ 1al spirit, but also by cruel perse-
v oas 70 1300 years) were to tyranmize
over the C'ty of the spiritual gentiles, that
I ot bow down to their inventions. And
those
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those Gentiles are they which the apost!
foresaw, as also did Peter and John s« t.

a| _~ ~ch,and power, and practice; and th. ¢-
fore exhorts the Elect, that with all earnest-
ness, they should contend for the Faith; and
as John said, to hold it fast, and let none take
their Crown. ,

And though all true Prophets, Apostles,
and Saints are the most peaceful men in the
world, yet cannot abide strife and contention
in this case.

This, a Prophet of old cried out saying,
¢ Toeis me, my Mother, that thou hast born

““me a man of strife,” and Christ and his

Isa. aM.
15. 16.

I.Cor.xi7

apostles have foretold and shewed the cause
of it, and that it was necessary, that Heresy
s ~uld be, for to| -cve the righteo: - >ss, and
r 'k -themke p- < rt ldupon Jesus Christ
their Lord to whom their are virtually united,
and their faith pitched upon; and in order
hereunto they are to put the Armour of proof,

and having done all to stand.
ut before I treat of this Heresy, it will be
requisite to declare, according to my under-
star "'ng. First, what the nature of faith is
m C-1. Secondly, what it is in his saints.
Thirdly, when and how it was fiyst given.
These are glorions things to know, if I can
unfold them, or rather being unfolded unto
T« by this last witness, take what I have
learned
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learned in the blessing thereof, for each others
comsolation. First, this faith as it is in God,
is a sacred and invisible life ; for as men con-
sists of form and nature, so God that made
all things, hath form and nature also, and
not an infinite spirit without form, as blind
reason imagines; but our God is a glorious
body of uncompounded purity, full of power

which is all faith, being light, heat, and mo-
tlon and is omnipotent in all righteous act-

s cording to lus Royal Will; b, full
¢ Tsfacti int e YoV v des. 1 |] 1l
for.desire i1s a want, and want is a dissatisfac-
tion, which cannot be inherent in God. Now
all this power of light and life is from one
fiery spark, according as Christ said te his
Apostles, that if they had but as much faith
as a grain of mustard seed, they might say to
that mountain, be thou removed into the sea,

and it should obey them ; but none are capa--

23

Jer. xxxif.

from his Godhead spirit and divine nature, 27.

ble of such a quantity of faith, but the per- 4.,

son of the everliving God only, as saith the
last witness.

Secondly, now this faith must be believed

by faith in all the elect seed of God, created Lvke- v+

in his own image both in form and nature;
for after his body was formed, he breathed

into his nostrils the breath of life, which life, Mat. v.48.

2s St. Peter saith, was of divine nature; so
that
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that {-"h in the elect is in the same 1. b1 =«
as it 1s in God, only differing in measure, an .
so in all divine properties; otherways, it had
not Heen proper to have required the saints
to be merciful, perfect, and holy, as God 1s
holy, perfect, and merciful, meaning in its
nature, but not in measure; for in God it 1s
infinitely infinite beyond measure, as hath

- been said before. But then, on the contrary,

James ii.

.

Genesia,

there is a faith in the fallen angel’s seed, but
it is without power, for no man can live in
tt  world without either a true faith or a
false fa , :.ad the devils are said to have
faith, and do believe and tremble, which de-
vils are wicked men and women, and not
spirits without bodies 2s men do vainly ir -
gine, for spi~" ~ w* lout bo ‘es ¢i it trem-
1 P on, wa 1 is sober, doth ever own

- there is a God, and why? because the moral

Jaw 1is written in reason’s nature, and so mo-
tions forth the obedience due to God, and
that 1t will be hanged or damned, if it obey
it not. And this is the flaming sword, that
keeps the way of the tree of life, and so deters
that seed from much wickedness, otherways
the elect of God could not live. Again, the
world’s faith is grounded or founded upon
tradition, as aforesaid, and on custom also;
For be they Jews, Turks, or literal professors,
each people live according to their accus-

tomed
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tomed religion, and will all draw swords for
their commonwealth. One fighting for the
alcoran, the other for the letter of the bible,
one for a God of three persons, and another
for a God of no person, but a spirit; and this
spirit God subscribed to no place, but to all
places at one and the samne time, and all their
worship is false worship, and their faith is a

W2
[}

false faith, and lies in wickedness, as John,, , .

declares. Again, as God created Adam and
Eve, male and female, so he gave faith but
o , and ever since men have generated t

faith, by w. ch m a b ¢ 1e¢ lsin;so ';
which did not all die in Adam, but left its
seed in generation till it came to behold that
personal faith, from whence it first had its
being. So that there is no new faith given,
but the old one awakened or renewed ; and
so u ts forth from the same principles of light
and life; and from that power under a com-
mission, it attains to that satisfaction, as to
have the assurance of eternal life. This is
that faith which the saints are to contend for.

Gen, i. 15,
Rom,ix 29
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CHAP. IV

For there are certain mnen crept in unawares,
who were before ordained unto this con-
demnation, ungodly men, turning the grace
of God into lasciviousress, and denying
the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus
Chyrist.

ThE Ap.stle Peter, speaking of the sane
Pet. ii. 2. men, s th, that they ca  in pri, y,
b jthenunl « ntot’ _sal i, fritise
true maustiy that maketh samts; yet they
X came . 1f they I . been true ministers, uid
¢ oueower to . the chure ., and to rule
. oaae e wo.cal fows,

X m doe ool Lamel. ere cozptin, though
not called to the ministry by t. e orune L or
apostolic \f . ien, as Timothy and Titus we.:,
but went of «_c nselves, and ordammed them-

sobmx.p L -/ i and omne another; s entered in, but
Mst.vi. pot +, the doer, b 1use neither Christ, his

23.

Rev.xx.  Apostles, or true ministers chosen by them,

v . owned them, and that because they were never

See what

book they iy (God’s commission book ; their names never

;‘E E-zrn being written there, and therefore, though
phets let- they may be owned by man, yet Christ calls
For.  them but thieves and robbers, and deceivers
of the people, like priests, like people, that

both
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both may fall into the ditch. For what is it ;o 5si 9
that provokes them to seek pre-eminence in
church and state, but silver and honour
amongst princes; for it is evident, tt : who-
soever preaches by commission of earthly
powers, preaches for gain ; which gain is their’
godliness, and their belly, (as St. Paul said) 1e.1si.11

I. Tim. vi.

is their God. For all such as mind earthlys.
things have the title of ungodly men, so that & i, 10,
as the ministers of God are godly men, so
the ministers of satan which are mi* "~ "> of
me 1. and made by men, are 'y .n
so there is a stril” 5t 7 .1 n ¢ 'naag
Godlike men and ungodlike mer ™ se like
f3od are saints, but those unlike God are -y
de .ley not only like devils, but are devils 1
wearnate, bringing in damnab!- he esies,
and from hence are siud to be . rdait . to
¢ . mnation.

Llere now is judgment given against repro-
bate preachers, being not commissioned of
God by the testimony of the Apostles (to wit)
Jude and Peter. From these two words, old
and ordained; the word old hath rele "9n to
the time of the fate of the reprobate angel, as
m verse sixth will shew ; the word ordained
stands upon God’s decree, and his decree as
to mankind :tands upon God’s great attri-
butes of justice and mercy; for, if God had
w1 e a people for ki, wr:  his atl -

butes
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butes of justice and mercy conld never Liave
heen known, and also had he not made a | -
ple for his mercy, his otlier good attributes
of mercy could not have been known, aud
then, how could the saints and elect angels
ever have praised his mercy, had they not
known of his justice. The Prophet Isainh
saith, that Tophet is ordained of old, and the
spiritofreason (which i theking)isthathich
must abide in Tophet, it being both king and
governor of this world. It isre: onthathath
a law given to it, and it is reason, the king,
that doth break laws; for it was reason that
slew Abel, the Prophets, and Christ himself.
Again, this fire is the motion of sin, which
proceedeth from the seed of reason; and the
“» of sin is that pile of wood, which is
'l forth by the wisdom of reason; and as
for the breath of the Lord, it is meant the
law of Moses, or moral law ; for the Jaw may
be called the breath of the Lord, because the
larv 1s as a pair of bellows, which doth blow
up motions and actions of sin to a flame;
where the worm never dies, nor the fire never
goes out. Thus the prerogative power of
God over his creatures, both of faith and rea-
son, which are two distinct seeds, sons, or
generations of mankind, which is plainly
seen and known to the one seed, but is blinded
i om the other, insomuch that the preroga-
1y
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tive ower of God 1n election reprobation, or ¢
vejection, is opposed by almost all sects and
¢ »inions i the world, as well Heathensas b
Liter:? Accutants, who use all their serpen-
“ie re won to evade that doctrine. One of
the new light of the age, amongst others of ¥; rer

the Qua-
his brethren, says, in one of his books against £ &v.°f
this commission mostblasphemely, (to wit) that
the principles of election and rejection, is not
-only inconsistent to reason ; (which he makes
his (rod) Lut that it isace ased - se pture;
« 4 uthor saith, that if God .. uld S0,
he would be worse andmorc .. ;v . ..ner
meuw or devils. Oh! monstram horrendum.
Wherefore, then, this principle of election | .

and rejection stand good as my faith assures jrertoW:

2 Pen. ¢. 5.

me, and as the scriptures affirm. (~ec¢ Margin) A X1
‘ ) at.xxiv,
Which way then will that seed that oppose 2!-24-
Mark. xiii

it be able to deliver themselves, or reverse I‘Lke“m
that decree or make 1t void; let them tr

their power, or try /1 . ir will by which they tr;?Bi?t
teach: that all mc. may be saved if they ter’s saints

for his opi-

will.  If thine heart rebel, says he, use vio- mion of

lence with it, by rational persuasion out of

the law ; if it be too weak, call for the spirit

of God to enforce thy reason, that thy reason

may enforre thy will. Let thy reason say

unto God, Lord thou hast given ...e reason

to command my thoughts, and my oul to

love and worship thee. Why then, se. g
freewil]
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freew'™ and  icice are the means appoir
by God to tli at inment of faith, shall not
I wse tI  mi s, for now it is thy own
power and chi ce whether thou wilt be saved
or not. These words were thundered from a
Pulpit. But this doctrine is contrary to Jude
or his doctrine, as also to all the Prophets
and Apostles; for by this doctrine, man is his
own saviour, and reason the serpent-angel’s
nature is that man, that would be saved by
his own strength. TFor though the angel’s
nature is pure reason, yet this we must ' . ow,
that rer- :n fallen is impure; neither could the
purity of the angel’s nat. »continue, ifitwere
notcontinuallysuppli . srevelation fromthe
person of their Creator, into their d .iring
patui: , and that their nature’s ave desire, is
clear, by that of Peter, the first Epistle verse
the 12th. Now, if so, t] * the ang, ' are of
a desiring nature after ihe wisdom of the
Ci tor, in lizs wonderl © work of redemp-
tion ; then that miowiag wisdom m their
e I g natures, . ecome “hat spiritual manna
or heavenly “ od by . "iich they hive.

This then b "~ .o so, how shall reason fallen
from 1its purity in the downfall of that ser-
pent-angel in "' 1. vsurity, « ~ ' se civobtod
to eternity i its s o, 1wt o long ~ - to
be«-pable of the -~ tie w. Ty,
Looozanitev o sattal t eavenicomy h o 2

it
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it was cast out; seeing God did not take upon
him the nature of angels, but the seed of yo.ii16
Abraham, which was the seed of Ali m, which
was his own seed. Now must this damned
reason command faith to help and serve it,
and tell God he shall do for them, and ought
to do for themn, insomuch, that if he will not
mind their wills, and will not save them, to
tell him he is worse than either men or devils.
But are not these devils charging God with
uni zhteousness, for their devilish belief will
" we no other effect, but to harbour fear and
treil U where th O reason is so | esump-
tuous and censorious. Thus we see that the !
doctrine of universal and suflicient grace and
freewill, is grounded npon reason or rational
wisdom, power, and glory; and this is that
which constituted the first Anti-cl. . ch of
Europe, by the name of universal or Cathelic
faith; and as the father began the children
followed, so every succeeding church or sect
of people count themselves as universil, and
as Catholic as their father’s or grandfather’s i cor. i
were; but the foundation of their building*
lies all upon reason, which will prove a «dy
foundation.

From hence it is, that the scriptures must
be interpreted by them, by the rule of that
wisdom or reason, and yet know nothing of
heavenly things, but earthly things only;

nevertheless,
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nevertheless, nothing is to be approve ™ of

but the dictates of reason, and yet knoy
nothing of heavenly but earthly things only,
_ the dictates of reason and its private will and
5. """ desire. And it is that which the Apostle
calls the will of man, when as on the contrary
ca.ii.ge. he saith, true prophecy is by the moving of
the Holy Ghost or spirit of divine faith, being
the seed and nature of God, and so not from
the will of nan.» The private spirit of impure
reason, it may be called private, because
iniquity is a mystery, and hath deceit in it.
lla.Cor.xi.beil]g th devil transformed into an angel of
' light. But to come now to their further

devilish doctrine.

But wherefore is it, that such presumptuous
words are sp ren, and why election and re-
jection is so mnch abhorred. Is it not saith
the last Witnesses, because they do 't

Lwm.an. Know themselves elected, nor their ov

Pereteox Salvation, for if they did, they would never
have abhorred their own election. For reason
in man is subject to abhor or scorn, tl'at an-
other should be made better than its-If, or in
a better condition.
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CHAP. V.

Turning the grace of Glod into lasciviousness.
ver. 4.

OW, let us inquire who these persons are
who preach this damnable doctrine, as
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Peter calls it; and well it may be called so, 1, ; 4.

seeing that the grace of God which had ap-'*

peared and taught them to deny all ungodli-
ness and worldly lusts; not that they were
established in the Apostle’s time, but since,
by these established teachers, who have turned
them into all ungodliness and worldly lusts,
as Jude, John, Peter, and Paul foresaw by
the spirit of prophecy, and some of them at-

tempted it in their days, for saith John, they soh.;.

are all gone out from us, because they were
not of us. And I find it written in Church
History, that some crept privately into the
seven churches of Asia, and did teach that
fornication was no sin, and John speaks of
it likewise, by which said one (Clement), the
gate of righteousness was shut up, which gate,
he called Christ.

