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THE 

MYSTERY 01' PAITH. 

SHEWING its parts, propertie~, nature, 
and power, as in reference. First, of its 

several names and titles, and from whence it 
had its original, and in what respect it is 
caJIed a Mystery. Secondly, how from its 
several titles it is made up into a body, called 
by one single name; the Law of Faith or New 
Covenant; . the foundation of which,. was laid 
down by the Prophet Jeremiah and Ezekiel 
in such sound words, and fulness of matter, 

. as by it, Faith is' made to appear in such 
vigour, as that from them is shewn seven 
several gifts, graces, and divine qualifications, 

. that it is made partaker of. _ 
Thirdly, Of the law of sin, what it is, and 

and of.its being completed in a body, called 
a body of sin, and of the several members or 
that body, making the number of twelve, they 
being all in opposition to the body or law of 

faith, 
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faith, and bf faith's power and work, as in 
reference to the mortification of the members 
thereof, and how it is dane. 4thly, of the 
power aild virtue of faith as in reference t6 
vivificatio'n; having mortified sin, its perfec
tion appears. 1st, From having assuranqe 
of eternal life. 2ndly, From the virtue of 
that assurance of life is, true wO'rship per..: 
formed. 3rdly, The nature of true worship; 
and where it doth con~ist. 1'be just shall 

~a;t~a~e live by faith. Gal. iv. 11.-' I. Tim. iii. 9.
:~:.. :~~ Holding the mystery df faith in a pure con..! 

. science. This is Paul's exhortation to TimoJ 

thy, his dear son, whom he begot in the faith, 
and I shall now make it my exhortation to' 
stich as I have been instru mental in bringing 
unto the same mysteriou~ faith, tllat was con ... 
tended for in those days; therefore, observe 
the discom'se that follows. First, Faith is 

Mat](i.~5, here called a mystery; there is the mystery 
II. Cor, IV, 

3,.. of faith, as well as the mystery of God. Now 
Col. n , 3, a mystery is a hidden thing, and all the doc~ 

trines, of God and faith are a mystery, 
Faith defined. 

I~aith is a mystery, because it is the sub
stance of things not seen; for the invisible 
eye of faith beholds things invisible in another 
world, and can to its own seed and nature, 
g ive evidence, and clear demonstration of the 
tn th thereof; and when th is fai th is got in a 

pure 
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pnre conscience, tllen i~ shineth gloriously, 
and hath tIle name of a precious faith unto 
it, besides other names answerable to its se
vera] actions; as for instance. First, Faith 

129 

Faith the 
is caBed the seed of God, and by this it makes seed of 

God. 
US of a noble spring, being called the sons or Acts. xv. 

daughters of God; for faith being the nature ~at v : 8. 

f G d f 1 · h II . k I. Pet.l. o 0, 0 W lIC a SaInts are parta ers, 22 
Joh iii. 9 ' 

makes them therefore the seed of God. When 
we have attained to this new birth, then we 
live as princes; for what the birth is, the 
same thing the feeding will be; for every 
thing feeds of that bread, and its life is nou
rished by food of its own nature. And as 
Christ in the seed, first gives milk to his 
babes new begotten, so as they grow up, he .. 

. Itt h fi d ht I. Pet. 11. glves t leIll s ronger mea ; t e r8t raQ.g 2. 

makes them obedient, the second makes per-
fect, by looking on the body of Christ to be . 
meat indeed, and his blood to be drink in- .Joh.v.55. 

deed, that is, fully to believe that body of his, 
to be the very body of God, and that blood 
of his that was shed, was the very blood of 
God; this is faith, and this is a mystery. 

Faith the spirit of Christ: 
Secondly, This faith is also called by the 

name of the spirit of Christ, of God, and of Acts vi,5. 

the Holy Ghost; nay, it is further called by 
the ame of God and Chri~t, as if there was 
no distinction between the creature and crea-

R tor, 
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tor~ because it is of tIJe same nature ; there
fore it bad the same title, be~ng the inshining 
motions, operations, fruits, and effects of his 
most blessed spirit, that was breathed into
Adam in his creation, and quickened ill his 
seed by renovation, called by the names of 
faith, tl'tlth, spirit, grace, or what title soever,. 
is al1 to be comprised under the name of 
faiH) , which faith to the world is a mystery .. 

Fait/" a marvellous ligllt. 
Thirdly, }~aith is likewise called a marvel

lous light; a mystery is marvellous in all its 
I.Pet . ii.~. ways, both as to the force of its.words and ac

tions, in particular, it i5 marvellous in these 
five things ensuing. 

A fivefold opc1'ation of faith . 
:First, It makes the deafto hear, the blind 

'_a. xxix. to see out of obscurity; it was said that Lydia'S 
18. 

heart was opened by the teachings of faith, 

Pia. ~xiv. 

which implies that it was shut before; even 
as Paul said, an are shut up in. unbelief, till 
faith brok€ open the prison door. 

Tlte first operation of jrJ,itlt. 
Faith opens the g'ate that the l{ing of glory 

7. may enter in; that is, that knowledge of the 
true God its only object and author, may 
enter into the purified conscience ; for faiHJ, 
when quickened, puri(ies the heart and 
makes it fit for divine worship; for in the 
heart true worship is to be performed by us, 

and 
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·and no where else, (Ill whom the ends of the 
world are come. 

'J'lte second operation tif fa'ith. 
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Secondly, Faith is caned a marveJlous Rom. i. U , 

light, in respect of the encrease of revelation, Joh . i.16, 

so is called from faith to faith, or grace to 
grace, or grace upon grace; this grace, graces 
-€very grace; for faith is a fountain, and from 
faith t{) faith, is the lively working of faith, 
in love, £harity, meekness, patience, &c. as I 
-shaH shew forth its virtues hereafter. 

The thi1'd opeJ'ation of divine faith, 
Thirdly, This faith may be caned marvel-

10lls in respect to its manifold properties, it 
iht'illg' a river ii'(ij1Jl a mighty fountain, yet as 
,i t nms along, it spreads forth itselfinto many 
~'ivlliets ; and by those means it changeth 
>IlameS, but never nature, as love, charity, 
knowledge, patience, or whatever virtues, 
they are all rivulets from that famous river of 
f.ai th; now .follow those rivulets from their 
running cOlll'se, and it brings to the ri~er, 
that brings to the main and great ocean qr 
<fllarve])ous fountain, the original of the foun
tain of life. 

1'lte fourth operation offaith, 
Fourthly, This marvellous faith is much 

more marvellous, when as it stands still,' 
viewing and beholding the wonderful work
jngs of it, in the person ' of its God the Lord 

Jesus 
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Jesus Christ; how amazed were the Apostles, 
and others, at the gracious words aIHl won
derful works of Chri~t their God and Savionr. 
Also it is mllch more marvellous that that 
fiery spark of faith, which is ~lothi~lg else but 
,a love fire, should so dwell and feed on the 
'word of its God, that life or death, things 
present or to come, prin<;ipalities or powers, 
(~annot witlu.lra\v it from obedience and love 
to that God, that is the author of its life, but 
~an beli~ve even above hope, il~ spite of hell 
a nd death." . 
. 7'he fifth operatiun of divine faith in 

. " . startling 'reason. 
Fifthly, T}li~ I light of living faith is not 

only Jnarvellous to the possessprs of it, but to 
( ' . ~; \ , , . 
despisers ' of it also ; the Prophet Habakkuk 
bring~ ~hem in. s~yin~'; ~ehold ye, among the 
hea~hel), and wond~~ M~t:vellously, for I wQrk 
~ work which you will not b~ljeve, though it 
'be ' told you. . . ', ., 

Whqt natu'ral reason canno~ believe. 
This /work 'that th~y would not belieye, was 

I " • ~ \ • 

(iod's pecoming flesh, for when Christ, which 
is faith~~ G~d was on earth~ ' the ! de~ils" were 

, • .. . • . (, • ~ , '. l 

astonished at his doctrine ' and miracles, 'and 
yet could not belie~e. This shews that faith 

I~a . liii . 1. is a ~ystery; this inade the Prophet I saiah 
• • 1 , 

cry out, saying, WhQ hath believed our report; 
so that faith is a mystery, and Christ i\'5 a 
Plystery; who knows him '~ 
!. ~ 
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Faith, a myste)y in eigltt pa'rticulm's, to 
tlte seed of reason. 
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First, The revelation of faith saith, God Joh- i,14. 

became flesh, and the devil became flesh, but i~~: i~iit 
llOw can this be, saith reason; this is marvel~ ~:~t.xiii, 
I 1 " l ' b)' h . 33 ~9 Oll S ; t llS J: a l~ly tery; W 10 can e leve t l~ . . 

report ? . . 

r.f?~e second mys!e1'!f qffajlk 
SecoJldJy, :Faith sait~, that God clothed ~~.ts. 20. 

llim!O:e1f with fle!O:h, bloQrl, and bone, that he . 
luight die, and t.hat G~d did <lie to redeem 
faith that i§ fallen in Adam; this is a mystery. 

The third 11Iyste,ry. . 
Thirdly, l:;'uith saitlh that 9hrjst laid down Joh . x. 18. 

his life by hi: own power, q.n~ by his own 
pow~~' took it up again; this i§ ft ·mystery. 

The fOU1·th rnyste't'!J. 
FQurthly, Faith saith, that God was dead . 

. . , . ,. , J oh VI 63 
m1~ alive ~t one and the same time; th i~ ~eerq~ .. . 
. a paradox; this i~ a mystery. '.'. . ., 

. . Tlte fifth 'Inyste,ly· 
Fifthly, :Faith saith, that Gqd be~ame Luke iii . 

Adam's son, and that he was David~s~ Moses's, ~.8Cor. xv. 

and Eli~sr~ son 'and Lorq; this' ~~ a mystery. ~~t.xxi;. 
' .' ( .. , 45 

The sixtJ:t mystC'l'!J. . 
Sixthly, Faith saith, that faith is God's II . Pet. i . 

divine nature, and that r~ason is the angel's ~eb. ii,16 

n~'ture; this is a myste~y:' '. 
The seventh mystery. 

Seventhly; Faith te~~heth th~t Christ Jesns . , . 

IS 
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I.Joh .5. is the only true God, and all the God's that 
'20. ever were, are, or shall be. 

Tlte eighth mystery. 
l'xe. xviii. Eighthly, } .... aith teaclteth them, that the 
.. . soul of man is mortal and must die, and all 
I .Cor.xv . 
Cot. iii . 4. souls must lie with their bodies in the dust 

lllltil the end of this world; then to be raised 
again, every seed its own body, by the power
ful word of an ever-living Jesus; this is a 
mystery; and all these are riddles to the seed 
and spirit of reason, which is the God of tbis 
.world. 

And thus you, who have this faith wrought 
ill YOll , may see how g lorious the light of 
1nith, aJld how sweet and pJeasallt it is.
(jullI e. we will follow tIle description a little 
tl.lrther. 

Faitlt is the operation of God and not of 
oU']·seb)es. 

COI"ii.1 2. Again, fourthly, } .... aith is called, the faith 
of the operation of God; you see who it is 
that forms faith; faith is not of a man's self; 

Psa.18. 2. let 1)0 man glory in man; but him that knows 
not God, but faith knows how to glory in 
God. 

What is 'tvitlwutfaitlt, nothing b'iJt noise 
and clamom'. 

Ther'e is nothing in the soul but sin and 
darkness, noise and clamour, ti11 faith be 
formed; talk eyer so much vf God or Devi], 

Heaven 
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Heaven or Hell; all is but a tale, dream, or 
shadow, til1 faith comes and o'pens the door 
of the heart, and lets in the light. 

Prayers nothing without .faitlt. 

13t> 

All prayers that are poured out by a nU- .. 
turallight are nothing, and if it be any thiilg', ~~9 . "II. 
it is but sin. 

Prayer but sin till faith comes in . 
When Paul was converted and faith qnick- Acts ix. 

ened, itis said, Behold he prayeth; certainly. !:~t.l'.Xiii. 
IH~ llud prayed much before, when he was ofi~ke xx. 

that sect of a Pharisee; for those were great 47. 

sillJlers and great prayers; for under pretence 
of prayer they robbed widow's houses, and 
under pretence of purity they persecuted tIle 
godJy; even such as owned Jesus for their 
Lord and l\tIaster. But as aforesaid, prayer ~;a~:: 
by Paul was not then counted prayer, till ~~r. xi . 

Jesus was received. Then he prayed by the ::.m. Tii;. 

assistance of the Holy Ghost, that is, the ~'5~or.xiT . 
spirit of faith which was in the understand-
ing; for none by his own natural blind born Jude xx. 

spirit knows what he wants, till faith be 
given. 

Faith too sublime .for natural reasolt. 
'The work of faith is far above reason's un-

• • Titul i.l. 
derstandmg; no man but he, to whom it IS 

given, can truly believe in Christ; because 
faith is Christ's gift, and he gives it to his 
elect seed only; therefore it is called, the 
faith of God's elect. 
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Faitlt lw'lv wrought. 
Psa. cxix. Now, if you ask how faith is wrought and 
i,;~h.ii.1. quickened in the soul, (I mean all along the 

justifying saving faith) as to that you must 
know that God doth not come te every soul 
and breathe faith into him as he did into 
Adam; for then God would never have done 
his work of creation; but the way of God is 
to give no new faith, but to quicken the old, 
which died in Adam. 

18a. vi. 6. 

oK 0 new faith given but the old one 
awakened. 

