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THE

MYSTERY OF FAITH.

\HEWING its parts, properties, nature,
and power, as in reference. First, of its
several names and titles, and from whence it
had its original, and in what respect it is
called a Mystery. Secondly, how from its
several titlesit is made up into a body, called
by one single name; the Law of Faith or New
Covenant ; the foundation of which, was laid
down by the Prophet Jeremiah and Ezekiel
in such sound words, and fulness of matter,
as by it, Faith is made to appear in such
vigour, as that from them is shewn seven
several gifts, graces, and divine qua]iﬁCations,
_that it is made partaker of..

Thirdly, Of the law of sin, what it is, and
and of its being completed in a body, called
a body of sin, and of the several members of
that body, making the number of twelve, they
being all in opposition to the body or law of

faith,
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faith, and of faith’s power and work, asin
reference to the mortification of the members
thereof, and how it is done. 4thly, of the
power and virtae of faith as in reference to
vivification, having mortified sin, its perfec-
tion appears. 1st, From having assurance
of eternal life. 2ndly, From the virtue of
that assurance of life is, true worship per-
formed. 3rdly,.The nature of true worship,
and where it doth consist. The just shall
. live by faith. Gal. iv. 11.—T. Tim. iii, 9.— -
o s Holding the mystery of faith in a pure con-
science. This is Paul’s exhortation to Fimo-
thy, his dear son, whom he begot in the faith,
and I shall now make it my exhortation to
such as [ have been instrumental in bringing
unto the same mysterious faith, that was con-
tended for in those days; therefore, observe
the discourse that follows. TFirst, Faith is
Mat xi 25 here‘ called’a mystery; there is the mystery
s ., of faith, as well'as the mystery of God. Now
a mystery is'a hidden thing, and all the doc-
trines of God and faith are a mystery,
Faith defired.

Faith is a mystery, because it is the sub-
stance of things not seen; for the invisible
eye of faith beholds things invisible in another
world, and can to its own seed and nature,
give evidence, and clear demonstration of the
truth thereof; and when this faith is gotina

pure
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pure conscience, then it shineth gloriously,
and hath the name of a precious faith unto
it, besides other names answerable to its se-
veral actions; as for instance. First, Faith
is called the seed of God, and by this it makes seed of
us of a noble spring, being called the sons or Acts. xv.
danghters of God; for faith being the nature M?fe.',s
of God, of which all saints are partakers, 2
makes them therefore the seed of God. When ™™ ™
we have attained to this new birth, then we
live: as: princes; for what the birth is, the
same thing the feeding will be; for every
thing feeds of that bread, -and its life is nou-
rished by food of its own nature. And as
Christ in the seed, first gives milk to his
babes new begotten, so as they grow up, heI -
gives them stronger meat; the first draughtsz =
makes them obedient, the second makes per-
fect; by looking on the body of Christ to be
meat indeed, and his blood to be drink in-7o"v-5%
deed, that s, fully to believe that body of his,
to be the very body of God, and that blood
of his that was shed, was the very blood of
God; this is faith, and this is a mystery.
Faith the spirit of Chyist.

Secondly, This faith is also called by the
name of the spirit of Christ, of God, and of Acts vi5.
the Holy Ghost; may, it is further called by
the name of God and. Christ; as if there was
no distinction between the ereature and crea-

R tor.
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tor, because it is of the same nature; there~
fore it had the same title, being the iushining
motions; operations, fruits, and etfects of his
most blessed spirit, that was breathed into
Adam in his creation, and quickened in his
seed by renevation, called by the names of
faith, truth, spirit, grace, or what title soever,
is all to be comprised under the name of
faith, -which faith to the world is a mystery.
Faith a marvellous light.

Thirdly, Faith is likewise called a marvel-
lJous hight; a mystery is marvellous in all its
ways, both as to the force of its words and ac-
tions, in partlcular it is marvellous in these
five things ensuing.

A fivefold operation of faith.

First, It makes the deaf to hear, the blind
to see out of obscurity; it was said that Lydia’s
heart was opened by the teachings of faith,
which implies that it was shut before; even
as Paul said, all are shut up in unbelief, till
faith broke open the prison door.

The first operation of fuith.

Faith opens the gate that the king of glory
may enter in; that is, that knowledge of the
true God its only object and author, may
enter into the purified conscience; for faith,
when quickened, purifies the heart and
makes it fit for divine worship; for in the
heart true worship is to be performed by us,

and



THE MYSTERY OF FAITH. - 131

and no where clse, an whom the ends of the
world are coine.
The second operation of faith.
Secondly, Faith is called a marvellous rom.i.17.
light, in respect of the encrease of revelation, ***'*
so is called from faith to faith, or grace to
grace, or grace upon grace; this grace, graces
every grace; for faith is a fountain, and from
faith to faith, is the lively working of faith,
m love, charity, meekness, patience, &c. as1
shall shew forth its virtues hereafter.
The third operation of divine faith.
Thirdly, This faith may be called marvel-
jous In respect to its manifold properties, it
bheing a river from a mighty fountain, yet as
it runs along, it spreads forth itselfinto many
rivulets; and by those means it changeth
names, ‘but never nature, as love, charity,
knowledge, patience, or whatever virtues,
they are all rivulets from that famous river of
faith ; now follow those rivulets from their
running course, and it brings to the river,
that brings to the main and great ocean or
marvellous fountain, the original of the foun-
tain of life. :
The fourth operation of faith,
Fourthly, This marvellous faith is much
more marvellous, when as it  stands still,
viewing and beholding the wonderful work-
ings ef it, in the person of its God the Lord
Jesus
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Jesus Christ; how amazed were the Apostles,
and others, at the gracious words and won-
derful works of Christ their God and Saviour.
Also it is much more marvellous that that
fiery spark of faith, which is nothing else but
a love fire, should so dwell.and feed on the
word of its God, that life or death, things
present or to come, principalities or powers,
cannot. withdraw it from obedience and love
to that God, that is the author of its life, but
can believe even above hope; in spite of hell
and death. | |
'he JSifth operation of divine faith in
' startling reason.

Fifthly, This ]lé]lt of living faith is not
only marvellous to the possessors of it, but to
desplsers of it also; the Prophet Habakkuk
brings them in saying, Behold ye, among the
heathen, and wonder marvellom]y for I work
a work which you Wl” not beheve, though it
be told you.

What natural reason cannot belicve.

This work that they would not beheve was
God’s becoming flesh, for when Christ, whlch
is falth’s (}od was on earth, the 'devils were
astonished at his doctrine and lllll‘dCIPS, and
yet could not believe. This shews that faith
1S a mysterv, this made the Prophet Isaiah
cry out, saying, Who hath believed our report
so. that faith is a mystery, and Christis a
mystery ; who kuows him ¥
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Faith, a mystery in eight particulars, to

the seed of reason.

First, The revelation of faith saith, God jon i14.
became flesh, and the devil became flesh, but o S
how can this be, saith reason; thisis marvel- Mat. il
lous; this is a my sten_y ; who can believe tlns” 3
report ?

The second mystery of fajth.

Secondly, Faith saith, that God clothed fets 2
himself with flesh, blood, and bone, that he -
might die;, and that God did die to redeem
faith that is fallen in Adam; thisis a mystery

The third nnjctel Y.

Thirdly, Faith saith, that Christ laid down ,, | o
his life by his own power, and by his own
power took it up again; this is p ' mystery.

The fourth mystery.

Fourthly, Faith saith, ﬂmt Gad was dead
and alive at one and the same time; ‘rh:c seems
a pamdox this is a mystery.

The fifth mystery.

Fifthly, Faith saith, that God became Lok i
Adam’s son, and that he was David’s, Moses’s, 1 C01 xv.
and Elias’s son and Lord; this is a mystery. Mat xxii.

The sixth mysterg/

Sixthly, Faith saith, that faith is God’s I pet i
divine nature, and that reason is the angel’s e, .16
nature; this is a mystery.

The seventh mystery.
Seventhly, Faith teacheth that Christ Jesus

l.\'

Job. vi.63.
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is the only true God, and all the God’s that
ever were, are, or shall be.
The eighth mystery.

Eighthly, Faith teacheth them, that the
soul of man is mortal and must die, and all
souls must lie with their bodies in the dust
until the end of this world; then to be raised
again, every seed its own body, by the power-
ful word of an ever-living Jesus; thisisa
mystery; and all these are riddles to the seed
and spirit of reason, which is the God of this
world.

And thus you, who have this faith wrought
1 you, may see how glorious the light of
taith, and Low sweet and pleasant it is.—
Come, we will follow the deseription a little
turther.

Faithis the operation of God and'not of

ourselves.

Again, fourthly, Faith is called, the faith
of the operation of God; you see who it is
that forms faith; faith is not of a man’s self;
let noman glory in man; but him that knows
not God, but faith knows how to glory in
God.

What is without faith, nothing but noise

and clamour.

There 1s nothing in the soul hut sin and
darkness, noise and clamour, till faith be
formed ; talk ever so much of God or Devil,

Heaven
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Heaven or Hell ; all is but a tale, dream, or
shadow, till faith comes and opens the door
of the heart, and lets in the light.

Prayers nothing without faith.

All prayers that are poured out by a na- .
tural llght are nothing, and if it be any thing, 1. "
it 1s but sin.

Prayer but sin till faith comes in.

When Paul was converted and faith quick- 4 Acts .
ened, itis said, Behold he prayeth; certainly, mn xxii.
he had prayed much before, when he was of 1 Luke xx.
that sect of a Pharisee; for those were great "’
sinners and great prayers; for under pretence
of prayer they robbed widew’s houses, and
under pretence of purity they persecated the
godly; even such as owned Jesus for their
Lord and Master. But as aforesaid, prayer Prra;:re
by Paul was not then counted prayer, till 2 =
Jesus was received. Then he prayed by the 26 T
assistance of the Holy Ghost, that is, the iy ™"
spirit of faith which was in the understand-
ing; for none by his own natural blind born 4
spirit knows what he wants, till faith be
given.

Faith too sublime for natural reason.

'The work of faith is far above reason’s un-
derstanding ; no man but he, to whom it is
given, can truly believe in Christ; because
faith 1s Christ’s gift, and he gives it to his
elect seed only; therefore it is called, the
faith of God’s elect.

itus i. 1.
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Faith how wrought.

pea cxiv.  Now, if you ask how faith is wrought and

T2, quickened in the soul, (I' mean all along the
Justifying saving faith) as to that you must
know that God doth not come te every soul
and breathe faith into him as he did into
Adam; for then God would never have done
his work of creation ; but the way of God is
to give no new faith, but to quicken the old,
which died in Adam.

No new faith given but the old one
awakened.

Lo vi 6. So that the virtue of the word of God
spoken into a Prophet, that word of faith
quickeneth faith in that Prophet, and that
faith and doctrine published by a Prophet,
begetteth faith in such as are made capable
to hear that invisible voice, in their invisible
ear ; therefore it is said, faith cometh by

I.Corii. hearing, and hearing by the word of God

12 13.14. preached or published by chosen messengers

of ‘truth, and therefore, not him that speaks

the ‘letters, but him that speaks the spirit
given by voice of words from the blessed
mouth of the Lord God is the minister of life,
and can quicken life.

: Faith’s various titles.

Fifthly, Faith is called by several other

Rev. vi* 2.
i titles, -as a white horse—a white robe—the
18, white stone—the golden oil—the morning

star
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star—the divine nature—the new creature— zeo iv.z
a new name—the law of faith, and the light To. ik,
of life eternal ; by all these glorious attributes
we find, that the faith of God’s eleet is of a
marvellous nature, it being that new name
which no one knows, but those that enjoy it.
To be known by none but by him that
enjoys it.