Now from hence it come to pass, that ac-

cording to the prophecy of John, the candle- Rev.ii.s.

stick, which had the true light in it was
removed ; what with these teachers and false
E preachers,
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preachers, and what with persecution, that
in process of time, error got a head, and
preaching carnal things to earnal ears, came
to be established by false Priestcraft and
worldly authority. Since which time to this,
the studies of the devil has been turned into
religion and will-worship, and so no t e
faith, but a traditional one as beforesaid.
Since which time the elect of God have been
kept in darkness and ignorance, many of
tl . bel’ ~ing that th: 1 ned Men : ad
P -sts of this world had ¢ we successively
to ~tu, 70s. o0 - mces, orvisible worship
to p]ea‘;e God. And thus have the Gentiles.
th~ Roman Catholics, the Papists, trod the
holy city under’ -, since the unmd sured
court A s ca "ou ca t sm : fo into
their hands, of v ‘ch 1" :y hav - n «" great
merchandize of, it has made © 'm 1 :h, and
pufted them up with such pride, that they stile
t* r- ~lves by ¢ : name of Iloly Mother, the
C ~rch. ™t to con< ' r their doctrine and
practc~ - fruits of which will prove it a
most ur®»ly church, wii 1 a witne:. , as by
this th-ir turning the grac of God i in.o las-
civiousness and wantonness.

Now what this lasciviou: - 'ss was, may
be understood by Paul’s v-ords, who in one
place joins lasciviousness and fornicatior to-
gether, and in the second place he joins both

with
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w.n actl y, and ina thurd place saith, that rom i.a1.

ey who do such thing s, cannot inherit the *™**
ki <dom of Heaveu o U dj and 1t is so much
ma ‘toriously wicked, when it is counte-
nanced by a teacher. Again, this National
Romish and Monarchial Church has main-
tained this doctrime, and their ministry doth
both by law and custom ratily it; notwith-
standing the spirit being got into the church
of Ephc..s, yet both Christ and his saints gev.ii.s.
voorly  Choosad it. But the Lew! of this

Anti-caue o “_ ane, (the Bisliop) 1. called

Pis Yo, or 7 ther, calling himself Apos-  F

.anu e « s successor; but Peter con-
de o+ ity and called 1t a devilish doctrine ;

“can it be proved that Peter ever was I1I Fet
at oine, unl  we take thewr lying legends . ..,
Gr | Cooi, 1ol e € iipture proves it not; but
+ e seniowsy consider Paul’s Epistles writ-

rom Rome, as in the Galatians, Phili-

. ".ns, Ephesians, Colosians, and the second @
ot Timothy, with his rehearsals and saluta-
1101 s of friends, from thence we may be satis-
.zl that Peter never was there; although
aeir liitory saith, they were both martyred
:n - o.1c in one year. Their history differs
ab .ut wae sueess__on after Peter. But to the
matter aforc_aid. The Pope doth not only
allow himself a concubine, but gwes liberty

» i3 1 ops - d Prixs. to do the same, *
those

(¢}
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those that are in holy orders as they ¢ il *

but their committing adultery. theft, or mu -
der, whether in Priest or People, they can
have pardon gver and over again for money.
Wliereas the true Apostolical Church granted
ane repentance for one sin after conversion,
and no more. But their church granteth
hundreds, and have their confessions and ab-
solutions accordingly, so makes sin and sanc-
tity rule by turns, as a saint to-day and a
devil to-morrow; then confession and abso-
lution follows, and so a saint again the next
day, and the day following a devil again.
As one Phillips, a preacher, in his prayer
said, “ Lord, we sin, then we pray, and then
“ to our sins ag un, as if we should ask thee
“lea.~ to offenc.,” so they go their rounds
like a horse in a mill. Here may be brought
in that saying of Moses, namely, ¢ that be
‘¢ washed himself after touching a dead body,”
but if he toucheth it again, what availeth his
washing. DBut to the matter aforesaid, keep-

“ir 5 concubines is by that church reckoned no

sin, and for others that are not under the
Pope also, yet if the ministers of them have
occasion to act in that nature, having no
wife, become Popes also in this case, and if
they think itis a sin, yet can they as Pope’s
absolve themselves.

Now, the Priests of the Romish “hurh

are
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are forbid marriage under the pretence of
purity, raying, they are married to Christ, 5o
and so cannot give themselves to another.— Mty
In the first Council of Nice, they would have
established that law, (against Priest’s marri-
age) had not one man withstood them with
reasons w..v @ overpowered them. One ar-
guicent r22inst it might be quoted from the
Apostle .~ aul’s werds, how that to forbid
marriage was ti e doctrine of the devil. But
this devilish doctrine took place afterwards,
and their great doctors allowed of concubines
as much as their great St. Augustim, as they
called him, who lived in the 4th century, and
kept his concubine. Pope John the 12th, he
was accused of downright adultery, and Pope sag.s
John the 23rd, was deposed by the Council fera.”
of Constantine, it being proved against him. ’;’;.‘f,,fm'
First, that he had hired a person to destroy
Alexander, his predecessor; secondly, that
he was a heretic and held with the mortality
of the soul; and thirdly, that he was an adul-
terer and sodomite. 'There was at this Coun-
cil, 346 Archbishops, 564 Abbots, and 450
Conimon Whores. Pope John the 14th, in
the year 965, was killed by an Italian, who
found him in bed with his wife. And Pope %
Sextus gave liberty to the Cardinal of Luey, X
to use sodomy. Likewise, it is said, that Y
pe  Alexander the 6th, knew his own
' daughter,
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daughter, and Valence did the like, 1 &

mentioned manymore, butshall conclude wic

mentioning one more of this bastard church,

which I know will be thought incredible;

but baving it from an eminent Author of the
pr.sier- Church of England, I shall here relate the
bisan . same. Inthe year of our Lord 335, a Council
% was held at Tyre, with a command that Atha-
nasius should appear, and he appearing, was
forced to plead. He wasaccused by the Arian
Bishops with many great crimes, as 1 rsi, e
was accused of having ravished a womnan, and
one who had before vowed virginity. Se-
condly, he was accused of craelty and murder.
Thirdly, of profanation and impicty, though
s was contra " ited by the Catholic Bishops,
yet e dder v e dis) oved.  But ano-
ther Council was hield, when the Emperor drew
his sword, and accused Athanasius himself,
: wying, histe timony was sutlicient, and there-
upc  the Catholic Bishops as well as the
At a, condemned bhim. There were 300
Bishops in that Synod.

Thi. "~ tl . Athanasius who drew up the
Nicean Creed so exalted by Papists and Epis-
copal Father and Son, whether the testimony
against him was true or not, still the trial

. a matter of fact; for, if Athanasims was
1 nocent of the char; : laid against hun, then
all those C. “olic1s. j-werev e’

A
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a witness, who had before acquitted him, but
now for fear of their Lord and Emperor, whose
creatures they were, turned cat in pan, and
condemned Athanasius. Oh! horrid wick-
edness, who sees it not.

CHAP. VL

And denying the only I 1 God, and
Lorc Jesus Christ.—ver. 4.

THIS is not to be understood partly of God

the Father, and partly of Jesus Christ,
but altogether of Jesus Christ; because it runs
parallel with Peter of denying the Lord that i pes. s
bought them. So that by Peter’s words it"
doth appear, that they had acknowledged
Christ so far, as that he had bought and pur-
chased their salvation with his blood. But
then, they became so very licentious as to
teach that frailties of nature, were not incon-
sistent with christianity. For Christ having
fulfilled the law for us, by his death and re-
surrection ; which was sufficient for our sal-
vation. From hence, then it is evident that ¢
they owned Christ for their Saviour, but M2
not their Lord; and so would have him to
save them in their sins, but not from their
sins, which was the end of *his coming.—

And
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And it is written, thou shalt call his .
Jesus, who shall save his people from the -
sins. But these men must have liberty and
sin, and yet so as not to stand off; but come
to confession and absolution as aforesaid,
twice or thrice a year, and so quit with God
for Christ’s sake, that they might begin to
sin again upon a new score. Neither could
they believe or own that Godhead and Man-
hood made one Person in Christ, and so one
only and alone Lord God.

But Jesus Christ must either be inferior to

” the only Lord God, (as the Arians held) or if
he be God, yet must be a second Person, and
so distinct from the only Lord God the Fa-
ther, as the Catholics teach, which was con-
trary to the Apostles doctrine of Christ, cal-
ling him the only Lord God, the true God,
and the only wise God, as in the last verse of
Jude; ascribing to him all glory, majesty,
dominion and power for ever.

Now these titles of only Lord God, &c. ex-
cludes all copartnership, it is not that parti-
cle (and) which makes Persons, but shews the
union of natures, divine and human, which

Jonn. 3i.3 38 od and Man in one single Person, and is
most proper if 1t be read thus: denying the
only Lord God our Lord Jesus Christ, its but
the same in that other scripture, where John
calls Christ the true God and eternal life;
all other God’s are but idols.

John.v 20
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These are all positive scriptures, and as
God commands all other scriptures to bow to
them, so that there is enough said to satisfy
the seed of faith, but the seed of reason will
never be satisfied, so I wrote not this for their
satisfaction, but conviction, knowing they
are not appointed to believe unto salvation,
but on the contrary were of old ordained to
condemnation, as aforesaid, and as hereafter
follows.

CHAP. VIL

I will therefore put you in remembrance,
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though ye once knew this ; that the Lord Nunm xi.

Num. xvi.

having saved his People out of the Lands,s.

not.

ERE, the Apostle Jude brings in an
example of vengeance against the infi-
delity, and the unbelief of those carnal mur-
muring Jews which came out of Egypt by
the Red 8¢+, by the conduct of Mo  and
Joshua. And though they were t1 . children
of Abraham, T aac, and Jacob, and might
hoast themselvesoft utdexcentand ps rentage,
—et though they ;.- d throngh t! eir lo: i,
¥ vet

Num xxxi

of Lygypt, destroyed them that belicved .
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yet were they e ve .« 1 of the « | 3
andallt eser ~ " 1" Mithey<  wroug

availeth th -» — ing. T o the e'ct
n Jatr do 71 - d5tin tic . in the Record
of Iz-»s, yet by tuis of J- ', t"» n°l.
further k: - .. that their desti_tion wi- not

o yter ~¢', but: eternalc ™la, it
These ' ~ing the same Jews that Chrict sp “ie
of, that did ¢ ¢t M- _ 0. the Wilc anens,
and were dead; and those unbelievir I ws
which then opposed Christ, were of the same
seed as those that rebelled against God in the
Wilderness.

Now we are given to understand, that the
manna which Moses fed the children of Israel
with, was only a type or sh- '~ ¢ '] hea-
ol ok ot which w2 B edy 0 “hrist
I -4 the seed of 1 ~son in those niuwrm ‘ing
sews, could see notning o a sp ..l - ~ture
in it, and therefore the people spake against
Moses, saying, ‘ why have you brought us
out of ¥ ~ypt to die in th~ Wilderness, for
we have nothing to eat but this manna, nei-
ther have we any thing to Jrink but this
water which cometh out of the rock;” the
manna was only to sigmfy the true bread of
life, which was the flesh of Ch "t andt
water did signify his blood, which v as poured
out of his blessed Body, which was the b «.
T ~rvefore the meaning of Christ to those of

the
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the _ s in the 6th Chapter of John, (as
now saith the last Witnesses) is this; Your
{" Jersdid eat Manna in . : Wilderness: d
are dead, which meaning is, that those Fa-
thers of yours, who tempted God, in that they
tempted Moses, they were overthrown by na-
tural Plagues in the Wilderness, that is, they
were damned to Eternity ; for all those that
fell in the Wilderness through unbelief, and
murmured against God, were all damned to
F* mity. Else would it have been to no pur-
pose for Christ to say, your Fathers did eat
Manna in the Wilderness and are dead, but
whosoever shall eat of this bread which I shall
give him, shall live for ever.

Now there were a great many of the seed
of faith in that nation of the Jews, which did
see the substance of those types and shadows,
which the manna and the water did signify;
as also divers of other things; yet they all
died a natural death, and those that did eat
of tte true bread when it was come, as the
.~ ostles and Believers in Christ’s time, they
1 77 1 a natural death, as well as those that

"V th Wilderness, or was overthrown
1 and slain through unbelief; but the
words of Christ hath this meaning; that
whaoroever believes that my flesh is the flesh
of God, (which is that bread of life) and
“1at my blood is the blood of God, or the

water
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water of life, which that manna and v.. ...
Moses gave you did signify, shall never dic
that is, he that believes this, hath passed from
death to life; that is, he is passed from the
fear of eternal death, to have the assurance
of ~ternal life, which doth abide in him; so
that he who believes shall not see death, but
falleth asleep in the full assurance of eternal
Iife, and faith which God hath promised ; who
hath »~ - and 1s able to perform, and give
tl ¢ +f e end of theirfaith, whichislifeetern 1.
But on the contrary, those that did eat
manna and were dead, it was spoken in re-
ference to eternal death or the second death
abiding in them; which fear and seal in spi-
ritual thimgs, is many imes talcn for the
th' s 7 clver ) tl t by what is here
et may be ¢ arto all sach | hav - faith
in the serijtures, being in its true spiritual
sense, that the destruction of those unbeliev-

_ing Israelites in the wilderness was not only

a temporal, but an eternal death lay in their
unbelief, whatever can or shall be said against
it by “he Trencher Chaplains, and Silver—
sor ed Merchants of this perishing world.
Tor this I shall say, that although the first
commission of Moses and the Prophets speaks
little of eternal death, but as only a pene-
trating down into the grave, and there leaves
*}*em because God was not then come in the

ﬂesh
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lesh, nor soffered, nor risen, nor ascended,
with his triumph over death, hell, the devil,
-nd the grave, but by these two last commis-
sions, eternal life and death is made manifest,

and immortality brought to light.

Yet in the first commission, when Ezekiel
summoned all the great Potentates of the ez xxxii
«rth to the grave, where they should lay their
swords under their heads; yet he tells them
“eir iniquity should lay upon their bones,

v! “ch sh ~7ed or ra*her hinted +* “he resur-
St of those nes, s well 54> booes of
. Isradd, ¢. 37.  Danicel also, and the other
] rophets, yea Enoch taught it, as appears
by Jude in the 14th and 15th verses, which
will hereafter bespoken of. Butthegreat men
of the earth being made lords thereof; have,
and do make it their only heaven, not ex-
pecting any iniquity could lay upon their
bones; neither can I expect how literal Pro- L
fessors can expect any thing upon their bones,
whilst they expect and believe that their souls
"~ go to heaven without their bodies.

CHAP.
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CHAP. VI1I1.

And the angels which keptnot their first estate,
he hath reserved in everlasting chains
under darkness, unto the judgment of the
great day. Even as Sodom and Gomorrah
and the cities about them in like manner,
8. ing t' omselves over to fornication, and
going after strange flesh, are set forth for
an example ; suffering the vengeance of
clernal fire.