So that the virtue of the word of God 
spoken into a Prophet, that word of faith 
quickeneth faith in that Prophet, and that 
faith and doctrine pub} ished by a. Prophet, 
begetteth faith in such as are made capable 
to hear that invisible voice, in their invisible 
ear; therefore it is said, faith cometh by 

I. Cor. ii. hearing, and hearing by the word of God 
4 7.10.11 

1il. 13. 14. preached or published by chosen messengers 
and 15. , 

of trnth, and therefore, not him that speaks 
the letters, but him that speaks the spirit 
given by voice of words from the blessed 
mouth of the Lord GOtJ is the minister of life, 
and can quicken life. 

Faith's various titles. 
Rev. vi, 2. Fifthly, :Faith is called by several other 
~~·v. ii. 17 titles, as a white horse-a white robe-the 
18. white stone-the golden , oH-tJw mornm~ 

star 
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stal'-the divine nature-the new creature- leo. i,..l~ 
a new name-the law of faith, and the liglit i~~ ' ,.iii. 
of life eternal; by all t110se glorious attributt:s 
we find, that the faith of God's elect is of a 
marve1Jous nature, it being that new name 
which no one knows, but those that enjoy iL 

To be k'llotvn by none Intt by him that 
enjoys it. 

So tllat, happy it is for those that have it I. Jobd. 

quickened in them, and that live under a true 
ministry, and hear the joyful sound thereof; 
for, after the sound of this doth enter the hea.rt, 
the quickened life doth begin to shine forth 
there; then doth that soul need not any 
man's teachjn~ any more, but that quickened 
life becomes its lfllOister as it abides in us. 
-This is made clear by the promised covenant 
to the saints of old, and we enjoy that, which 
was til en promised; that living doctrine of 
.faith, we find thus written by Jeremiah and 
.Ezekiel, of the law of saving faith. Jeremiah, 
chap. xxxi. I will t.nake a new covenant with 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 
.for I will write my law in their hearts,. and 
will be their God and theY 'shall be my peo-

. pJe, and they shall teach no more his neigh ... 
bour, saying, know the Lord, for they shall 
all know me; I win forgive their iniquities, 
and remember their !lin !I no more. Ezekiel, 
xi. 19. I will giye them one heart, and I will 

. s put ' 
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I-Ieb. viii. put a new spirit within, that they Illay walk. 
~z.uuii in my statutes; I will sprinkle clean water 
26,36: upon them, and, they shall be clean; I will 

ma}{e a new covenant of peace with them, 
and mv tabei"nacle shall be ill them. 

All.faith's properties before it centres ltel·c. 
And this covenant is called a new law 

:;m.iii. given of spirit and ]ife, being the Jaw of faith, 
:,~m; viii. and m Paul calls it; and all thpse titles and 

attribntes of faith before-mentioned, are here 
- trnitetl into a body, and therefore I slmll give 

it that name, that shall serve to give full de
ll'10nstration of its virtue and life, under this 
title, (the law of faith) it being the saint's 
only guide or ll10rnillg star that leads them 
to' Jesus Christ their Lord and God; wllo 
writes or engraves this law in their hearts by 
the finger of faith; faith giving faith, as by 
this covenant or law may be clearly under
~tood, by such as are under the teachings of it. 
7'he parts of this new law of faith are seven. 

The part of this new law or covenant of 
faith as to the operation; its operations are, 
nrst, it gives a new heart in that new law. 
Secondly, It gives the knowledge of the true 
God its God. Thirdly, It gives knowledge 
of its own salvation" Fourthly, It causetll 
quietness of mind, peace, and joy. Fifthly, 
It giveth a well-spring of wisdom to teach 
itself. Sixthly, It teacheth, and is the only 

teacher 
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. teach er of God's . tatutes. 7thly, Itsprinkles 
clean water upon the conscience and makes it 
clean. 

This is the virtue and efficacy of the law of 
faith; these are the works of the righteousness 
of faith; glorious works; .and may be calJed 
the seven spirits of God sent forth into all 
tIle elect world. J shall Jlere enlarge upon 
each of them, even as I am taught by this 
u nction, and then you will see how it will 
acquiesce witl), and agree wi,th yours. 

CHA·P. l . 

The old Iteart. 

l@ 

HE\VING thls new law gives a new heart, Eph. iy . 

and of the fruits thereof. I will give 32 , 

them a new beart; this new heart is a soft and Dllet. Xll. 

tender heart; the oM law to the old heart 3. 

was, let not your hearts be faint or tender, be 
not terrified because of the enemy the Gen-
tiles, but have a heart and fight manfully 
against them, and save none alive; but thou 
'Shalt utterly destroy with thy sword of steel, 
all (hose nations, for they are not in covenant 
with me; I will give thee all their possessions . . 

T lte ne'w /teart, /tOtV made tender. 
But the new law in the new heart, hath no 

enemy put sin to fight against, and having 1l1li. v. 11. 

overcome 
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overcome that through the mercy of the law 
of faith; therefore, fi'om thence its heart is 
tilled with mercy, which is that which softens 
and tenders the heart. 

A single Itea,,.t. 
~!':'·I~t·~: Secondly, This new_heart is a single, plain, 
l"at. vi.22 and honest heart; faith or grace carries but 

!>ne heart about with it, but sin in the old 
)}eart carries two. 

. The old hea'l't divided. 
flo,. X.:. 'l'he ~l.d .law cbargeth the oM heart, to 

worship God 'Yith all the heart, yet the old 
he1lft ~hough it prQmises to do it, yet it doth 
not, . but will divtde the heart, part Blllst be 
to~ ma~mOlj an~ par:t for ~~d . 

1rusl nql the old ltfJa'rl. 
This being so, ' th~n take heed, trust none, 

~er. x,:i,i. though ' a b(o.ther ~ . th~t 'hath not the new 
'!~8~' IX. heart, for the C?ld heart path new deceits 

flowing fi'om it. ' . ' . " . . 
. Try the spirits. 

. You that possess a tnea~ure of the new 
r Jop. I~ . l spirit, will }1a~~ pO'rer' to try all o~her spirits; 

though the tongue Qf a double hea rted man 
may be as smoQth a$ pil,"yet you may find 
hini ~)Ut; though an ' angel-like man that 

Mat.xxiv. seemingly would be more pure than God, 
?4. ' and for nothing less thaI\ riches. honor, and 

ambition, to sit with the princes of their own 
~pirit. . 

That 
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Thus it was with all the Lawyers, Phari
sees and Scribes, and was ever so by all na
tional priests; they were, and are all in the 
old heart in the old law; an outward seeming 
righteousness. What made Jacob a plain 
man, but a single heart, regarding equity, 
honesty, humility, meekness, and whatsoever 
things are just; whatsoever things are of good 
report; if there be any virtue, or any praise, 
think of' these things. A single is singular, 
~m(L goes all one way. 

Again, this new heart or new 5pirit, hath 
~vel' new things springing up in it; it hath 
a new song of praise put into it, from that 
new wine of the new spirit, being the 'blood 
of the new testament, the new and living way. 
In a word, this new spirit or new creature, 
or new man, or uew heart in whom it is 
formed, will be ever sending forth variety of 
heavenly motions and god-liJ<.e ~ctiqJls; love, 
charity, humility, mee~ness, Pflti~pce, gen
tleness, kindness, and the like; anp is conti
nual1y increasing in new wis~oJJl1 p~wer, and 
glory; and in the increasing thereof, is con ... 
tinually pouring forth thflt new song of spi
ritual praise unto jts God, as the overflowings 
,of joy in its assurance of everlasting life, joy, 
and glory. This is the happy, condition of 
such as enjoy the new spirit, it bath these 
firtues flowing from its new' ht'art. 

CHAP. 

141 
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CHAP. I I. 

Shewing how the new law gives tltehnowleclge 
of God and its o'wn salvation, with quiet
ness and peace, as a well.:...p7'ing ~f 'wis
dom, ~c. 

::~!8 THE words of the promise of Gou are these, 
~od to be (they shall all know me) that is all 
~t8 God , ' 

.Joh. x. mine elect, after the law is written, after the 
word is spoken, for the sheep hear l1is voice 
a no know him. 

This new law of faith doth not only gIve 
the knowledge of God, but is their God, so 
that they can appropriate him to themselves, 
saying, the Lord God is our God, and he 
will save US; so each one can say, as Thomas 
the Apostle said, Thou art my Lord and my 
God. 

Faith lmows no God but Jesus. 
Ji""or whoever hath this new law in his heart, 

IHtth no otber Lord God but Jesus Christ; 
tor the bless~d body of Jesus Christ our Lord 
was that tabernacle that was to be with th~m. 
The tabernacle that ~loses made was but a 
figure of this, and they only ·w~re happy in 
those days that saw ~fas a figure or shadow. 

John 
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John the divine wondered at the mystery', to Faith saw 

b I · .. h bod fl' G d God. come-see y lIS new SpIrIt t e y 0 tlS 0 down froID 

come down irom heaven, calling him the new ~:~en. 
Jerusalem, which he no sooner said, but he, 
in this note of admiration, cries out, saY{llg, 
Behold the tabernacle of God is with men, 
and he will dwell with them, and will be their 
God, and they shaH be his people. 

This Jesus was the Apostle's God, he livea 
with them, and they with him, and their 
eyes had seen this new Jerusalem or temp]{~ 

of God, and their hearts believed in hilll, 
and their hands had handled this temple or 
word of life. 

Faitlt's sanctuary. 
TIlls Jesus is Jikewise that sancturay that . 

was to be placed· amongst the people; the 
sanctuary by Moses did prefigure Jesus; 10r 
t.his, the sanctum sanctorum in the sanctuary 
sl~ined in the light of life eternal. 

. Faitlt's fountain. 
In this sanctuary 'was the hallowed bread 

spread upon the table of the heart; this 
blessed body, table, or sanctuary was the 
golden pot, in which was that divine god
head nature of invisible light and life for ever
lasting; there is the mercy seat and golden 
oil, the overflowings of which, is poured into 
the seed of his O\vn body in this new spirit of 
wonderfitl faith , by which we know him to 
be our God and Saviour. 



144 

Mat. xi. 
28. 

1'HE MYSTERY OF FAITH. 

Again, as this new and true law or spirit 
gives the true knowledge of our God, even 
so likewise, it causetl} us to know also, how 
to walk in hi~ statldes, and to worship him 
aright. 

Of God's st"tutes, 
this new law hath not so many statutes, 

ilor so burdensome as the old Jaw was; fiw 
the statues of this new Jaw are only to believe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ; therefore, when 
Christ taught, saying, Come unto me, all ye 
that art! heavy laden, and I will ease you, I 
will give you rest; then did he shew forth his 
statutes to be walked in as befot:'e promised. 

In the 9th chapter of Isaiah, the Prophet 
·did declare that God was to be born of a 
virgin; a little before he delivers this doc
trine, he makes a preparation to receive it in 
these words; if you will not believe, surely 
you shall ~ot be estalJlished . 

. Faith pr()perti~. 
Now, this new law hath these ·two proper

ties among~ ~everal others in it, first, it 
.make! the saints willing. Secondly, it gives 
.them power to follow the Lamb, which way 
.~ver b~ goes; ever to believe in him come 
life or death,. and so to suffer for his sake, jf 
Ipersecution come. . 

Fi7SI., wil/i1lglless of mind to follow eltrist. 
,For .first, the new law creates wmingness 

of 
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of mind, a soon as ever the Lord by his word MaU. 

1) fit h· d I 11.1". h· iv.20.22. ca s, we run a er 1m an eave a Jor IS 

sake; for the word of faith is in power when . 
God calls a Prophet as he did Elisha, he runs 
after him and leaves his oxen as Elisha did; 
and when he had calJed his oisciples, they Mar.x.28 

had no power, but left all and followed him. 
Paul cried out, saying, Lord, what would'st 
thou have me to do. Master, said James and 
Peter, We have left all and followed thee. 

These Prophets, Apostles, and Messengers. 
of God are first cal1ed, and in their call made 
willing by that immediate voice, to become 
~nediate teachers of his elect, and these stand 
in God's place to his chosen; and he that 
heareth them, and receiveth into his soul that 
engrafted word of life, such forsake all; 
father and mother, house and land to follow 
that life; so they are made wi1ling in the 
day of the Prophet or Dispensation they are 
under. 

Reason teaclteth of ner ways. 
For every believer must not think that they 

mQst receive their wisdonl j light, and life Zac. h . t! 

from God himself, but his messengers; he 
hath put into them that golden oil of the re
velation of faith; and so they are the conduit 
pipes to convey it into our hearts through the 
mercy of God, making us capable to receive 
it in the love thereof. This fulfils that say-

T mg 



14.6 THE MYSTERY OF iAITH. 

Nah. i.lli . ing in scripture, where David saith, That 
Christ's people shall be a willing peO'ple in 
the day O'f his power. NO'w, this willingness 

Rom . x.}:; cO'mes by virtue of a joyful wO'rd sPO'ken intO' 
man; therefore it is written, How jO'yful are 
the teet of him that bringet!l glad tidings O'f 
salvation. This makes the heart to' dance. 

M~reO'ver, this PO'wer that makes willing, 
!~. Cor. v'is not a threatening PO'wer, but quite the cO'n

trary, it being the PO'wer O'f IO've; and SO' is 
O'vercO'me by persuasiO'n O'f the new spirit, as 
it is written, 1~he Lord persuaded Japheth to' 
dwell in the tents ofShem. By this yO'U may 

. 1IIee all that cO'mpass to" religiO'us wO'rship, 
their spirit is the O'ld spirjt of envy, which 
is the devil, and not O'f the spirit O'f GO'd. 

