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The Lot {heep

F O U N D:

O R,
The Prodigal returned to his Fathers

houfe, after manyafadand weary Jour-
ncy through many religious Countreys.

Aving publifhed {everal Writings in confizmation of

4l this [piritual 2t Commiffian thac ever fhall appear

in chis upbelieving World , a Well-wither ro chis
Commiffion, yea a man of no mean parts nor Pa-

rentage in this Realons kingdom,much imporsuned me to pub-
lith to chis perithing world, the various Igadings foreh of my
fpiric through each Difpenfation , from the year 163a, tothis
ear 1660. and that for no ocher end , than thac Reafon, of
the Devils mouch might be fopped , with the hypocrifie of his
heart laid naked, and cthe rongues of Faith wich praifes open-
ed, to confider what variety of By-paths, and mulriplicicy of
{eeming realiries, yet abfolute notions, the fouls of tha Efe&t
may wander or travel through, {esking reft, and yet find none
till the day unexpe&ed , thacSoul as a brand be plucked ouc
of the fire of his own righteoulnefs, or profefled wickednefs,
unto the crue belief of a real Commifsion which quencheth all
the fiery dares of fin, that Difpenfacions have left cankering in
his foul, | minde this1 ashave buc. parience , and thou thale
hear the more I labored for pcrt‘f,t cute and peace in my (oul,
2 the
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the further Twas fromir, infomuchchac Iwas refolved o feek
forth no more , {uppofing my felf in as perfe health and li-
berey in my (piric , asany then profefsing anunknown Ged
what{oever,

As do but ferioufly minde this enuing Fpidle, and thou
maye(t in me read thy own hypocrifie and dilsimulation in
point of Worfhip all along; asin that year 16;0. being of
the Age of fifteen yeares , andliving with my Parents in the
town of Prefon in Amonndernefs, where I was born, and edu-
cated in the Formand Worfhip of the Church of England,
then eRablifhed in the Title of che Epifcopal, or Bithops Go-
verament ; then, and in that year, my heart began to enquire
after the pureft Miniftery held forth under that Form, not be-
ing altogether void of fome fmall difcerning, who preached
Chrift more truly and powerfully, as I chought, thananether,
and unto them was Tonely refolved to follow their DoQrine
above any other , and to that end my brethren being more gif-
ted in che knowledge of the Scripturesthan my felf, and very
zealous in what they knew,that they did often prevail mdtheMr,
Hudfon our Town-LeQurer, toadmit of fuch Minifters as we
judged were true laborious Minifters of Chrift, who when
they came , would thunder sgainft Superflition, and fharply
reprove Sin , and prophaning the Lords-day ; which to hear,
tears would run down my cheeks for joy: fo having a pitiful
fuperflicious fellow the Minifter of our Town,] parcg no pains
to travel to Szandil and other places, where we could hear of
a Godly Minifter, as feveral times I have gone ten miles,more
or lefs, fafting all the day, when my Parents never knew of
it, and though I have been weary and hungry, yer Icame
home rejoycing. Then the Miniflers had an Order, that none
fhould receive the Sacrament, but fuch as would cake it at the
rayled Alear kneeling , which Icould not do, and cherefore
wene to {uch Miniflers inthe Countcrey char gave it fiteing ¢
Now a while after Mr. Stardy the Minifter of our Town, ta-
king notice of [eaving our Parifh, informed our facher the dan-
gerof his children going into Herefie, and the trouble thlaé:

wou



in Lancafhire, 5

would enfue upon our facher and his children, befides the
difgrace of all good Church-men, which did much incenfe our
facher, bur all to no purpole, for Ithought it eonfcience to
obey God before man; however Ibeing under my fathers
tuitlon, he caft a firidk eye over me, and would force me te
read over the prayers in the book of Common-prayer and Pra-
Sice of Phty, which I have done , till they have fallen afleep
and my fclf, this was our devotios in thofe days; buc increafing
in knowledge, I judged to pray another mans form, was vaine
babling , and not aceptable to God : and them the next thing
I{crupled , was ask'ng my parents blefling, that often times
incthe winter mornings , after I have been out of my bed, I
have ftood freczing above, 2nd durft not come down' till my
father was geneabroad, and the reafon I was farisfied , the
bleifing or prayers of 2 wicked man God would not hear, and
fo fhould offend God to ask him bleifing ; for eicher of thefe
tvo ways I mu@t, down oo my knees, and {2y, Fatber prayco
God ro blefs me,or give me your bleffing fer Gods fake, either
of which I durft mot ufe with my lips, but was in me refrain-
ed; and Iimproved my knowledge in the DoQrine of chefe
men 1judged was the true Minifters of God , fo chat with
teares many times I have privatly fought the Lord as I choughe,
whather thofe things thac ehe puritamcal Prieits preached,was
my own, and the more I was troubled , chat T could nor pray
without a Book as my brethren did, fain would I have been
judgad a Profeflor with them , but wanced parts, yer often
times have had motioas to tender my felf to prayer amongt
them, but durf not, and tothat end I mighe be admitced to
© pray with them, Ihave prayed alone to try how I could pray,
but could noz utter my felf as T knew they did: fo I remember
their was aday of Humiliation tobe fet apare by the Puritans
fo called, to feck God by prayer and expounding of Scriptures,
agatnft which day I took my pen, and writ 2 preety form of
words, {o gotchem by hearc , andwhen the day came ¥ was
called to improve my sifts, at which T was glad, yetin atrem-
bling condition lef I dhoutd be foyled ; however, to Praver ¥

went,
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wenz, with adevotion as though 1 had kno.vn the true God,
buc al2s, when I'wasinthe midft of that P.ayer, Jl:tmy
form of words, and fo was all in a iweat as chongh I had bean
fick, and to came off like & hy. ociite a5 1 was, whichinicizad
or my {oul, thac [ chought for my hy ocrifie damnation wauld
be my portion; howeve: it humnle : me, thar Twas ghd o
become one of the mzaneft of the nunde=, il full of fears
that when [ died, 1 thould goto hell 5 inwhich rime I wric
all the hypocrisie of my hea:cina Lecter toiendco Mr Huud-
Jor our Le&urer, to snow his judgemient whether fuch a foul
as chere related mighe be faved 2 in ch2 inrerim ¢camesa mo-
tion victhin me, {aying, A fosl, why doft thou [end to meau thae
knows not what will become of his own foul? bu nit, and waii up-
on me 3 which Leceer Idid burn, and nor many weeks atzer I
had a gifc of Prayer chac was not inferior to my brechren, for
which I was glad for the goodnefs of <.od to my foul ; and as
Iincreafed in knowledge, fowas my zeal, thac I have many
times privately prayed withrough hard Sinders under my bare
knees, that fo God might hear me ; and when I could not end
my Prayers with tears running downmy cheeks , I was afraid
fome fin (hut the atrention of God from me : arnd thusdid I
do for a few years, inwhich time the Bifhops began to torrer
and (hake, yea, for their crueley and fuperfitcion, was totally
routed.

Now if then you had asked me what I thought God was,
the Devi{ was, what the Ancels nature was, what Heaven and
Hell was , and what would become of my (cul after death?

My anfwer had plainly bin-this: That my God was a grave,
ancient, holy, old man, as Ifuppofed facin Heavenina chair
of gold , but as for his nacure I knew no more than a childe:
and as for che Devil, Ireally believed was fomz deformed pa:-
fon out of man, and that he could where, when, and how, in
what (hape appear he pleafed ; aad therefore the devil wasa
grear Scar-croe, in fo much that every black thing I faw in the,
mighe, I thought was che devil : Bur as for the Angels, I knew