HIS scripture by Jude and Peter, puzzles

all the lcarned men in the world, they

k» wnotwl “to: ' ofi1. DB the com-
1 opi tdVshed 0t Neonal
CF nel -~ Ministry is, that ther- vio5a re-
]It 9. Froke out in Ileaven, and a war en-
s Voars o~otast angel, in which war, God
t1~ 21y ~*ar ' 1 v one part, and threw
the other dow1r ap:  tiis eartn, being mil-
lhons of them, who-all became devils which
are said to be in chains, but what those chams
are, they know not; and yet they say these
devils can go to and fro and tempt men to
sin, and all the evil that is done, is by the
instigation of these spint or hags being all
without bodies, and these bodiless devils bear
all
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all the blame, and so would have them bear
all the punishment too.

That there evir wa ~ war in E .ven, we
do utterly deny. We do know that a war was
said to be i Ileaven between Michael and
his Angels, and the Dragon and his .ng =,
butitwas uponthiseartl TForas  :rewas e
angel and but one angel, that was | iffed up
with pride, after God had withheld from him
the ¢ rl ,wing of divine revelation, into his
~aring v are of re. nj v ,on wh' I the
C e detl ed him, : «. -« him down
up .. thi. _ rth; where - ~de . 1!.1gdom
of sodlike glory was prepared for him in a
Imezl way ; and therefore, it is said by John,
__ velations 12th chapter, Woe to the inha-

" ants of the earth, tor the devil, (not devils) Comn
810

n Book

1s-come down amongst you, and this is that
serpent angel which tempted Eve, called the
tree of knowledge of good and evil ; and Cain
was that devil transmuted into flesh, being
the first born of Eve, so the first borm child
of the devil; and so he became (and none but
h. alone) the first born child of the devil or
. zebub that Prince of Devils, and the only

.. ther of all those angels of darkness (spoken
- "he.. by the Apostle Jude) that are kept or
...erved unde chains of darkness of unbelief,
ato the great day of judgme..t. Thewarthat
is'said to be in Heaver: is on thisearth; so. .o
Michael
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Micl~ " is the spirit of the Lord Jesus in |~
angelical believers ; whose weapons are fai
love, and patience; and the Dragonisthe spirit
of cursed Cain in his persecuting believers,
whose weapons are swords, guns, andsoforth ;
and this Dragon and his angels are the spirit
of Cain, who was the spirit of the serpent
angel aforesaid.

Again, that great Red Dragon and his
men of war, that is said to stand before the
woman (the Virgin Mary) to devour the ~hild
Jesi 5. This Dragon was Herod, and the
earth that helped the woman, was those chil-
dren that Herod slew, which was that earth
that swallowed up that flood of persecution.
Yet this Herod and his sons who were called
ot e id to have the'. original from
Heaven; because they were the se. 1 of the ser-
pent angel that was cast down from Heaven;

but it came, lineally from Cain; so that all
those angels or no other men, and such

as have a share of the wisdom of reason,
(the fallen angel’s nature) are fit to be Go-
vernors, and may, and are called Princes,
Angels, yea Gods; and are said to be from
Heaven or Paradise, as a state of glory ; and
at last centres his principality in the cherub

or one of the cherubims. For there are «-
veral orders of ange! in Heaven, as cher-biuas
phims, &c. as chief.  As for .at order of
ministoring-
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ministering spirits, I am persuaded in my
_iad, they were created to be serviceable to the
electseed of Adam, who by commaission from
Heaven, have often appeared to some of the
Prophets, Apostles, or chosen ores, for their
consolation, or with certain messages. And
that angel which the Lord cast out or down
from Heaven, for his pride, I am persuaded,
was also one of those Cherubims. It is also
wonderful to consider of that mighty wisdom
and prerogative power in the most High and
‘Glorious Creator, that one of the most glorious
Angels m Heaven, should become one of the
greatest Devils in the flesh, and that one of

49

the greatest devils in nature, should become ;. geevess

one of the most glorious saints in Heaven.
Cain and Mary Magdalen in due time may
clear this, as saith the last Witness.  Again,
these angels that kept not their first estate,
must needs be men, because the sodomites
and they, acted both alike ; the sodomites are
said to be cast down, as well as the Angels,
and were part of those runagate angels, there-
fore 1t is said in like manner that they were
cast down to hell, which could not be said in
like manner, if they were not men and women.
But saith the apostle, even 1 like manner
Sodom and Gomorrah, giving themselves over
to fornication and defilement of the flesh, are
the angels spoken of, who if they were spirit

G devils

" Epistles.



Gen. xvii.
14.

A PRACT “AL DISCOI™ 3E UPON

Ta

devils without bodies, they . ld not ec- -
fc =i "ti-n with women; so that these two
‘poit'~1 vude and Peter, ta~ether with Jo-~
makes a third . ritness; this being a threefold
cord will not be ezsily broken.

Again, it is further said, that those angels
are kept in chains unto the jud~ment of the
greatday. From henee, then it is plain, that
there is no punishment for the devil and 17,
angels until that jud rment day. Whereas
Jude ° .pnat Sodon. suffered ven :ance of
1 fire; it was ne other but that eternal
fire is included in their temporal everthrow
as hath been before shown by those who felk
in the wilderness. For there is no time to
the dead, but the next thing after, is judg-
ment and exeeution. The soul di s with the
body in all mankind. both in saints end ser-
pents, only these three, Enoch, Moses, and
Elas; yea, Christ himself made his bed with
the wicked for three days, and if Christ’s soul
did die ours must; for as the soul and body
receives life together, lives together, and dies
together, so they must both rise together.

For all sober reason doth hold, that the
soul is extradnee as they call it from the I'a-
ther to the Son for several reas ns; as first,
they say if the soul was not by tradition, none
could be guilty of original sin. This argrnent
so puzzled St. Augustin (as they call him, who

was
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was the . Buwiop of Hyppo), that he was
- e to own i, or he could not tell how to
leal with the Plageans w . denied original
1 Sec ondly, from that place, Exodus c. i.
v. 5, and Gen. c. xlvi. v. 26, 27. Thirdly,
then they s :, that man were worse than a
beast, that gets both matter and form.—
Fourthly, that every like begets its like.—
Fifthly, God’s command would be useless to
‘ncrease and multiply.  Sixthly, if net so,
ivod wo 1ld infuse a soul to be L= .". both
e o Lhercafter for another’s sin. Se cath-
ly, Grod * ould e :m to connive at fornicat _n

and adultery. Eaghtly, if the soul be infusc 1

what is begotten > nothing. For a body can-
not generate without a soul.

CHAP. IX.

Likew:se also those filthy dreamers defile e
Sesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of

dignities.—ver. 8.

NOW, the apostle returns from his setting
forth those examples of God’s wrath and
vengeance against thoseangels and sodomites,
charging the like transgressions upon those
false teachers, calling them filthy dreamers,
showing their practice to be like those of the
 angels

ol
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angels and sodomites, being all from one root;
for £~ _zk-dil . of these setanical angels
a - ra k¢ ' mto three heads, or three wicked
spirits or principles; as first, they defile the
flesh ; secondly,they despise dominion; third-
ly, they speak evil of dignities; fourthly, they
spe. . evil (as in the second verse) of thing ,
they know not. I shall treat of each of these
in order; but first of their being called
dreaners,

1o, 4 omen are not only calle Tdho am-
ers, . filthy ¢ amers, now th'y must be
filthy because they « ef..¢ the flesh : now in the
time of the law dreaming of marvellous thing:,
that were of great concernment, not oni, I -
cause the Lord himself did often appear in
dreams and visions of the night; but like-
wise, because some of his servants liad the
gift of true ihterpretation of them in the r
time; but dre: ns now aie. "no vi' . to us,
because we know that instead . ."recine,—
C od himself 13 the alone t:achor of his elect,
by the immediate ....pir: “ion of his most holy
spirit. Secondly, but wiese n:.n are called
dreamers because of thei~ wisdom as to spi-
titual matters, which proceedeth from no
otlier foundation but from the imagination
of imipure reason ; so that all visions are but
imagmary dreams. Ior whatever flows not

m the revelation of faith, must of necessity

arise
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arise from the imagination of reason, and the ;. ;.
fals. priests and national preachers of thej§ 5>
- law, vaunting themselves of their dreams, § = *
using the woids of the prophets, b pervert-

g the sense, not knowing the meaning
thereof; therefore all are visions and imagi-

nary notions, and so four hundred of Baal’s
Priests were but the deceit of their own hearts. .., wi.
For this we may know, that there are waking {ewho,
dreams as well as sleeping dreams.  For ima- o £der
gination is a familiar spirit, and 1s begot out

of the womb of reason, which is the mother,

wad the 1nac " zation of the heartis the father

that beg f+ wnis familiar spirit, and this fami-

har spirit is the son of imagination, which is
reason’s wisdom, and this son begets a God
without a body, and a devil that flies in the
air without a body, and cries I have seen, I
have seen, but what can be seen? an invisible
nothing, nothing but a perishing dream and

a nonsensical faucy, for any one to imagine

the devil to be in hell-fire, and out of the fire,

in chains, and yet at hiberty fo tempt man,

and all at the same time. These are the fruits

of these filthy dreamers, and the next is the

devil in the flesh. The sodomites and the
angdls are charged with fornication and going
after strange flesh, and verse 10th they are

said to corrupt themselves; verse 18th, these

we said to walk after their own lusts; verse

' | | ~ 19th,
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19th, sensuahit,’, and verse 25th, are said to

be spcu:d by the flesh. N I am of th,

1 m , that all these sayings b.. but on

sense, viz. that sin and the devil are man’s

1ast wir. oWl seed proceeding from men’s lusts, or in

erre otaer places called the lust of the flesh. Rea-
of Revela-

o™ 1s called the lesh as faith is called the

sém 5. Spirit, for the scriptures take no notice of the
Sy gs - -ward bodily flesh; but as the two seeds

v-17.19. ¢ ___teinthem, eit er to the pur..ying of the

T —.-thede.deaer ot ity ch priayaa
- _ent dowr . _zef.nn the t ;o seds. So
tw wihihisborn ol ue ticshis fiess s and that
v ich 1s born of the it is spirit, and it is
these seeds which bring forth two motions and
two voices, as speaking in man as also in two
v, Joms, and so each seed brings forth its
own body. For as faith was but once given
¢ as aforesaid, so reason and sense was but once
given likewise, and it continues its kind by
generation.  But reason fallen is impure, so

-...n thatimpur.ty comes polution and defile-

me..t, 191 who can bring a clean thing out of

Mat. xxv. - LIce@.. Again, we are to understaad thus
w.10.  Inuch, tlat by _ie place of conczpuc.s C: sin
is In the se_.:, and b conception do not die
xoreldt  ucse_ ito e; that is into action,

then it brings 1 ‘th dex . wLic is the punish-

ment due for such s> o tare ifive iny s
ac.ons, 10° w c er it ve merder,i by,

PR

Jam iit 15
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ar theft as it 1s committed, it is first cc ce red
in the heart by the motions of the flesh. Exoxxix.

In Exodus it is written, thou shalt, -+h1s
the law of Moses, ¢ take all the fat that co-
vereth the inwards, and the caul that covereth
the liver, and the two kidnies, and the fat
that is upon them, and burn them upon the
altar.” First, this was an offering under the
law to atone for sin, signifying the concep-
tion that covers man’s heart; such as earnal T
~eason, unbelif ev’' thoughts, and wic" +d e i
imagi~—-t-~s3 and - 2 woit B2 e Ffin4, 20T
for though your piercing wisdom ¢ reason
be ever so high and lofty, you must submit
or die. Secondly, the kidnies and reins which
are the instrumentsof generation, in the scrip-
ture sense are meant the inmost affections
and desires, and are joined to the heart, which
must also be mortified, for this desire and
affection of lust and pleasure is inherent i
the fallen nature of reason, so that it i1s man’s
own seed that sins, and for this comes the
wrath of God; bnt upon whom! why, v~ g, ;.
men and women who are called the children
of disobedience.

Thi~ 'y, moreover it is the kidniec that are
the seats of 'ust and not the brains, for that am i-14
is the seat of reason and argum-at; though
the motions of the mind pass through the
whole soul, and if they be evil, then they are
the only tempters of man.
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Bxo. xx.  Fourthly, therefore let not any man lay his
Deuvi.16 Drats at other men’s doors, but let every man

chargg his own soul with the evil he com-

mits. For this is to be minded, that there is
1m.il7. no creature that sinneth but man, who had
a law given him to walk by, which law saith,
¢ thou man, thou shalt not tempt the Lord
thy God ‘to commit murder, adultery, c.
steal,” &e. &e.

Fifthly, the scriptures were given forth to
0 aw. .o, .. to saint and :cpent, and
the law was given to man devil, and the gos-
pel to man saint, and each hath his law
written in his own heart.

Sixthly, there is no kind of living creature
that is defiled while it isalive, but man only,
no, 1 . any tree or herb but what was good
in its creation.
cen xvi.  What tree was that in the garden of Eden,
17 called the Tree of Knowledge of Good and

' FEvil, of which Adam and Eve were not to

eat of ?  Was it of this creation? or was that
_ serpent a natural beast? It is a beastly ima-
ppon i gination to think so, and much more are they
in chains of darkness who so imagines it, or
so teaches 1it, and in the snares of the devil
that defile the flesh, which devil is their own

lust, as aforesaid.

Gen.i.25.

H

CHAF.
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ClJAP. X.

The next charge to these filthy dreamers is,
that they despzse dominion.

DOMINION has a twofold meaning, one
a temporal and the other spiritual ; the

temporal lies in kings and magistrates of

kingdoms, both of which will be further treat-
e of hereafter.
For all men, without respect of persons, do

(2]

h |

owe obedience to the king or supreme POWer Eom. xii.
which they are under; for God hath placed Jor. xxix.

them in that power to rule and judge the "

people. And whether a magistrate be just }i *v

or unjust, yet they are obliged to obey him,
and he must be obeyed 1n all things relating
to the civil law; for a magistrate represents
the person of God, who can do nothing but
equal justice to all men; if magistrates should
¢ {1 any unjust thing in their places, yet it is
no less than rebellion to resist them in their
places, but men are obliged to suffer patiently
leaving all things to God; for God who sets
up Governors, (and sometimes in his wrath
too), can pull them down when he pleases as
he did Nebuchadnezzar, and at his pleasure
suffer one wicked man to destroy another,

H according

c. xxii.21.
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The whole aCCOrding to the Apostle John, who saitlr,

Book of
R,evelau

that the ten horns of the beast should hate the

Je, wix. Whore, and make her desolate. Now these

. ten horns were several kings or princes under

the beast or emperor, who were to execute
his will in persecuting the saints; but after
that it is said, they had power given them to
hate the whore and make her desolate.