SO' likewise is the old heart given in Levi, 
n. Tim iv. which will have the old law O'f the old ta ber
i.:all. iii. nade fO'rms, and multitudes O'f blind Priests 
~a~.\i. 12 lllUSt be maintained fO'r their fruitless prayers, 

O'utward fO'rmalities, and simple ninny'S. 
. And whilst you give untO' them, and put 

I.Car.xvi. into their mO'nths ior nanght; then they 
~~Pet.v.3·. smoO'th th€ir hearers with, our well belO'ved 
~~ .. Pet. ii. Brethren; but cease to' feed them, and refuse 

cO'ming to' bow befO're them. The O'ld Pas
to'rs in that O'ld spirit changes nature, and 
swells like a tO'ad in VellO'm; and where is the 
belO'ved Brethren then. 

Second 
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Second power to follO'lV the Lamb. 
Secondly, TJlis new law hath thi8 ,property ReT.xiv. 

further, as not ollIy that it makes wining, but", 
gives power to follow theLamb,even our Lord 
Jesus Christ, which is the author and finisher 
ef its faith. This new law, a~ -Paul saith, 
W.orketll both to will and to do; as though 
he sh.ould say, hav~ you the power of wiI_Phi1.ii.u 
.lingness, ther~fore be ,not .disGoura .. ged, for 
those that are ma,de to will ;f\.re ~a(le to do ; 
therefore, . you have no cause :to fear" ,after 
you see you :are made able to wiJI from the 
HeW spirit. Iror once I had fear in myself, 
wheu I saw .in the old spirit and ,knew not ~~m . Tii . 
~~h ~i.!lt; for though I had will in ,tha,t ~pjrit, 
:yet it was wit,hout power, and so was nothing,; 
llothi~ig but rational , desire, but in .the new 
law both to will and to do arejoined together:. 

lVltere free-will centres. 
Thus we see where free-will lies, for after 

the new law is written, (which is a law of 
We in the heart) then willingness in that law P . 

la. CX1X . 

Howeth out as a river; and so is made able 32. 

to keep the statutes of God, and to worship 
,him aright, as will be further declared here
after. 

Thi'rdly, This new law is of that virtue, 
that it giveth the knowledge and assurance 
.of its own salvation. I shall forbear treating 
of this 11ere, but shall, when I come to trea;t 
of the nature of the true spiritual worship. 
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Fourthly, This new law causeth a quiet
ness of mind, peace, and joy. This is like
wise intended to be handled afterwards, if 
titne permits. 

Fait't gives wisdom. 
I. John ii. Fifthly, This tJe'W law giveth a Well-spring' 
i~~. xi..-. of'Visddtn to teach itself. So-that it is not 
·ii.Tim. iii. like the old moral law, that was to have the 
7. whole tribe of Levi tot teachers, for that law 

being written in reason's nature, mnst have 
reason to teach it; and reason hath need of 
abundance of counsellors, whilst faith is sa
tisfied with the 'V ell-spring of tile light of 
life eternal. Reason hath the natural, which 

J.a. liii. 1. is but blind at best, and so llath ever, a heap 
of teachers. Yet learning' never attains to 
the knowledge of any thing in. this new Jaw; 
becanse, they search . ~1tQgeth~r in the old 
law; so that precept' Plust ' be u p~n pre
cept, line upo~ Jine. here a little, liml there 
a little, patching old things ar.4 new together, 
and so makes' the rent worse. -, -" ... 

Faith needs 'but few 'outward Preacher$. 
But gospel administration is founded and 

effected with a small immber; for to one 
gospel Prophet in the law, there was a thou-

I.a. !iii. I. sand of Priests to preach the law that knew 
nothing of Evangelical righteousness. This 
made the Prophet Isaiah say, Lord, who be
lieves out report; and Elias was a10ne. 

FQr 
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For twelve Apostles that preached the new 
law of faith in Jesus, were more than twelve 
millions of false Priests . that preached forth 
the old law or law of works in mere man. 
Now one true Prophet's voice begets more 
life and light, than all those thousands and 
millions aforesaid. 

Therefore, when the sound of a true mini
ster, either from his words or from his writ
ings, or from any of hi~ converts, that are 
begot in the faith, doth enter the heal't of any ; 
the virtue of it is such, upon the birth of that 
man cllild faith; as that it will not for ever 
afterwards need that any man teach him, but 
as tllat anointing or new quickening" life 
teacheth him, 

Faith 1twkes 'wise. 
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FOl' as he is made \v iser than all his former ;;~. CIiX . 

teachers of the Jaw, wIlen he was in his old Rom. x.S. 

heart, even so hath he got such wisdom; so 
that he needeth not any brother of the true 
faith with him, to teach him the essential 
points of that faith, in which salvation 'testeth, 
for in that he is gtounded. Although the 
experience of anot~6r true believer may en- ~·l~b4lS . T. 

crease his well-spring, and add more to the 
growth; but most especially in the presence 
of a Prophet; this I kno~ ~yself, byex
penence. 
. For there is a growing ~q wisdom and 

grace, 
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grace, after it is rooted and gronnded ; there-
1:. Cor. xv. fore, as the .doctrine of truth abideth in the 
'2. memory, even so the. growth of grace is; 

therefore the communion of faith strengthens 
faith, though faith lives of itself, yet every 
truth· is not obvious before it; for though it 
is a fountain of itself, yet ~olllething new and 
.rare may be presented to it by another, by 
~hewing the experiences of their faith to each 
.other. This provokes to love and good 
works. 

But as aforesaid, as to the principle of 
,saving faith in the knowledge of the true 
God, and that he is God, he needeth not any 
,to teach him after that faith is come; he need 
~lOt a school master of the law to teach Lim 
the ceremonial, for he hath the substance, 
1Iot the moral law; for tIle new law of faith · 
gives power to mortify sin, as I shall shew 
Jtereafter, if God permit, with life and health. 

Sixthly, As this new law is the only teacher 
of God's statutes, I having before shewed 
what God's statutes are, and in this last pro
~)erty of faith's teaching itself makes it clear, 
~o I need not proceed with it. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. I II. 

Shewing what that clean 10ater is, tltat's 
sp1'inltled upon tlte conscience, and the na
ture of baptism.-Lastly, tltis new law 
hath clean water sprinkled upon it, tf) 'make' 
it clean in heart and conscience, from sin 
and pollution. 

THlS new law of the light of life etf!rnat 
is, of a marvel10us virtue, it hath three 

things in it for the purifying the heart and 
conscience~ that is, water, blood, and spirit. 

The old heart hath also water, blood, and 
spirit in it to pollute it, for the old spirit 
lJath sent forth its water, but it makes not 
the heart flexible, but rather embitters its 
own , spirit; because it proceeds out of lakes 
and puddles, and so are but waters of strife. 

But the waters of the new spirit, purgeth 
these waters and fighteth against them, and 
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the blood of the new spirit fighteth against , _ 
the blood of the old. It is written by Ez~kiel, ~e, xu 

saying, When thou wast in thy blood 1 pitied 
thee~ and washed thee with water, and have 
thoroughly washed away thy blood . 

As 
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As there is water in the new spirit to wash 
away the water of the old spirit; so there is 
blood in the new spirit to wash away the blood 
of the old. 

Therefore, John doth say, that Christ had . 
r .Joh . i. 7. washed us from our sins in his own blood;> 

here we see, that blQod washeth away blood; 
we are also said to drin~ his blood, because 
our faith knows that Godhead Hfe was in it, 
and see our redemption by that life. 

llll. 1. S. 

There is also another virtue in this blood, 
for as the other blood made our souls as red 
as scarl~t, this makes them as white as wool . 
Also, the old blood in tile old heart increased 
the thirst of sin; SO the blood sprinkled into 
the conscieqce, quep.cheth the thirst of sin, 
and quickeneth the life of virtue. 

Again; as the new blood washeth away 
the old, even so, tile new spirit fighteth against 
the old ~nd breaketh it into pieces. James, 
saith~ The spirit that dwells in ij.S, lusteth to 
envy. Paul c~lls it by the n~me of flesh, be
c~use it mindeth fleshly thjlJgs~ and Paul set~ 
tbese two spirits, the on~ agajnst the otper; 
put it ~ust CQII!e to thjs jn the PQwer of this 
new Jjfe; th~t ope ' strQ~.~ of the n~w ~pjrit 
~r»~ ~jJl JJ'p by the he~lst ~nd Qrjng~ ji.$ heaQ 
to th.e ~QunQ . Thi~ js turning t}le worJq. 
upside dow". 

Again, as to !b,~ water 9f tlle spirit offajth , 
it 
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it is of such a divine nature, that whosoever 
hath his heart sprinkled with it, will be made 
clean by the purity of the water. 

Now it is not an outward material water 
that cleanseth from sin. The washing of 
water baptism did not cleanse from sin; fot' 
there was baptism with water because he was 
the end of the law. l'he tabernacle sprinkled 
with water and blood; these were the types 
of cleansing from sin by beliefin Jesus Christ. 
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The baptism of the spirit is truly gospel Matt. HI. 

baptism. John, he baptized with water be-
cause he was the end of the law, and so was 
the baptism of preparation for Christ in the 
confession of sin. 

But though Christ himself was baptized 
with water, because he was to fulfil therighte-Johlliv.1. 
ousness of the law, yet he himself did baptize , 
none with water; but his baptism was with 
the spirit of divine faith. Neither did Christ 
command his disciples to observe the baptism 
of water, but promises the power to baptize I. Cor.i.IG 
with the Holy Gho~t, and with fire. 

And Paul himself thanketh God the Lord 
Jesu~, that he had baptized few with water 
baptism, for saith he, Christ, my God, sent 
me, not to baptize but to preach the gospel; 
the water of which being the only bapti'sm; , 

It is the water of regeneration that is the 
laver that washefh away our sins; this is 

u sanctuary 
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sanctuary water that David would be washed 
with . 

Although the ordinance of baptism was 
made part of God's worship for a time, as a 
shadow of the substance of spiritual worship; 
for the baptism did no more avail than the 
outward circumcision, but as that was a type 
or witness of the inward cleansing by the' 
water of the spirit in the faith of Jesus. 

And it is eviuent, that was bllt preparative 
Joitniii.30 to repentance and the true spiritual baptism; 

because it is said, that as Christ's baptism 
should encr~ase, so the baptism of John 
should decrease. 

Now, it is also evident, that the outward 
baptism was to continue for a time; because 
the apostles judged it necessary and requisite 
that the worship of the Gospel should be vi
sible to the end, that the sound thereof and 
practice should spread all over the world, for 
a witness against the despisers thereof. As 
also it was an outward badge, with the break-

. ing of bread of the true disciples and fol
lowers ofChl'ist; so that they might be known 
to be christians indeed, and were ahle to suffer 
for their faith. :For it was requisite they 
should have a visible worship for a time; see
ing that the invisible Lord Gou had clothed 
his spiritual body with pure human flesh, and 
so visible amongst them. 

Again, 
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Again, Christ himself a little before his 
-death did declare, that outward worship 
should cease, saying, that the time was just 
.at hand, wh{;ll tl'lle worshippers should wor
'Ship the Father (meaning his Godhead spirit) 
in spirit and truth. 'Vhere must dipping and 
sprinkling with material water be then; see
ing the spirit doth all alone. 

But saith the national Priests, Christ bid 
his disciples to baptize all nations in the 
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; 
and also, lle mid, he that believed and was 
baptized, should be saved. 

In answer hereto, Christ bidding his ois
.ciples to baptize all nations, did not name 
tl) ? baptism .of J .ohu, or water baptism; for 
he told theln that at the time, he should send 
them the Holy Ghost. Then they should 
baptize with that Holy Ghost. 

And where saith Mark, chap. xvi. 16, He 
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved. 
He doth not speak of the water baptism (as 
to my faith), because the following words are 
thus; but he that believeth not, shall be 
{lamned; never speaking of baptism. The 
word faith was the only baptism,-but he 
that believeth shall not be damned. 
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Even so, Peter preaching Jesus to the mul- Acl-e 

titude, saying, repent and be baptized every 
.. one of you, in the ~ame of Jesus Christ f.or 

tl1e 
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the remission of sins. Then they that re
ceived his word were baptized; and the same 
day were converted three thousand souls. 

I cannot tlaink Peter left preaching to go 
to baptize; / neither can I think that three 
thousand souls were baptized with water bap
tism that day. 

But their rec-eiving his word gladly was 
the baptism, Eot but" some might be baptized 
with water, yet the belief of the word, that 
was the chief baptism; and the remission of 
sins and the Apostle's baptism, was with the 
Holy Ghost and with nre. 'Vith a fire of 
love to thos~ that receive them, that is, that 
faith and love might enable tbe~ to suffer the 
fiery trial, which is the christian baptism. 

To conclude, then it is not the water of the 
I . Pet.i.18 font or laver, that being corruptible; but the 
19, ~3, incorruptible water of faith; it is that which 

maketh christians. 
John xiii, The water of the font doth not make cbris
~ev. i. 5. tians or churches; stone wans doth not make 
~h~~~i~~' churches, nor the holy water of Rome or 
[>, !l. England, doth not made christians. 

But the water that waketh christians pro
ceeds from tIle fountain of life; even the Lord 
Jesus. Here is the bath, the balsam, !the 
blessing, and blessed baptism. 
. Away with outward worship; outward 
worshippings are JlOW of no value; ' onoe tl1E1Y 

were 
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were serviceable in their places; but now 
there is no place left for it. When the spirit 
did assist, it was useful; but now the spirit 
is withdrawn from it, and gone out of that 
pa th, and Jeft us a dead letter, and a dead 
ordinance. 