Rothingatail ; and for Heaven I thoughy was a glorious place,
with
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with variery of rooms fuitable for H'miclf, and his Son Chiift,
and the Holy Ghoft : and Hell, where it was X knew nor, bue
judg:dic alocal place, all dark, fire and biimitene, which the
devils did rormene the wicked 1n, and that for ever 3 but for
the ioul ac the hour of death, Ibelieved was either by an An-
gel ora Devil ferche immediately to Heavenor Hell.  This
was the he'ghc of my knowledge usder the Bithiope Govein-
ment, and I am periwaded was the heighr of ali Tpiicopel Mi-
nifters then living ; focharfurely if they fhailbe ettabliihed
for a Nacional Mma'fte-y | they will not impo.¢ fuch Celcmo-
nies as then they did, butaze grownwiler abeue God and Do-
vil; for they will finde the major pare of Liglend is grown
wiler, focannot foopto an inferiour Light ; thereforeif ve
now begin to ftand, rake heed le(t ye fall.

Secondly,, Aftrer this T rravelled into the Church of the
Presbyrerians, where il T made Brick of firaw and clay, nay
there 1 found my foul the more opprefled, and further enfna-
red in che land of Egypt , burning Brick all the day; burI
know'ng no furcher light, I was willing to bear their yoke,ard
fometimes found it pleafant; for herein confifted the differ-
ence of the Presbyterianand Epifcopal, onely ina few fuper-
flitious Rites and Ceremonies, as alfe their Dorine was more
lively than the Epifcopal , for they would thunder the Pulpic
with an unknown Cod , which then I thought was true, and
gharply reprove fin, though fince I faw we were the greateft
firners ; but however their Dotrine 1 liked, ic being the high-
cft Ithenheard of : So warbeing begun berwixe the Epifco-
pal and the Presbyterian, I came for Lendon, where I found
them more precife than in our Popith Countrey of Lancafhire ;
for with us the Lords-day was highly profaned by the tolera-
tion of May-poles, Dancing and Rioting, which the Presby-
terians hared, and in cheir Do&rine cryed out againft, which
thing my {oul alfo hated , though yer 1 was not clear but the
Steeple was the houfe of God , fromthat faying of Davrd,
Plalm 84.10. {aying, For s dayinthy Conrts is better than a
thowfand s 1bad rather be 4 Dosr-kecper in the boufe of my f::l;
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than to dwell in dhe tents of wickednafs 5 fo thae I finding out che
ablet Teachersin Londos , asthen 1 udged was Mr. Calamy,
Cafe, Brooks, and fuch like , wn.o whom I daily referced , if
poflible , toger aflurance of Salvation, not negleing to re-
ceive the Ordinance of Breaking of Bread from them, judging
in (o doing, I (hewed forth the Lords death titl be cames Now
the perfecution of the Bithops fell fo heavy upon the Pre-by-
terian Minilters, thac fome fled for New-England ; and Hos-
ker had lefc feveral Books inprint , which to tormented my
foul, that I thovgheit unpoffible to be faved ; however, I1a-
bored what in me lay, to finde thofe figns and marks in my
own foul, and te that end negle&ed all chings thac mighe hin-
deric ; and thus for a cerrain rime I remained a heare: of
them. till fuch time that Wars began to be hor,and they pref-
fed the pzople tofend out their husbands and fervanes to help
the Lord again(t the Mighty,by which many a poer {oul know-
ing no berter, was murthered, and murthered others , taking
the Bible in their Pockets, and the Covenanr in thetr Hars,
by me was efteemed che work and command of the Lord , not
at all minding the command of the fecond Commiffion to the
contrary, as in 3 Cor.10.4. (aying, He do wet war af-er the flefh,
forthe weapons of onr warfare are not carnat, but mighty throngh
Godte the pulling down of ftrong kolds, &c. This wasnot by me
underftood, but aschey did in the old 1ime in Mofeshis Com-
miflion , fo Ithought we might do then ; inwhich time the
Presbyreriansbegan to be a grear people, and in hreh efteem,
and ac that time there was a greac flaughter of the ProceQants
in Ireland, that Loxdenwas thronged with their Minifters and
people, and feveral Colle@ions was gathered for them: but
this Toblerved, thar as the Presbyterians gor power , fo their
pride and cruelty increafed again@ fuch as was contrary to