Now, it was not the beast nor the emperor
which gave them this power, but it was Ged
hir- If; for said Jolm, God put it in ““e
hearts of wicked men to hate the whore that
must be made desolate; and the last whore,
was the first that succeeded the ten persecu-
tions, and she hath sat almost upon all na-
tions; and these kings, princes, and people
th it Cd " th made the mstruments thereof,
a wicked men ; for all that fight with swerds
and guns or any other carnal weapons are
wicked men,and though the kings and princes
have of late fought against the whore, yet
notwithstanding this whore despised their.
dominmen. Now it may seem strange that the
national priests should ever despise that do-
minien, which upheld them in the church
autherity, se far as to be judges in all spi-
ritual matters. Yet, when they had attained
to this authority, (so far as to be judges) they
were not satisfied, but through pride and
ambition they have at several times exalte |

themselves,
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themselves, so as they would not only be
judges in spiritnal matters but in temporal
also ; and so from their angelical pride would
not allow any temporal judges to meddle
with matters of the clergy; but would be con-
cerned in both courts and both laws them-
selves, and so would be lords not only over
all inferior people, but also over kings and
princes too. As Bishop Certius of Alexan-

59

Who lived

dria, challenged himself the government of, 2‘6,‘1‘;3,‘;?‘

and over all temporal matters, and Pope
Boniface the VIIIth declared himself 1., | of
all the world, and that emperors, kings, and
princes owcd obedience to him.

The history of England saith, that Theo-
bald, Archbishop of Canterbury, troubled all
England (his power was so great) with the
sword and bloody wars; and Becket' that
succeeded him was not much better, being
both a soldier and a courtier, and it was told
the King by the Lord Chief Justice, that the
clergy had committed above a hundred mur-
ders since his reign, and the cause of it was
that the Commons had ordained that such
priests as were found guilty of grievous crimes
should be degraded, and there was thousands
of such in the land. This is that temporal
power and dominion which these National
Priests depise, when they cannot have their
own ends, which is to be above all; likewise

ther
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ther ™td v t' o Hen angd’, who woult - ot
on ~Y -7 e altheother angels, In
L R

A in, th > men spoken of by Jude do
not only despise the temporal dominion afore-
said, but t' »y also despise the evangelical
a 1 <piritual dominion. For these whores
and harlots wou'" never have Christ rei \n
ov r them, and yet now. babble more of |

Meoend - oeruihx fLun they wao U
e oo thy ol lawsof th ir o on
mattt o Poirpt oveme pnalt o TR

nion : o~ a‘1, if it should b~ askid whdther
a believer of this Commission of the Spirit
may take upon himany temporal office, such as
Justice of the Peace, Cons ' ible, and the '+ -
U CL v gl ot n Cther ¢ ne
Lif Dow st . L wnocon-
< ence m ‘T» thar money or world b w3,
beca - b x5 - dom s not of this world ;
~d b st e -0 offices without im-
pcs csoat’ [ w! i nives, and are to be
av ' N-wvofo; ~ rearetwos -,
an e rt-v - -adapron ry »'h, wiich
prom* sary th is, when - or more affix
Goc' ' name t'at they will ¢ . + or not do
what they promise, this o2 ~. v ‘awful.
It is well . 1id o” one, who being requi: ed to
< ,ear or take such and such an oath, :
v. 1, “how shall T swear to defend s~ " ..
' rian
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man when I cannot defend myself; for man
is but a creature, and has not so much power
over himself as even to think a good thought, «
and much more to do a good thing. Butan
assertory oath is, what a man knows to be cer-
tainly true, and what the immediate sense of
seeing and hearing assures him, and this to
inform a judge or jury to the end, that justice
may be administered or determined by it, and
this is the oath that Paul makes the end of

1 rife. Yet Michacl, the Archang °, con-

e dingwiththedevil:* ouf he’ y 7 " |
durstnotbring: _~ thim: r™ , accusa-
tion, butsaid, the Lord rebuke thee. All the
anti-churches in Europe are at a loss i this
scripture, and know not what to make of it,
or who this Michael the archangel sheuld be;
but the spirit of God in this Commission have
traced the paths, and hath found out that
this Michael here spoken of by Jude the 2ae 12
apostle, was John the high Priest in the type, )
and Jesus Christ in the anti-type, who is the
high and heavenly priest of our salvation.
And the Prophet Zacharah saw in a vision,

the _demption of the seed of fai 'h by Christ,
under the type of Joshua the high Priest, 1, ;.
standing before the Lord at his right hand to
resist him. This high priest, s .ith the last
witness was Christ clothed with filthy gar- Exo. xxix
ments when he became flesh, being so mean ?

in
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in his apparel that Lie was not like the L h
Priest’s in former times, asnot having a br « t

_:ate and ephod, with a bell and pomegra-

nates all of pure gold, with all sorts of pre-

cio. . stor .. ; as also purple, scarlet, and fine

linen, as may be read in the law of Moses.

This was an external glory which prefigured

the internal, and reason was wonderfully

pa.xv, Dleased with it.  Yet this high priest Jesus,
%3 though so plain in his apparel, called himself
the Son of God, and this Satan that stood at

. the right hand, was the spirit of unclean rea-
Mat.iv.5. son in that scribe or pharisee that tempted
Christ, from his subtle reason of that pinna-

cle of the temple, his own head, and not the
pinnacle of a material steeple, for that devil

(‘ou]d ot oo bl lt[ “'lil as ai.y spinits

v ussati ' vil being man,

-spoke ontheheight .md hedd ot his reason, say-

ing, cast thyself down, foritiswritten, he shall

give his angels charge over thee, that thou

pal xai. dash not thy foot against a stone, that is,
x.6. (saith this witness) submit yourself to us, and
be eur king and governor; then shall we
overcome all nations and all people in the
world ; for thy angels will keep thee, and thou

shalt not be overcome by any attempt what-
soever. Now the Prophet saith, this dispute

was about the body of Moses, and after the

" pute was over; it is said, the angels came

and
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and administered unto him, which angels o
were Moses and Elias; but whether there was

any dispute about the body of Moses by
Joshua and the devil, the scriptures are silent

as fo that. Yet without doubt, this satan or

devil denied that Moses had any body, or

took any with him to heaven, but in all Tike-
lihood disputed against it; or, that it was
buried, and might bring a scripture proof for Ixiv46
it too. For that seed not understanding
translating, may call it a burial, but reason
cannot understand that God translaf 1 him
as he did Enoch, by having those elements
of earth and water taken from him, by that
mortal fire, which mortal fire became immor-
tal by the power of God. But this doctrine
1s too sublime to be comprehended by natural
reason, for that nature cannot believe that
there are any bodies in heaven, though the
scriptures mention that Moses and Elias ap- s
peared to Jesus from that blessed place, which war.ix.
is attested by Peter, James, and John who*®
z'' saw them, and knew them, and named

" them. But for all the opposition this devil

L.ade against Christ, yet Christ did not bring
against him any railing accusation, for thatisé.4.
the devil’s seed and nature, and not God’s;
therefore Christ having learned obedience 1n

his mortal state, did not so much as bring an

accusation against him that songht his life,
but

R
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Johavds. hut  1'd, I accuse you not to the Fath - 1t
+ e is one who accuseth you, even Mo
in whom ye trust. For his messengers do
never accuse any man of sin, but gives judg-
ment upon them for their sin, and that fol-
lows in these words of Christ, saying, the
Lord rebuke thee.
Mativil.  Now Christ was that Lord -himself, and this
rebuke took place in his conseience, and he
bei. ¢ .quered went away according as
g, |1 Tt the prince of this world ¢ ncth

30. and hath nothing in me.

Mat. xvii.
18.

CHAP. XL

Lut tiese speak evil of those things which
they know not ; but what they know na-
turally, as brute beasts, in those things
they c...upt themselves.—ver. 10.

T TOSE things, these non-commissioned
preachers and their hearers speak evil

of, are the principles and doctrines of faith,
which always surmount their reason when it
is at the best, but much more when it is be-
sotted with sensuality and is drowned in vo-
luptiousness, and so becomes brutish. But
1 . their reasen be what it will, if it onc: .
S0
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¢ 31y as to become so censorious as to judge v

n things that are of a spiritual nature which
they know not, it becomes an infallible mark
of areprobate, and bring such a plague with
it as hath in it the certain seal of damnation.
Itis said by Paul, the Apostle, that the carnal
man knows not the things that are of God;
and why so? because they are to be spiritually
discerned ; now if he knows them not, yet
doth not desnise them, he is to be piti>|,

"mioy . ceafter «ccae'to be L e tc e

savi.” S hisely b s ifhec- 2te - 5 | n
him to judge « 7 vin -thn _s vhichleko-ws
nothing of, and being convinced he knows
them not; he t° 1 becomes his own judge

I. Cor. i.

and ¢~ ui 2"" -nd so hath the plague
Y T mse m
Oy v rvere on ot s of T L el of
R . R R i . Jer. xviii.
ngs i w, 'ty unlearned 1 en :n the s
' I. Kings

8] Lo T v a < most of the learned men xxii 21.
i reason ave forlid to judge and despise;
b :c.ase they have it not ‘n themselves, hut

b they know nat: rally of t-.zu ] osas
T ot~ b ousts, or as Peter saith, hot t/ 7 - as

1T, Pet. ii.

dbo-te be- v made ‘ol _ g7 - ~d
d=*- 15 they speak ev f tb - "
knc  qot, ' shall utterly in 1!
own corruption. In some 1 17" us itis

rendered t s, as br ‘e e without » Ln,
A |

that is, they know nothing but wh t ™" s
[ kuow
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know by the very guidance of nature, as on’_

having the senses of seeing, touching, and
tasting, but want the use of soher reason, of

angels and men.

There 1s another seed and nature, called
faith, and that makes a man which is called
a new man; the other is the old man or elder
brother; because Cain wasbefore either Abel or
Seth and had this world given him, and rea-
son 1¢ the —~overnor thereof, and fit to -, Hvern;
fi. tis .. _on that learns all arts, sciences,
and trades, raises cities and kingdoms, and
makes laws as well as breaks them.

Now this reason is wisdom, for it discerns
between good and evil, thongh it hath not
power to chuse good or refuse evil; yet it
comprehends all words or languages, whether
they  :spoken - proper or improper, and to
he mighty in disputes (from a strong memory)
about the glorious things of eternity, having
read much of the eternal records of the Pro-
phets or Apostles; but for the real understand-
ing of them, whether there is any such eternal
things or not, it hath no certain knowledge
at all of that, but of thoughts only, as that
it may be true or not, and all for want of an
infallibility, which is the testimony of the
spirit of faith, which is truth itselt; but as
aforesaid, all great wisdom is in the eternal
1" .ble things of this world, and so is only a
judge of things felt, heard, or seen within



70 rPISTLE BY JUDE,

its own orb.  But although it is a wisdom
fit tor the government of this world, yet the
veatest thing is to know how it is to be go-
verned, for 1t is but a creatare and must have
rule to govern and be governed by. Now
this rale which it is to be governed by is the
moral law, and this moral law hath Ged
written in reason’s nature, which is to keep
reason in obedience, being in its own nature
rash and violent, yea earthly, sensual, and
devilish. This moral law being not only a
andle tc enlighten it in its paths, bu o curb
it when it is unruly, so becomes serviceable
and makes it sober ; but more especially when
faith is by this sober reason submitted to, so
{ar as to be handmaid to her mistress of divine
taith; for if Hagar shall wait on her mistress
Sarah, she may become serviceable so far as
to make nse of arguments to illustrate truth
in the balance of its own reason, for the con-
tounding of the serpentine subtility of rash
and disobedient reason; but when Hagar will
not be serviceable and become submissive,

67

then turn her out of doors ; if Ishmael mock Gen. xxi.

the son of the free woman, then turn him out
also, with his mother-in-law.

Again, seeing reason hath the lordship of
this world, it is to exercise himself in piercing
reason in order thereunto, and therefore, he
that hath the greatest share of this perishing

reason

Gal.iv.30.
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rc  m or angelici  wisdom, =hould h e
= 2itest share of govern ..nt, and to su .
t 2 scriptures exhorts, say .ng, I . ye wise, O
kings, and be you lcurned, Oh! ye judges of
the earth; but then it follows, Kiss the sc 1,
!- t he be angry. Now what wic they to be
instructed or learned in, is it in any ot r
book: but the moral and civil law. 11 7;
then were excellent, and it hath a do i 1e

el cyif " .ey have but so much faith i ,
t« + o 2son, thatis, to submittot « .3

far as not to usurp a spivit: J auth .2y or

rogative power over thie scripture, faith,
or con. ience, but to keep themselves « their
own throne, and let God rul. .is throne; th 1,
the_ " nay become nursii. | futhers and que s,

wee & oothrzo s the . o s oo ots this,
1S Y T | G
false priests and people here spcker | i e

not under & o government, but they have
theirrxs . pifie ' ad drowned in volup-

) »an  _ataalloan tloir gormandiz-
. g feasts, a Cioela e o ware with

surfiiting lusts and .antonu.. », . h more
. m' utebesi . Butast'.iw W ts forth
their earthly ple .ures vid «. .cual . . to the
cori. plmg of the 1sel es, so * . ne.:t verse
s:ts forth their dc.cent and devi! *h practic .
ob. th .. utte ver wow. But before I
Cab - 1oy word of Peter . owl o e
suith
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. 1. 1, that they were made to be taken and
slestroyed ; here is the doctrine of reprobation,
which isinculcated by the apostle. Can this

sed -hiver itself? when as it 1s s: *~ to be ‘

made on purpose for destruction, a1 this de-
struction will prove an eternal one, as in the
4h, 5th, 6th, and 7th verses of Jude doth
witness, and Peter witnesseth it likewise, and
so doth Jude again, verses the 11th and 12th,
besides an abundant more places in seripture.
™t N th  fal. prophd 5, L1 e« _ dests
1, 0 Tope and teac 1 otherwise, and

e 1o mteach t! f.once 7 Y a1 ned

Sreoweay el s,

One Doctor Dodwell, a learned Doctor in
Cambridge, preached a very pleasing doc-
trine, and saith, that “those‘sériptures that
speak of God’s stirring up, having for an ex-
example, and making the wicked for the day
of wrath, saith, it is all but temporal punish-
ments, and he further says, that the New
Testamentrepresents these punishmehts asnot
to be prepared for man, but for the devil and
his angels, and he cites the following scrip-
tures, Ephesians, v. 6,—Collosions, iii. 6.—
Romans ix. 22. This punishment, says he,
can be no other but the wrath designed for the
devils, which men are no ways entitled to,
and then headds, saying, that Presbytery and

pthers that refus. to be governed by Bishops
are

69
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are to be treated in no other way than as e -

mies and fellow-rebels with the devil; ar *
upon the 19th of Jude, he saith, the Catholir<
did believe that the soul of man was mortal.
Agam, he saith, there was no hreach of the

Jaw till Moses who made the first law, and

that all that died between Adam and Moses
will lay in the dust eternally, and so have no
immortality ; and would seem to prove it from
Romans c. iv. 15.; when the law was given,
it was not.so absolute regal, (saith he) because
it was in the power of each freewill to exempt
itself from the power of the law; and also he

makes Sodom and Gomorraly’s punishment a

temporal one, and so are never to rise again.
What wicked man is there that will not like
thisdoc* i=~. ButT'll pa: 5 i1 by as aman of
i reat learuimg in Greck. bt nor- in grace.