So that, happy it is for those that have it 1. sohu.
quickened in them, and that live under a true
ministry, and hear the joyful sound thereof;
for, after the sound of this doth enter the heart,
the ‘quickened life doth begin to shine forth
there ; then doth that soul need not any
man’s teaching any mere, but that quickened
life becomes its minister as it abides in us.
‘This is made clear by the promised eovenant
to the samts of old, and we enjoy that, which
was then promised; that living doctrine of
faith, we find thus written by Jeremiah and
Ezekiel, of the law of saving faith. Jeremiah,
chap. xxxi. 1 will make a new covenant with
the house of Israel and the heuse of Judah,
for I will write my. law in their hearts, and
will be their God and they shall be my peo-
ple, and they shall teach nae more his neigh-
bour, saying, know the Lord, for they shall
all know me; I will forgive their imquities,
and remember their sins no more. Ezekiel,
xi. 19. I will give them one heart, and I will

T8 ' put’
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Heb. viii. put a new spirit within, that they may walk
Fo xxxvii 11 my statutes; I will sprinkle clean water
%35 wpon them, and they shall be clean; I will
make a new covenant of peace with them,

and my tabernacle shall be in them.
All faith's properties before it cenires here.
And this covenant is called a new law

Rom. iii.

ar.  given of spirit and life, being the law of faith,
2o ¥ and so Paul calls it; and all those titles and

attributes of faith before-mentioned; are liere
united into a body, and therefore I shall give
it that name, that shall serve to give full de-
monstration of its virtue and life, under this
title, (the law of faith) it being the saint’s
only guide or morning star that leads them
to Jesus Christ their Lord and God; whe
writes or engraves this law in their hearts by
the finger of faith; faith giving faith, as by
this covenant or law may be clearly under-
stood, by such as are under the teachings of it.
The parts of this new law of faith are seven.
'The part of this new law or covenant of
faithr as to the operation ; its operations are,
first, it gives a new heart in that new law.
Secondly, It gives the knowledge of the true
God its God. Thirdly, It: gives knowledge
of its own salvation. Fourthly, It causeth
quietness of mind, peace, and joy. Fifthly,
It giveth a well-spring of wisdom to teach
itself. Sixthly, It teacheth, and is the only
teacher
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teacher of God’s statutes. 7thly, Itsprinkles
clean water upon the conscience and makes it
clean.

This is the virtue and efficacy of the law of
faith ; these are the works of the righteousness
of faith; glorious works; and may be called
the seven spirits of God sent forth into all
the elect world. I shall here enlarge upon
each of them, even as I am taught by this
unction, and then you will see how it will
acquiesce with, and agree with yours.

CHAP. I
The old heurt.

and of the' fruits thereof. "I 'will give

139

S HEWING this new law givesa new heart, Eph. iv.

them a new heart; this new heart is a soft and buet. xx.

tender heart; the old law to the old heart ™

was, let not your hearts be faint or tender, be
not terrified because of the enemy the Gen-
tiles, but have a heart and fight manfully
against them, and save none alive; but thou
shalt utterly destroy with thy sword of steel,
all those nations, for they are not in covenant
with me; I will give thee all their possessions.
The new heart, how made tender.
But the new law in the new heart, hath no

enemy but sin to fight against, and having Jss.v.11.

overcome
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overcome that through the merey of the law
of faithj therefore, trom thence its heartis
filled with mercy, which is that which softens
and tenders the heart.
A single heart.
f.:’.'xviif 5 Secondly, This newsheart is a siugle, plain,
Matvi22 and honest heart; faith or grace carries but
one heart about with it, but sin in the old
heart carries two.
" The old heart divided.
por. x.2. The old law chargeth the old heart, to
worship God with all the heart, yet the old
heart though it promises to do it, yet it doth
not, 'but will divide the heart, part must be
for mammon and part for God.
Trust nof the old heart.
This bemg s0, then take heed, trust none,
Jer. it though a brother, that hath not the new
s.8.  heart, for the old healt hath new deceits
flowing from it.
Try the spirits.

You that possess a ineasure of the new
spirit, will have power to try all other spirits ;
though the tongue of a douhle hearted man
may be as smogth as pil, yet you may find
him out; though an angel-like man that
seemingly would be more pure than God,

I.Joh.iv.1

Mat.xxiv. : ;

2. and for nothing less than riches, honor, and
ambition, to sit with the prmces of their own
‘-pmt

That
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Thus it was with all the Lawyers, Phari-
sees and Scribes, and was ever so by all na-
tional priests; they were, and are all in the
old leart in the old law; an outward seeming
righteousness. What made Jacob a plain
man, but a single heart, regarding equity,
honesty, humility, meekness, and whatsoever
thingsare just; whatsoever things are of good
report ; if there be any virtue, or any praise,
think of these things. A single is singular,
and goes all one way.

Again, this new heart or new spirit, hath
ever new things springing up in it; it hath
a new song of praise put into it, from that
new wine of the new spirit, being the blood
of the new testament, the new and living way.
In a word, this new spirit or new creature,
or new man, or new heart 1 whom it is
formed, will be ever sending forth variety of
heavenly motions and god-like actions; love,
charity, humility, meekness, patience, gen-
tleness, kindness, and the like; and is conti-
nually increasing in new wisdom, power, and
glory; and in the increasing thereof; is con-
tinually pouring forth that new song of spi-
ritual praise unto its God, as the overflowings
of joy in its assurance of everlasting life, joy,
and glory. Thisis the happy- condition of
such as enjoy the new spirit, it hath these
yirtues flowing from its new heart.

| CHAP.

141
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CHAP. 11

Shewing how the new law gives the knowledge
of God and its own salvation, with quiet-
ness and peace, as a well-spring of wis-
dom, &c.

HE words of the promise of God are these,

(they shall all know me) that is, all

mine elect, after the law is written, after the

word is spoken, for the sheep hear his voice
and know him.

This new law of faith doth not only give
the knowledge of Geod, but is their God, so
that they can appropriate him to themselves,
saying, the Lord Ged is our God, and he
will save us; so each one can say, as Thomas
the Apostle said, Thou art my Lord and my
God.

Faith knows no God but Jesus.

For whoever hath this new law in his heart,
hath no other Lord God but Jesus Christ;
for the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Lord
was that tabernacle that was to be with them.
The tabernacle that Moses made was but a
figure of this, and they only were happyin
those days that saw it as a fignre or shadow.

John
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John the divine wondered at the mystery, to
see by his new spirit the body of his God
come down from heaven, calling him the new
Jerusalem, which he no sooner said, but he,
in this note of admiration, cries out, saying,
Behold the tabernacle of Geod is with men,

and he will dwell with them, and will be their

God, and they shall be his people.

This Jesus was the Apostle’s God, lie lived
with them, and they with him, and their
eyes had seen this new Jerusalem or temple
of God, and their hearts believed 1 him,
and their hands had handled this temple or
word of life.

Faitl’s sanctuary.

Tlis Jesus 1s likewise that sancturay that
was to be placed- amongst the people; the
sanctuary by Moses did prefigure Jesus; for
this, the sanctum sanctorum in the sanctoary
shined in the light of life eternal.

- Faitl's fountain.

In this sanctuary was the hallowed bread
spread upon the table of the heart; this
blessed body, table, or sanctuary was the
golden pot, in which was that divine god-
head nature of invisible light and life for ever-
lasting; there is the mercy seat and golden
oil, the overflowings of which, is poured into
the seed of his own body in this new spirit of
wonderful faith, by which we know him to
be our God and Saviour.

142

Faith saw
God come
down froms
Heaven.
Rev.
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Again, as this new and true law or spirit
gives the true knowledge of our God, even
so likewise, it causeth us to know also, how
to walk in his statutes, and to worship him
aright.

Of Goad’s statutes,

This new law hath not so many statutes,
nor so burdensome as the old law was; for
the statues of this new law are only to believe
in the Lord Jesus Christ; therefore, when
Christ taught, saying, Come unto me, all ye
that are heavy laden, and I will ease you, I
will give yourest; then did he shew forth his
statutes to be walked in as before promised.

In the 9th chapter of Isaiah, the Prophet

-did declare that God was to be born of a

virgin; a little before. he delivers this doc-
trine, he makes a preparation to receive it in
these words; if you will not believe, surely
you shall not be established.
Faith properties.
Now, this new law hath these two proper-
ties amongst several others in it, first, it

.makes the saints willing. Secondly, it gives
.them power ta follow the Lamb, which way

soever he gaes; ever to behieve in him come

life or death, and se to suffer for his sake, if
persecution come.

First, willingness of mind to follow Christ.
For first, the new law creates willingness
of
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of mind, as-soon as ever the Lord by his word meu.
calls, we run after him and leave all for his'" ****
sake; for the word of faith is in power when

God calls a Prophet as he did Elisha, he runs

after him and leaves his oxen as Elisha did;

 and when he had called his disciples, they mar.x.28
had no power, but left all and followed him.

Paul cried out, saying, Lord, what would’st

thou have me to do. Master, said James and

Peter, We have left all and followed thee.

These Prophets, Apostles, and Messengers
of God are first called, and in their call made
willing by that immediate voice, to become
mediate teachers of his eleet, and these stand
in God’s place to his chosen; and he that
heareth them, and receiveth into his soul that
engrafted word of life, such forsake all;
father and mother, house and land to follow
that life; so they are made willing in the
day of the Prophet or Dispensation they are
under.

Reason teacheth of her ways.

For every believer must not think that they
must receive their wisdom, light, and life > ™
from God himself, but his messengers; he
hath put into them that golden oil of the re-
velation of faith; and so they are the conduit
pipes to convey it into our hearts through the
mercy of God, making us capable to receive
it in the love thereof. This fulfils that say-

T ng
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Nab.i.1s.Ing In scripture, where David saith, That
Christ’s people shall be a willing people in
the day of his power. Now, this willingness

Rom.x-15 comes by virtue of a joyful word spoken into
man; therefore it is written, How joyful are
the feet of him that bringeth glad tidings of
salvation. This makes the heart to dance.

_ Moreover, this power that makes willing,

it-Cor- ¥ is not a threatening power, but quite the con-
trary, it being the power of love; and so is
overcome by persuasion of the new spirit, as
it is written, The Lord persuaded Japheth to
dwell in the tents of Shem. By this you may
see all that compass to religious worship,
their spirit is the old spirit of envy, which
is the devil, and not of the spirit of God.

So likewise is the old heart given in Levi,
uw.Timiv. which will have the old law of the old taber-
Gall i nacle forms, and multitudes of blind Priests
Gal.vi. 12 must be maintained for their fruitless prayers,

outward formalities, and simple ninny’s.
. And whilst you give unto them, and put

1. Coravi. ItU their mouths for nmaught; then they

3% ety. 3. Smooth their hearers with, our well beloved

[4 Pt Brethren 3 but cease to feed them, and refuse
coming to bow before them. The old Pas-
tors in that old spirit changes nature, and
swells like a toad in venom; and where is the
beloved Brethren then.

Second
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Second power to follow the Lamb.

Secondly, This new law hath this property g, ..
further, as not ouly that it makes willing, but *
gives power to follow the Lamb, even our Lord
Jesus Christ, which is the author and finisher
of its faith. This new law, as Paul saith,
Waorketh both to will and te do; as though
he should say, have you the power of wil-Philii-13
lingness, therefore be not discouraged, for
those that are made to will are made to do;
therefore, you have ne cause to fear, after
you see you are made able to will from the
new spirit. Ior once I had fear in myself,
when I saw in the old spirit and knew not 15
LChrist; for though I had will in that spirit,
wet it was without power, and so was nothing;
‘nuthmgj but rational -desire, but in the new
law both to will and to do are joined together.