them, {o that
Thirdly T lefcthem, and eravelled tothe Churchof the In-
dependents ; for this I obferved as wars increafed , (o variety
of Judgements increaled : and comingcochem, of which was
Mr. Goodwin, and fome others, I difcerned their Dodrine
clearer,
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clearer, and of a mo.e moderate 1piiic : Now the greareft dif-
ference berwixe them, was about baptizing of infants, plead-
ing by Scriprure ,that nore but the infans or children of Be-
lieve.s oughr to be baptized 5 and thatnone of them muft re-
ceive che Sacraent, as thenirwas called, bur fuchas was
Church-members , judging all that was not congregured inco
fellowiLip, were not of Cod | bur the world @ So that about
thefe chings 1 was fearching che tiuch thereef , and Libored in
the lecees of the Scripeure to farisfe my judgement; inrhe
inter'm hearing of one Do&or Crifp, tonim 1went, 2and he
held “orrh 2gainttall the aforefaid Churcnes, That ler his peo-
ple be in tociery or no, thorgh walked all slone, yerif he be-
fieved thac Chrift Jefus cied for him, God beheld no iniquicy
in him : and to that end Iferioufly peruted his Bookes, and
found it p-oved by Scripture, asit 1s wricten Numbers 23. 21,
He hath not beheld 1miqusty in Jacob 4 neither bath be feen per-
verfenefs in Iitacl. This was confirmed by other Scripeares,
that I conceived whole fins Chrift died for, their fin was co be
required nomore ; for thus thinking when ehe debc was paid,
the Crediror would not look upon him as indebted to him, yet
this I ever thought Chrift never died for all, though the Scrip-
ture was fluent to thar purpefe , yet Ifound Scrip:ures to the
contrary , and was ever as touching thac fatished, thac as
Chriff prayed for none buc fuch as was given him out of the
world, 1 prayfor them, Ipray not for the world, fo that I thoughe
he did nor die for them he would not pray fer , which thoughe
now I know is true, and have by pen, and canby rongue make
good the fame ; Buc I mult recurn o the cime then under Do-
&or Crifp’s Doltrine, in which Idid endeavor co become one
of thofe that God faw no fin, andinfome meafure I began to
be comforred therewith, but how, or which way to conrinue in
the {ame 1 could nor tell; having as yer bue licele underfiand-
ing inthe Scripture Twas filent, onely ftill enquiting after the
higheft pirch of Light then held forthin Londen, in which time
Mr. Rundel appeared, wicth Mr, Simpfon , with fuch 2 Doétrine
as Do&tor Crifp, only higher and clearer, which chen was

B called
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called Antinemians, o againtt the Law , fo chae T lefe ail
Church-fellowhip, and bu:ning of Brick in £g1p#, and cravel-
led wich chem up and down the vorders, part £gype , anid pare
Wildernzis.