}"or what good doth the pouring of water 
on a man, when the spirit is not poured into 
a man. The spirit being gone out o£ that 
old path of assisting visible worship, and is 
HOW lor au invisible spiritual wOl'ship, suiting 
Lest with an invisible spiritual Lord God 
Christ Jesus, now upon the throne of immor
tal glory in another world, blessed for ever
more. 

But you that are under the teachings of 
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Joh. iv. 14 
the spirit, are g iven to see where the true Heb. x. 22 

spiritual baptism doth tlow. For in Jesus ~.v . 22. 

Christ is the tl'Ue fountain opened, from 
whence our fountain is supplied; drawing 
streams into itself, which will become riv~j'~ 
in us; according as the wdls are digged, anq 
our hearts are open to receive it. 

Thus do you see the mystery pf faith in 
its true baptism; keep that therefore in a 
pure conscience; for this is the law of ~he 
spirit of faith, that frees fr9m the law of ~in 
and death . ' ' 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Of tlte ' law of sin, called tlte body of'silt, 
and its several Members. 

AS there is the law of faith, so on the other 
hand, there is a law of sin and death; 

and there is war between them till the one 
is overcome; for faith fights against the old 
spirit of canlal reason, and leaves not off 
until it hath conquered, kiJIed, or subdued it 
unto obedience. 

Now, the Jaw of sin is calJed by the name 
of the body of sin, as the law of faith is called 
the body of faith; the new creature or new 
man. Now each of these men have their 
members; every particular Sill in the old man 
is ca1Ied a member; and as the body of faith 
doth consist of many members; even so, the 
body of sin doth consist of many members 
also. 

Now the~e members, fruits, or effects of 
the body of sin, are reckoned up in the scrip
tures to be many; and you will find them in 
their motions. But then they are to be re
sisted before they get power~ by the contrary 
members, fruits, and effects of the body of 

divine 
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divine faith, to crush those cockatrice eggs 
'before they become stinging serpents. 
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And then you may hold forth the mystery lsa. ii. 19. 

of faith with a pure conscience; for it is not 
faith as to a dogmatical notion that avails, 
for that the devil have; notwithstanding their 
corrupt members as aforesaid. 

But it is faith as to the practical point, 
being made adherent and sealed in the pure 
conscience, and so acts in purity. For if the 
heart be corrupt, tlle actions will be evil; 
though the words may be sometimes as seem
ingly good, being but as fig leaves to cover 
off'; seen sin, and felt service. 

Therefore, in order for your trial, I shaH 
present the law of sin before you in its parti
culars members; shewing it~ work and wages. 
And then shall present unto you who have 
adhered unto the law of faith, or entered into 
its power and virtue, work and wage~, in order 
~o the subduing the enemy. The law of sin 
and death, or sin which bringeth death, whose 
members are, as follows. 

1. Adultery. 5. Strife. 9. Pride. 
2. Fornication. 6. Envy. 10. Witchcraft. 
3. Lasciviousness. 7. Hatred. II. Idolatry, 
4. Wrath. 8. Covetousness. 12. Heresy. 

Of each of these in orderr and for the first in the 
following Cha.pter. 

CL AP. 
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CHAP. v. 
Shewing that Adultery is one oft/w Members 

of the body of sin wltich 1nust be manifest:t 
and how. 

The law THE moral law saith, Thou shalt not com-
speakl to mit adultery· tbis voice ~peaks to the 
SID. , 

~~:: !~5. seed and nature of reason, which is sin; and 
Rom. vii. can do nothing but sin, if it hath not received 
21, &llii. 
21. faith to suppress anu subdue it. }'or both 

In. iv.1.a. 

these men or laws do shew themselves in the 
heart, wl.ich is tIle house they work in, and 
according as the law of faith quickens, the 
law of sin dies. 

Of tile mution of silt. 
"ow, the motion precedes the action; fOf:t' 

before the action is committed, there arises 
] ust in the seed. Now the work of the law 
of faith is, to stop the motion before it comes 
into action; therefore, when a temptation 
comes; either from without or from within; 
then the stilJ and low voice of faith speaks 

Gen. forth in. itself, saying, as Joseph said, Shalf 
xxxix. 9. 

I do snch wickedness', and sin against God. 
The begi.1(ning of sin, how mortified. 

Mat. ui. Therefore, when an unchaste motion in the 
2~,&v 29 

law of sin ariseth, then mind your quickened 
life 
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life of faith, that it may resist and subdue it. I..Pet. iii. 

And say, as Christ said to Peter's slp,ful mo- 2.4. 

tion, Get thee behind me satan. If he will 
not obey and come behind, then pluck out 
his right eye and cast it away, for that is one 
of the members of the body of sin; fOl' either 
chastity or lust must die. Chastity is the 
member of Hlith. Lust is the member of cor-
rupt reason, the devil. 

Therefore exercise yourselves in the spirit 
of chastity, and be ever watchful, for your 
life is a warfill'e. Keep up the life of faith, 
and sin shall not domineer in lust and con
cupIscence. 

Set before you, examples of old, and see 
what it hath cost your forefathers, who have 
been left toJall into that sin of David's. You P ... n.6. 

may read how the moral law handled him; 
that old law condemned the old heart. He 
was in the lowest hell until the Lord sent a 
pardon to him by his Prophet. It made him 
go mourning aU the day long, and to water 
his couch with his tears. It is said, that he 
roared for grief. 

Therefore keep the fear of the Lord in that 
spirit of faith ever before you, and you will 
prevent these two hell-hounds, murder and 
adultery. } .... or the fear of the Lord is the spirit 
of Jove, which quenches the heat of sin before 
It comes to a flame. 

w But 



1~ THE MYSTERY OJ? FAITH. , 

But if you mind not the oil in your lamps,. 
your light will gO' oot if you grow slothful 
and negligent; and if you should mind to 
know, rather than to do, aDd so, not keep 
the conscience pure; how soon then, may the 
evil spirit be at wO'l'k. and if it should, what 
win you dO', for your torments will be inex
pressibly great; also, you will not know 
whethel~ you shan ever get from under it. 

And this, must I further say, that it will 
prove rare if any recover from the act of 
adultery, after humiliation and profession of 
faithl; and that of murder is more difficult . 

But . whoever hath got his unction or 
anointing oil that John speaks of, are made 

I John. ii. SO strong by it, in the virtue of that word of 
20. 14 . 

J·aIIltlliii . faith abiding in them; as that it overcomes 
that wicked Qne O'r lustful devil. These dO' , 
a~ James saith, Resist the devil. For the 
devil lays in lust. 

CHAP. V I. 

Of fornication" a member of sin, and how 
mortified. 

SECONDLY, Another member O'fthe body 
of sin O'r the devil, is fornication . This 

is a sin that wraps the SO'ul in the mantle Qf 
death, 
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death, where the worm never dies, if faith 
gets not power to purge it out. 

We read of one, who after the profession 
offaitb, had committed f'Ornication; bim Paul ' 
ordered t'O be Heft unt'O satan. What satan 
was that'~ why the spirit .'Of fornicati'On with 
the condemnation 'Of the -l:iW in it; f'Or that 
spirit that c'Ommitted -the a~t was the devil, 
under the ~ame of satan.. For ;5.atan signifies 
the tempter, and the devil a des~rpyer. 
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Thus was the fornicator de1iver~ ~'O the I. Cor ..... 

oevil for the destruction 'Of tbe devil; that is, (). 
he was left unt'O that lustful sin, and to tJ'te 
Jaw written in tJlat lust; t'O be let loose upo~ 
th.at soul f'Or that sin; and S'O hell, death , 

. deviJ , aIld damnation lay upon him. All 
~omto\'t was fled from him; the church dis
Qwn~d him; his own conscience accused him; 
hel \'s mouth was open against him; and the 
L'Ord had forsaken him. In that the spirit 'Of 
faith was quenched, and so could do n'Othing 
but m'Ourn and grieve. 

And long it was, before that feebled faith 
had got strength t'O destr'Oy that lustful devil, 
and to remove the law and get fell'Owship with 
the church again. 

In his bles.Ying 10 his children. 
The like was with Judah, Jac'Ob's SOD, he 

being overc'Ome with lust, c'Ommitted f'Omica
, WD; but what was the issue of that foul 8in ? 

wa~ 
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,was it not a burthen 1.0 him as long a,5 lle 
lived; and though the guilt was removed; 
yet the sense of guilt remained upon the me
mory, and was the cause of griet: and upon 
every affliction, lie saw his filUlt and looked 

, upon it as a rod to scourge him for his sin. 
Fly. therefore, youthful lusts; resist that 

sin with the spirit of chastity, and it will fly 
from you . 

AH viciousness dwells in the desire of lust, 
because it hath no understanding in it; the 
spirit of lust is a deceitful devil; it looks with 
a face of love, whilst it strikes with a poisoned 
dart. Like the bait Qf the angler, who the 
more tQ deceiye the tish, covers the hooks. 

Wherefore, to prevent this, if a motion of 
lust arise, then repair with all spep.d to the 
law of the spirit of chastity, for a virgin life 
of chastity. And this, likewise, you may 
know, that if evil motions do arise from its 
seed of fallen reason; yet you need not be 
troubled at an evil motion' as at ap evi I action; 
for an evil motion, though it be troublesome 
to a pure conscience, yet if it keeps from ac
tion by a good motiQl1, when it appears, it 
quencheth evil and produ~eth peace. 

I will n()t s~y, pappy is the 1I)an or woman 
tJmt hath il0 evil motions, because there is 
pone that is void of all; Wor, if so, heaven i5 
attained and the conBict of war is oyer) tJut 

I say, 
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I say, lJapPY are all those that when an evil 
motion arises in the soul, that then forthwith 
a good motion starts up, and saith, thou shalt 
not Jo so and so, and thus suppress it, and 
prevents the action, and so the law is not 
urokell; for the law condemneth not for 
thoughts, but deeds. 

Many people do err exceedingly, l.y be
]ieving' that an evil thought doth break the 
law; but the evil thou~ht doth not break the 
law, as " en as the evil deed, and this belief 
oftheirs occasions much wickedness, for when 
they conceive they have broke tIle law, by 
lusting after a woman; they npon this, let 
loose the reins of their lu t, and so contmit 
the act of adultery and 10rnication. 
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But notwithstanJing sin's blindness; yet 
the enlightened soul knows that there is a ~8~~~~i.i. 
difference between the motion of sin, and the 9 . 

. action of sin. By tllis, are those two places 
of John reconciled; in the one he saith, He 
that is born of God sinnetl. not; tlJe other 
saith, That he that saith, he h~th no sin, is 
a liar. That is, he that hath no motion or 
lust to sin, is a liar; but as to the action, he 
sinneth not; because .the seed of faith abideth 
in );1im, and sufferetl} not an evil motion to 
break forth into action, but curbs it in time, 
as aforesaid. .! 

Therefore, you that have the seed of faith 
In 
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in the spirit of purity, abiding in you; you 
will keep yourselves from pollution by it, that 
the wicked one touch you not. }'or if you 
are crucified with Christ; then is the body 
of sin destroyed. For the will of Christ is 
your sanctification and purity. 'I'herefore, 
possess ye, your vitals in sanctification and 
honour; for you are called into hoJiness and 
bought with a price. 

CHAP. VII. 

Of lasciviousnes, tlte nature of it, and }LOW 

to be mortified. 

THIRDLY,-Lascivionsness is another 
branch of the body of sin, it lays much 

in the motion of lust, which leads to wick
edness; so tbat if this be subdued, neither 
adultery nor fornication can be committed. 

I shall treat a little of this, because it sHews 
the symptoms of lust; and is as the glass of 
the mind to discover what is within US; so 
that sin -may be seen in the bud, so that it may 
be cut down in time, or the company it is 
seen in, may be fled from, as from one that 
hath the phtgue; for it ever precedes fornica
tion or adultery. 
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This vice appears in the outward carriage; ka. iii. 1& 

fly, therefore, all wanton company, and ab-
stain from a lofty and flittering carriage, and 
use modesty, grace, and sober discourse; it is 
concupiscence that bringeth audacious bold-
ness, and a wanton eye is a forerunner of it. 

There are several vices which match them-
selves into couples, as chambering and wan
tonness. Secondly, strife and envy. Thirdly, Rom .lIiiL 

drunkenness and gluttony, but we are to 13. 

put on the Lord Jesus, and make no pro i-
sion for these works of the flesh. For drUll k
enness and idleness are the chief provocations, 
but lust and wantonness they ever add more 
fuel to the fire . 1'he woman that lives in 
pleasure, is dead while she lives. 

Of wantonness. 
"Vantonness is inconsistent with gravity, 

and gravity is a fruit of faith; whosoever 
makes a profession of faith, and are still for 
wantonness and pleasure, they are dead to 
what they profess. 

Therefore, said Panl, the younger widows 
refuse, for when they have began to wax wan
ton against Christ, they will marry; having 
damnation, because they have cast off their 
first faith. 

From this place some have imagined that 
second marriages are unlawful, but they are 
mistaken; for no other marriage is unlawful 

but 
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but that which marries into ] ust and concu
pIscence. 

The widow that waxes wanton , becomes 
wicked, and then if tlley marry, they marry 
in the devil and not in the Lord; for such as 
are widows indeed, will marry with none to 
forsake the faith, for that brings damnation. 

Therefore hold fast the mystery of faith 
in a pure and chaste soul, that lasciviousness 
may be destroyed, and wantonness repulsed 
throu~h abstinence. 

CHAP. VIII. 

Of anger and wrath, theil' description, and 
how distinguished. 

FOURTHLY, The old spirit meeting with 
opposition, immediately begets these 

spirits, as anger, wrath, strife, hatred, and 
murder. Anger kindles into wrath; wrath 
into strife; strife into hatred; and hatred into 
murder. 