CHAP. XII

Woe unto them! for they are gone in the way
of Cain, and ran greedily after the error
of Balaam for reward, and perished in
the gainsaying of Core.

HERE is a sad judgment . pronounced
against ‘cclesiastics, which is a national
church ministery; if that church which they
govern be like their teachers, then its like
‘ church
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church like people, being both blind, they
must fall into the ditch. But few of those
will be saved unless they lay down their mi-
nistry before they die, yet several of their
hearers may, as will appear in the next verse.

But these being no other than Baal’s priests,
having their commission from man, being
descended from their grandfather Cain, and
go in his way, but run, and that greedily after
their father Balaam; so much the more, and
by how much the more they apprehend great
ac v u tage by it, such as riches, hdnour, and
pleasure; this is their delight and the wages
they run for. For even the church lands and
livings which Balak gives, as well as lord-
ships, they will not lose one penny of it, be-
cause it is sacred; so the church rights being
in zeal to the good old causes, yet it is said
to be in the way of Cain.

Now the way of Cain is no other than mur-
der and lies, for Cain murdered his brother
Abel that he might have the lordship of the
world in his hands, and when God asked
Cain where his brother was, he answered the
Lord with a lie, saying he knew not, and in
a taunting imperious manner said, Am I my
brother’s keeper.

Now are there any people in the world that
have been more guilty of lics and murder,
than these Baalists and National Priests,

especially
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‘31'dly. And i the fifth century, Anshr,
their English Apostle and Bishop of Canter-
bury, was of the same stamp; he having pre-
ferred a bill against them in Parliament, and
this Austin not having the fear of God before
his eyes, did malicieusly and felomously plot
and contrive the death of 1200 monks of
Bangor, and four substantial witnesses made
oath that he moved the Papan King to do it.

And now Rome having got itself the mo-
ther church, and the Pope supreme head of
it; then the clergy in all countries took this
oath.

‘I, such a one, sware to be true to Saint
Peter and the Holy Father of Rome, and to
the Pope the Holy Father, and to defend it
- rainst all men, and all heretics and schis-
wm- s r Holy Father, I will perscente
1o the utmost of my power. Sohelp me God,
and the Holy Evangelists;” which is as much
as to say; if I do not so, let me be damned.
Oh! horrible wickedness!

But to proceed a little farther, in process
of time 1t came to pass, that two Popes were
chosen at one time by several parties; namely,
Pope Clement and Pope Urbin; the violence
and fury of these two holy Pe :es against
each other occasioned a desperate war between
them, and damnable curses against each other,
wherein many thousands were killed.

’ : ' And
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And in the days of King Henry the IVth,
there were two other Popes in their church at
that time, whereof King Henry wrote to Pope
Gregory, and tells him of 200,000 that were
slain upon the account of him; and to the
other Anti-Pepe fighting in camp for the title
of the Bishoprie, telling him he ought to be
grieved for the same, and desiring him rather
to decline the honour of the Apostolie See,
than suffer sueh horrible bloodshed.

But«n :: ry more brings us il to the

+ cof God’s putting it v .ot nc 5ef
Princes to hate tus scarlet whore, whose
bloodshed and cruelties were so great in the
year 1500.

Pope Leo the Xth and lns Cardmai fell
out, which occasioned another b :ody war
between them, when the Pope rai: -1 40,000
men, most of them under his own pay, and
these Priests, Bishops, and Clergy heading
that army, they joined in battle, and there
has not been seen in all Ttaly a battle more
furious and dreadful; for it is said, that on
both sides were slain 25,000 souls. This battle
made mightily for the second anti-chuarch,
the Protestant one of Europe; the angels
thereof then sounding the trumpe!: of their
ministry, as Luther, Swinglers, : 1 others of
great power.

CHAP.
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CHAP XIIL
The R’ : of the Protestunt Church.

THIS Episcopal or Protestant Church, so
call~d from their protesting against t*
Popish § 3¢ "~ 1, to t : subst ce of
o D,th  .wa one: dt e
so th .if ¢ 18 .rue, the otl *r is true, and 1if
one is fal , the otheris false likewise; for the
essentic  of their faith are one and the same,
so that most of the differences between them

lay in ¢ roamc vices and ceremonic
Nev % =.-v pro_ss - -~ablish ‘he .-
v st oL ts L Tt
lld ;rati‘y the magisirates fo- assisting
them with th t glor ous title of making them
"ie su_ :me "wd of the church, instead of
thes {0 7 r, the I'ope; thinking themselves
fitter ° rule than he, he being as they thoug ..

blind wi.) age

N¢ e younger bre .en or children
making e magistrate the sup. e head of
the churel , th.. . . e upon this, hayiig be.a
soprii..r 'den, L 2th _ould shake him
off, was resolved to make the younger brc Ler -
the better man, and Martin must now be
preferred

‘l"'.



T Py L, BY JUT T

prefiorcd before Peter, and will mstall F° »-

If in Peter’s place; so their bishopssh: ™ be

great as the Popish bishops, and appoint
them the szme consecration and ordination.
Ifor here, in England, all the Bishops are
subject to the Archbishop of Canterbury, he
being the Pope of England, anc all other
Bisliops take the oath of canonical obedience
to him, and he is as his father the Papist was,
made the first P’eer of the Re - n, n:.«t to the

Svad T lys oo b 27T Kk, atho
title of Grace, and as the = - Bishops are
stiled the RI_Tit “eve nd, "1e A "b 7 ops
are stiled the Most Reverend, and the inferior
Clergy Reverend.

Agam, after a Protestant Bishop is conse-
crated, he 1s brought into the King’s or
Queen’s presence to do homage for his tem-
porality or barony, and he compounds for his
first year’s profit or wages for his ministry ;
and though this is the very same ' rages as
the Papists, yet the Payists ¢ "1 then “e
T " shops of another world; and are very: 7y

wilh the n,and t* re issc 1ereaso: r . oo

That the Protestant who is the younger son;
shoul' be so vicious a1 o ~ st, as Ht only
to usurp  ‘hority over their { "her’s estate,
but to depose .ieir elder "ro.  and . ‘ze his
es le, both house an 1 1; and ;o tto e
oudent as to s y, God hat ' iven it th. m.

' Did

L.

7
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Did not that brother run greedily to ;| .« *
estate, " 1t this brother as greedy in
sti1 ing t get itagain. Is not this robbing
Peter to pay Paul, or clothe Martin, one bro-
ther, and rob another; being both of them
brethren in iniquity, and no iniquity is like
the clergy’s, and no craft is like priestcraft.
Be angry with me on both sides if you can,
for all the world have reason to be any with
you, who have robbed them and cheated
them of a great part of their estates, as will
se - n hereafter.

I ¢ ‘:hold the actions of this new church,
in order to the raising of 1itself.

b -, X1V.

T hath been first shown, that e found: -
tion of the Romish Church was laid m
blood, and if we mind the actions of the Pro-
test it € 'reh, we shall find that it was
founded in blood likewise; for when this
chur ‘hexii ted itself from Rome, and shook
off its ceremonies, 1t did not shake off the
sword of steel, but took that sword with them
that had been Dbathed in the bloc  of many,
but having st - ~*hed it for a while; but when
1 _, saw that they had got power, then they
] - 0 their armour and drew these sworc.
' and
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and would sheath them in the blood of their
brethren that opposed them.

Now we are to mind, that that religion
which puts on armour and fights with the
sword of steel, never acknowléedges God by
his testament or titles, nor knows nothing of
angelical divine love, or gospel patience.

But this carnal or Protestant Church mn
Germany, having got the King of Bohemia,
on their side, and some other Princes, took
up arms as aforesaid, and the time being
come to fulfil the scriptures  fGod' | 7
it i their hearts to do I'i: will, in hating the
whore and making her desolate, the time of
her wickedness being at the full. These
Princes raised an army which was commanded
by one Zisco, and having obtained certain
churches of kings, wherein they -might freely
preach, they told the people that the Pope
was an anti-christ, and that John Huss and
Jeremiah Prague were the two last witnesses.
This doctrine so exasperated the people as to
firht valiantly, and suppressed many mona-
tteries, and drew away the Popish priests and
n nlsout of them.

Ay Zasco having got a great number of
men of war took several garrii s, and the
Emperor, by tl e Pope’s perss  “ons, sent an
army against them o’ 15,0 }1; but the Pro-
(estants overcame them, and took the cityof

Campton
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t mnptot _ fo. e, and burnt all the P. "
Priests there.

£ 4 co fought a third battle and got
the vic ory,: - slew 9000 Pap’:ts. He agai.
fought a foo -~ \ battle, and slc » 3000, and

- put therest ~ " rht.

In * e, he fought nine battles, and o1 --

~ca weinall; tl ni’isco "ied, and they chosed
- another General; the 1 the I. pe and the Em-
. peror came with a second .supply of 80,000

1 1; but the Protestants overcame them also,

~ after which they came to a treaty of peace;

but tl : Turks coming against the Emperor,
besieged Vienna with an army of 200,000,

~the Protestants Joining with the Papists they

o un da great v1ct0r_), where 80,000 of the
1 r w slain. T ‘Proi. a- 1 a
o aft -~ ~ :toln their - r " °p
€s « slished by kings and queens; and the
magistrates and ministers joined tog :the. in
t' . hurch, to be judges of heresy as the

Cope . did; ws Bisk ) Jewel, in Queen Eli-

zab W cignseoo,. () - sent. o Dherewc:
i3 .ar o athers o 1 formoa time:; 27

~ papists were taken in a meeting d

so1 ~d and bore to the faggots at Paul’s CL0<~

. another time one man and ten v
were condem: 2d and «_sht b~ ushed, 1
com nd was -iven out for their I~ " | i
S1 “thfield, In {"ie 23rd year of her " m,
it
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it was enacted treason to draw any one from
the faith and worship then established.

Bat, it is not proper to bring this history
of their cruelty lower down or too near the
present time, least following truth too near
the heels, a man may have his teeth knocked
out, as saith Sir Walter Raleigh, in his epis-
tle to the History of the World.

CHAP. XV.

Run, and that greedily, after the error of
Balaam for reward.

HERE are many great errors in a false
ministry, but these are counted neither
errors nor novelty, for every man loves gain,
and gain is accounted godliness, and the na-
tional ministry were never more godly than
gainful ; for there is but a wish and a would
wpon godliness; as Balaam for a righteous
death, and all the Baalists are the same. But

there is a must upon riches by that genera-

tion, as I would be godly, but I must be rich;
I must be honorable, I must take my plea-
sure, I must and I will if I can be a compa-
nion for princes, and will honour them, and
sew pillows under their elbows; I will give

L them
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them ease and respect, and will have t
persons 1~ '_iration Lk eruse of advai

I must and will have my dues, the church
hath given it me, it is my right, and I must
and I will have that right and maintain it;
that my suceessor is not wronged; not that 1
care so much for my successor, but 1t i1s my
own interest which I principally aim at.

Here lies the spirit, the life. the religion of
Baal’s priests, and honour is the high price of
the call of man unto this ministry.

These are the men that the prophets and
apostles and witnesses of the spirit call greedy
dogs, that can never have enough. These
snarle at a man that will stand in his way,
(when he is upon his ran) to hinder him from
a lar;;e living, for his minny nonnies.

» a. these preachers are rarely provided
for, whether they are Romish, Episcopal, or
Presbytery, for these three are the only coun-
tenanced churches in Europe.

But of these three, the Papists have the
most plentiful endowments and rewards,
wher¢ they have power of government, inso-
much that the History of England mentions,
that the Friars, Abbots, and Moiks had got
in their hands, in the reign of King Henry
the VIIIth, a third part of their lands.

The Pope’s chureh in Italy is now of that
evtent, that it reaches from sea to sea, being

N 1
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‘m. b red miles i breadth, and three D Ber,

aundred miles long.  There are reckoned to 2 Soome:
he oi . ‘onks and Friars in Italy, I'rance, 4
Germany, and Spain, no less than 1,000,000,

all of which dependsupon the Pope’s anthority.

Every convent or monactery being a garrison

to defend the Pone, wmich is so rich and of

such power, as that he is able to raise twenty
thousand foot, and two thousand horse in less

than a mc ith.

These are the waters that the whore sits on,

ad as to vie otler el vgy, their tythes and
references are reckoned i France, to be twelve
huidred thousand pounds, and that they
possess seven parts in twelve, besides all their
{ Jing rents, of offerings, burials, and v
o res. There being in that kingdom alone,
13 Archbishops, 104 Bishops, 1450 Abbets,
550 Arc! ~iors, 567 Nunneries, 700 Convents
o I'riars, and the Popish Priests are 130,000
ta .ing in all inferior orders, and though the
nar shes are but 27,400, yet there are reckoned
15,000,000 of people in France, whereof the
clergy do make 3,000,000, which is a fifth
Jart of the whole.

In Spain, are eleven Archbishops and 52
"ishops.  Dr. Burnet, bishop of Salisbury v
saith, that the Hospitals of Naples amounts
9 ~ae huidred thovsand pounds, and that
tl : p' te of 1. € chure. s in Naples amounts

to
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to two millions of pounds, and that theve are
several pieces of plate said to be worth two
thousand five hundred pounds, which is all
dead and useless, saith the Doctor.

Now all these riches, honour, and glory,
hath been got by this race of running, and
there will never want race-men so long as the
wages will be given.

Now these three churches of Papists, Epis-
copal, and Presbytery, must share it amongst
thim, unless the magistracy will cast oft all
their ministry and make use of it themselves,
which can hardly be done because the magis-
tracy will have one ministry or other, as long
as the world doth last; and there is a neces-
sity there should be a public ministry, a weil
as a public magi: -acy.

CHAP. XVI.
And perish in the gainsaying of Core.