Fourthly, taks. notice in this S22 T courinued 2 cereaia
time, tor Churchir wasnonz, inthicle wasbutpare {o.1n, and
part none ; in which progrets I had a great foir of proieilors
acquainred with me, {o beg'nto bz fomeboly amonslt them,
and havinga norable gifc in Prayer, weofien aflembledin
privire, improving mv gifts , judging chen the tatihingiof
this world was onziv prepared for the sanzs, of i dim [
judged my (el one, not knowing any other bug that God was
a Spirtt, anidid morion inand out in-o bis Ssin-s,and chacthis
was Gods K'ngdom, and we his people 5 andtherefore Tiudg-
ed God did fighr for us againt our enemices, tha: fowse mighe
en‘oy himinliberey : Ac whichtime Panl Hobjon baake forth
with fuch expreffions of the in-comes an' out-goes of God,
that my foul much defired {uch a gift of preaching, which afrer
a while Hobfon and 1 baing acquainted, he hada Caprains
place under Colone!l Fleetwood for Yarmomsth , {o that thither
wich him I wenc.and there tarried a {oldier with them, at which
time I hada fmall gifc of Preaching, and o by degrees increa-
fedinto a machod, chac Taccempred the Pul; ic at Me. #ardels
Pacith in Suffelk,, and (o acquainced my gifes more and more
1n publick, thar having got acquaintance ac Norwich, 1 lefr the
Company ac Yarmouth ; {o aftera few dayes I was admicted
into a Pulpic ewo or chree times : fo coming a man from Pa-
fom fide in Norfolk_and hearing of me, was greatly affeted
with my Do&trine, buc efpecially my Praver, and was very
urgent with me rogoto their Parifh of Ruffel. which wichin
twoweeks after Taflented to be there fuch a day, which was
againftthe Faft-day; for 2t chat cime the Parliamenc had efta-
Blithed 2 Monethly Faft, whichwas the laft wednefday of the
monech : at the fet time T came to the place appoinred, where
thisman had given norice to the beft afte@ed people inthafe
parts, whata rare man was to preach thac day, which thing I

yvas
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was ambitious ofyas alio o get fome Giver: Well, to the mac-
tee Lwent, and as wasmy Doctiing, Jo was thelr unde. ftind-
ing, trovgh Iiay’e, as young as {was, yerwasnot linferior
to any Dricttin thoie days @ So in coadiufion of my days work
there came feveral inthe Church-yard to me, and gave me
thanks for my patnes, vea, hoped the Lord would feule me
among chem, which news 1 was glad to hear 5 {c for the next
Lords-Day by Goodman Aays and Burton was 1 inviced to
preach ar Pulem , which was a greac Parith 3 fo upon liking I
went, and was well approved of by all the Godly, fochere
for a time I was feriled for twenty (hillings a weck, and very
gallantly was provided for, fo that I cheughe I'was in Heaven
upon earth judging the Pielts had a brove time in this world,
to have a houfe built for them, and means provided for them,
to tell the people flories of other mens works, Now after I
bad continued half a year, more or lefs , the Minifters began
to envy me for my Doétrine, it being free Grace , focontra-
ry totheirs, and that the more , their people came from their
own Parith to hear me , fo that chey called me Sheep-flealer
for robbing them of their flock, and rothat end cameto cacch
and crap me at feveral Lectures where I was called, that ae
laft they prevailed with the Heads of the Parifh to turnme
out, {6 I{lighting them as they could me, we parted, and then
baving many friends, I was importuned to come and live with
them, fo above all I chofe Robers Marchants houfe my Lodging
place , becaufe his Daugiter I loved ; andfora certain time
preached up and downin fevéral Churches , both of Suffelk_
and Norfelk, and many timesin private , thac T had a great
company. Now in the interim there was one Job Tiler a
Colcheffer man fraquented thofe parts whare then I fnhaéitc
who was a Teacler of the Baprifts, and hada few fcattere
up and dewnthe Councrey, which feveral timesws bad meet-
ings and converfe abour a lawful Minifter: nowTknowine ne
other buc that thofe fayings, Go ye teach all Nations, baptizing
them, and lo.I am with you to the end of the world 3 that conti-
nuance to the end of the world, was the Load-ftone thac

B2 brought
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brought me tobelieve that the Baprifinof the Apeliles was as
much in force now , as intheirdays, and thac Command did
as really belongto me 25 to them; {o being convinsed, for
Lendas I wentro be further tacisiicd, fochag atzer a livele cii-
courfe with Patience, 1 was by him baprized in the wacer that
runneth about the Toxer, afrer which 1 {Rayed at Lendoa a-
bout aweek.