Where frec-will centres.

Thus we see where free-will lies, {or after
the new law is written, (which is a law of
life in the heart) then willingness in thatlaw , .
floweth out as a river; and so is made able 32
to keep the statutes of God, and to worship
him aright, as will be further declared here-
after.

Thi'rdly, This new law is of that virtue,
that it giveth the knowledge -and assurance
of 1ts own salvation. 1 shall forbear treating
of this here, but shall, when I come to-treat
of the nature of the true spiritual worship.

Rom. vii.
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Fourthly, This new law causeth a quiet-
neéss of mind, peace, and joy. This is like-
wise initénded to be handled afterwards, if
tite permits.

Faith gives wisdom.

Fifthly, This new law giveth a Well-spring
of Wisdom to teack itself. So-that it is not
like the old moral law, that was to have the
whole tribe of Levi tor teachers, for that law
bemmg written in reason’s nature, muast have
reason to teach it; and reason hath need of
abundance of connsellors, whilst faith i< sa-
tisfied with the Well-spring of the light of
life eternal. Reason hath the nataral, which
is but blind at best, and so hath ever, a heap
of teachers. Yet learning never attains to
the knowledge of any thing in this new law;
because, they search altogether in the old
law; so that precept must be upon pre-
cept, line upon Jine, here a little, and there
a little, patching old things and new to;_.,cthex
and so makes the rent worse.

Faith needs but few outward Preachers.

But gospel administration is founded and
effected - with a small naumber; for to one
gospel Prophet in the law, there was a thou-
sand of Priests to preach the law that knew
nothing of Evangelical righteousness. This
made the Prophet Isaiah say, Lord, who be-
lieves our report; and Elias was alone.

Tor
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For twelve Apostles that preached the new
law of faith in Jesus, were more than twelve
millions of false Priests .that preached forth
the old law or law of works in mere man.
Now one true Prophet’s voice begets more
Iite and light, than all those thousands and
millions aforesaid.

Therefore, when the sound of a true mini-
ster, either from his words or from his writ-
ings, or from any of his converts, that are
begot in the faith, doth enter the heart of any;
the virtue of it is such, upon the birth of that
man cliilld faith; as that it will not for ever
afterwards need that any man teach him, but
as that anointing or new quickening life
teacheth him.

Faith makes wise.
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For as heis made wiser than all his former = =
teachers of the law, when he was in his old Rom x-8

heart, even so hath he got such wisdom; so
that he needeth not any brother of the true
faith with him, to teach him the essential
points of that faith, in which salvation resteth,
for in that he is grounded. Although the

crease his well-spring, and add more to the
growth; but most especially in the presence
of a Prophet; this I know myself, by ex-

perience.
For there 1s a growing in wisdom and
grace,

1. Thes. v.

experience of another triue believer may en- 1.
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grace, after it is rooted and grounded ; there-
fore, as the doctrine of truth abideth in the
memory, even 'so the growth of grace is;
therefore the communion of faith strengthens
faith, though faith lives of itself, yet every
truth is not obvious before it ; for though it
is a fountain of itself, yet something new and
rare may be presented to it by another, by
shewing the experiences of their faith to each
other.  This provokes to love and good
works.

But as aforesaid, as to the principle of
saving faith in the knowledge of the true
God, and that he is God, he needeth not any
1o teach him after that faith is come; he need
not a school master of the law to teach hin
the ceremonial, for he hath the substance,
not the moral law ; for the new law of faith
gives power to mortify sin, as I shall shew
liereafter, if God permit, with life and health.

Sixthly, Asthis new law is the only teacher
of God’s statutes, I having before shewed
svhat God’s statutes are, and in this last pro-
perty of faith’s teaching itself makes it clear,
50 I need not proceed with it.

CHAP.
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CHAP. 1I11.

Shewing what that clean water s, that's
sprinkled upon the conscrence, and the na-
tare of baptism.—Lastly, this new law
hath clean water sprinkled upon it, to make
it clean in heart and conscience, from sin
and pollution.

HIS new law of the light of life eternal
is, of a marvellous virtue, it hath three
things m it for the purifying the heart and
conscience, that is, water, blood, and spirit.
The old heart hath also water, blood, and
spirit in it to pollute it, for the old spirit
hath sent forth its water, but it makes not
the heart flexible, but rather embitters its
own spirit; because it proceeds out of lakes
and puddles, and so are but waters of strife.
But the waters of the new spirit, purgeth
these waters and fighteth against them, and
the blood of the new spirit fighteth agamst
the blood of the old. Itis written by Ezekiel, s.
saying, When thou wast in thy blood T pitied
thee, and washed thee with water, and have

thoroughly washed away thy blood.
' As

15%

Eze. xvii
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As there 15 water in the new spirit to wash
away the water of the old spirit ; so there is
blood in the new spirit to wash away the blood
of the old.

Therefore, John doth say, that Christ had
washed us from our sins in his own blood;
here we see, that blood washeth away blood ;
we are also said to drink his blood, because
our faith knows that Godhead life was in it,
and see our redemption by that life.

There 1s also another virtue in this blood,
for as the other blood made our souls as red
as scarlet, this makes them as white as wool.
Also, the old bleod in the old heart increased
the thirst of sin; so the blood sprinkled into
the conseience, quencheth the thirst of sin,
and quickeneth the life of virtue.

Again; as the new blood washeth away
theold, even so, the new spirit fighteth against
the old and breaketh it into pieces. James,
saith, The spirit that dwells in us, lusteth to
envy.- Paul calls it by the name of flesh, be-
cause it mindeth fleshly things, and Paulsets
these two spirits, the one against the other;
but it must come to this in the power of this
new life; that one stroke of the new spirit
turns sin up by the heels, and brings its head
to the ground. This is turning the world
upside down.

Again, as to the water of the spirit of faith,

it
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it is of such a divine nature, that whosoever
hath his heart sprinkled with it, will be made
clean by the purity of the water.

Now it is not an outward material water
that cleanseth from sin. The washing of
water baptism did net cleanse from sin; for
there was baptism with water because he was
the end of the law. The tabernacle sprinkled
with water and blood ; these were the types
of cleansing from sin by belief in Jesus Christ.

The baptism of the spirit is truly gospel
baptism. John, he baptized with water be-
cause he was the end of the law, and so was
the baptism of preparation for Christ in the
confession of sin.

But though Christ himself was baptized
with water, because he was to fulfil the righte- somiv. 1.
ousness of the law, yet he himself did baptize
none with water; but his baptism was with
the spirit of divine faith. Neither did Christ
command his disciples to observe the baptism
of water, but promises the power to baptize 1.cor..16
with the Holy Ghost, and with fire.

And Paul himself thanketh God the Lord
Jesus, that he had baptized few with water
baptism, for saith he, Christ, my God, sent
me, not to baptize but to preach the gospel ;
the water of which being the only baptism.

It is the water of regeneration that is the
laver that washeth away our sins; this is

v sanctuary

Matt, iii.
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sanctuary water that David would be washed
with.

Although the eordinance of baptism was
made part of God’s worship for atime, as a
shadow of the substance of spiritual worship;
for the baptism did no more avail than the
outward circumcision, but as that was a type
or witness of the inward cleansing by the
water of the spirit in the faith of Jesus.

And it is evident, that was but preparative
to repentance and the true spiritual baptism;
because it is said, that as Christ’s baptism
should encrease, so the bhaptism of John
should decrease.

Now, it is also evident, that the outward
baptisin was to continue for a time; because
the apostles judged it necessary and requisite
that the worship of the Gospel should be vi-
sible to the end, that the sound thereof and
practice should spread all over the world, for
a witness against the despisers thereof. As
also it was an outward badge, with the break-
ing of bread of the true disciples and fol-
lewers of Christ; so thatthey might be known
to be christians indeed, and were able to suffer
for  their faith. For it was requisite they
should have a visible worship for a time ; see-
ing that the invisible Lord God had clothed
his spiritual body with pure human flesh, and
so visible amongst them.

Again,
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Again, Christ himself a little before his
death did declare, that outward worship
should cease, saying, that the time was just
at hand, when true worshippers should wor-
ship the Father (meaning his Godhead spirit)
in spirit and trath. -Where must dipping and
sprinkling with material waterbe then; ‘see-
g the spirit doth all alone.

But saith the national Priests, Christ bid
his disciples to baptize all nations in' the
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost;
and also, he «aid, he that believed and was
baptized, should be saved.

In answer hereto, Christ bidding his dis-
ciples to baptize all nations, did not name
the baptism of John, or water baptism; for
he told them that at the time, he should send
them the Holy Ghost. Then they should
baptize with that Holy Ghost.

And where saith Mark, chap. xvi. 16, He
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.
He doth not speak of the water baptism (as
to my faith), because the following wordsare
thus; but he that believeth not, shall be
damned; never speaking of baptism.  The
word faith was the only baptism,—but he
that believeth shall not be damned.

Even so, Peter preaching Jesus to the mul- 4,
titude, saying, repent and be baptized every

“one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for
the
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the remission of sins... Then they that re-
ceived his word were baptized; and the same
day were converted three thousand souls.

I eannot think Peter left preaching to go
to baptize; neither can L. think that three
thousand sounls were baptized with water bap-
tism that day.

But their receiving his word gladly was
the baptism, not but somemight be baptized
with water, yet the belief of the word, that
was the chief baptism ; and the remission of
sims ‘and the Apostle’s baptism, was with the
Holy Ghost and with fire. With a fire of
love to those that receive them, that 1s, that
faith and love might enable them to suffer the
fiery trial, which is the christian baptism.

To conclude, then it is not the water of the

1.pet.i1g fONt or laver, that being corruptible; but the

1% incorruptible water of faith ; it is that which
maketh christians.

sobn xiii. - Lhe water of the font doth not make chris-

Rev.i.5. tiansor-churches; stone walls doth not make

Thaoji. ¢hurches, nor the holy water of Rome or

%% England, doth not made christians.

But the water that maketh christians pro-
ceeds from the fountain of life; even the Lord
Jesus. Here is the bath, the balsam, [the
blessing, and blessed baptism.

Away with- outward worship; outward
worshippings are now of no value; once they

were
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were serviceable in their places; but now
there is no place left for it. When the spirit
did assist, it was useful; but now the spirit
i1s withdrawn from it, and gone out of that
path, and left us a dead letter, and a dead
ordinance.

For what good doth the pouring of water
on a man, when the spirit is not poured into
a man. The spirit being gone out of that
old path, of assisting visible worship, and is
uow for-an invisible spiritnal worship, suiting
best with an invisible spiritual Lord Geod
Christ Jesns, now upon the throne of immor-
tal glory in another world, blessed for ever-
more.

But you that are under the teachings of
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Joh.iv. 14

the spirit, are given to see whene the true Heb.x 22
Rev. 22.

spiritunal baptismn doth flow. = For in Jesus 17.

Christ is the true fountain opened, from
whence our fountain is supplied; drawing
streams nto itself, which will become rivers
in us; according as the wells are digged;and
our hearts are open to receive it.

Thus do you see the mystery of faith in
its true baptism; keep that therefore in a
pure conscience; for this is the law of the
spirit of faith, that. frees from the law of sin
and death, '

CHAP.
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CHAP. 1YV.

Of the law of sin, called the body of’ sin,
and its several Members.

S there is the law of faith, so on the other

hand, there is a law of sin and death

and there is war between them till the one

is overcome ; for faith fights against the old

spirit’ of carnal reason, and leaves not off

until it hath conquered, killed, or subdued it
unto obedience.