Now you are to understand in the first 
place, the nature of anger and wrath, but as 
they are from the root; for faith when it meets 
with opposition; sends forth or begets aug-el' 
and wrath, and i~ is not evil when set agai nst 

evil; 
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evil; for every good man hath an indignation 
agait:lst wickedness. 

Wrath distinguished. 
But wrath as it rises from the law of sin; 

is one thing, and diiff'rent from the wrath 
that arises from the law of faith; therefore, 
we are to distinguish between these two fires 

For wrath in the seed·of faith burns against 
sin, as well in itself as in another, hating its 
own thoughts, and its own self when it finds 
resistance againstthat received true light and 
life, the law of faith. For faith loves purity, 
and hates impurity, where ever it appears. 

Again, faith's anger and wrath is not for 
the destroying any man's person, but the 
wrath arises against the evil in his person, but 
not against his person, and so, upon the ceas
in~;, the evil is reconciled, and so in wrath, 
can remember mercy. 

But on the contrary, the wrath that kindles 
in the law of sin, it is not against evil, but 
only that which it- esteems to be evil; and 
whatsoever is in opposition to its own nature, 
it fights against; and not only agaill~t the evil 
nature or quality, but against the person also; 
and so would hang, kill, and slay, and so iM. 
that, wrath can remember no mercy. 
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Again, . the seed of faith's wrath arises Paa. ~xiiJ! 

against blasphemy, and is executed againsd;r. xviii. 

the blasphemer, with a seal of death upon 23. 

x the 
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Il.TimiY-ihe consciElllce of the blasphemer, and so 
14. ~easeth. 

I. Kin.xxii Now, on the other hand, that wrath that 
:~~ . xviii. arises upon this, (in the seed of reason who 
2
A
3'

t 
.. . committed the blasphemy) doth as an ov~n 

C • XXIl1. 

16. burn to consume its enemy, root and branch, 
that hath sealed him to a punishment here
after, when time is no more. 

Dut on, the contrary, faith ceaseth from 
wrath, and patiently receiveth the others 

Rom.xii. wrath, and all injuries done against him. and 
19. 

leaves the execution to God, seeing all ven-
geance is his. 

Application. 
Therefore, these things considered, let not 

wrath arise in yon, but w}mt is against evil, 
resist that evil; but as to punishment resist 
not, but exercise yourselves with patience, 
fret not yourselves against evil doers, and use 
no clamour or quarrelling, or evil lang'uage, 
for snch wrath only rested) in the bosom of 
fools; but be calm and quiet, for neglect will 
sooner kill an enemy, Ulan revenge . 

. To vex other men is but to teach them how 
to vex you. When a dog barks at you, let 
him alone, -and he will soon have done, but 
if you resist him, you will make him the 
worse. 

Let the good spirit of faith, love, patience, 
and pity, guide you. in all ways that are good; 

keep 
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keep to faith and hold fast the mystery of 
faith in a pure conscience, according to my 
text, and it will not only give wisdom, but 
power to subdue ;111 rancQur and malice, and 
lead you in the peaceable ways of godliness, 
where no perturbations of wipd is, but joy for 
evermore. 

CHAP. IX. 

Of .~trife and debate, and from, whence it 
arisetlt, and of its .fruits and ~ffects. 

17] 

F IF'rHLY, Strife and d~bate flows out OfStrifeiJI 
. the old spirit or law of sin. This is a ~~e:;;.~~. 

fruit of wrath, beware of it, a wrathful man Tale bear
stirs up strife; and as wrath stirs up strife, so ingstira

tb up wra . 

does tale-bearing stirup both wrath and strife. 
It is the property of a good spirit, and a 

wise heart to conceal secrets, but the impru
dent and talkative divulge all; therefore, if 
you would live in peace, hear, see, and say 
little; mind things at home; watch the heart; 
there is enou'gh to do there, for keeping the 
conscience pure and undefiled for the place 
of the work of the mystery of faith. 

Cherish love, and kill strife. 
Therefore, water the ground and cherish 

love 
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Jove in the angel of peace, and strite wil1 not 
defile you, though it arises from a seeming 
purity, in a profession of fait]) and worship. 

Seeming holiness discovered,by strife. ' 
} .... or the devil transformed himself into an 

angel of light that he might appear holy; 
but, in that he manageth his religion from 
I)is rational wisdom and burning zeal, and 
fiery strife; he is thereby discovered to be 
counterfeit gold; his work is the mystery of 
iniquity. 

False religion lies in strife and (lebate. 
For al1 opinion in religion grounded from 

the old spirit, in a legal seeming righteous
ness are managed in strife, and those that are 
the sharpest in wit, are the strong'est in strife. 

Have vou not heard that aI1 the seven ., 
anti-churches here in Europe, and more espe
cially here in England, do fight one against 
the other; anti-christianing one another, and 
cursing one another in their pulpits; accusing -
one another~ · and condemning one another 
for false prophets and false priests, when as 
to the discerning ·seed, they.,are all false; all 
of Babel, and nothing but Babel and strife, 
and the angel of sti·ife rules over them. 

All the learning of reason is for strife; a1l . 
University learning is for strife, who shalJ be 
uppeqnost, who shall be greatest in church 
and st~te, in rhetoric and logic. 
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'Vhich is to make black, white, and to turn 
t ruth into a lie, and a lie into truth? who 
runs into fruitless arguments and dis~inctions, 
and dote about questions and strife of words, 
and refineJ eloquence. 

Strive not with talkative men. 
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Therefore, beware of this spirit of conten
tion and strite of words of a glittering and 
guiJded language; for all is not gold that 
glitters, nor all is not lead that looks duJ] ; 
fpr truth is plain and needs no gloss upon it. 
A plain downright declaration of the founda
tion of faith, takes flot with them; never 
strive with them; for it is a certain ~nd infal
lible rule, that strife and contention never 

. Faith and 
prpught any to the true faIth; for how should ~Irife ~re 
. h " f I .!'.. I' 1 f TI 1OeOn81&t . It, w en It IS out 0 t le lalta Itse. lere- cnt. 

fore go n~ further wit~ a wrangling person, 
than yea or nay; for if he is contentious, he 
Jleithe.· knows truth as h~ ~lIght, neither is he 
fit to hear a heavenly and divjl~e truth, whilst 
he is subject to quarrel with it. . 
The effects of strife is confusion; the effect 

of faith the direct con~rar!J. 
Therefore, what is the ' en~ of strife, but 

confusion, and every eyil 'work; for why 
should we stl'ive about word; whilst we ha,'e 
the value of those wo~p.s, which are peace 
and quietness. . '. 

Therefore, it is certain, none strive about 
. religion, 
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religion, but such as are void of true religion, 
who have !l-ot this faith to hold in a pnre con
science; for undefiled religion is to relieve 
the afflicted with hands of innocency, with 
the heart of faith and love, without the spot, 
stain, or strife, debate or envy, 

Applied. 
Therefore hold fast the mystery of faitl. in 

Psa. xviii . a pure conscience and it will deliver you 
~3 . , 

from the strivings of the people, and pre-
serve you from the strife of tongues, and the 
world's Babel. 

CHAP. X. 

Of envy, artd its nature. 

SIXTHLY, Envy is another member ofthe 
body of sin, being a foul unclean spirit 

and must be mortified, it must be watched , 
that it rise not again, because the root is not 
rooted all out. 

The e.lfect of envy are tltree. 
Faith hath need of all its weapons, and it 

must be a strong one too that. cuts off envy. 
Envy is a fretting curseq spirit, for first it 

makes a man's sonl to grow savage; secondJy, 
it spoileth the countenance, waJ<ing a man 

look 
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look aghast as if he was affrighted. 'fhirdly, 
it breedeth ",ar 'and sets the blood on fire, 
and then neither sober reason nor faith can 
rule" for it bereaveth a man of his wits. This 
reason figbteth against it!ll own reason, when 
sober; this envy is the very state of hen; Env bow 

this is the passion of devils; mortify it there- morlfied. 

fore, and let it 'not reign a moment, the way 
of deliverance is by going out of that house 
of Belial, and going into the house of God; 
into the lleart, where the fear of the Lord is 
writ in the knowledge and wisdom of Jesus 
Christ; and then the evil spirit of envy will 
fly from you, for it cannot stand in the pre-
sence of the Lord, that is, in the presence of 
the Jaw 'of faith. 

Riches and honor, the seeds of envy. 
Two things there are, tllat are the seeds of 

envy, and these are riches and honor; this 
beg'ets envy in the poor or such as are under 
affliction. David began to be a little tainted 
with envy, when he saw the flourishing con
dition of the wicked, and the poor was neg
lected, and the upright but laughed to scorn 
by the rich and honourable. 

That evil seed was quickened of the relicts 
of the body of sin before mortified, which 
made him think that God was not just in his 
distribution; but presently, upon his return 
into faith~s sanctuary, then did he • his 

error, 
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efl'Qr, and called himself a foolish man (as 
from that upstart spirit) for those his thoughts, 
and a madman for his envy. 

7'lte doctrine applied. 
Therefore, you that have faith formed in 

you, hold it fast in a pure conscience, and 
then envy cannQt arise so as to rest upon you; 
if you are poor and others are rich, let not 
the seed of envy arise so as to fret you at it, 
for your poverty will be great riches, when 
their riches are but poverty. If they are 
honorable, disdain them not, nor envy them 
in the leas~" for their honor will be quickly 
in the dust, ~hen, as your memorial shall be 
for ever. 

A little while and things shall be·changed 
perhaps upside down; it may faU out that 
you may here have temporal as well as spi
ritual riches, and then you are sure to meet 
with envy enough upon you, but it had better 
be upon you, than in you . 

Then you may say, as a sober rich man 
once said, I ha.d rather, said he, my enemies 
did envy at my prosperity, than my friend at 
my poverty; lam certain you bear me no ill 
will, that I am not as you are; but it is be
cause you cannot be as I am. 

CHAP. 
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CH'AP. XI. 

Of /tat'red and '11t:urd'cr. 

SEVENTHLY, Hatred and murder are, 
two other members of the body of sin. 

This murder is a fruit of anger, wrath, and 
strife, contention and envy; therefore, with
out these, murder cannot be committed; it 
is said, Cain was wrath, and then slew his 
brother in wrath, (s~id one of Cain's progeny) 
I slew a man, for that wrath is the devil; 
wrath is the slayer and destroyer. 

Murder difined. 
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Murder is the finisher of the sin of the lust Isa. i. IS. 

of wrath. Wrath is evil in the s~ed, but a 
damned devil in tlle deed, if faith recJaim 
~ot; but if any ~hould fall from the faith to 
murder, I know not how they will rise to 
faith again; but I shall speak of hatred ~s an 
inlet to murder. 

Faith's doctrine is, he that hateth his bro- I. Joh .iil . 

ther of the faith with him, is a man-slayer, 16. 

and whilst he hates his brother, eterna) life 
abides not in him, for if it did, he could not 
bate; for the seal . of life dwells in love, bl,lt 
the seal of death lives in hatred . 

y There 
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There is a two-fold hatred from the two 
seeds, or law of faith and sin; but he that 
professeth' faith, and hates his brother in that 
faith, be hates God, and that hatred of his is 
the hatred of hell; and so may be ca]]ed a 
manslayer; for he slays the man child; he 
slays the faith. This is the bane of godli
ness and crucify's faith uuder the pretence of ' 
faith. 

If any of the faith commit a fault, must 
~fat , v,22, he hate him jor that fault; i(any of the faith ~ 

in some particular thi11gs be ignorant, none 
but the proud will call him a fool. 

I. Per, ii. 
17. 

Marks of the t'l'ue churclt 
Now the mark of the true church is, love 

the brotherhood, fear God, honour the king-, 
and give honour to whom honour belongs; 
these are the three daughters of christianity. 

Therefore be rooted and grounded in love, 
and cherish the spirit of charity, and by it 
slay hatred; if you see any infinnities in any 
of your brethren, cover them witl} the mantle 
of love; and if you see them humbled, it is 

Hate, and not hating them, for alas, they hate them
hate not, selves for their backslidings. But if any bro

ther will be vindicating unrjghteousnes~, or 
pleading for fleshly liberty, or justifying an 
'error, have no fellowship with them, but re
prove them, but hate them 110t; yet hate their 
backsliding. 

Entertain 
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Entertain no .other hatred but what is 
against sin, for these two bodies are two men; 
faith and sin must Imve their hatred to each 
other; because they are contrary, and but one 
must l'eign; therefore there is war till one is 
snbdued. 

Hatred subdued, and "'ow. 
Therefore having the faith, hold it fast in 

.a pure conscience, and then no hatred will 
arise, that is, evil; but if the motion of ha
tred, that is, ~vi', should ~tart up, faith is in 
readiness to suppress it. 
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Therefore if you will hate, hate lies, hate Psa. v. f). 

.. . 1 h d & cxix, llllqUlty, late co:vetousness, ate envy, an cix. xi}". 

. f' I i'. I 1'h' h d lsa. lxi. 8 10 me, late .every Ja se way. IS atre Amos. Iv. 
you JDay hav.e as aforesaid, and it will never Hi, 

;,..,lispompose the soul, but on tlle contrary, 
subdues evil and settles the soul in perfect 
[u:ac.e. 

CHAP. XII. 

Of covetou,mess. 

EIGHTHLY, Covetousness is anotherltich .. 
member of the body of sin and is to be danger~? , Luk. V1l1. 

mortitied; for the love of riches stealeth away 14. 

the heart, and there is nothing which choketh 
thtj 
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the seed of faith and crusheth the new birtl}, 
as worldly cares. 