HIS €' re and Mc' s were brother’s chil-
dren, Core was of the tribe of Levi, who
of course were to officiate in the Priest’s office,
for which they had the tenth of the people’s
goods allowed them.
. '>w his employment was not to come near
th - ltar, for that did belong to the hy 2 P> %,
bt
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but they were to attend m the sanctuary, in
praying and offering sacrifice. These called
in Dathan and Abiram to oppo: " Moses, and
would have supplanted him in hir Pries**1od,
and have assumed to themselves both civil
and ecclesiastic government, ‘wnich was pe-
culiar to Moses and Aaron; just like the
Presbytery by the Ipiscopacy, hating to be
inferior to them. For pride and ambition
runs in a line, and acts according as Core did,
and so falls with them, for presumning to take
upon them the office of a minister of the
gospel without a commission from heaven;
so through pride would be the companions
of princes, and men of consequence and re-
nov , as Coic \, Dathan, and Abiram were,
being men renowned for wealth and wisdom,
and men of great presence. Core, being a
Levite, and so apt to teach, the other two
were statesmnen, which made the conspiracy
greater; therefore, said one, Woe to the wick-
ed, {(meaning Coran), and Woe to his neigh-
hours, as Dathan and Abiram; these came to
¢ ‘ritual vickedness together; and would be
offering rtrange fire to the Lord: such are
all national ministry’s, whether public or
private. What is all their worship and offer-
ings but strange fire, for not one of them are
of God, but all are "< hters against the true
-~ ustry, and against such as cannot

dow ..

£5
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down and worship m their vain-gloriou. -
nagogues, all these are include t with Cor.”
Dathan, and Abiram, as they comnmitt. d spi-
ritual wickedness together.

CHAP. XVII.

These are spots in your feasts of charily,
when they feast with you. *cedirg them-
selves without fear : clouds they are with-
out water, carried about of winds; trees
whose fruit withereth, without ﬁ'uii, twice
dead, plucked up by the roots, verse 12.
Raging waves of the sea, foaming out
their shame ; 1 andering stars, to whom
18 reserved the blackness of darknes; for
cver.—verse 13.

VI‘HOSE who run so gree ly after the error

- of Lalaamn for reward, are the persons
that are here called spots in their feasts of
charity. They are the ministers and teachers
of the people, though spotted and spurious,
yet they are not spotted alone, but tue people
walking in the same uvngodly way, are in-
cluded with their teachers. The s o s and
corruptions of these teachers are suc , as by
v eiractionsandf~ .y ee 7 7 ed

by
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by a judicious eye, that they are not the mi=
. sters of God, but quite contrary. For in
their first exercise of sacred things, they are
said to be fed without fear, even at such a
time as they are feasting with the elect of
God. ,

Secondly, they are called empty clouds,
and have no refreshing drops of water to com-
fort God’s elect, who are starved under them.

Thirdly, they are not only called trees,
which are not enly dead, but twice dead and
plucked up by the roots.

Tourthly, they are not as troubled waters
only casting up mire and dirt; butas raging
waves of the sea, foaming out their own ha-
tred, envy, and malice, when crost, which is
their shame.

Fifthly, they are not only stars, but wan-
dering stars from place to place, from duty
to duty; but they give so dark a light that
neither themselves nor others can see which
way to walk. But of each of these in their
place and order.

Sixthly, they are reserved to punishment.

First, the Apostle Jude intimates very
plainly to us, that the elect seed were to be
captivated under a false ministry; for the ad-
ministrators and the administrations were to
cease together, wheu they had finished their
testimony, ana done what was appointed

them;
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them; having the outward court of th-  nip-
tures, and the exterr |l worship given the
by stealth, toc posses~ion of them, and the
elect of God were elected to be captivated
under them, and to submit to their worship, be-
lieving that thelearned men of the world, (the
Priests) ha' * power successively to set up gos-
[ 1 ordinances or visible ordinances to please
C'5d. But for such whose consciences were
very tenderand could not submit, being (by the
gr -+ > God) more enlightened, srich were to
be trodden under foot, persecuied, and put to
death. But for the others who were kept in
blindness and darkness, so as to bhelieve that
these men had the power of wisdom to inter-
pret scriptures, and to teach them how to
worship God ; also these Priests told them,
t. <God hi .av. .. aiurchand ev.r vould
have, which was a national ministry, set up
in imitation of the Apostles doctrine and
practice.

For these feasts of charity was a formal
worship, and was annexed to the Lord’s Sup-
per, and these established ministers practised
it, and liked such love feasts for voluptuous-
ness sake, being as Paul said,  belly Gods.”
But these Priests instead of feeding their
sheep, they were fed by them, under the law
spoken of by Ezekiel, saying, Woe to the
shepherds who feed themselves instc 1 of

their
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the. theep, and clothe themselves with their
wool; i _d the sheep bec > meat to all the
beasts of the field, and were scattered b > use
there was no shepherd; it bec: e a dark
day, and my sheep must eat that which
my shepherds have fouled and spoiled with
their feet, but T will judge between « .le
nd cattle, and between the sheep and the
goats. '
Thus, it was by these Priests, and .der
them in the time of the 1. ., th. > ot being
Pre,. _tsunderevery: :toinstri _v. 1 _ cct;
~d 't was so after _he Apo: s tune, fter
the false Priests had got i the chair.—
1. 1 the sheep or lambs of Christ were forced
to eat that which they had trampled with
their feet, and took their own imaginations
for revelations; yet these " moc. it lambs
being charitable, were free to believe them
w o little deserved it; in that they fed so
greedily, as the carnal Israelites did on the
manna; never fearing the wrath of God, from
. e consequences of their rioting, thouzh
iey were to be taken and dc royed, { _ver-
ing themselves that God wc 1ld not mn
man for momentary pleasures whi * (hey
could not avoid. But some may say here,
Are the elect ught who are under a false
minmstry © and of what use is that ministry to
them?
M Answer.

89
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F Answer. God teaches the elect by the ir .
spiration of his most holy spirit, where ~
commissioned messengers are not, by which
they are preserved from the hreach of the law,
and preserved in inocency of life; though

¢ theymay know no ether but that Jesus Christ
is the son of God. But love, charity, and obe-
dience, (so far as they know by the invisible
motions of the spirit), are sufficient for their
salvation, without a necessity of submission
to an external worship.

H But then, if it be queried, saying, muast we
have no public ministry? if so, are we not
worse than the Turks or Heathens?

H To this I answer. That we are better than
Tu-ks or Heathens in a non-commissior -~
m- ‘s 7 7 Cod, w"v? Because they hold
t..  otrep pl, tl eletter of the: criptures,
and the necessity of obedience to the moral
and civil laws; and this is of great use and
necessity to the seed of reason.

iiecondly. It is also of great use to the

i, elect of God who are congregated amongst

aMinister them, and becomes a means sometimes to be

delivered from them; as when the elect vessel

hearing a national preacher read and recite

the scriptures, he is convinced of the truth

of them. Now what doth he is such a case?

Why traly, he justifies the ministry of the
.“vophets and Apostles, (as ~aith the last wi

v c.‘)
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ness) and sits down in peace of his own mind,
.1d he becomes wiser than his teacher, by
sceing him dark in spiritual things, so hears
hima o moré, but pityeth him. Such is the
condition of all that are taught by the spirit.

Again, it may be doubted by some, whe-
ther all the elect living in these days, are
appointed to believe in this commission of the
spirit; or shall not their innocency of life save
them now, as well as when there was no true
ministry. Answer,—there is none of the seed
of faith now living, if they hear the report of
the doctrine of this last commission of the
spirit, but they will believe the same; al-
though the other seed, which is the seed of
reason canmnot believe it. But for such as
have not heard of it, but die in the innocency
thereof, their innocency of life will save them;
but they canuot be so happy; because, they
want the assurance of life eternal, which a true
commission gives them

CHAP. XVIIL

Secondly, these Preachers are called clouds

without waters, being carried about with
winds.

(LOUDS without water are they, which
are without the water of life running in
the

N



Dated
July 20th,
1679,

K

L

M

A PRACTICAL DISCOURSE UPON

the veins of faith. the :loud being a confi -1
clc , ab re opinior, empty of all spiritnal
refreshment.  Petor calls them wells without
water ; yet these wells or clouds have waters
in them, but not the waters of life; as the
last witness in a letter to me writes, saying
thus, that the reprobate seed in the fallen-
angel, hath a well of water in them, ar ' this
wi 'l ¢ "water is dug in them by false teachers
ory . tatem o e wilt doth ot s
-7 ea ot watersof ¢ ath  lith
is unbelief, a troubled mind, - wound: " con-
science, and the fear of eternal death.

But on the contrary, there is a well of living
water in every true believer, and God’s mes-
sengers did dig this well.  In that faith con.e<
b v -ty =~ f God mreached, bat
F..ocm btz pree h except heissert. This
water is always sprin-jing up with revelatiin
of heavenly wisdom, peace of conscience, and
joy in the Holy Ghost, with the assurance of
eternal life. It is a great benefit and blessing
living under a true ministry chosen and sent
of God. Thivdly, Juce ca' . them false
teachers without fruit, that is, without good
fi ... ~u:1.eof know]clgesimce it L -onght
forth ¢.1, it has lost good and remains evil
continually. TFor a corrupt tree will bring
forth corrupt fruit, though it may flouris
o ‘vardly, and appear beautifully gre> , and

adorned
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adorned with leaves, yet bears no fruit, as
the fig tree which was cursed by our blessed
saviour, and these trees spoken of by Jude
and Peter were cursed likewise, and their
leaves of goodly words, and fruits of legal
righteousness were withered and decayed ;
not being like the leaves of the tree of life.

93

L. M. on

For those were medicinal and healed na- Rev.c. xi.

tions, being the doctrine of faith and love in
a form of sound words, having spirit and life
in them, delivered by the twelve apos’ s,
who were those twelve manner of 1 uits, pro-
ceeding from the tree of 7.,

But the doctrine of these false teachiers did
yield no fruit of godliness. But the curse
having taken hold of them, they withered
and died ; and were notonly dead, but twice
dead; plucked up by the roots. They were
first dead in trespasses and sins, though after-
wards they pretended redemption from those
sins, by Christ shedding of his blood for them;
~ but their turning the grace of God nto las-
civiousness and denying the Lord Jesus Christ
to be the only Lord God, they broug - upon
themselves another death sealed up in it; and
it could be no otherwise, in that the ground
of their hearts brought no other fruit, but
pricking thorns and bri rs; so were to be

plucked up by 1 ts  fuel for eternal

burning, under a second death or dying 1'"
lways dying but never dead.

page 51.
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CHAP XIX.
OURTIHLY, they are not only as troubled

waters casting up mire and dirt, but as
raging waves of the seas, foaming out their
shame of hatred, malice, and envy; having
ownr "L mdst. 7 oy, _ns;sothataman
m- s p he re ;i z waves of the
seas, as to divert their wrath when it is once
kindled, this I know by experience; but I
shall pass it by, and treat of their denomina-
- tion, called, wandering stars.

£xo.xiv.  INow these ministers are called stars, being
Peoe s~ fixed in Lt heavenly orb of divine faith,
13 v+~ h should stand still in the mind, and
behold the salvation of God in themselves,

from whence revelation doth arise and flow.
But the ministers of all the seven churches
of Asia, what are they? but wandering stars
and false vapours, (like will-with-a-wisp) or
a going fire, leading men out of the way of
all true knowledge, and so they wander from
duty to duty, from scripture to scripture,
from father to fathers, as Eusebius, Socrates,
Athanasius, Augustin, St. Jerome, St. Hierom,
and St. Chrysostom, with abundance of more
made saints; from all these they seek straw
‘ and

N
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and stubble to make full tale of bricks te
build with. Likewise the Heathen Philoso-
phers must put in their helping hands, and
no right ministers or light stars, without they
have read Aristotle, Plato, Tully, Homer,
Plutarch, Pliny, Pythagoras, and Senica,
with many more. Then from all these their
work is framed, and a text from scripture is
taken and divided into several parts or heads,
and several doctrines raised with reasons and
uses, 50 many, as that every made saint, phi-
losopher or heathen writer must contribute to
the building or making up of this babble;
and the greatest scholars that have Aristotle,
Cicero, and Plato in their heads are very sots;
and a church that must be conduocted by
such shall always be learning, but never come
to the knowledge of the truth. So that all
these wandering stars are no less than spi-
ritual vagabonds, adjuring by Jesus whom
Paul preached; as if they were Paul and
Peter themselves, yet understood not what
the apostles Jesus is or was, no more than
those vagabond sons of Scava did, who were
the chief Priests.

These seven sons of Scava are a type of the
stars or angels of the seven churches of Eu-
rone, and that prophecy of Isaiah, chapter
«l. verse 15th, of destroying the tongue of
the “"~vptian sea in 'l its seven streams, as

my
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my 1.ith hath extc .ded itself to the. . ti
called the se. nd .me, (verse 11th) w 1 ch
hand  itreco.:.. the remnant of his people
is no other but Israel’s Rede_ _er, even Christ
Jesus, who was in chapter _.h and 6th verse,
ca ed the everlasting Father, and Almighty
God, (that is) he should be so called by this
p third and last commission of the spirit, which
will destroy the tongue of the Egyptian sea;
asmy « hisin: .. words.
Si  .ly, these wande. & . tars are said to
P be reserved to the blackness of darkness for
ever. 'This will be the state of these wan-
dering stars and to all their adherents, when
this black day comes they will wander no
more, which will be at the end of the world,
when God doth e he iead, and the elect
are ascended; then will a flood of fire be
poured down to burn up all the glory and
beauty of this world to ashes and sand ; but
.1l no . be 8o favorable as to burn the wicked
reprobate; when all is burned, then will the
'sun, moon, and stars, which are the natural
lights of heaven, go out like the snuff of a
candle, never to give their lights any more.
Then as the commission of the spint says,
Reeves's Will their bodies which they so pampered,

. Joyful

newsfrom and made their kingdom of heaven, then be-
Hewrel come their kingdom of hell, and those proud
spirits their devil shut up close pi.woners,

souls
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¢ > and bodies without motioning the least

Exo. xi.

comfort, to give them any ease at all in this g5
" ce of darkness, of which, the three days 2

and three nights darkness in Egypt was ajii-¢-

type; in which darkness they shall hear one 2!

another’s doleful cries, and cursed blasphe-

mies, but shall never see -~ = another’s dr-- 1-

ful faces; neither can they stir from the place

of their resurrection ; having bodies as heavy

"~ as lead and as black as »itch. But ro me-e

of th'; here, for the world - -+ not bear to hear

the report of it, althoug” they: ist1 - the

punishment. For this is the testimony of

all the three commissions.

CHAP. XX.