Now, the law of sin is called by the name
of the body of sin, as the law of faith is called
the body of faith; the new creature or new
man. Now each of these men have their
members; every particular sin in the old man
is called a member ; and as the body of faith
doth consist of many members; even so, the
body of sin doth consist of many members
also.

Now these members, fruits, or effects of
the body of sin, are reckoned up in the scrip-
tures to be many; and you will find them in
their motions. But then they are to be re-
sisted before they get power, by the contrary
members, fruits, and effects of the body of

divine
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divine faith, to crush those cockatrice eggs
before they become stinging serpents.

And then you may hold forth the mystery . .o
of faith with a pure conscience ; for it is not
faith as to a dogmatical notion that avails,
for that the devil have ; notwithstanding their
corrupt members as aforesaid.

But it is faith as to the practical point,
being made adherent and sealed in the pure
conscience, and so acts in purity. For if the
heart be corrupt, the actions will be evil ;
though the words may be sometimes as seem-
imgly good, being but as fig leaves to cover
off'; seen sin, and felt service.

Therefore, in order for your trial, I shall
present the law of sin before you in its parti-
culars members; shewing its work and wages.
And then shall. present unto you who have
adhered unto the law of faith, or entered into
its power and virtue, work and wages, in order
to the subduing the enemy. The law of sin
and death, or sin which bringeth death, whose
members are, as follows.

1. Adultery., 5. Strife. 9. Pride.

2. Fornication, 6. Envy. 10. Witchcraft.
3. Lasciviousness. || 7. Hatred. 11. Idolatry,
4. Wrath, 8. Covetousness, || 12. Heresy.

Of each of these in order, and for the first in the
following Chapter.

CHAP.
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The law
speaks to
sin.

Exo. xx.
Gen. vi. 3.
Rom. vii.
21, & xii.
21.

Isa.iv.1.5.

Gen.
Xxxix. 9.

Mat. xvi.
23,&v 29
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CHAP. V.

Shewing that Adultery is one of the Members
of the body of sin which must be manifest,
and how.

HE meoral law saith, Thou shalt not com-
mit adultery; this voice speaks to the
seed and nature of reason, which is sin; and
can do nothing but sin, if it hath not received
faith to suppress and sabduee it. For both
these men or laws do shew themselves in the
heart, which is the house they work m, and
according as the law of faith quickens, the
law of sin dies.
Of the motion of sin.

Now, the motion precedes the actionj; for;
before the action is eommitted, there arises
lust in the seed.  Now the work of the law
of faith is, to stop the motion before it comes
into action; therefore, ‘when a temptation
comes; either from without or from within ;
then the still and low voice of faith speaks
forth in itself, saying, as Joseph said, Shall
I do such wickedness, and sin against God.

The beginning of sin, how mortified.

Therefore, when an unchaste motion m the
law of sin ariseth, then mind your quickened

life



THE MYSTERY OF FAITH. 161

life of faith, that it may resist and subdue it. r.peviii.
And say, as Christ said to Peter’s sinful mo- 24
tion, Get thee behind me satan. = If he will

not obey and come behind, then pluck out

his right eye and cast it away, for that is one

of the members of the body of sinj for either
chastity or lust must die. = Chastity is the
member of faith. Lust is the member of cor-

rupt reason, the devil.

Therefore exercise yourselves in the spirit
of chastity, and be ever watchful, for your
life 1s a warfare. Keep up the life of faith,
and sin shall not domineer in lust and con-
cupiscence:

Set before you, examples of old, and see
what it hath cost your forefathers, who have
been left to fall into that sin of David’s. You P "%
may read how'the moral lJaw handled him}
that old law condemned the old heart. He
was in the lowest hell until the Lord sent a
pardon to him by his Prophet. It made him
go mourning all the day long, and to water
his couch with his tears. It is said, that he
roared for grief.

Therefore keep the fear of the Lord in that
spirit of faith ever before you, and you will
prevent these two hell-hounds, murder and
adultery. For the fear of the Lord is the spirit
of love, which quenches the heat of sin before
it'comes to a flame. .

w But
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But if you mind not the oil in your lamps,
your light will go out if you grow slothful
and negligent; and if you should mind to
know, rather than to do, and so, not keep
the conscience pure; how soon then, may the
evil spirit be at work, and if it should, what
will you do, for your torments will be inex-
pressibly great; also, you will not Kknow
whether you shall ever get from under it.

And this, must I further say, that it will
prove rare if any recover from the act of
adultery, after humiliation and profession of
faithf; and that of murder is more difficult.

But whoever hath got his unction or
anointing oil that Jehn speaks of, are made
so strong by it, in the virtue of that word of
faith abiding in them; as that it overcomes
that wicked one or lustful devil. These do
as James saith, Resist the devil. For the
devil lays in lust.

CHAP VL

Of fornication, a member of sin, and how
mortified.

SECONDLY, Another member of the body
of sin or the devil, is fornication. This
is'a sin that wraps the soul in the mantle of
death,
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death, where the worm never dies, if faith
gets not power to purge it out.

We read of one, who after the profession
of faith, had committed fornication; him Paul
ordered to he lleft unto satan. What satan
was that? why the spirit of fornication with
the condemnation of the law in ity for that
spirit that committed -the act was the devil,
under the name of satan. For satan signifies
the tempter, and the devil a destroyer.
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Thus was the fornicator delivered to the gy .

devil for the destruction of the devil ; thatis, >
he was left unto that lustful sin, and to the
law written in that lust; to be let loose upon
that soul for that sin; and so hell, death,
‘devil, and damnation lay upon him. All
comtort was fled from him ; the church dis-
owned him3 his own conscience accused him ;
hell’s mouth was open against him; and the
Lord had forsaken him. In that the spirit of
faith was quenched, and so could do nothing
but mourn and grieve.

And long it was, before that feebled faith
had got strength to destroy that lustful devil,
and to remove the law and get fellowship with
the church again.

In his blessing to his children.

The like was with Judah, Jacob’s son, he
being overcome with lust, committed fornica-
fion; but what was the issue of that foul sin?

way
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was it not a burthen to him as long ashe
lived ; and though the guilt was removed;
yet the sense of guilt remained upon the me-
mory, and was the cause of grief, and upon
every afiliction, he saw his fault and looked

" upon itas arod to scourge him for his sin.

Fly. therefore, youthful lusts; resist that
sin with the spirit of chastity, and it will fly
from you.

All viciousness dwells in the desire of lust,
because it hath no understanding in ity the
spirit of lust is a deceitful devil; it looks with
a face of love, whilst it strikes with a poisoned
dart. Like the bait of the angler, who the
more to deceive the fish, covers the hooks.

Wherefore, to prevent this, if a motion of
lust arise, then repair with all speed to the
law of the spirit of chastity, for a virgin life
of chastity. And this, likewise, you may
know, that if evil motions do arise from its
seed of fallen reason; yet you need not be
troubled at an evil motion as at an evil action;
for an evil motion, though it be troublesome
to a pure conscience, yet if it keeps from ac-
tion by a good motion, when it appears, it
quencheth evil and produceth peace.

I will not say, happy is the man or woman
that hath no evil motions, because there is
none that is void of all; (for, if so, heaven is
attained and the conflict of war is over) but

1 say,
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I say, happy are all those that when an evil
motion arises in the soul, that then forthwith
a good motion starts up, and saith, thou shalt
not do so and so, and thus suppress it, and
prevents the action, and so the law 1s not
broken: for the law condemneth mnot for
thoughts, but deeds. _

Many people do err exceedingly, by be-
lieving that an evil thought doth break the
law ; but the evil thought doth not break the

law, as well as the evil deed, and this belief

of'theirs occasions much wickedness, for when
they conceive they have broke the law, by
lusting after a woman; they upon this, Jet
loose the reins of their lust, and so commit
the act of adultery and fornication.

But notwithstanding sin’s blindness; yet
the enlightened soul knows that there is a
difference between the motion of sin, and the
action of sin. By this, are those two places
of John reconciled ; in the one he saith, He
that is born of God sinneth not; the other
saith, That he that saith, he hath no s, 1s
a liar. That 1s, he that hath no motion or
lust to sin, is a liar ; but as to the action, he
sinneth not; because the seed of faith abideth
in him, and suffereth not an evil motion to
break forth into action, but curbs it in time,
as aforesaid.

Therefore, you that have the seed of faith

' n
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in the spirit of purity, abiding in you; you
will keep yourselves from pollution by it, that
the wicked one touch you not. For if you
are crucified with ‘Christ; then is the body
of sin destroyed. For the will of Christ is
your sanetification and purity. Therefore,
possess ye, your vitals in sanctification and
honour; for you are called into holiness and
bought with a price.

CHAP. VIL

Of lasciviousnes, the nature of it, and how
to be mortified.

HTYRDLY.,—Lascivionsness 18 another

branch of the body of sin, it lays much

in the motion of lust, which leads to wick-

edness; so that if this be subdued, neither
adultery nor fornication can be committed.

I shall treat a little of this, because it shews
the symptoms of lust; and is as the glass of
the mind to discover what is within us; so
that sin may be seen in the bud, so that it may
be cut down in time, or the company it is
seen in, may be fled from, as from one that
hath the plague; for it ever precedes formca-

tion or adultery.
This
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This vice appears in the outward carriage; . iii 16
fly, therefore, all wanton company, and ab-
stain from a lofty and flittering carriage, and
use modesty, grace, and sober discourse; it is
concupiscence that bringeth audacious bold-
ness, and a wanton eye is a forerunner of it.

There are several vices which match them-
selves into couples, as chambering and wan-
tonness. Secondly, strife and envy. Thirdly, rom.xiis
drunkenness and gluttony, but we are te'*
put on the Lord Jesus, and make no provi-
sion for these works of the flesh. For drunk-
enness and idleness are the chief provocations,
but lust and wantonness they ever add more
fuel to the fire. The woman that lives in
pleasure, is dead while she lives.

Of wantonness.

Wantonness 1s inconsistent with gravity,
and gravity is a fruit of faith; whosoever
makes a profession of faith, and are still for
wantonness and pleasure, they are dead to
what they profess.

Therefore, said Paul, the younger widows
refuse, for when they have began to wax wan-
ton against Christ, they will marry; having
damnation, because they have cast off their
first faith.

From this place some have imagined that
second marriages are unlawful, but they are
mistaken; for no other marriage is unlawful

but
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but that which marries into lust and coneu-
piscence.

The widow that waxes wanton, becomes
wicked, and then if they marry, they marry
in the devil and notin the Lord ; for such as
are widows indeed, will marry with none to
forsake the faith, for that brings damnation.

Therefore hold fast the mystery of faith
in a pure and chaste soul, thatlasciviousness
may be destroyed, and wantonness repulsed
through abstinence.

CHAP. VIIL

Of anger and wrath, their description, and
how disting-uished.

PROURTHLY, The old spirit meeting with
opposition, immediately begets these
spirits, as anger, wrath, strife, hatred, and
murder. Anger kindles into ‘wrath; wrath
into strife ; strife into hatred ; and hatred into
murder.
Now you are to understand in' the first

place, the nature of anger and wrath, but as
they are from the root; for faith when it meets
with opposition; sends forth or begets anger
and wrath, and it is not evil when set against

- evil 5
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evil; for every good man hath an indignation
against wickedness.
Wrath distinguished.

But wrath as it rises from the law of sin,
1s one thing, and different from the wrath
that arises from -the law of faith ; therefore,
we are to distinguish between these two fires

For wrath in the seed of faith burns against
sin, as well in itself as in another, hating its
own thoughts, and its own self when it finds
resistance against that received true light and
life, thelaw of faith. For faith loves purity,
and hates impurity, where ever it appears.