What call riches do for a man, they cannot 
.. ... deliver him in the day of trouble; nay, do 

r;V. XVlll. they not on the contrary, bring men into 
slavery; certainly said one, Riches must deli
ver me from no evil; if the possession of them 
take not away the longing for them. When 

Who .re Christ said, Blessed are the poor in 5pirit. 
r i9h. 

find those that thirst afl:er -righteousness. He 
give!§ us to underst~nd thereby those that have 
faith in his word, that no man is rich but he 

Content" that i5 poor. One drachm of the ~race of 
ment true If ' . th 
riches, contentment more t Ian 0 covetousness m . e 

soul over, and above the desire of any worldly 
wealth, is better than thousauds of gol~ and 
silver. 

Therefore covet not riches, but covet after 
J. Cor. xii. contentment, or as the Apostle saith, Covet 
a~. the pest gifts. '""oddly riches are not the 

, p~st "gifts; fpl' God distributes gifts in his 
~nger, lrh~~ ~hey ~re desired as the best and 
chiefest. ' 

J..'sa. cxix. But h~ld f~st t4~ gQldel1 grace of filith, be 
14. ' rich there; be rich in lQve and in the power 

of godl~n~ss~ ~orsa~~ all for this; if any thing 
~~apds in competition for truth, then forsake 
it for truth; be it father pr mother, hou e or 
lands, 'for house or lar~ds kept against truth, 

!~~t.XiX' will prove miserable; but riches lost for 
, truth's 
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truth1s sake is richly recompenced by more 
than a hundl'ed fqld. 

Again, what is gold ~nd silver but dross 
and d regs of the earth; and what are the 
world's fine satins and silks, but the dung of 
Yile worms; what are the best clothes, but 
the wool of sheep; and the best furs, but the 
skills of dead beasts. What are those painted 
palaces; those lofty towers and sumptuous 
buildings. Are they any thing' but the very 
~arth and dust? and is not this that which 
the serpent feeds on, or desires to feed 011 c~ 

Look to faith. 
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Contemplate,' and consider these things, . 
,and know further, that worJdJy love is but ~~;'il~:tii. 
enmity with God. Therefore look to the hold 9 . 

. of faith, and that in a pure cons-ciehce, for 
God gives faith to slay it. 

Renewed natu1'(~ is content witlt rt little. 
Our Jife is maintuined by a li.ttle, if .we Mat.viii. 

'lave food and raiment, and a place to sleep ~o~b.l:iii. 
in, it is enough; nature is content; a morsel 5. 

of bread and a draught of ~ater will keep 
us alive. 

Whoever paid use money (or w,ater, and 
onions to keep him alive, qr' 15tflryed for want 
offood~ certainly, PQt flPY tr~~ s~ryant of the 
~ord, unless such as r~Y~ beef! in prison, and 
~? prevented oLJibert! (or a season. 

Faith 
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Fait", the best pTolnise, 
('sa.. m.2U l~or this we know, that there is such a 
~. blessing of faith, that is ever preserved from 

a beggarly or thieving way; but hath a com
petency to live by one just calling or another; 
according to that saying of David, I have 
been young, (said David) but now I am old, 
yet I did never see the righteolls forsaken or 
their seed beg their bread. 

CHAP. XI I I. 

Of p1·ide. 

Pride t.be NINTHLY Pride is anothel' member of 
first.bor,l ' 

O~lhe De. the body of sin, that is, a most terrible 
'VII. 

Pea. x. ~J spirit; it is the very first born of the devil; 
18. f'} . d I it is 0 sue 1 a magmtu e, as t lat it may be 

called the body of sin itself; for it is the very 
canse and ground of many evils; as variance, 
hatred, and mischief; and from hence it is, 
that wrath may be calJed proud wrath; be
canse, it is hatched in pride. Also pride is 

D 
.... the occasion and cause of persecution and 

an ... . 32 

Dieu •• i. oppression. Pride was ever the great crying 
11, 17. 

crime of every nation, and was ever peculjar 
to all the seed of . the serpent, more or les~. 
Yet, though faith hath anger and wrath in it, 

as 
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as I have shewed before, yet it hath no pride 
in it at all, but the contrary nature, which is 
humility. 

1'herefore, if any pride appear in a saint" 
it is not from his saintship, but from his ser
pentship, even from that body of sin he had 
by nature, which faith is in continual war 
withal, until all the body of sin is destroyed., 

Mortify pride. 
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Therefore to resist pride, stir up the grace II. Pet. v. 

of humility. which lies low in itself in the ~hil.ji.8 
garden of your heart, and sutler not t11e weed Re ... X~~!. 

4 . & XVIII. 

of pride to grow there; but beat it down with ~!i- ii.l8. 

the spirit of humility; for it is a pernicious 23. 

evil; it is alse, a deceitful devil, .when it is 
decking itself in the garment of knowledge 
in a Pharisaical righteousness. 

Pride tlte fountain of alltviclterbtess. 
From hence flows all the spiritual wicked

ness in high places offallen angelical wisdom, 
and from hence comes pesrsecution for con
science sake, and from hence proud luciferian 
devils from their shew of holiness, do scorn 
all that are not of their mind, and subject to 
be ruled by them. 

And from hence it is the three next mem
bers of tIle body of sin~ witchcraft, idolatry> 
and heresy have their originals, and own theit
duty to pride or spiritual pride. 

Therefore resist pride, for where it gets 
head> 
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head, it rules by destruction and pl'ide, for 
it slays love, provoketh disdain, kindletb 
malice, confoundetll justice, and cond.emneth 
the innocent, 

Pride' S CTucifier; 
But you have not so learned by Christ, for 

the cross of Christ is pridejs crucifier; when 
the cross of Christ is magnified; then pride 

lsa. iv. 6. is mortified . And it is the spirit of humility, 
7. out of the life or body of faith that resistetla 

pride, and kill the devil or that devil. 
It is humility that makes saints, but it is· 

pride that makes devils. Pride puffs up, but 
it is' humility that pricks the bladder, and 
lets fortb all the puffing wind, therefore hold 
iast the faith, and you will be c10thed with 
humility; when faith Lriugs forth humility, 
then the conscience is purified, and faith is 
as it should be. As Paul .willed to be with 
Timothy, sealed in a pure con§cience where 
it works the work of life, not for life, but 
from life. 

Therefore, let this humility fight against 
that Goliah and mighty giant, this Appolian 

CoI.iii.12. the destroyer; for pride, revenge, arrogullcy, 
or ambition, are the destroying angels ; but 
humility, meekness, patience, and low] 'ness 
are the good angels of the Lord in the spirit 
of faith, to give you. the viCtOl'Y' 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Of 'witchcraft. 

TENTHLY, Witchcraft is another member 
of the body of sin. Now there is a two

fold witchcraft, a spiritual and a natural; an 
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the world lies under the one or the other of these Witfcth
t
-cra wo 

witchcrafts. There is none free from them, fold: 

but sueh as hold the mystery of faith in a 
pure conscience. It will now be too tedious 
to shew the several kinds of witchcraft, but 
there is no necessity to do it here, because I 
have treated largely on in my Treatise of 
Truth 1.'riumph. 

Witchcraft, its original. 
Only this you may know, that all witch- Aets viii. 

S, 9,13, 
craft is from the spirit that is in man, from Jet', xxiii. 

16.26. 
this body of sin, and not from a spirit that is 
without a man. Every man carries a witch 
in his own spirit of reason, and if his reason , 
or imagination of reason, rule wholly in him, 
he is sure to be bewitched. If his carnal na
ture acts religion, then he is bewitched by 
it; and whosoever submits to worship accord-
ing as imagination dictates and commands, 
they are under spiritual witchcraft. 

z Those 
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Gal. iii. 1. 'I'hose Galatians that turned to the worship 
of the Jaw, were bewitched by the teachers 
of the law, and those teachers were bewitched 
by their imagination. 

What it is lltat dotlt bewitch. 
In a word, what is witchcraft but deceit; 

and what 'i~ deceit but a witch. Carnal love 
is a witch; drunkenness is a witch; the spirit 
of whoredom is a witch; every member of 
the body of sin is a witch, and is bewitched 
by its own seed, or by the overpowered reason 
of another. 

Faith, free from, witchcraft. 
Therefore, in order for your being pre

served from all witchcraft in you, or upon you , 
hold fast the faith in a pure conscience, and 
then neither reason, nor the imaginations of 
reason, within or without you, can deceive' 

!:~g~~~ you; for, if you set not your reason to ima
;;:;titch gination in things beyond its reach, you can

not be bewitched; for, it is imagination that 
forms the witch. 

Faitlt ltills the witclt. 
But it is written in the law, that witches 

Exo. xxii. are to be put to de~th; therefore let your spirit 
IS. of knowledge in faith put this imagination 

witch to death, that wouJd <Jraw you from the 
simplicity of truth; but if your faith is lively, 
neither can you be bewitched by that degree 
of witchcraft, which is caned sophistry or 

evaSIOn . 
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evasion, You can receive no hurt from those 
clark spirited witches, nor by those whose 
witchcraft lies in their destroyed nature; who 
being born under such ,malevolent planet, as 
well as from a corrupt seed and line, that 
poison with their eye, through its evil influ
ence. I say you need fear no such, for those 
that have faith are above their power. 

Therefore bold fast faith in a pure consci
ence, and it will subdue all witchcraft that 
flows from wicked imaginations within, and 
shall reign over ~1l witchcr~ft 'Yithout, 

CHAP. XV. 

Of idolatl'Y' 

ELEVENTHLY, Idolatry is anothermem-
ber of the body of sin, of which we are 

to be aware; for that is in the worshipping ~ 
false God, or th~ true God falsely. Now, 
after faith is attained, the covenant entered, 

. the trne God, and his true worship known; 
to fall from that worship is idolatry, and to 
fall from their faith in God, is heresy. 

Idolat'ry and heresy defined. 
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Idolatry is so odious in nature, that Peter 
. bI d 'd 1 b II I Pet.iv.. calls it abomma e; an I 0 atry was y a 3. . 

the Prophets ever counted ab{)minafile. 
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God gave the nation of the Jews a law of 
worship, but how soon were they turned from 
it, and committed idolatry; for which he was 
wrath against them, to destroy them; God is 
more jealous of that sin than any other. Let 
us consider the nature of it. 

Nature of idolatry . 
Idolatry is so great an evil as to rob God 

to clothe the devil, and to save its life, it 
looses it; for it wounds the conscience and 
,ki1ls the peace of it; if faith in it's God do 
not stand above all. 

Go not to idol temples. 
Therefore, he that bows the knee to Baal, 

falls from God; they are ignorant that think 
Isa, xlii,] 1 'h t h t' I h . d 
Rev. xviii. t ey may go 0 t e na IOna wors IP, an yet 
4 . . ~erve God in spirit; it i~ but from the spirit 

pf the body of sin that such a thought comes 
from; for what is it that carries the body to 
an idol temple, is it not the spirit; and it 
cannot 'b~ ~ good spirit, but an evil spirit of 
idolatry; '~pd fe~r, which cal'lses that idolatry. 
, Th~r,~(ore go you not to the world's temple 
of stone,: for ' you know that your God is not 
there; therefore, ~hy ~hpuld spiritual righte
ousness give place t'o spiritual wickedness. 
. Be wise and knowing. 

Consider then, the nature of things; for as 
faith and certainty comes from the lrue God, 
~o imagination ahd thinking, flows ti'om a 
. ,. false 
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fa15e God. Therefore what fellowship can Exo. viii. 

there be between Christ and Belial; away li:cor, iv. 
therefore with the world's God1 and the world's ~~sam.v. 
worship; for the ark of God and Dagon can- 3 . 

not stand together. 
Learn of fait/to 

If a temptation, either from witbout or 
ii'om within, should excite you to the national 
worship, saying to you, that you will be un- ~6~b . xii. 

done, or the like; then let the spirit of faith 
ill its purified conscience make answer and . 
say; away from me, ye wicked thoughts; 
p.way from me, ye workers of iniquity. What 
js this world to me, who have tasted of the 
world to come. 'Vhat is the friendship of 
this world; it is but as dying. I value it not 
The reproaches of Christ is to me great riches, 
for if I loose my life here, I shall find it again, 
when he, that my soul adores, shan come, 
who hath given me (aith to b~lieye, to do, and 
to suffer. 

Thus, if you hold fast the faith in a pure 
con5cience, it will speak for itself, and be for 
it's Lord, and not for ~mother man or the body 
~f sin, but will h~te backsliding and every false Text. 

way; for ~ purified faith or working faith win 
hold its own secure, its interest with power, 
to th~ great honour of his God, the Lord 
J'esus Christ, blessed for ever.-Amen, APlen, 
Amen . 
... 0' ~ • 

CHAIt 
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CIIAP. XV I. 

Of /i,eresy. 

Who~re T\VELFTHLY, and lastly, another meln_ 
I-Ieretlcks. ber of the body of sin, is heresy; all 

faJse churches yet call themselves christialls, 
have their original from the spirit of heresy; 
altllOugll in this latter age they cannot pro
perly be called hereticks, because they never 
oWlleu the truth; so they go under the name 
of idolaters or false worshippers, by those that 
know truth, rather than iJereticl{s. 

S cismatics. 
Now, as a,- scism is a division in a church, 

so is heresy a rent from the church; now, in 
the Apost1es time, there were some that did 
calise divisions; these were scismatics; and 
those that forsook the faith and doctrine, here
ticks. Yet you must mind, though it is said, 
they forsook the church, yet · not that they 
were not of the church, they were in it for a 
season by their professions, but they were not 
of the church in respect of the mystery of 
faith in a pure conscience. 