And Enoch also the seventh from Adam, pro-
phesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord
cometh with ten thousand of his saints, to
execute judgment upon all, and to convince
all that are ungodly among them, of all
their ungodly deeds, which they have un-
godly committed, and of all their hard
speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken
against him—ver. 14 and 15.

FEVH CSE are murmurers ¢ 1 complti v, verse 1.
walking aft>r = -own b ts; oo their
mouths speak. "1 v ot elling w vl 1 v-
N : ing
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1st Obser-
vation
R

)
2d Obser-
vation.

A PRACTIC L . "iSUT N

Ing men’s persons in admiration, because
advanta_e.

Mind  re, and oL. 20 /e, how the Apostle
brings in Enoch as a witness to this; and of
the judgment and condemnation of the repro-
bate seed, of which, these wandering s*rs are
part of; the whole of which prophecies of
Enoch gave to our forefathers of Adam’s seed
and nature, some knowledge of a “ay of judg-
ment «..d  aden,  ion of mgodly men, and
tl .. red . traditionally fro T
to Noah, and from thence to Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob, and so down to Moses. So thatGod
hath not left himself without a witness, of the
sin and judgment of that seed, which at the
end of the world, will be inflicted upon them,
as also to e1 ourage the elect with faith and
patience to wait their time of their own de-
liverance.

But part of this reprobate unbelieving seed
are angry, and greatly displeased at this epis-
tle by Jude, and say, it was never written by
him, but count it Apocrypha, saying, we
have no scripture of Enocl’s writing, neither
say they, have we any account of that dispute
between Michael and the devil about thebody
of Moses, which Jude here speaks of.

And why are they so much against *is
Epistle by Jude? why because God’s prero-
i, ve power in his condemnation of the r.

prebate
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probate seed; and that Christ Jesus is that
God, and the only and alone saviour of all
that shall be saved; and that there should
be two seeds, the one elected to eternal life,
the other reprobated to eternal death.
Again, mind and observe thus much, that

99

T
3rd Obser-

though we have not Enoch’s prophecies on vation,

rccmd, yet it 15 certain that there were such
prophecies on record, but whether they werein
books or in parchments it is not certain; but
they might be brought down trau.tionally
from father to son. Jor Enoch being the
seventh from Adam, all the heads of these
six familic s were alive in the days of his pro-
phecies ; for Enoch was born about the 622nd
year of the world, and Adam living 930 years,
so that Adam lived till the 308th yc.:u' of
~ocl’s life; so that Adam received _reat
:?.)eneﬁt and comfort, (so did all the spiritual
seed) by Enocl’s prophecies, as being the
priest of God; and all were taught by him.
For all the generations following Enech, they
tanght it to their children traditionally, and
this was as effectual as if they had been in
books. For Methusalem was Enoch’s son,
and he lived through many generations, even
within one year of the flood, which came
down successiv 7 to Noah, which was 1600
years from thence to Abraham, Isaac, and
“acol*. and so until Moses; then came forth
a
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a written law, and Moses wrote of Enoc'
otherwise, how could he have known thut
T ~~vw Vid . th ¢, and how God took
him up to he ven, tl - residcace of his glory.

In a word, Methusalem, Enoch’s son, lived
many hundred years with Adam:ar 7 Shem,
and Noah’s son lived long with Methusal m,
and Isaac lived fifty years with Shem; so
that those three men, from the beginning of
the w 11 until Mos« *. £“ 7 th year, was
lorger t* - the birth - *~ “*hrist to these our
¢ .ys.

Moreover, the prophecies of Enoch con-
cerning the coming of God in the flesh for
the salvation of the elect seed of Adam, and
the day of Judglnent and condemnation of
th- - d " < rpent, called the sons and
dau"‘hters of Belial; were very well known
to the twelve Patriarchs, who were the sons
of Jacob, as doth appear in their last Will and

. T..tament to their chlldren which prophecxes

we from Enoch; as was said by them in
several plac 2, and of several of their tes'i-
monies, I shall only recite thes following.
First, God shall hi self raise unio you my
childron, the light of the righteous, saith
Zebulon; he shall redeem the seed of Adam
from bon< ige of Belial, and yon shall see
G 1 in the shape 0. man.
x4, Simeon, God shall take a hody
upon
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wpon him, eating and drinking with man,
“hall save man.

Third, God hath chosen Judah to be a king
of all people; therefore worship you his seed
said Reuben, for he shall die for you, and
reign with you, world without end.

Fourth, I saw, that out of Judah was born
a virgin, having a white silken robe, and out
of her came forth the Immaculate Lamb, in
him joined the angels and men, said Joseph
to his children.

Fitth, the Holy One of Israel shall reign
over you my children, (said Dan) i holiness
and poverty, and he that believeth in him,
shall certainly reign with him in heaven.

Sixth, by faith shall help and welfare spring
up unto Israel, (said Nepthalim) and in him
shall Jacob be blessed.

§..venth, God shall appear amongst men
upon the earth to save the flock of Israel, said
Isachar.

Eighth, you my children (said Asher)shall
be dispersed and despised by reason of your
sin, until the Highest doth visit the earth,
eati » and drinkn _ as .an with man, and
breaking the serpent’s head in pieces, w’. 10ut
noise; he shall save Israel by wfer, being
God hidd: i ., sk 1 the . wiour come.

Ninth, my son, understand i’ at the Lord

hall execute judgment upon the childr:n
' men

101
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men because of thd " unbelief; even when the
stones shall cleave «. ander; the sun shall

ar. “pand © o fares troubled at the

invisible spirit and: spoiling of hell, in the

p«~ ion of the Ilighest, sai' Levi.

Tenth, the Lo-d sh: 7™ t we +« Ningdom

n him, d as many as believe in him at

the latter time, shall rise again to glory, and

the others to shame.

CHAP XXIL

HESE are the testimonies of Jacobl’s so1is,
and so it ~ras with Jacob their father,

and xo0 Cown to T, and soto Ad 1, and
so all the father’s aud their child . from
Enoch, were educated 1n the faith of € 'od,
and his becoming flesh, and of a resurrection,
and of a day of judgment to the two seeds,
the one saw, the - thua ¢ ecuted. Now as to
their execution, I need not treat of it here,
having spoken of the nature and pu..ishment
of the reprobate’s torment . *.1 th~ last chapter.
Now, in the 15th verse, the Ay stle point-
ing his discourse and doctrine of this false
ministry, » ~"ing further discovery of their
wicked actions; as first, calling them mur-
__arers and complainers; secondly, walking
after
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after their own lusts; thirdly, they speak
great swelling words; fourthly, they are full
of hypocrisy and dissimulation, gaining to
themselves honor and riches.

First, as to their murmering and complain-
ing, it is-against such as stand in the way of
their preferment, or to such as reprove them
for their lustful practices; to which their na-
ture’s are prone.

Secondly, their great swelling words ef
blasphemy and reproach against any that
they think hinders them in any way from
promotion, or shall gainsay their doctrine,
calling them leretics, and their words and
and principles of the devil ; then comes their
great swelling words of hatred, wrath, ma-
lice, and envy; so that these four spirits
of envy, wrath, hatred, and malice, are the
spawn of the devil.

These are the same spirits which John calls
evil birds, caged up in the own bellies, and
there sealed to eternal torments. For their
worms will never die, and the fire which is
blown up by the law, will never go out in a
blasphemer of the Holy Ghost.

Thirdly, their own lusts are their own hea-

103

Jam. i. 11.

vens; this is the third time that the Apostle How. xiti.
hath charged all sin and evil upon man’s own Job-ii 15.

lust. What is that tl. », but the devil?fgf‘

. Ixxxi

. . . Rom. i. 24
therefore, if a man will but resist lust, he Ezeiii. 2t

then
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Acts.xiv- the 1 do "o resist the d- il ; as one of Ja 'y
Epe.xxiii ; ms » 7, Kill 7 :-" vil ' 7 your good worl ,

Remark.

Remark.

nd Hy oot 10 ;-7 evilk Again, their
wrath and malice is age ‘nst all that oppose
their doctrine, or that ' rwa, make a stand
against their h rand pro.” » °  Soon
t > other 1ad, by their subtilty they = -
nuate themselves into the company "g..at
men; such as rule and govern the hurch « 11
stal , 1 o let . ge* rom . 1; and there-
-, ety they Yver s 0 s in
Aration, b:cause of advantage.

No beast is so sub “e as the serpent. No
man so cunning and deceitful as the devil.
And no devil, since the prince of devils be-
came flesh, shall, or can out do priestcraft.

The old tre " ition renders it thus, having
i 1 in reveren ; who are more reverenced
than the rich and honorable, especially :uch
as sit in the stern of government.

So tl “sis a national ministry, and the chief
gover. s of the church and state is their own

devotee. And w t is all this fo~. 1s it not

co-h.zcr and 1.ches, and to be the compa-
nions of princes, to sit at their table , to swell
and to tell old fables. Now to these they
eoucrand cringe, they bow and bend as if
*hey were God Almighty; giving them flat-
tering titles, as patrons of piety, with a Gc |
" less his worship, his honor, or his lord: ip,
. &e.
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The divines, said Burton, in his book of
melancholy, who reckoned himself a divine
also, if he is a rich man he is only a devotee,
and if he is rich no matter how he got it. Oh'!
lie is an honest man. Oh! his child isa
golden child, let him be ever so ordinary.

* And if at a feast he drinks healths, says, I
have not drank up my cup, yea, says this
Priest, you have drank like a Prince, as if
Princes were the only drinkers; but it is flat-
try ¢ ad i teraft which — iisor 5 most great
men of this world. Now how 1 !se an” _ -
trary are these false Apostle-, comparel to
the true and blessed Apostles; for Paul said
to the saints, that they never used flatterin ;
words as a cloak of covetousness, neither did
they seek glory from man.

But these time serving men will be angry
at su. 1 as take Paul’s side agaimst them ; so
I will pass on, to make observations on the
next three verses, and then I have done with
them, and so hath the Apostle Jude likewise.

Thes. ii. 5.

0 CHAP.
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CHAP. XXII1

- Beloved, remember ye the words which were

before spoken of the Apostles of our Lord
Jesus Christ ; How that they told you, that
there should be mockers in the lust tvmes,
who s° dd walk at. ~ their own -~ godly
> os—"T. .: be : >y who sep. led!
selves, sensual, not having the spirit.—ver.
17, 18, and 19.

T‘HE Apostle being now come to a con-

clusion in his large description of this
false ministry, turns his discourse to the elect,
the beloved of God, exhorting them to call to
mind the doctrine of his fellow-apostles, as
well as his; as Peter, Paul, and John who
had also foretold the coming of these false
priests in the latter times, whom they call
mockers and makers of sects, as the old trans-
lation hath it; and now these last times
reacheth up to these days, and the elect of
God in these days are part of that beloved
seed, that are now to mind the words of the
Apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ, it being
written for your understandings; on whom
the ends of the world is coming, and the spirit

18
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is coming with it, as John, Jude, Peter, and
Paul Lath declared, which doth discover and
make appear who these mockers and makers
of sects or churches are.

For we know that there hath been mockers
in all ages and times, who were ever ready to
ridicule the godly, as Ishimael mocked his bro-
ther Isaac, it is probable, he called him 'the
son of promise, in scorn, as the Scribes and
Pharisces mocked our blessed Saviour, m
scorn of his word and doctrine.

But this mocking that was to be in the last
days was higher; for though they did not
only pretend to be christians, but teachers of
christians as ministers of Christ, and yet did
mock at christianity itself in its prophecied
innocency, and not only so, but the ungodly
lusts of some of these sects, led them to be-
lieve that there would be no resurrection or
“day of judgment. But more of this hereafter.

The Apostle saith, that they separate them-
selves; it is troe, the elect were required to
separate themselves from idolatry and false
worship; but not from their company, for then
they must have gone out of the world, for
they were every where.

But these sects or separates here spoken of,
do make a division amongst themselves; for
though they have all one God, yet they wor-
ship him several ways, according to their
imaginary sensual spirit, they not having the

107
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"spirit of truth, througl: which they divide

them: lves into . »veral churches, and cry,
Lot aer s Chr.“, and there 1s Christ.

But the elect are forewarned of them, for
theyare found to be but anti-churches, though
in imitation of the -even true churches of
Asia, and these anti-angels were foreseen of
John, when he said, that in the days of the
voice of the seventh angel, when he should
bc_‘n” n 7 the mystery of God should
be finished; but the seven true angels of
the churches of Asia, sounded forth the
trumpet of their ministry 1300 years hefore,
and the mystery of God was not then finished.

And these seven anti-angels of Lurope
have all sounded, and are now sounding the
oo thar Plast @ - - agel, for the commis-
- v of the spirit is come forth, and the mys-
tery of God is finished ; and the mystery of
miquity is discovered.

The seven anti-angels of Europe are as fol-
I-vs: 1st, Papist; 2nd, Episcopal; 3rd, Pres-
bytery; 4th, The Independent; 5th, The
Baptist; 6th, The Ranter, and 7th, The
Quazker, which is the last.

The two first anti-churches of Papist and
Episcopal haye been spoken of already, and
the Presbytery in part, but I shall say somne-
thing more of the Presbytery, in shewing the
‘if erence from the other two, as well us the
difference of the other four anti-churches
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"™e third anti-church is of Presbytery,
1is church is fathered upon John Calvin,
and differs little from Episcopal doctrine, for
they are Episcopally diluted, that is, they
make no difference between a Bishop and a
Presbyter ; saying, there are but two orders
in the church, vix. Presbyter and Deacon,
and that the Apostles were to have no succes-
sors. So that, though the Presbyterians dis-
own Bishops, yet they make themselves as
much and as great as they; appropriating to
themselves as much power in their parishes,
as they, the Bishops have in their Diocess;
so that they are Pope’s in their parishes, as

well as Bishop’s are in their great Cathedral’s _

and Diocess.

And Calvin who heads this people, is as
dark i his doctrine, as either Popery or Epis-
copacy; for, though he holds with Predes-
tination, yet upon very weak grounds; for,
says he, the ground and cause of man’s elec-
tion sprung through the election of Christ
for, says he, God chose Christ and gave him

honour, that afterwards he might make some

other’s partakers of his gifts. Now, says he,
in the whole seed of Adam, God saw nothing
worthy of election; therefore, he turned his
eyes to Christ, to choose as it were, members

out of his body.
Here, I appeal to sober reason, whether
this

109
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this doctrine flows from an angel of light or
an ingel of darkness; for, it is certain that
God took upon the seed of Adam, and Adam’s
seed was faith, and that seed of faith was the
seed of God. So God took upon himself his
own seed of the light of life eternal. Then
surely there must be something worthy of love
in Adam’s seed, or God would never have
taken it upon him.