Fifthly, then for Suffolk again I travelled through the
Churchof th: Baptifts, and was of Rebert Marchants family
received with Joy 4 for I had the love of ail (he family; and
though he had lour Daughrers marriageable, yer dhze was
one I loved above any in that Countrey, though Iwashelo-
ved of other friends daughrers far beyond her ineltire, yet
for her knowledge and moderacion in {pisir, Iloved her; fo
there up and down a certain time Icontinued preaching the
Gofpzl, andvery zealousI was for obedience to the Com-
mands of Chrift Jefus; which Dodtrine of mine converred
mny of my former friends and others, robe baptized , and fa
into a Church-fellowthip was gathered o officiace the order
of the Apofiles, fothat really Ithoughe if ever [ wasina true
happy condition, then Twas, knowingno orher but as afore-
faid, that thisCommand of Chriit did as really belong tome
as to them ; and we having the very (ime cule, as Elders and
Deacons, with Dipping, and Breaking of bread in the (ame
manner as chey , I was(fatisfied we onsly were the Church of
Chrift in chis world.

Thus having a great company , and bapizing of many inte
that Faith, there was no fmall [tir among the prielts what rode
with me , which aftetwards they got a Warrane from the Par-
liament , to apprehend Mr. Kwowles and my {elf, for then
Knowles was about Ipfwich preaching that doQrine , and bap-
tizing certain people into thac Faith; now they apprehended
Mr. Kowls in Ipfwich Goal, and from thence with their War-
rant came tofecure me, fo in the week day being privately
affembled in a friends houfe , withinthree miles of Ay, there
€ame in an Officer from the Parliamenc with certain deicrid’

an
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and rwo Conltablas, with tomz of the parith, having clubs and
ftaves furrounded che houf2, I beng earnefl in my doripz,and
ac thactime was very much prefling the people, thar wiinour
fw-mizting co Baptiim all theiv profettion: was nothing , prov-
ing by Neosrure chat as Thriit was owr pazern,fo we mu{‘g follow
him as enfamgle, which could nor be unfels we kepr his com-
maniments , asic is wricten, If yelrveine, keep nry command-
mens : Now dipping bzing a comimand ot Chrift I :udged
them rebells that did profets chz name of Chrift, and no: fub-
mic thel, bodies to the Ordinance of Chrift, and thar Chrift
requires obedience from nonebuc fuch as was c2paple of being
taughi, and thereiore no children, bur men and women, ought
toieceive the Ordinance of Baptitm , in which time fome of
t2e Oificers hearing me , interrupted me in my dogtrine, and
told mz I muft leave off, and go along with them, fhewing me
the Authority they had from the Parliament ; however, fome
of our friends would have oppofed them , bur I faw it was in
vain, and 1o defired our friends to be quiet, and faid, we muft
not onely profets Chrift, buc alto fuffer for him ; foir beingin
the winterrime , and almoft nighe , they hatted me for Ay,
theugh I, with our friends, defired but {o much liberey as togo
to my wiz s fachers houle for linnem and orher neceffaries, and
they would engage for my appearance before the Commictee
at Bury 5 but allin vain, then my wife told them they fhould
provide a horfe for her,for wbid}cr ever I wen, (he would co:
at which they were very much incenfed, bue all to no purpofe,
{oar laRt a Trooper would have her to ride behind him , bue
fhe wich fcornrefufed , then they got her furniture ro ride be-
hind me , fo taking leave with our friends, to Aythac nighe
we wese carried ; now one of them wene before to- provide
Lodging, fo the Town having intelligence they had takena
greac Anabaprift, there was ne fmall waiting for my coming,
that when I came into the entering of the jown, the inhabi-
tanes had befec both fides of the freecs to fee my perfon, {up-
pofing an Anabapuift had bin a firange creacure, but when they
beheld me, with my wife, they faid one ro another, He is like
one of us, yea, they are a very precty couple, it is picy I fﬁ\&mld