I-Ieresy brancheth forth itself. 
Some of them hold Christ's human nature, 

but deny his {livine; others again, hold both 
natures, 
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natures, hut yet would have a God above 
him, and before him. These hold the Father 
and Son as two distinct persons, but deny the 
Holy Ghost as a person. Others llOJd the 
Holy Ghost to be a person, so they add this 
person to the other two, and so make three 
persons, which they call Trinity in the Nicene 
Creed, and so fall from the faith of Jesus into Rev.xi. T. 

heresy. And this heresy, getting authority 
on its side, grew great, and it., spirit spoke 
loud, by which the true church could not be 
heard or see!), which owned none but Christ, 
and so came to be trod under foot; then a 
God of three persons must head the church; 
whilst the true church was headed by none 
but Christ. 

Of llet'esy 'and tlte Spi1'it of anti-chTist . 
And yet, though the spirit of heresy would 

own Christ; yet it was not the trne Christ, 
but a Christ before Christ; yet Christ the 
son of a virgin, must with them have a share 
ofthe godhead glory; so being one God with 
God the Father, and one God with the Holy 
Ghost. rrherefore, must have one third part 
of the glory, not the whole glory; but this 
Christmusthave a God beforehim, and distinct 
from him, and this is heresy in the spirit of 
Anti-Christ to deny God became flesh, and 
so a son. That Son and Father being one 

- personal God, to which the spirit offaith bore 
witness; 
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witness; that Christ God was come in the 
flesh, and not Christ without God. 

Now this was a startling doctrine, they 
could not bear it, that had not faith in a pure 
conscience; for the spirit of heresy will have 
no God, but the spirit of God without a body. 

Now these anti-churches are headed by 
.1 this Anti-Christ, and they call one another 

hereticks, and they call us hereticks, because 
we fell from them; but we are not hereticks 
because we fell not from truth to error, buJ 
from error to truth; a happiness on our side 
that from falling from error, we are catched by 
truth Men may fall from one thing to an-

~!~:e;~il other that is not truth, but whoever fal1s from 
bedamn'd t h J". 11 J". • t }' . rut , Ia s lor ever, even m 0 perc ltIon ; 

now there is no hereticks, but snch as fall 
from truth. 

Therefore, you that have received the 
anointing, holdfast faith in a pure conscience 
dipped in love; if the precious blood of Jesus 
be sprinkled there, it will be so powerful that 
neither life nor death, principality nor power 
will be able to remove you from that esta
blished faith in the per~on of Jesus, which is 
faith's only object. And thus you see faith's 
power a~ to mortification in this body of sin, 
made up of twelve members. 

Now I shall discourse as to its vivification 
and actions; as to its new life and spiritual 

worship 
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worship, in perfection of holiness, as far as 
faith's teaching doth guide me. 

CHAP. XVII. 

Of faith's virtues. 

I A1\'I now come to set forth the power of 
faith, as in reference to its virtue and life, 

in which lies the greatc harter of justification; 
which gives sentence of life, which is attained 
to, by holding the mystery of faith in a pure 
conscIence. 

Now to the end that faith may a.ppear to 
be faith indeed, we will consider it in its parts 
and properties, as it answers to a good con
science, or as to the answer of a pure con sci ... 
ence to a justification of life, in that peace 
which passeth all understanding of reason. 
. Wherefore, in. that we have been grounded 
in faith, so far as that we have overcome the 
n:icked one; I shall now hence forward ex
pect that we are arrived to that degree, as to 
witness the assurance of everlasting life; there
fore, we will now begin to magnify the. Lord 
Jesus Christ .for his fr.ee grace, and will begin 
to set before you, (whom I have b~€n instru
mental in bringing to this faith) tlle virtue 

AA of 
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of this new law of faith or grace of the ligbt 
of life eternal, and that with as much brevity 
as I can, that when we come to answer to 
that law and are fully guided by it, that our 
joy may be full, and our consolation to abound; 
therefore in order to it, let us view the virtue~ 
of this new law, faith, or light of life eternal, 
as aforesaid. 

CHAP .. XVIII. 

How faith gives assurance of eternal life. 

John. xi ... FIRST, This grace of divine faith is of 
19. 

such virtue, as that it gives the assurance 
of eternal life; I am sure, saith Job, that my 
Redeemer lives; and Christ said, Because I 
Jive, ye shall live also; as if the Lord should 
~ay, fear 'not little flock, my kingdom is yours. 
Christ's words aTe faith and charter. Faith 
will not leave its hold, for words of faith 
spoken into faith are of mighty power; things 
of the same nature ever unite; because I live, 
ye shall live also, my word is truth, my tes
timony is sure. 

JI rgumenls 'of assurance. 
When faith is perfect, then it gives perfect 

assurance of eternal life; when the inward 
calls 
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can~ are heard, the election is sure'; if Christ 
be .a sure foundation; then there is a sure 
salvation to those that build upon him 
knowingly. 

The mercies of Christ are sure mercies; 1 ... )".3. 
Act. xiii. 

the new law founded in the heart are sure 34. 

mercies ' sealed, and may read his own salva- ~~: Pct. i. 
tion in that seal. 

The assurance of eternal life are the living 1 h • o n.y. 
waters given, that comes flowing out of the If, & yii . 

. 28. 

belly of faith; for when this life js quickened ~;.Y . J:Xii . 
to assnrance of life; then doth the motion of 
peace run in the veins, as waters of life. 

Oh! this assurance of eternal life ~s grace l8a. Ixviii. 

inexpressib)~; for this salvation assurance is, ::a. xui. 
not only wells of living waters to t4~ heart, ~c ii.q. 

~here it lives; but is, as wans and bulw~rk. ~r' Ti. 

~P9ut the heart likewise. And this grace Qf 
assurance b~ing the strength of faith, it b~,:, 
comes as a wall or helmit; for, let all ~lJe 

powers of hell strike at the head, yet this hel-
met saves it; this first-born of faith defends 
us, and repels the enemy. 

Then can the soul say, who knows who n, Tim. ~. 
we have believed, we know that we are On~joh ... y . 

God, and that the world lies in the devil. ~:i. .iii . 
We know that God hath chosen us, and given 19. 

us understanding to know him; and we know 
the love of Christ; and we know that we are 
in him; and we know it assuredly, py bis 

spirit 
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Rev . iii. 9. spirit that dwelleth ill n .', that sealetl. to us 
his word, which said, I llave loved you. 
. Faith a rnyste1'Y. 

Thus doth life shew itself in this its Hew 

creation; but it shews but itself to itsel f, as in 
reference to its internal knowledge, and }Jea
venlyenjoyments; for the world knows no
thing of this, for this faith to them is, a mys
tery. None but saints have communication 