Again, faith’s anger and wrath is not for
the destroying any man’s person, but the
wrath arises against the evil in his person, but
not against his person, and so, upon the ceas-
ing, the evil is reconeiled, and so in wrath,
can remember mercy.

But on the contrary, the wrath that kindles
in the law of sin, it is not against evil, but
only that which .it- esteems to be evil ; and
whatsoever is in opposition to its own nature,
it fights against ; and not only against the evil
nature or quality, but against the person-also;
and so would hang, kill, and slay, and so in
that, wrath can remember no merey.

169

Again, -the seed of faith’s wrath arises pe. cxiix
. . . 6.
against blasphemy, and is executed against yer. xviii.

the blasphemer, with a seal of death upon ™

X the
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the conscience of the blasphemer, and so

ceaseth.

Now, on the other hand, that wrath that
arises upon this, (in the seed of reason who
committed the blasphemy) doth as an oven
burn to consume its enemy, root and branch,
that hath sealed him to a punishment here-
after, when time is no more.

But on_the contrary, faith ceaseth from
wrath, and patiently receiveth the others
wrath, and all injuries done against him, and
leaves the execution to God, seeing all ven-
geance 1s his.

Application.

Therefore, these things considered, let not
wrath arise in yon, but what is against evil,
resist that evil ; but.as to punishment resist
not, but exercise yourselves with patience,
fret not yourselves against evil doers, and use
no clamour or quarrelling, or evil language,
for such wrath only resteth in the bosom of
fools; but be calm and quiet, for neglect will
sooner kill an enemy, than revenge.

To vex other men is.but to teach them how
to vex you. When a dog barks at you, let
him alone, and he will soon have done, but
if you resist him, you will make him the
worse.

Let the good spirit of faith, love, patience,
and pity, guide you in all ways that are good;

keep
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keep to faith and hold fast the mystery of
faith in a pure conscience, according to my
text, and it will not only give wisdom, but
power to subdue all rancour and malice, and
lead you in the peaceable ways of godliness,
where no perturbations of mind is, but joy for
evermore,

CHAP. 1IX.

Of strife and debate, and from whence it
ariseth, and of its fruits and effects.

FI FTHLY, Strife and debate flows out of Strifeis
the old spirit or law of sin. Thisis a of wrath.
fruit of wrath, beware of it, a wrathful man .
stirs up strife; and as wrath stirs up strife, so ‘““pg irs
does tale-bearing stirup both wrath and strife.
It is the property of a good spirit, and a
wise heart to conceal secrets, but the impru-
dent and talkative divulge all; therefore, if
you would live in peace, hear, see, and say
little; mind things at home; watch the heart;
there is enough to do there, for keeping the
conscience pure and undetiled for the place
of the work of the mystery of faith.
Cherish love, and kill strife.
Therefore, water the ground and cherish

love
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love in the angel of peace, and strife will not
defile you, though it arises from a seeming
purity, in a profession of faith and worship.

Seeming holiness discovered by strife.

For the devil transformed himself into an
angel of light that he might appear holy;
but, in that he manageth his religion from
his rational wisdom and burning zeal, and
fiery strife; he is thereby discovered to be
counterfeit gold ; his work is the mystery of
iniquity.

Talse religion lies in strife and debate.

For all opinion in religion grounded firom
the old spirit, in a legal seeming righteouns-
ness are managed in strife, and those that are
the sharpest in wit, are the strongest in strife.

Have you not heard that all the seven
anti-churches here in Europe, and more espe-
cially here in England, do fight one against
the other; anti-christianing one another, and
cursing one another in their pulpits; accusing -
one another, and condemning one another
for false prophets and false priests, when as
to the discerning seed, they are all false; all
of Babel, and nothing but Babel and strife,
and the angel of strife rules over them.

All the learning of reason is for strife; all
University learning isfor strife, who shall be
uppermost, who shall be greatest in church
and state, in rhetoric and logic.

Which
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Which is to make black, white, and to turn
truth into a lie, and a lie into truth ? who
raus into fruitless arguments and distinctions,
and dote about questions and strife of words,
and refined eloquence.

Strive not with talkative men.

Therefore, beware of this spirit of conten-
tion and strife of words of a glittering and
guilded language; for all is not gold that
glitters, nor all is not lead that looks dull;
for truth is plain and needs no gloss upon it.
A plain downright declaration of the founda-
tion of faith, takes not with them; never
strive with them; for it is a certain and infal-
lible rule, that strife and contention never
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Faith and

brought an_y to the true faith ; for how should strite are

fore go no further with a wrangling person,
than yea or nay; for if he is contentious, he
neither knows truth as he onght, neither is he
fit to hear a heavenly and divine truth, whilst
he is subject to quarrel with it.
The effects of strife is confusion ; the effect
of faith the direct contrary.
Therefore, what 1s the end of ‘strife, but
confusion, and every evil work; for why
should we strive about word, whilst we have
the value of thase words, whieh are peace
and quietness.
Therefon e, it is certain, none strive about

religion,

inconsist-

it, when 1t 1s out of the falth itself. There- eat.
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religion, but such as are void of true religion,
who have not this faith te hold in a pure con-
science ; for undefiled religion is to relieve
the afflicted with ‘hands of innocency, with
the heart of faith and love, without the spot,
stain or strife, debate or envy,

Applied.
Therefore hold fast the mystery of faithin
Psa.xvill g pure conscience, and it will deliver you

from the strivings of the people, and pre-
serve you from the strife of tongues, and the
world’s Babel.

CHADP X

Of" envy, and its nature.

IXTHLY, Envy isanother member of the
body of sin, being a foul unclean spirit
and must be mortified, it must be watched,
that it rise not again, because the root is not
rooted all out.
The effect of envy are three.
Faith hath need of all its weapons, and it
muast be a strong one too that cuts off envy.
Envy is a fretting cursed spirit, for first it
makes a man’s soul to grow savage; secondly,
it spoileth the countenance, making a man
Took
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look aghast as if he was affrighted. Thirdly,

it breedeth war and sets the blood on fire,

and then neither sober reason nor faith can

rule, for it bereaveth a man of his wits. This
reason fighteth against its own reason, when
sober; this eavy is the very state of hell; . =
this is the passion of devils; mortify it there- mortifed.
fore, and let it not reign a moment, the way

of deliverance is by going out of that house

of Belial, and going into the house of God ;

into the heart, where the fear of the Lord is

writ in the knowledge and wisdom ‘of Jesus
Christ; and then the evil spirit of envy will

fly from you, for it canmnot stand m the pre-
sence of the Lord, that is, in the presence of

the law of faith.

Riches and honor, the seeds of envy.

Two things there are, that are the seeds of
envy, and these are riches and honer; this
begets envy in the poor or such as are under
affliction. David began te be a little tainted
with envy, when he saw the flourishing con-
dition of the wicked, and the poor was neg-
lected, and the upright but laughed to scorn
by the rich and: honourable.

That evil seed was quickened of thé relicts
of the body of sin before mortified, which
made him think that God was not just in his
distribution; but presently, upon his return
into faith’s sanctuary, then did he sg& his

error,
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error, and called himself a foolish man (as
from thatupstart spirit) for those his thoughts,
and a madman for his envy.

The doctrine applied.

Therefore, you that have faith formed in
you, hold it fast:in a pure  conscience, and
then envy cannot arise so as to rest upon yon;
if you are poor and others are rich, let not
the seed of envy arise so as to fret you at it;
for your poverty will be great riches, when
their riches are but poverty. If they are
honorable, disdain them not, nor envy them
in the least, for their honor will be quickly
in the dust, when, as your memorial shall be
for ever.

A little while and things shall be changed
perhaps upside down ; .it. may fall out that
you may here have temporal as well as spi-
ritual riches, and then you are sure to meet
with envy enough upon you, but it had better
be upon you, than in you.

Then you may say, as a sober rich man
once said, I had rather, said he, my enemies
did envy at'my prosperity, than my friend at
my poverty; I am certain you bear me no ill
will, that I am not as you are; but it is be-
cause you cannot be as I am.

CHAP.
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CHAP XI.
Of hatred and murder.

EVENTHLY, Hatred and murder arve,
two other members of the body of sin.
This murder is a fruit of anger, wrath, and
strife, contention and envy; therefore, with-
out these, murder cannot be ecommitted ; it

is said, Cain was wrath, and then slew his
brother in wrath, (said one of Cain’s progeny)

I slew a man, for that wrath is the devil;
wrath is the slayer and destroyer.
Murder defined.

Murder is the finisher of the sin of the lust 15, ; 15,
of wrath. Wrath is evil in the seed, but a
damned devil in the deed, if faith reclaim
not; but if any should fall from the faith to
murder, I know not how they will rise to
faith again; but I shall speak of hatred as an
inlet to murder.

Faith’s doctrine is, he that hateth his bro-
ther of the faith with him, is a man-slayer, 15
and whilst he hates his brother, eternal life
abides not in him, for if it did, he could not
hate; for the seal of life dwells in love, but
the seal of death lives in hatred.

Y There
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There is a two-fold hatred from the two
seeds, or law of faith and sin; but he that
professeth faith, and hates his brother in that
faith, he hates God, and that hatred of his is
the hatred of hell; and so may be called a
manslayer; for he slays the man child; he
slays the faith. This is the bane of godli-
ness and crucify’s faith uuder the pretence of
faith.

If any of the faith commit a fault, must
he hate hiny for'that fault; if any of the faith,
in some particular things be ignorant, none
but the prond will call him a fool.

Marks of the true church

Now the mark of the true church is, love
the brotherhood, fear God, honour the king,
and give honour to  whom honour belongs ;
these are the three daughters of christianity.

Therefore be rooted and grounded in love,
and cherish the spirit of charity, and by it
slay hatred ; if you see any infirmities in any
of your brethren, cover them with the mantle
of love; and if you see them humbled, it is
not hating them, for alas, they hate them-
selves for their backslidings. * But if any bro-
ther will be vindicating unrighteousness, or
pleading for fleshly hberty, or justifying an

error, have no fellowship with them, but re-

prove them, but hate them not; yet hate their
backsliding.

Entertain



THE MYSTERY OF FAITH. 179

Entertain no other hatred but what is
against sin, for these two bodies are two men;
faith and sin must have their hatred to each
other; because they are contrary, and but one
must reign; therefore there is war till one is
snbdued.

Hatred subdued, and how.

Therefore having the faith, hold it fast in
a pure conscience, and then no hatred will
arise, that is, evily but if the meotion of ha-
tred, that is, evil, should start up, faith is in
readiness to sappress it.

Therefore if you will hate, hate lies, hate Pea. v.5.
iniquity, ‘hate: covetousness, hate envy, and cix. xr.
in fine, hate every false way. This hatred Ao, .
you may have as aforesaid, and it will never
discompose the soul, but on the contrary,
subdues evil ‘and settles the soul in perfect
iM‘ﬂ(,‘.ﬁ“

I3

CHAP. XI1

Of covetousness.

IGHTHLY, Covetousness is another pi.
member of the body of sin, and is to be §jE>
mortified; for thelove of riches stealeth away
the heart, and there is nothing which choketh

the
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the seed of faith and crusheth the new birth,
as worldly cares,

What can riches do for a man, they cannot
~deliver him in the day of trouble; nay, do
"they not on the contrary, bring men into

slavery; certainly said one, Riches must deli-
ver me from no evil ; if the possession of them
take not away the longing for them. When
Christ said, Blessed are the poer in spirit.
and those that thirst after righteousness: He
givesus to understand thereby those that have
faith in his word, that ne man is rich but he
_that is poor. One drachm of the grace of
* contentment more than of covetousness in the
soul over, and above the desire of any worldly
wealth, is better than thousands of gold and
silver.