ufter ¢
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futfer : foro the Inne Lcame, wae e 2 graat comzany was in
the yard robehiolime; o belngunnited, theygmrded e
coour Lodging, and greac provifion was m:fxfo- wuppey,
where many a por was {peac thie Wgto 22 my 1125 1610
bz:d we went, andinthe nexr room by Sokdis ¢ grarde l) 1o
in che morning we were hafted £ o0 St. E ‘moo s Bary | wivich
that morning Captain Harvey give our maa; 1ad and grievous
words what the Commictee wauld do wich me, buc the 12vil
was deceived ; hnawever I faid licle: (o they ¢xme to me
with a Bill what I had topay for B -er, Wine, 1nd Mzar; unio
which Ifaid, [ had asne, burif Thad, Twould payaone, it
was (utficient I was wrongfully deprived of my freedom, and
not to pay for their rioting ; however they told me,I mat be-
fore Igo; than kesp menere fill: fucely, faid I, your Ma-
ftes thac fer you on work, are able ro pay you your Wages:
Well, theyfaidbefore I came out of prifon, if Iwere not
hanged, I thould payit; then faid I, reft your felves content-
ed till thac day: fo towards Bury we took our Journzy, and
one was gone before ro inform the Committee T was raken;
againl my appearance they were affembled in a full Commit-
tee, of whitch as Trake ic, Caprain Bloyes of Woodbridge was
then Chair-man. So toche Hall T was guarded, the room be-
ing full; Iwas conveyed up to the Chair-man, W'o asked my
namz? To which I replied, thiswas firange tra- you hada
Watrant to take me , and know not my name : Well, chae
wag no matter , do you tell us your name : foItold them :
Whac countrey-man are you ? 1 (aid Lancafbive, What made
you travel {o far off inzothefe pares? The like motions chae
moved others, moved me, How long hiave you orofeffed chis
way of dipping? Not folong as I ought ta have dane, had my
underflanding been enlightened. Whatthen, you approve
of what youdot Otherways I thould nordoit. How many
have you dipped in thefe pares ? 1being a free born fubje& of
this Nlacton ought not to accufe my.{elf; but you are to prove
your charge , by fufficient witne(s againft me ; bur hovever I
being brought befoe youfor my obedtence to the Commandg
0
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of Chift, I zm neicher afraid nor athamed co tell youtvhar I
hive dons : bur to give youan account how many Ihave dip-
ped , that Tcannmoccell. Then you have dipped fome » Yea,
th:z Thave. After whac manner do vou dip them? Aftera
decent order, Weare informed you dip both men and women
n:ked 2 Asunto thac you are not rightly informed. Whereis
your Jordan you dip caemin ? Though icis noz Terdan, yet
there are feveral places convenient, Do you not dip them
incthenighe? Yea, And why do you not dip chem in the day,
i being am Ozdinance of Chu:it as you fay ? Becaufe fich a5
you are not able to bearthe trush,  Theza faid Sic #iitaw
Spring but Mr. Clea oz, have not you forcad fome inchewarer
againtt their wille? Thacts consrary to Seriprurz. Did you ne
one timnz,being on ho:{-back, with a fivitch force fome incothe
wate ? Lec them chac {0 informzd you, affizm ic before you
to my face. But M. Claxton who were thofe thar you dipped
about Framingkam? At thistime I cannot remember, bur fe-
veral T have dippad there aways. Did not you dip fix Siters
there about at one timz ? I never dipped fix at one rime,
Then faid Sit Fohn Rowfe, we are informad you dipped fix Si-
fters one might naked. Thacis nothing to me what you are in-
formed, for I neverdid fuch a thing; Nay further, it is repor-
ted, that which of chem you liked bef, yon lay with her in ¢he
wacer? Surely your experience reacheth you the contrary, that
nature hach fm! defize to copulation inwater, atwhich they
laughed; But, faid I, you have more caufe to weep for the un-
clean thoughts of your heart. Mr. Claxton have not youa
wife? One that brought me,faid fhe is in town. Where is fhe?
Fetch herhirher: the being withoat the door, came in quickly,
and took me by the hand. Well,{aid the Chait-mnan,vou area
loving wuman, is thisyour husband ? Yes | he is my husbaad.
How long have you been mariied ? Abeur twe moneths,
Where were you married ? Acwaybread in my fathers houfe,
Who married you » My husband , wich che con et of ny
parents, and the Church, At thar thee .wac 1 greac laughrer,
and faid, your husband marry you tohimrcif chac is againft che