~~:lll xvi. in this faith~ t~ey have an intercourse with 
~~~SX~ii, each other, ·in a most sweet communication, 
~~hll iii· to their great joy and refreshment of heart, 

in their knowledge of this mystery of faith. 
But the world, who is nothing but the body 
of sin, it can linow nothing of this, thongh 
it is told it; but cry, 'Vhat is the matter, I 
know not what you mean; what new doctrine 
is this; can a man be born again. 

Ez.xxxlii. Thus you see the nature of this faith 1s sal-
12~m. xiii. yation assurance; therefore holdfast the mys
~. teryof faith; but then it must be held in a 

pure ~onscience, and it bringeth to this. 
1YhiI,st faith is but in the head, it doth no
thing, but only makes a sound like tinkling 
brass, from that comes nothing but lip-life; 
even as a man that will sing. well, and ~o 
pleases another, but profits none, nor himself. 

But, saith Paul, Holdfast the faith in a 
p~re conscience. Faith must be brought 
flown into the cel1ar of the heart, and into a 

purified 
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purified heart of faith; for faith must purify Text. . 

before it pacifies, and gives assurance of life; Rom. v. 1. 

theretore the heart must be pure, before sal-
vation can be sure. 

If a man profess faith, and say, he bath 
taith, yea, all faith; yet, ifit hath not wrought 
to a purified conscience, he cannot attain to 
the assurance of life eternal, notwithstand
ing his 1aith; and till then, what call he 
glory :In. 

Thel'dure, said Pau), speaking in tlle per- Rom . xiii. 

on of such, if I had all faith, so as I could 2. . 

remove Ulountains and have 110 charity, even 
that 1aith's charity that is wrong-ht in a pure 
conscience, it profiteth nothing to etemalliie. 

Mind faitl1's lite, . 
And not lip's strife. 

I'rom hence we may observe that faith is 1 Diaboli-, , cal. 

a large sense of fj,'e-fold. First, there is a 2. Maraeu 
. )0\18. 

diabolical faith the devils believe and trembJe 3 Histori-
cal. 

at. Secondly, there is a miraculous faith. 4 Momen-

Thirdly, there is a historical1aith. Fourthly. ;arl;ving 
. .r. • 1 F't' hI d ] . faith work a momentary Jmt 1. '] t y, an astIy, a ing in a 

justifying' saving faith; and this saving is, ~~i::~;~n-
h h· h' h ld . . 1'h Jam. 11 . l~ t at w IC IS e m a pure consc]ence. e Lnke. ]t . 

other four sorts of faith are, sealed only in the ~.9p!~~ i. 
head, and so is dogmatictll; but this saving t~t~~iii . 
faith is in the heart, and so is practical. ;~h ;!;;~. 

Therefore salvation assurance comes to be 
witnessed, upon its holding the mystery of 

faith 
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faith in a pure conscience; then doth consci
ence justify. 

Application. 
Therefore look to yourselves what consci

ence ye have, for conscience wi1l damn, and 
conscience wiJI save. When faith worketh 
in the conscience it saveth; sin, when it work
€th in the conscience damneth. 

The charter of heaven. 
Therefore, to conclude this point, the faith 

of assurance of eternal life is the charter of 
Heaven, which is plentifully given to saints 
in all or every commission. }""or there never 
was any that was partakers of the grace of 
the gospel in heart and conscience, that would 
gainsay this doctrine; for without that grace 
there is no true worship of God; nor can love 
the Lord with all his heart; nor can glory or 
glorify his name with praise; but he that 
hath salvation abiding In him. 

'I'herefore, without controversy, assurance 
of eternal life is, the life of all true spiritual 
worship. The fruits thereof, shall further 
appear, as an evidence of comfort to us; and 
as a witness to all gainsayers in the world. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

Of true spiritual praise 0'1' worship. 

SECONDLY, He or she, that hath this JaW 
of the light of life in them, to the pur- . 

pose; his tongue will be tilled with praise to 
his God, the fountain of his glory, (or rather 
his heart) for God knows the voice of the 
heart. 

Now, nothing doth so much glorify God 
as praise; praise is the ouly acceptable sacri
fice; the praise of God is there, where faith 
doth appear. It is impossible for the law of 
faith to be without praise, for the assurance~ 
of life eternal sends forth its return of divine 
praise to the God of its salvation. 

Wltat praise i8 divine and holy. 
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Now no praise is divine 'but what flows Psa. cxi'ii. , Pulm 
froiD the assurance of life; 'arid therelore it xxXiii.l. 

is, that none but the upright can praise God; 
and that true praise takes in the whole heart. 
For a pure heart sends forth pure praise, 
and this is the praise that is called comely or 
perfect. 

This perfect salvation praise, is a sacrifice ~~t. ni, 

of a 8weet smelling SAvor; and -is perfumed 
with 
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with a variety of spiritual aromatic spices; 
so that the smell of it is, as the smell of a 
field to him it is offered to, yea, that hath 
opened the gate and' let the king of glory in, 
by your knowledge of him in a purified con
science, which gives peace and assurance of 
eternal life. I say, do open the gate of praise, 
then, and let it ascend and joy in that praise 
as a suitable return unto him, that hath 
wrought an our righteousness; for it is joy 
of ht>art that sends forth, not verbal, but spi
ritual praise, as wi1l be declared in the next 
chapter. 

CH.AP. XX. 

Shewing that praise flows from perfect joy. 

Assurance THIRDLY, The worship of praise flowing 
of eternal fi ~. d b 
life,anew rom a perlect JOY, must nee s e accep-
creation table; for what is assurance of eternal life, 

John. 'Vii . 
.'38. 

but a new creation ofinexpressiblejoy, which 
joy, must act forth itself in praise, so that 
praise is a fruit of joy and peace; we prais-e 
for benefits received. 

Assurance of life to Imow it. 
When assurance of eternal life ellters the 

soul, then sorroW and fear flies away ; and 
JOY 



1'J IE :MYSTERY OF .FA1TH. 20L 

joy takes place and spreads itse1fin every part Isa.lxvi. 

of the heart, and so is presently filled with 12. 

joy, which as soon as it is full, then it doth 
overflow as a river. True worship doth COll-
sist in these ovedlowing streams; they, are 
all free-will offerings, and being the fruits of 
faith, they are offered lL1)tO the Lord. 

This is the worshipping God in spirit and 
truth, that God will ue worshipped from . 

Two People-two WO'I'ships. 
From hence you see, wherein the worship Matt. vii . 

, 23 . 

of the world, and the worship of the spirit 
doth differ. All the formal worshippers, they 
draw neal' to worship God (him whom they 
conceit to be God) on purpose to gain life, 
and to please God, as if God had as much 
need of their worship, as they of his salvation . 
Therefore it is, they will and do build brave 
houses of wood and stone, as if God would 
be pJeaset,l with that; and then and there, ' 
they tender him the old stock of reason in 
their rational services, saying, take there thy 
own, for we have no fruits to give, and let it 
procure thy acceptance; and by virtue of that 
talent of reason, though it yield no joy or 
peace, yet from that talent, they cry; Save us ~', 

o Lord; 0 Lord save us. 
Rut it is otherwise, with those that ·have 

engraved in their h~arts; tile mystery of/a1th; 
those who do not worship God on purpose to 

B B please , 
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please him; neither to the end that they may 
have eternal life, for they know he is well 
pleased with them already; therefore, they do 
not serve God for sal vat ion , but from sal vation ; 
neither do they seek out of themselves for a 
house or tabernacle to worship God in. It 
is written, be joyful in the house of God, and 
worship in his courts, your own bodies, (who 
have the body of faith) is this house, and 
your own hearts are the courts, and your own 
spirits of faith is that light and life that wor
ship's there, by sending forth thence, the 
streams C?f love and praise arising from joy in -
the Holy Spirit, and peace of conscience unt~ 
your God the Lord Jesus Christ; who is the 
only Author of that your love, peace, and joy 
~s abundantly beforesaid. 

CHAP. XXI. 

Of love, alld whence derived. 

ie~~~~~"r- FOURTHLY, Alwther salvation virtue 
and divine property of faith, and that 

no small one, is love. Love is one of the 
ladies of honor or daughters of faith , and is 
sister to peace; when this is brought forth, 
then is the law of the light of life perfected. 

Faith and love is bOlly and soul. 
I~a. ii.2f1. This ]ov-€, I shall here write of, is nothing 

else 
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-else but faith completed into a body of life; 
vithont this, faith is no mystery; divide this 

from iaith, awl you divide the soul from the 
body. Take away love, then faith is cru
cified . The assurance oflife; the joy of sal..; 
vation; the peace of conscience is all gone, 
if .love is divided from from faith. As reason 
can say, I, prudence, live with wisdom; so 
saith faid), I live with love; faith is Jlot seen 
to be faith, if love do not shew it .. 

'Vhen the A postle saith, though I ,give all 
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my O'oods to the POOl' and have not charity' :I.CQr. xiiJ 
~ , . , 

it pronteth nothing, and myself to the fire 
:to be burnt, &c. One would now thinJL this 
was charity, this was love, that would reach 
j lIstificatioll, but it was not. For if eharity 
is done to gain Jife, and it is n.ot given from 
hfe; it is n,o charity; it is po love; it is nO~~i~r12 . 
faith; po li ving loving faith, no saving faith. 

This being so, .give me leave to shew faith's 
life and virtue in this word, love, which is no 
:other but faith dilated, opened, and enlarged 
by its life and vigor, when sealed in a pure 
conscience, it may be seen in several actions 
and operations, which are chiefly three, and 
are, as follows. 

CHAP. 
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CfIAP. XX] I. 

S hewing t!tat love 01' charity 'is, tlte soul (d' 
faith. 

1. Cor. xiii FAITH hath brought forth such a chi ld 
7· of love, by its perfecting itself in ieeding 

on the word 1 which said, I will ue thy salva
tion; as it is called by the very m.nr;e of its 
motller. And therefore, it is said, that Jove 
or charity believeth all things; hopeih all 
things, and enduretl) all things . 

Charity is faith itse?f 
This is the working faith fly which the 

believers of old were sa~d to be justified by; 
it is said, that this charity be]i~veth aU things; 
is this charity any thing e~se then, but faith 
itself, 

Again, it is said, charity hopeth all things, 
is this charit.~ anq hope any thing but faith 
itself. . 

Moreovfr, it is said, cbarity endureth an 
things, is this charity, pope, and suffering 
love, any thing else but pu'r~ faith itself. 

What it is an then, but faith's life or a 
f<park from that love-tire or blast its'elf; for 
what is faith in the purified cl~set of the heart, 

but 
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hut a sweet and pleasant love-fire, spreading 
itself into several flames into all parts of the 
:->oul, jJowel'~ , and faculties; then every pro
perty acts according to its facnlty. 

Variety of l~fe-vll'riet!J of titles. ' 
Thus variety of life gives variety of titles, 

yet is but one essence; the variety of titles in 
God, as Father, Son , and Holy Ghost, makes 
but one God in one essence. or substance, or 
per~on, even so, the variety of names or titles. 

Faith and love one substance. 
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And thus charity believeth a 11, be(~ause John , iv , 

charity is faith itself; for faith believeth all ~i , Pel.i. 

things that Christ Jesus its Lord hath said ~ph ;y . 7 . 

or done; and. this belief kindles love. 'Ve ~~~n,i ij, 
love 11im, because he loved us first, and 
gave his life for us, life for life. Therefore, 
God is love, th~t is, his natllre is faith, and 
that faith is Jove. 1"alth in the saints is 
f~ith, which is God's divine nature; and so 
that faith is love,' as God is love, according 
to its measure, but Goa's love is above mea-

, sure, yet both of one nature. Goq is love, 
and faith is love in the saints, when it works 
and acts in a purified ~eart; then ffiith changes :.xo. ri· 
name, but not nature; as God changed his 
name from God _4lmighty into Jehovah, and ~:~~~~~~ , . ~ 

from Jehovah into ,Jesus; and as God changed Ps~, XX:li~ 
;Jacob's name into Israel, and Israel's name ~~mpare~ 
. t ' Co • h h h' with Johll III 0 a new name; even so, la]t c anget Its i. 17. 

name 
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l8a.v, 12 . name into love, charity, mer~y, humility, and 
:O~vlli. patience, according to the nature of its acting. 
:,om. it'. And from hence, it hath its name of truth or 

truth's righteou~ness; so that as God is a city 
in himself, even so, hath God made faith to 
be, even as a city iD itself, from the variety 
of its heavenly properties, ever growing and 
increasing according to its measnre, where it 
reigns, rules, ~nd subdues passions, as here
after further follows. 

C HAP. X X I I I. 

H OlV faith ~V()l'llet!t no evil. 

SECONDLY, Another property ofloye is, 
that it never works ::tny e"'il ; this is work

illg' faith in all things that are good, but never 
' -

workedl any thing that are evil; this is now 
the virtue of that faith that's he1d in a pure 
'Conscience. If the fountain be pure, the 

Mott. xii. water will be pure that flows from it. Can 
i~jobn. iii a vine bear figs or bad fruit 1 Can darkness 
t:~t.iii . come ·out of light, or sin out of sanctity? 
11. where purity is wrought, evil cannot be taught 

or done; therefore, the natpre of faith that 
worketh by love is, to do good and ~schew 
evil; and so faith is Jov~, and Jove is peace
able and h~rmJess. 

There 
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There is no hArm in love, it will not do 
his neighbour any evil; if his enemy's ox or 
ass is fa))en into a pit; love will lift it out. 
If he hunger, love will give him bread. If 
he thirst, Jove will give him drink. Love is 
pitiful, as well as harmless. Love cannot 
steal or cheat, or defraud, nor backbite or 
dissemble. This love not doing evil to its 
e.lemies, but good. How much more then 
will it shew its love to a brother or sister in 
the faith and life within it. 

This love, is perfect love, because it is per
fect faith in the root; this love breaks no law, 
but it is a law in itself, and isjustified thereby~ 
before all men. 

In a word, tllis double ribbed love to God 
and man hath in it, a twofold justification 
from God and man. 

CHAP. XXIV.-

Fait", and love thinketh no evil. 

THIRDLY, Another virtue springing out 
of fait~'s love-ure is, to wit, that do~h not 

only work no evil, but also thinks no evil; no, 
how should there be an evil work, when there 
is not so much as an evil thought, Thoughts 

are 
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are free; saith reason , out .1aith gives nu th:'e
dom to evil thoughts; for all evil thought i. 
not from faith's "fountain; but ii'om reason's; 
therefore, faith's work is, to suppress those 
thoughts that arise in its flesh, and thell to 
its own sweet motions and actions again. 

For faith is ever full of heavenly motions, 
when flesh rebel's not; but if evil start up in 
the sonl, then faith is illterrupted, and cannot 
go on till it hath subdued· that evil motion, 
before it break into action; then faith· would 
be spoiled, life lost, and hard to be regained. 
Therefore, evil thoughts are to be kept under, 
that faith may reign and flourish; and not 
as much as think any evil to your neighbour, 
for faith hates eviJ, but thinks no evil. 

There are many more heavenly properties 
in this faith that works by love; as that it is 
the great master builder of truth, and that it 
is sincere, humble, meek, patient, and peace
abJe, with · several other divine properties ; 
but let this, that I have said, suffice; for the 
time would fail ·me to go over all I have 
spoken, as to the substance, it may be suf
ficient. 

Therefore to conclude, let us hold the 
mystery of faith in a pure conscience. and 
the fruits thereof will appear, and be as afore 
declared, to our great joy, comfort, and con
solation, and a a seal of our eternal happi-

nes 
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ness in the world to come, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ; the only Author and Finishe-r 
of this our precious faith in its quieted -con
science; to whom fmm this seed spring we 
give all honour, power, praise, might, ma
jesty, and dominion for evermore.-Amen. 
Amen. 

cc 
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A SON G, 
WR}TTEl'Il B¥ 

oJ' AMES MILLEI\~ 

I. 

Oh! cease vai\l men for to declarer 
That your frail souls immortal are i 
No finite state can h~re comp~re! 

With infinite condition. 
If tJley immortaJ were, they'd be, 
Of uncorrupted purity, 
Not su~ject to mortality, 
But wonld be .eyer free, 
And flee into elern'ity, 

To a pel'(ect full fruition. 

II. 

How can the soul immortal be, 
In man while in mortality, 
When none can tell how soon it may be; 

Ere life becomes inactive. ' 
'Who can one moment here ensure, 
Or who can escap~ a dying hour, 
Or pray what does grim death devour; 
Without strife, naught but life, , 
If life's the soul, then soul's the life, 

To him becoIlles~ captive. 
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III . 

.Besides, don't beast to beast helow, 
Give life as nature here does sltew1 

And vegetables li~ewisG so, 
Yet man the noblest creature. 

He, who was made the Lord of all, 
Within this fair ten-estinl ball, ' 
Must he inferior be to ali; 
Don't he cOllv~y as w~ll a~ t4~y 
Life to his issue' and obey, 

The first. grea.t l\lw of natl~rel 

IV . 
• 

Whatever mall l~ay here pretend, 
From his imaginary f):iend ; . 
I know full well what does attend, 

'Mankilld it~ thj~ creatj~n. . I 

For God has no exception luade, 
But life is in the seed convey'd, ' 
This law must ever be obeY'd ; 
Ma~ and all within this ball, 
:po souls beget and ever shall, 

While time has here duration. 

v. 
There were no more tban two we finll , 
At first to propogate mankind, . 
Adam and Eve; the two desig'n'd, 

Plac'd here by the Cre~tor. ' ' 
Or how cOllld flhe, 'tbe' niother lw, 
Of all li~ing' posterity ; ' .,' , 
Unless life by Divine d~pree, 
Was design'd through her roins~ 
TIy Al~ighty power Div'ine, 

To make a perfect creature, 
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VI . 

. Besides, did not Almighty Gorl , 
In six days time complete this orb, 
By vu·tue of his Royal word, 

Then rested from crealing. 
And when he had the same survey\l, 
Even every thing that he had made, 
Behold 'tis good, the Lord, he said; 
Then how can we, think it can be, 
Imperfect, since it doth a!!TCC, 

With his divine relation. 

VII. 

If souls are not generated then, 
Falsehood unerring truth attends, 
And God's a liar made by man, 

Who still must be creating. 
WJlO won't while time does last, have don!'; 
If souls do still from Heaven come, 
In mortal flesh to be entomb'd, . 
If. from God, all are good, 
No ban one can be understood, 

Since unto him relating. 

VIII. 

What is the soul, can any tell, 
Or where, without the body dwell, 
Does it exist in heaven or: hell, 

Is what I now desire. 
Or does a purgatory hold,. 
The false conceived departed ~oul; 
Or what place else can 'you unfold; 
From whence it cal\ return again, 
To recreate a lifefess thing; 

This question 1 require. . 
. , 
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IX • 

.Both states eternal all agree, 
Either of bliss or misery; 
No middle state, then cannot be, 

For any departed spirit. 
Jf such a thing as this could be, 
When freed from this mortality, 
It must be in eternity; 
Why then 'tis strange, how ,it can change. 
from its eternal state again. 

4nd yet the sam.e inherit. 

x. 
Bllt since 110 man 1 yet could llcar, 
Tha~ could by sClJipimc make appear, 
That ;;U!y souls imll}Ortal arc, 

While ill this finite statiQn. 
lflien all m:e mortal here below, 
And generated too also, 
All into senseless dust must gl); 
Till Christ descends, to put an enll., 
To time, and recreate again, 

pr make a new crf!ation. 

~J , 

TheIl death? life!s fll~my mus die, 
Life in eternal d~ql!l mllst Ii ~ 
And dying, live ~ , ~rnallYI 

from torments never ceasing. 
While crowns of uncorrupteq gold, 
Too gre~t for met' l)0'V W ~nfol~~ 
Will grace ~af~ p~a~tifick soul, 
In joys subljme! pure~ divine, 
Each bappy soul §.hal~ ever s1}j.ne~ 

Christ Jesus ever praising. 
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XII. 

Then shall our new created springs, 
Flow over to the King of kings; 
How sweetly shall we ever sing, 

In exstacies of pleasure. 
Oh! come sweet Jesus, come away, 
1 long to see that glorious day, 
When thou wilt to thine own seed say, 
Come, my dove, ascend above, 
E~;oy with me eternal love, 

For thou art mine only treasure. 

UNDERDOWN, PRINTER, DE"'~. 
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