Therefore covet not riches, but covet after
ii. contentment, or as the Apostle saith, Covet
the best gifts. Worldly riches are not the
best gifts; for God distributes gifts in lis
anger, when they are desired as the best and
chiefest.

But hold fast the go]den grace of faith, be
“rich there; be rich in love and in the power
of godlmess forsake all for this; if any thing
stands in competition for truth, then forsake
it for truth ; be it father or mother, house or
lands, for house or lands kept agamst truth,
will prove miserable ; but riches lost for

‘truth’s
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truth’s sake is richly recompenced by more
than a hundred fold.

Again, what is gold and silver but dross
and dregs of the earth; and what are the
world’s fine satins and silks, but the dung of
vile worms; what are the best clothes, but
the wool of sheep; and the best fars, but the
skins of dead beasts. What are those painted
palaces; those lofty towers and sumptuous
buildings. Are they any thing but the very
earth and dust? and 1s not this that which
the serpent feeds on, or desires to feed on ?

Look to faith.

Contemplate, and consider these things,
and know further, that worldly love is but l“”t[‘:;n i,
enmity with God. Therefore look to the hold *
of faith, and that in a pure conscience, for
God gives faith to elay it.

Renewed nature 1s content with a little.

Our life is maintained by a little, if we ,,, .
have food and raiment, and a place to sléep o i
in, it is enough ; nature is content; a morsel >
of bread and a draught of water will keep
us alive.

Whoever paid use money for water, and
onions to keep him alive, or starved for want
of food? certainly, not any true seryant of the
Lord, unless such as have been in prison, and
£0 prevented of liber ty for a season.

Faith
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Taith the best promise.

paiigo  Tor this we know, that there is sucha

. blessing of" faith, that is ever preserved from
a beggarly or thieving' way; but hath a com-
petency to live by one just calling or another;
according to that saying of David, I have
been young, (said David) but now I am old,
yet I did never see the righteous forsaken or
their seed beg their bread.

CHAP. XIIL
Of pride.

Pride the INTHLY, Pride is another member of

first-bora . \
of the De. the body of sin, that is, a most terrible

;;"::lt';.x.b, spirit; it is the very first born of the devil;
it is of such a magnitude, as that it may be
called the body of sin itself; for it is the very
cause and ground of many evils; as variance,
hatred, and mischief; and from hence it is,
that wrath may be called proud wrath; be-
cause, it is hatched in pride. Also pride is

Dan.ivgg L€ OCCasion and cause of persecution and

Diex.vi-_oppression. Prxdc? was ever the great crying
criine of every nation, and was ever peculiar -
to all the seed of .the serpent, more or less.
Yet, though faith hath anger and wrath in i,

as
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as I have shewed before, yet it hath no pride
n it at all, but the contrary nature, which is
humility.

Therefore, if any pride appear in a saint,
it is not from his saintship, but from his ser-
pentship, even from that bedy of sin he had
by nature, which - faith :is*in: continual war
withal, until all the body ef sin is destroyed.

Mortify pride.

Therefore to resist pride, stir up the grace ; 5., ..
of humility, ‘which lies low initself in the3, .
garden of your heart, and suffer not the weed Rey- xvii.

4. & xviii.
of pride to grow there; but beat it down with 24

the spirit of humility; for it isa pernicious T
evil; it is alse, a deceitful devil, when it is
decking itself in the garment of knowledge

in a Pharisaical righteousness.

Pride the fountain of all wickedness.

From hence flews all the spiritnal wicked-
ness in high places of fallen angelical wisdom,
and from hence comes pesrsecution for con-
science sake, and from hence proud luciferian
devils from their shew of holiness, ‘do scorn
all that are not of their mind, and subject to
be ruled by them.

And from hence it is the three next mem-
bers of the body of sin, witchcraft, idolatry,
and heresy have their originals, and own their
duty to pride or spiritual pride.

Therefore resist pride, for where it gets

head,
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head, it rules by destruction and pride, for
it slays love, provoketh disdain, kindleth
malice, confoundeth justice, and condemneth
the innocent.

Pride’s crucifier.

But you have not so learned by Christ, for
the cross of Christ is pride’s crucifier; when
the cross of Christ is magnified ; then pride
is mortified. And it is the spirit of humility,
out of the life or body of faith that resisteth
pride, and kill the devil or that devil.

It is humility that makes saints, but it is
pride that makes devils. Pride puffs up, but
it is humility that pricks the bladder, and
lets forth all the pufling wind, therefore hold
fast the faith, and you will be clothed with
humility ; when faith brings forth humility,
then the conscience is purified, and faith is
as it should be. As Paul willed to be with
Timothy, sealed in a pure conscience where
it works the work of life, not for life, but
from life.

Therefore, let this humility fight against
that Goliah and mighty giant, this Appolian
the destroyer; for pride, revenge, arrogancy,
or ambition, are the destroying angels; but
humility, meekness, patience, and lowliness
are the good angels of the Lord in the spirit
of faith, to give you the victory.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XIV.

Of witchcraft.

YENTHLY, Witcheraft is another member
of the body of sin. Now there is a two-
fold witcheraft, a spiritual and a natural ; all
the world lies undertheone or the otherof these pali gl
witchcrafts. There is none free from them, f'¢:
but such as hold the mystery of faith in a
pure conscience. It will now be too tedious
to shew the several kinds of witcheraft, but
there is no necessity to do it here, because I
have treated largely on in my Treatise of
Trath Triumph.
Witcheraft, its original.

On]y this you may know, that all witch- A
craft is from the spirit that is in man, from Jefg’(;x“‘
this body of sin, and not from a spirit that is
without a man. Every man carries a witch
in his own spirit of reason, and if his reason .
or imagination of reason, rule wholly in him,
he is sure to be bewitched. If his carnal na-
ture acts religion, then he is bewitched by
it; ‘and whosoever submits to worship accord-
ing as imagination dictates and commands,
they are under spiritual witchcratft.

7 Those
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i 1. Those Galatians that turned to the worship
of the law, were bewitched by the teachers
of the law, and those teachers were bewitched
by their imagination.

What it is that doth bewitch.

In a word, what is witcheraft but deceit;
and whatis deceit but a witch. Carnal love
is a witch; drunkenness is a witch; the spirit
of whoredom is a witch; every member of
the body of sin is. a witch, and is bewitched
by its own seed, or by the overpowered reason
of another.

Faith, free from witcheraft.

Therefore, in order for your being pre-
served from all witchcraft in you, or upon you,
hold fast the faith in a pure conscience, and
then neither reason, nor the imaginations of
reason, within or without you, can deceive

g you ; for, if you set not your reason to ima-

gete™iteh oination in things beyond its reach, you can-
not be bewitched ; for, it is imagination that
forms the witch.

Faith kills the witch.

But it is written in the law, that witches

Exo. xxii. aT'€ t0 be put to death ; therefore let your spirit

" of knowledge in faith put this imagination
witch to death, that would draw you from the
simplicity of truth; butif your faith is lively,
neither can you be bewitched by that degree
of witchcraft, which is called sophistry or

evasion.
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evasion. You can receive no hurt from those
dark spirited witches, nor by those whose
witcheraft lies in their destroyed nature; who
being born under such malevolent planet, as
well as from a corrupt seed and line, that
poison with their eye, through its evil influ-
ence. I say you need fear no such, for those
that have faith are above their power.

Therefore hold fast faith in a pure consci-
ence, and it will subdue all witchcraft that
flows from wicked imaginations within, and
shall reign over all witchcraft without,

CHAP XV
Of idolatry.
LEVENTHLY, Idolatryis another mem-

ber of the body of sin, of which we are
to be aware; for that is in the worshipping a
false God, or the true God falsely. Now,
after faith is attained, the covenant entered,
_the true God, and his true worship known ;
to-fall from that worship is idolatry, and to
fall from their faith in God, is heresy.
Idolatry and heresy defined.
Idolatry is so odious in nature, that Peter
calls it abominable; and idolatry was by all
the Prophets ever counted abominable.

187
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God gave the nation of the Jews a law of
worship, but how soon were they turned from
it, and committed idolatry ; for which he was
wrath against them, to destroy them ; God is
more jealous of that sin than any other. Let
us consider the pature of it.

Nature of idolatry.

Idolatry is so great an evil as to rob God
to clothe the devil, and to save its life, 1t
looses 1t ; for ‘it wounds the conscience and
kills the peace of it; if faith in it's God do
not stand above all.

Go not to idol temples.

Therefore, he that bows the knee to Baal,
S falls from God; they are ignorant that think
Rev. xviii. they may go to the national worship, and yet
* ' serve God in spirit; it is but from the spirit

of the body of sin that such a thought comes
from ; for what is it that carries the body to
an 1d01 temp]e is it not the spirit; and it
cannot be a good spirit, but an evil spirit of
1d0]atry, and fear, which catses that idolatry.

Therefore go you not to the world’s temple
of stone, for you know that your God is not
there; therefore, why should spiritual righte-
ousness give place to spiritual wickedness.

" Be wise and knowing.

Consider then, the nature of things; for as
faith and certainty comes from the true God,
so imagination and thinking, flows from a

‘ false
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false God. Therefore what fellowship can gxo. viii
there be between Christ and Belial j; away i cor. iv.
therefore with the world’s God, and the world’s 1%, ..
worship; for the ark of God and Dagon can-*
not stand together.
Learn of faith.

If a temptation, either from without or
from within, should excite you to the national
worship, saying to you, that you will be un- 5> **
done, or the like ; then let the spirit of faith
i its purified conscience make answer and.
say; away from me, ye wicked thoughts;
away from me, ye workers of iniquity. What
1s this world to me, who have tasted of the
world to come. What is the friendship of
this world ; it 1s but as dying. I value it not
The reproaches of Christ is to me great riches,
for if I loose my life here, I shall find it again,
when he, that my soul adores, shall come,
who hath given me faith to believe, to do, and
to suffer. _

Thus, if you hold fast the faith in a pure
conscience, it will speak for itself, and be for
it’s Lord, and not for another man or the body
of sin, but will hate backsliding and every false Text.
way; for a purified faith or working faith will
hold its own secure, its interest with power,
to the great honour of his Ged, the Lord
Jesus Christ, blessed for ever.—Amen, Amen,
Amen. '

CHAP.
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CHAP. XVL
Of heresy.

WELFTHLY, and lastly, another mem-
ber of the body of sin, is heresy; all
false churches yet call themselves christians,
have their original from the spirit of heresy ;
although in this latter age they cannot pro-
perly be called hereticks, because they never
owned the truth ; so they go under the name
of idolaters or false worshippers, by those that
know truth, rather than hereticks.
Scismatics.

Now, as a-seism is a division in a church,
so is heresy a rent from the church; now, in
the Apostles time, there were some that did
cause divisions; these were scismatics; and
those that forsook the faith and doctrine, here-
ticks. * Yet you must mind, though it is said,
thev forsook the church, yet not that they
were not of the charch, they were in it for a
season by their professions, but they were not
of the church in respect of the mystery of
faith in a pure conscience.

Heresy brancheth forth itself.
Some of them hold Christ’s human nature,
but deny his divine; others again, hold both
natuares,
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natures, but yet would have a God above
him, and before him. These hold the Father
and Son as two distinet persons, but deny the
Holy Ghost as a person. Others hold the
Holy Ghost to be a person, so they add this
person to the other two, and so make three
persons, which they call Trinity in the Nicene
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Creed, and so fall from the faith of Jesus mto grev.xi. 1.

heresy. And this heresy, getting authority
on its side, grew great, and its spirit spoke
loud, by which the true church could not be
heard or seen, which owned none but Christ,
and so came to be trod under foot; then a
God of three persons must head the church;
whilst the true church was headed by none

but Christ.