Moreover, doth not the trampeter ground
his e] :tion of men on two Gods; God must
look upon Christ, and Christ must look upon

~the one part of the seed of Adam, taking and

N
Y. Cor. Xv.
29. O

Luke xix.
9 and 10.

chusing one, and rejecting the other; and yet
children of the one and the same father. So
that this angelical preacher understands no
more than one scripture seed, aud that the
seed of Adam; then it must follow that that
seed will be either all saved or all damned.

But the scriptare is clear to us, that all
that die in Adam, will be made alive by
Chrnist.

But there is another seed that never died
in Adam, but in the serpent angel, so will
never be made alive by Christ, but must
surely perish eternally, as hath been before-
mentioned.

Therefore, you Presbytery examine your-
selves, whether you are of the seed of the
serpent or the seed of Adam, and though you

are
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are a great people, and mightily multiplied
in a few years, yet look about you and trust
not to your Gods, for they will deceive you.

The next chuarch is the Independent, so
called, because it seems to have no depen-
dance on outward ordinances and ceremonies,
and yet these use baptism, but baptize no
children except those of believing parents.

And as to their doctrine or articles of faith,
it is the same as the Presbytery, only more
moderate in judgment, and are safer from
persecution; only they differ from them in
the point of their ministry; for the lay people
chuse their own ministers out of themselves,
and divests them again at their own will and
pleasure, and so are but ministers of men.

These four charches have their commissions
from men, and are chosen by the magistrates
power and authority, therefore the magistrates
appoints them a maintenance.

The Baptists are the next church, and sets
up their ministry from the letter of scripture;
so they act from the dead letter, having no
commission from God or man; they baptize
no children, but what profess faith and re-
pentance before they are baptized; and so
have their name from that ; yet, with the re-
petition of the letter of the scripture. Their
doctrine of free-will, and of Christ dying for
all men; they thunder in a pulpit of their

unknown
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unknown God; in their Trinity of Per.ons !
reaching no higher in this, than the other four
churches beforc them, and the fifth monarchy
men are only a branch of them, as the Anti-
nomian is of the Independent.

R The next church or sect is the R inter whe
broke out in this last age, in the time of the
civil wars in England; from these came forth
all manner of wickedness, which gave them
the name of Ranter; but before they fell into
that high Rant, t'. .ir fii * prir ciple was this,
(to wit) that God was a spirit and lived and
reigned and ruled in all things; so that all
things were God, or came out of God, and
would turn into God again.

ancpen. For they held one Almighty Power, and

pestn - that power was God, and how that God, hea-
v _ and hell were all one in the roc .; and
therefore, writes of them, saying, Who know
but as God who is an infinite spirit, was in
unity with itself from eternity; so all those
things which appear now in a contrariety of
names and titles, of God, Devil, Heaven, and
Hell ; may hereafter come to agree in one
sweet harmony and union together; as all
waters run into one sea, and yet no fuller,
even so saith he, will all things run into God,
who will be all in all. But this Man after-
wards turns Quaker, but still holds to his
fo  erdoctrine of Ged being a spirit without

Vody.
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From such principled men as these are, 1. peviii.

. 3
une those mockers and scoffers, which Paul,

Jude, and Peter prophecied of, who scoff at
a day of judgment ; saying, where is the pro-
mise of such a day? do not all things con-
tinue alike as they were from the beginning?
So their doctrine was the most tempting prin-
ciple to sin of any that ever appeared,

From these came forth all new invented
blasphemy, bitter imprecations, and horrid
oaths.

But God blessed for evermore) hath sent a
commission into the world, to seal up such
persons to the wrath to come, and all such as
desire the same, and mock at true prophecy,
and the true believers thereof, and at a day
of judgment of ungodly men.

The 7th and last anti-church of Europe is
the Quakers, many of whom proceed from the
Ranters; who being smitten in conscience for
their wickedness, thought to heal themselves
of their deadly wounds of soul condemning
thoughts, by a more precise life of seeming
purity. They are called Quakers from their
witcheraft fits of foaming at the mouth, when
they were moved to speak in a trembling
condition. One John Robbins was the head
of this sect, called Quakers, as John Tanee

was the head of the Ranters or mystery Ba- Thes.ii.

bylon. So Robbins was the head of all false
P
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Prophets. and false Christ’s, being the last
ger L anti-chir’ it prophecied of in the second
of Thessalonians. When his wickedness was
at the full, the Lord sent his messenger to
denounce his judgment upon the prince of
this prince of devils, and the heads of several
of this last church, for robbing Christ of his
glory, for they have got their God and Christ
all within them; but their witcheraft fits are
now gone. Ol o, how thwy ' ny the

W person oi God without them, and are now
but as other people, only making a bawling
. of theiwr God and Christ within them, which

light is discovered to be nothing else, but the
- light of the moral law accusing or else ex-
cusing according to their actions, as it doth
William the heathen.

dress to Therelore, said one of them, let us but
e protes soberly consider what Christ is, and we shall
the better know, whether moral men are to
be rec koned christians; for what is Christ but
meekness, justice, and mercy; can we then

deny a meek man to be a christian.
Foxs My.  Thus meekness and justice is their Christ ;
2. 346 yet their Christ hath no body; but their bo-
dies must be his body, and that legal or na-
taral light, must be their light and Christ.
bosrnze They also believe that Christ is not distinct
80-& 32 from the saints; and that the soul say t ey,
X 1s not a creature, but infinite in itself, and

withon®
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Wie .o bey vy ending; another of them
says, that they have the spirit of God, and
are equal with God.

These, theii principles, are taken from the
Ranters. They are all God’s in their own
esteem, and they make no more of the blood white.
of Christ, than the blood of another man. ?ﬁ?:;m'

Doth thou look for Christ at he was the ncll:;“ e
son of Mary to appear outwardly in a bodily
shape to save thee, (said George Whitehead,
the Quaker) thon mayest look until thine
eyes drop out, before thou wilt see such an Y
appearance.

Now such men as own no other spiritual
God, but what is within them, are in the
deepest darkness of all mankind, concerning
God and his worship, or they who worship
the literal word light, instead of Jesus Christ
the eternal word, as saith this last witness.

and so much as to the seven churches of
iurope, who are guided by the spirit of anti-
carist; and ever since Cain, anti-christ hath
been in this world, but Christ came into this
world when Abel was born. So that anti-
christ was before Christ. So that for these
sects, there is no pleading antiquity, for the
proof of a true church.

CHAP.
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CHAP. \XXIIL

But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on
your most holy faith, praying in the Holy
Glost, keep yourselves in the love of God,
looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus
Christ unto eternal life. And of some have
compa on, maki y a differcoce. Jnd
a..1ers save with fear, pulling their out of
the fire ; hating even the garments spotted
by the flesh.—ver. 20, 21, 22, and 23.

[RST, here is nothing of difficalty in
these exhortations, but may be well
understood by such as have true faith in the
doctrine of the true cominissioned messagers
of God.

As it is fayth that builds the house, so the
house stands by faith, if a holy faith, then a
holy house, for the church of God is God’s
House, and the faith which the Apostles
preached was that rock on which the church
was built.

For when Peter had made a coufession of
his faith unto his Lord, he made answer say-
ing, thatupon that rock he would build his
charch, that is as this last witness interprets it,
upon this faith thon avt of Poter will I'build

my
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my church; so that the gates of hell shall
not prevail against it; and so it is by every
commissioned prophet, for his faith and comn-
mission is the rock for all the seed of faith to
build upon.

Again, the last witness hath further said,
that every commission, whether of Moses and
the Prophets, or of Christ and his Apostles,
or of the Witnesses of the Spirit, is a rock for
all the seed of faith to build upon; neither
will the grtes of hell prevail against the faith,
which is built upon this Commission of the
_pirit, no more than it did in Peter and the
other Apostles, but it shall be as a rock in
this last age.

And when a commission doth smite the
rock, that is, by giving a true interpretation, ¢

“ . . . . InaLetter
of the scriptures, there will waters of lifeteT T.

. March 14,
flow from thence; for there is no balm of 1744
Gilead to be had, but in one personal God,
=ven Christ Jesus only.

This faith keeps this church in the love of
God, which is no other as Jude saith in the
next verse, but Jesus Christ, and on him alone
“hey wait for his mercy, and his coming, to
zive them the reward of their faith, which
is eternal life, and to crown his own gifts of
faith and prayer. As thus, saith Jude, pray-
ing in the Holy Ghost; from which we may

“erve. that no prayer is acceptable to God,

but
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~ ~i: flows from the ““oly Ghost, t._at is,
t the spirit of divine faith.

Now, in this we may know, that this faith
must be first given to a saint before it can be
asked, and therefore it must be quickened in
the seed, before it can cry Abba Father; for
no sacrifice is acceptable with God, buat what
is offered up in faith. For without faith it is
impossible to please God, as saith the scrip-
turc-; so that it = 1ot from books of other
r 1 svork o form. And tl >u; 1 our Lord
gives a pattern of Prayer to his disciples be-
fore they had their commission, yet we do not
find that they ever made use of that form of
words, but only in virtue and spirit of them.

For a vain-glorious worshipper or a lite-
ra. °, when he nroys in hese words of, for-
givi s his trespac e, ¢ ¢ he forgir » cuch as
trc ¢ sagainst vnj 1f . > has not mercy in
his voul to his brethren, he curseth himselt.

Again, all such as | ¢, to be seen of men,
the scripture brands as by} ocrites.

But as this third an: last commission o
the spirit saith, that where the I'eht is spi-
ritual, they that hear of imnort.l glory,
sounds a trumpet no more in théir prayers,
than their alms: and that the exceilency ¢
mercy is abeve all cacrifice; and also it is that
true prayer cor ., a0t iIn we ., o i the

inward . ) C oy T
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of soul, which is the only prayer of all those
that are under the teachings of the spirit.

But glittering words, flowing from natural
parts only, in merciless men, are an abomi-
nation to God.

CHAP. X1V.

Jude . rhorteth the saints to keep themsele

in the love of God, and to . ait jor the
merey of Jesus Christ.

LL that is acted and done by faith in
building up that spiritual house, (as
hath been shewed in verse 22), he lets them
understand that some of the elect seed were
deluded by them so far, as to take a liberty
in voluptuousness and the works of the flesh.
Now, in the 22nd verse, the Apostle ex-
horts them to a purity of life, giving them to
understand, that if grace is not prevalent,
sin will be committed, having its several
stains and spots ; and advises them to beware,
and ' have that wisdom as to distinguish
between offend . and offenders, and therefore,
saith he, of some 1ave compassion making a
difference.
Now in this word compassion doth cone.st
“the

119
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1. Cor- v.
5.

II. Cor. ii.

A PRACTICAL D. ', L1, UPON

the tender love of the saints in the time of «
commission or true ministry, each one ac-
cording to his light, endeavouring to reclaim
such as are brought into error, either as to
judgment or practice; and there is a differ-
ence to be put between offender and offenders,
because some offend through ignorance, and
some in obstinacy, causing lelSlOﬂ as also
of evil conversation.

These under the Apostle’s commission were
cut ¢ T by church censure, as the man who
committed fornication, whom Paul ordered to
be excommunicated, which was done by the
church, to let him see that he was left to
satan, which was his own fleshly lusts, where-
by he might know how that in that state ] -
could not be saved: yet this man proved an
elect vessel ; and he was three days under
this excommunication, suffering for his sin,
in all which time he was under the terror of
the law, and an accusing conscience which
were his judges, and this made that little
spark of faith cry out for mercy, which when
Paul did write his 2nd Epistle to Corinth, he
hearing by Titus of his repentance, exhorted

v-8.7.8.9 the believers to forgive him, and comfort him,

telling him that his repentance was sufficient,

and a repentance not to be repented of.
Thus Paul became to the saints, as well
as Jude, examples of pity and compassion,
and
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and exhorting the believers that in meekness
they should instruct those that oppose them-
selves; if God, with a peradventure, would
give them a repentance.

Verse 23rd, others save with fear.

Now to save them with fear according to
iy faith is, to let them know the danger of
their condition, that if such and such sins be
not repented of before they die, they cahnot
be saved, as it was by the man aforesaid.

This 1. as the fire they were plucked out of,
and the whole purgatory, for the motion of
sin is a fire, and the moral law being written
in that sinning nature, keeps it burning and
in torment to all such as are not saved by this
fear, or delivered from this spotted garment;
being the old man and the seed of the fallen-
angel, which must be mortified by a law of
perfect faith; then is sin cast out and the
law which blew up that flame, is quiet in
that soul.

The elect of God though they may fall,
yet not totally; but if they do fall, so as to
break the moral law m act and deed, itisin
the time of a true ministry, which hath that
quickening power of giving faith and pardon
of sin.

But the elect of God that live between a
commission, or in such a time as there is no
true ministry ; the elective love of God pre-
! Q serves
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serves them from committing sin by act as
aforesaid, which is plain by the Apostle Jude

in his last ver e, saying thns;

Now unto him that is able to keep you from
falling, before the presence of his glory with
exceeding joy, to the only wise God our Sa-
viour be gl 'y, maj .sty, dominionan > = wer,
both now and for ever. Amen.

Now lhere doth the Apostle bring his Epistle
to a conc'r~on, and lerves tl : saints to the
sate k- » = T the ¢ me Lovd, wb* " he
¢ommanded them te for preservation and vo-
cation, which was no other than the Lord
Jesus Christ, as in verse 1st saying, preserved

n Jesus Christ, and tells them that he is able

to keep them from falling, and to preserve
them from heresies.

And Paul tells the Phillippians that €hrist
is able to subdue all things unto himself.
And in another place, that he is able to suc-
cour them that are tempted. So that no-
thing is too hard for Christ to do, when his
Godhead spirit moves him to 1t; he had
power of himself to lay down his life, and he
had pewer of himself to take it up again;
and how could this be, if he were not God;
neither could he be judge of the quick and
the dead, if he were not God.

Neither could the Saints with all the Pro-
phets and Apostles be raised from death, and

brought
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wrong, at into the presence of his glory, with
bodies like unto his own glorious body, (which
occasions that great and exceeding joy of
theirs) if he was not the only Lord and Sa-
viour; neither would the Apostles have offered
up that praise and glory to him, had there
been any other God distinct from him; neither
would they have ascribed to him all glory,
majesty, dominion and power, if he was not
the very Alpha and Omega.

Therefore, without all controversy, aceord-
ing to the doctrine of this Apostle, Christ is
the only and alone true God; so shall I con-
clude this Epistle, with the doctrine of this
last Commission, who finishes this last Mys-
tery of God, saying, there isnone but Christ;
there 1s none but Christ; and no other God,
but the man Jesus Christ, though men or
angels should gainsay it. Awnd blessed are
all those that are not offended with this great
"Truth. Amen.
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