Of heresy and the spirit of anti-christ.

And yet, though the spirit of heresy would
own Christ; yet it was not the true Christ,
but a Christ before Christ; yet Christ the
son of a virgin, must with them have a share
of the godhead glory ; so- being one God with
God the Father, and one God with the Holy
Ghost. Therefore, must have one third part
of the glory, not the whole glory; but this
Christmusthave a God before him, and'distinct
from him, and this is heresy in the spirit of
Anti-Christ to deny God became flesh, and
so a son. That Son and Father being one
personal God, to which the spirit of faith bore
witness ;
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witness; that Christ God was come in the
flesh, and not Christ without God.

Now this was a startling doctrine, they
could not bear it, that had not faith in a pure
conscience ; for the spirit of heresy will have
no God, but the spirit of God without a body.

Now these anti-churches are headed by
this Anti-Christ, and they call one another
hereticks, and they call us hereticks, because
we fell from them; but we are not hereticks
because we fell not from truth to error, but
from error to truth; a happiness on our side
that from falling from error, we are catched by

Al bene. truth  Men may fall from one thing to an-

ticks will other that is not truth, but whoever falls from

be damnd truth, falls for ever, even into perdition ;
now there is no hereticks, but such as fall
from truth.

Therefore, you that have received the
anointing, holdfast faith in a pure conscience
dipped in love ; if the precious blood of Jesus
be sprinkled there, it will be so powerful that
neither life nor death, principality nor power
will be able to remove you from that esta-
blished faith in the person of Jesus, which is
faith’s only object. And thus you see faith’s
power as to mortification in this body of sin,
made up of twelve members.

Now I shall discourse as to its vivification
and actions; as to its new life and spiritual

' worship
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worship, in perfection of holiness, as far as
faith’s teaching doth guide me.

CHAP. XVIL

Of faith's virtues.

AM now come to set forth the power of

faith, asin reference to its virtue and life,
in which lies the greatc harter of justification;
which gives sentence of life, which is attained
to, by holding the mystery of faith in a pure
conscience.

Now to the end that faith may appear to
be faith indeed, we will consider it in its parts
and . properties, as it answers to a good con-
science, or as to the answer of a pure consci-
ence to a justification of life, in that peace
which passeth all understanding of reason.

Wherefore, in that we have been grounded
m faith, so far as that we have overcome the
wicked one; I shall now hence forward ex-
pect that we are arrived to that degree, as to
witness the assurance of everlasting life; there-
fore, we will now begin to magnify the Lord
Jesus Christ for his free grace, and will begin
to set before you, (whom I have been instru-
mental in bringing to this faith) the virtue

AA ’ of
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of this new law of faith or grace of the light
of life eternal, and that with as much brevity
as I can, that when we come to answer to
that law and are fully guided by it, that our
Joymay befull, and our consolation to abound;
therefore in order to it, let us view the virtues
of this new law, faith, or light of life eternal,
as aforesaid.

CHAP. XVIIL
How faith gives assurance of eternal life.

R F[RST, This grace of divine faith is of
such virtue, as that it gives the assurance
of eternal life; T am sure, saith Job, that my
Redeemer lives; and Christ said, Because T
live, ye shall live also; as if the Lord should
say, fear not little flock, my kingdom is yours.
Christ’s words are faith and charter. Faith
will not leave its hold, for words of faith
spoken into faith are of mighty power; things
of the same hature ever unite; because I live,
ye shall live also, my word is truth, my tes-
titony is sure.
Arguments of assurance.
When faith is perfect, then it gives perfect
assurance of eternal life; when the inward
calls



THE MYSTERY OF FAITH. 195

calls are heard, the election is sure; if Christ
be a sure foundation; then there is a sure
salvation to those that build upon him
knowingly.

The mercies of Christ are sure mercies ; Iss.lv. 3.

Acts xiii.
the new law founded in the heart are sure .

mercies sealed, and may read his own salva- -
tion in that seal.

The assurance of eternal life are the living ,, .
waters given, that comes ﬂowing out of the 14 & vi.
belly of faith; for when this life is qmckened R" xxii.
to assurance of life; then doth the motion of
peace run in the veins, as waters of life.

Oh ! this assurance of eternal life is grace i, ixvii.
inexpressible ; for this salvation assuranceis, i, xxvi.
not only wells of living waters to the heart, 7, ;; .
where it lives; but is, as walls and bulwarks E> ™
about the heart likewise. And this grace of
assurance being the strength of faith, it be-
comes as a wall or helmit; for, let all the
powers of hell strike at the head, yet this hel-
met saves it; this first-born of faith defends
us, and repels the enemy.

Then can the soul say, who knows who i1, 1in.;.
we have believed, we know that we are of }’j,,b, .
God, and that the world lies in the devil. &% ;.
We know that God hath chosen us, and given '*
us understanding to know him; and we know
the love of Christ ; and we know that we are
in him; and we know it assuredly, by his

spirit
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Acts xvii,
19.

John iii,
1.

Ez. xxxlii.
32.
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spirit’ that dwelleth in us, that sealeth to us
his ' word, which said, T have loved you.
| Faith a mystery.

Thus doth life shew itself in this its new
creation; but it shews but itself to itself, asin
reference to its internal knowledge, and hea-
venly enjoyments; for the world knows no-
thing of this, for this faith to them is, a mys-
tery. None but saints have communication
in this faith, they have an intercourse with
each other, -In a most sweet communication,
to their great joy and refreshment of heart,
in their knowledge of this mystery of faith.
But the world, who is nothing but the bedy
of sin, it can know nothing of this, though
it is told it; but cry, What is the matter, I
know not what you mean ; what new doctrine
is this; can a man be born again.

Thus you see the nature of this faith’s sal-
vation assurance; therefore holdfast the mys-
tery of faith; but then it must be held in a
pure conscience, and it bringeth to this.
Whilst faith is but in the head, it doth no-
thing, but only makes a sound like tinkling
brass, from that comes nothing but lip-life;
even as a man that will sing well, and so
pleases another, but profits none, nor himself.

But, saith Paul, Holdfast the faith in a
pure’ conscience.  Faith- must be brought
down into the cellar of the heart, and into a

purified
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purified heart of faith; for faith must purify ex.
before it pacifies, and gives assurance of life; Rom.v- &
therefore the heart must be pure, before sal-
vation can be sure.

If a man profess faith, and say, he hath
faith, yea, all faith ; yet, if it hath not wrought
tora purified conscience, he cannot attain to
the assurance of life eternal, notwithstand-
ing his faith; and till then, what can he
glory in.

Theretore, said Paul, spedkmg, i thie per- Rom i,
son of such, if T had all faith, soas'T could =
remove mountains and have no charity, even
that faith’s charity that is wronght in' a pure
eonscience, it profiteth nothing to eternal life.

Mind faitly’s life,
And not hp’s strife.

From hence, we may observe, that faith is ! Disboii
a'large sense of five-fold. Tirst, there is 32 Maracu
diabolical faith the devils believe and tremble 3 IHmmn
at. Seecondly, there is a miraculous faith. 33310men—
Thirdly, there is a historical faith. Fourthly, s Saving

faith work

a momentary faith. Fifthly, and last]y, Aingioa

pure con-

justifying saving faith; and this saving is, scieuce.
that which is held in a pure conscience. The ﬁ:ﬁé"&lg
other four sorts of faith are, sealed only in the i peteri.
head, and so is dogmatical; but this saving Maxii.
faith is in the heart, and so is practical. o A
Therefore salvation assurance comes to be
witnessed, upon its holding the mystery of

faith
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faith in a pure conscience; then doth consei-
ence justify.
Application.

Therefore look to yourselves what consci-
ence ye have, for conscience will damn, and
conscience will save. When faith worketh
in the conscience it saveth; sin, when it work-
eth in the conscience damneth.

The charter of heaven.

Therefore, to conclude this point, the faith
of assurance of eternal life is the charter of
Heaven, which is plentifully given to saints
in all or every commission. For there never
was any that was partakers of the grace of
the gospel in heart and conscience, that would
gainsay this doctrine; for without that grace
there is no true worship of God; nor can love
the Lord with all his heart; nor can glory or
glorify his name with praise; but he that
hath salvation abiding in him.

Therefore, without controversy, assurance
of eternal life is, the life of all true spiritual
worship. The fruits thereof, shall further
appear, as.an evidence of comfort to us; and
as a witness to all gainsayers in the world.

CHAP.
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: CHAP. XIX.
Of true spiritual praise or worship.

w ECONDLY, He or she, that hath this law

of the light of life in them, to the pur- .
pose; his tongue will be tilled with praise to
his God, the fountain of his glory, (or rather
his heart) for God knows the voice of the
heart.

Now, nothing doth so much. glerify God
as praise; praise is the only acceptable sacri-
fice; the praise of God is there, where faith
doth appear. It is impossible for the law of
faith to be without praise, for the assurance-
of life eternal sends forth its return of divine
praise to the God of its salvation.

What praise is divine and holy.

199

Now no praise is divine, but what flows 2 ===

from the assurance of life; and therefore it **ii 1

is, that none but the upright can praise God;
and that true praise takes in the whole heart.
For a pure heart sends forth pure praise,
and this is the praise that is called comely or
perfect. i

Mat. xxi,

This perfect salvation praise, is a sacrifice ;¢

of a sweet smelling savor; and is perfuomed
with
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with a variety of spiritual aromatic spices;
so that the smell of it 1s, as the smell of a
field to him it is offered to, yea, that hath
opened the gate and let the king of glory in,
by your knowledge of him in a purified con-
science, which gives peace and assurance of
eternal life. I say, do open the gate of praise,
then, and let it ascend and joy in that praise
as a suitable return unto him, that hath
wrought all our righteousness; for it is joy
of heart that sends forth, not verbal, but spi-
ritual praise, as will be declared in the next
chapter.

CHAP XX
Shewing that praise flows from perfect joy.

assurance V JNHIR DLY, The worship of praise flowing
of eternal . .
life, a new from a perfect joy, must needs be accep-
creatioh - table ;. for what is assurance of eternal life,
but a new creation of inexpressible joy, which
Joy, must act forth itself in praise, so that
praise is a fruit of joy and peace; we praise
for benefits received. _
Assurance of life to know it.
b vii.  When assurance of eternal life enters the
38. i . .
soul, then sorrow and fear flies away; and

joy
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Joy takes place and spreads itself in every part Iss. Lz

of the heart, and so is plesenﬂy filled with **
joy, which as soon as it is full, then it doth
overflow as a river. True worship doth con-
sist in these overflowing streams; they, are
all free-will offerings, and being the fruits of
faith, they are offered unto the Lord.

This is the worshipping God in spirit and
truth, that God will be worshipped from.

Two People—two Worships.

From hence you see, wherein the worship Mat. vi.

of the world, and the worship of the spirit”
doth differ. All the formal worshippers, they
draw near to worship God (him whom they
conceit to be God) on purpose to gain life,
and to please God, as if God had as much
need of their worship, as they of his salvation.
Therefore it is, they will and do build brave
houses of wood and stone, as if God would
be pleased with that; and then and there,
they tender him the old stock of reason in
their rational services, saying, take there thy
own, for we have no fruits to give, and let it
procure thy acceptance ; and by virtue of that
talent of reason, though it yield no joy or
peace, yet from that talent, they cry, Save us
O Lord; O Lord save us.

But it 1s otherwise, with' theose that have
engraved in their hearts; the mystery of faith;
those who do ot worship God on purpose to

B B please
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please him; neither to the end that they may
have eternal life, for they know he is well
pleased with themalready ; therefore, they do
not serve God for salvation, but from salvation;
neither do they seek out of themselves for a
house or tabernacle to worship God n. It
is written, be joyful in the house of God, and
worship in his courts, your own bodies, (who
have the body of faith) i1s this house, and
your own hearts are the courts; and your own
spirits of faith is that light and life that wor-
ship’s there, by sending forth thence, the
streams of love and praise arising from joy in
the Holy Spirit, and peace of conscience unto
your God the Lord Jesus Christ; who is the
only Author of that your love, peace, and joy
as abundantly beforesaid.

CHAP. XXI

Of love, and whence derived.

OURTHLY, Another salvation virtue

and divine property of faith, and that

no small one, is love. Love is aene of the

ladies of honor or daughters of faith, and is

sister to peace ; when this is brought forth,
then is the law of the light of life perfeeted.
Fuith and love vs body and soul. '

This love, I shall here write of, is nothing
else
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else but faith completed into a body of life;
without this, faith is no mystery; divide this
from faith, and you divide the soul from the
body. Take away love, then faith is cru-
cified. The assurance of life; the joy of sal-
vation; the peace of conscience is all gone,
if love is divided from from faith. As reason
can say, I, prudence, live with wisdom; so
saith faith, I live with love; faith is not seen
to be faith, if love do not shew it
When the Apostle saith, though I give all
my goods to the Poor, and have not charity, * "
it profiteth nothing, and myself to the fire
to be burnt, &c. One would now think this
was charity, this was love, that would reach
justification, but it was not. For if charity
is done to gain life, and it is not given from
life ; it is no charity; it is no love; it is no
faith ; no living loving faith, no saving faith.
This being so, give me leave to shew faith’s

life and virtue in this word, love, which is no
other but faith dilated, opened, and enlarged

by its life and vigor, when sealed in a pure
conscience, it may be seen in several actions
and operations, which are chiefly three, and
are, as follows.

Luke.
xviii. 12.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXIL

Shewing that love or charity is, the soul of

faith.

1. Cor. xiii AITH hath brought forth such a child
7 of love, by its perfecting itself in feeding
on the word, which said, T will be thy salva-
tion; as it is called by the very name of its
mother. And therefore, it is said, that love
or charity believeth all things; hopeth all
things, and endureth all things.
Charity is faith itself.

This is the working faith by which the
believers of old were sald to be justified by ;
itis said, that this charity believeth all things;
is this charity any thing else then, but faith
itself,

Again, it is said, charity hopeth all things,
is this charity and hope any thing but faith
itself.

Moreover, it is said, charity endureth all
things, is this charity, hope, and suffering
love, any thing else but pure faith itself.

What it is all then, but faith's life or a
spark from that love-tire or blast itself; for
what is faith in the purified closet of the heart,

but



THE MYSTERY OF FAITH. 205

hut a sweet and pleasant love-fire, spreading
itself into several flames into all parts of the
soul, powers, und faculties; then every pro-
perty acts according to its faculty.

Variety of lzfe——un ety of titles,

Thus variety of life gives variety of titles,
yet is but one essence; the variety of titles in
God, as Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, makes
but one God 1 one essence or substance, or
person, even so, the variety of names or titles.

Faith and love one substance.

And thus charity believeth all, because Joha. i
charity is faith itself; for faith believeth all ¥ n Pet. i.
thmgs that Christ Jesus its Lord hath said g iv. 7.
or done; and this belief kindles love. Wej™ ™
love him, because he loved us first, and
gave his life for us, life for life, Therefore,

God 1s love, that is, his nature is faith, and

that faith is love. Faith in the saints is

faith, which 1s God’s divine nature; and so

that faith 1s love, as God is love, according

to its measure, but God’s love is above mea-

sure, yet both of one nature. God is love,

and faith i1s love n the saints, when it works

and acts in a purified heart; then faith changes Exo.vi.
name, but not nature; as God changed his
pame from God Almighty into Jehovah, and Gen.xxxii
from Jehovah into Jesus; and asGod changed Pan. xxxii
Jacob’s name into Israel, and Israel’s name Compared
into a new name; even so, faith changeth its; 1.

name
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ta.v, 12. NAMeE into love, charity, niercy, humility, and

5o patience, according to the nature of its acting.

2= " And from hence, it hath its name of truth or
truth’s righteousness; so that as God is a city
in himself, even so, hath God made faith to
be, even as a city in itself, from the variety
of its heavenly properties, ever growing and
increasing according to its measure, where it
reigns, rules, and subdues passions, as here-
alter further follows.

CHAP XXIIL
How faith worketh no evil.

Sl “CONDLY, Another property of love is,
that it never works any evil ; this is work-
ing faith in all things that are good, but never
worketh any thing that are evil; this is now
the virtue of that faith that’s held in a pure
conscience. If the fountain be pure, the
Mow.xii. water will be pure that flows from it. Can
lJuhn i a vine bear figs or bad fruit? Can darkness
i Pi. i, come -out of light, or sin out of sanctity?
" where parity is wrought, evil cannot be tanght
or done; therefore, the nature of faith that
worketh by love is, to do good and eschew
evil; and so faith is love, and love is peace-

able and harmless.
There
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There is no harm in love, 1t will not do
his neighbour any evil; if his enemy’s ox or
ass is fallen into a pit; love will lift it out.

If he hunger, love will give him bread. If

he thirst, love will give him drink. Love is
pitiful, as well as harmless.. Love cannot
steal or cheat, or defrand, nor backbite or
dissemble. This love not doing evil to its
-enemies, but good. How much more then
will it shew its love to a brother or sister in
the faith and life within it.

This love, is perfect love, because it is per-
fect faith in the root; this love breaks no law,
but it is a law in itself, and is justified thereby,
before all men.

In a word, this double ribbed love to God
and man hath in it, a twofold justification
from God and man.

CHAP. XXIV.

Faith and love thinketh no evil.

THIRDLY, Another virtue springing out
of faith’s love-fire ié, to wit, that doth not

only work no evil, but also thinks no evil; no,
how should there be an evil work, when there
is not so much as an evil thought, Theughts
are

207
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are free, saith reason, but faith gives no free-
dom to evil thoughts; for an evil thought is
not from faith’s fountain; but from reason’s?
therefore, faith’s work is, to suppress those
thoughts that arise in its flesh, and then to
its own sweet motions and actions again.

For faith is ever full of heavenly motions,
when flesh rebel’s not; but if evil start up in
the soul, then faith is interrupted, and cannot
go on till it hath ‘subdued that évil meotion,
before it break into action; then faith would
be spoiled, life lost, and hard to be regained.
Therefore, evil thoughts are to be kept under,
that faith may reign and flourish; and not
as much as think any evil to your neighbour,
for faith hates evil, but thinks no evil.

There are many more heavenly properties
in this faith that works by love; as that it is
the great master builder of truth, and that it
is sincere, humble, meek, patient, and peace-
able, with several other divine properties;
but let this, that I have said, suffice; for the
time would fail ‘'me to go over all T have
spoken, as to the substance, it may be suf-
ficient.

Therefore to conclude, let us hold the
mystery of faith in a pure conscience, and
the fruits thereof will appear, and be as afore
declared, to our great joy, comfort, and con-
solation, and as a seal of onr eternal happi-

ness



. THE MYSTERY OF FAITH. 209

ness in the world to come, through our Lord
Jesus Christ ; the only Author and Finisher
or this our precious faith in its quieted -con-
science; to whom from this seed spring we
give all honour, power, praise, might, ma-
jesty, and dominion for evermore.—Amen.
Amen. '

Ty of the PWpstery of Faith.

ccC
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A SONG,

WRITTEN BY

JAMES MILLER,

—PO&E~

1.

Oh! cease vain men for to declare,
That your frail souls immortal areé
No finite state can here compare,
With infinite condition.
If they immortal were, they’d be,
Of uncorrupted purity,
Not subject to mortality,
But would be ever free,
And flee into eternity,
To a perfect full fruition,

I

How can the soul immortal be,

In man while in mortality,

When none can tell how soon it may be;
Ere life becomes inactive,

Who can one moment here ensure,

Or who can escape a dying hour,

Or pray what does grim death devour;

Without strife, naught but life,

If life’s the soul, then soul’s the life,
To him becomes= captive.



12

A SONG.

I

Besides, don’t beast to beast helow,
Give life as nature here does shew,
And vegetables likewise so,

Yet man the noblest creature,
He, who was made the Lord of all,
Within this fair terrestial ball,
Must he inferior be to all 5
Don’t he couvey as well ag they,
Life to his issue’and obey, -

The first great-law of nature,

IV,

Whatever man may here prctend

From his imagivary friend ;

I know full well what dqes attend,
Mankind in this creation, !

For God bas no exccption made,

But life is in the seed convey’d,’

This law must ever be obey’d ;

Man and all within this ball,

Do souls beget and ever shall,
While time has here duration,

.V.

There were no more than two we fm(l

At first to propogate mankind,

Adam and Eve, the two dvsmn d,
Plac’d here by the Creator,

Or how could she, the mother l)o,

Of all hvmn poslenty, '

Unless life by Divine decree,

Was design’d t]uomrh her loins,

Rv Almwhry power Divine,
To make a perlect creatare,
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VI

Besides, did not Almighty God,
In six days time complete this orb,
By virtue of his Royal word,

Then rested from creating.
And when he had the same survey’d,
Even every thing that he had made,
Behold ’tis good, the Lord, be said;
Then how .can we, think it can be,

Imperfect, since it doth agree,
With his divine relation.

Vil

1If souls are not generated then,
Falschood unerring truth attends,
And God’s a liar made by man,
Who still must be creating.
Who won’t while time does last, have done,
If souls do still from Heaven come,
In mortal flesh to be entomb’d,
If from God, all are good,
No ban one can be understood,
Since unto him relating.

VIIL

What is the soul, can any tell,
Or where, without the body dwell,
Does it exist in heaven or hell,

Is what I now desire,
Or does a purgatory hold,
The false conceived departed soul;
Or what place else can'you unfold;
From whence it can return again,
To recreate a lifeless thing;

This question I require. -
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A SONG.

IX.

Both states eternal all agree,
Either of bliss or misery ;
No midd!e state, then eannot be,
For any departed spirit.
If such a thing as this could be,
When freed from this mortality,
It must be in eternity ;
Why then ’tis strange, how it can change,
From its eternal state again.
And yet the same inherit,

X.

But since no man 1 yet could hear,
That could by scripture make appear,
That any souls immortal are,

While in this finite station.
Then all are mortal here below,
And generated too also,
All intp senseless dust must go;
Till Christ descends, to put an end,
To time, and recreate again,

Or make a new creation.

X1,

Then death, life’s enemy must die,
Life in eternal desth must lie,
And dying, live eiernally,

From torments never ceasing.
While crowns of uncorrupted gold,
Too great for me, now to unfold,
Will grace each beautifick soul,

In joys suh]ime? pure, divine,
Each happy soul ghall ever shine,
Christ Jesus ever praising.
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X11.

Then shall our new created springs,
Flow over to the King of kings;
How sweetly shall we ever sing,
In exstacies of pleasure.
Oh! come sweet Jesus, come away,
1 long to see that glorious day,
When thou wilt to thine own seed say,
Come, my dove, ascend above,
Enjoy with me eternal love,
For thou art mine only treasure.

UNDERDOWN, PRINTER, DEAb.
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