faw;
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law ; Ibeing vexed atcheir tolly, an.wered, Marriage is no
other, but a free con.enc in love each ro the other before Gad,
and who was fufficienc to publifi the Contratt as my felf?
Nay bur M. Claxtsn,you are not righ:ly informed as touching
a crue Marriage. I fay I was married according te truth: chenif
your Marriage be {awful,we are rot lawfully married, I quelt-
flion not yours, loek ye co chat; but chis [ know,and can prove,
I am married according to the word of God ; neither can
your law repeal the contragt of thar couple, that hath theic
patencs content, and che Church confirming th= (ame. Well,
well, we fhall give you the hearing, but how many was prefent
when you took her to your wite ? Abour twelve. Whae did
you {ay to her and the Church ? Firft, Ifought the Lord by
prayet for a bleifing upon that Ordinance,and rhen I declared
unto her parencs and the Church whac had pafled bewixc fha
and I, and that before them all Itook her by the hand , and
asked her if fhe was not willing ro take me for her husband
during life > To which (he afiented, asalfo her parents apyro-
ved of ir, and gave herto me wich the confirmationof the
Church. Then (aid the Chair- man, What think you Gentle-
men, of this Marriage ? They faid it was a irange Ma;riage.
What then Mrs. Claxton, you look upon this man your lawful
husband ? Yea, Ideny all other menin cheworld. Then you
have [ain with him ? Tought toly wich no other. Bt Mrs.
Claxten, did yeur husband dip you before,or afrer he became
your husband ? Before I was contradted in publick » How or
after whac manner did your husband dip yeu? in your clothes
or naked? Sir, we defie any undecent caiiage, if you were dip-
ped in your clethes you would {poil them, and befilesit
mighe endanger your hfe with cold : we have clothes for both
men and women provided for thar purpele. What were you
plumged over head and ears ? So faith the Scriprure. What
Mr. ( laxron, did you go with her into the water 2 No I fload
omthe bank fide. Mrs.Claxton,were not you amazed,or almoft
drowned > No Sir, the obedience to the Commad of God
did fhue out all fear and cold. What did not you go to bed

after
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after dip,ed ? Thad a warm bedwith dry linmen provided 2
Did not your huband lodge with you that nighe » There is no
fueh wickednels amongus. Why what maceer, you were maz-
ried before God. Till we were publickly befere witne(s , we
had no tuch cultom, and let me tell you, if ic be the pradkife of
you: Church, it is not foin ours.  Nay woman, be not angry,
I do not 1ay you did (o, fortruly I am as much againit (in as
youare. But Mrs. Clax:on, we have an Order o (ecure your
hu-band, and chere to endure the pleafure of the Parliament,
whar will you da? we have no Order to ftay you. If you ftay
my husband, youmuft fay me alfo. Why, are you willing to
goto Goal wich your husband 2 For the caule of Chilt Iam
willing o fuffer imprilonment. Then you are refolved yours
isthe way of Truch. Then(aid I, for the prefent 1know no
Truch but this.  Well Mr. Claxren, after awhile you will be
ocherwiie informed. Never coturs back again. We are to
commit you to cultedy , thae {o you may feduce no more peo-
ple. Sir, I muft obey your pleafure, but I fhall mot denyto be
ebedient to the Command of Chrit. Well, we fhall calk
witk you another time : fo they ordered to make my Mittimus,
and in my prefence gave it Captain Por my Keeper, and faid,
Mr. Claxton , you may cake norice that the Parliamene is fa-
vorable coyou , thac they will not fend you to the common
Goal, but to a houfe where none buc men of Quality are kepe
in cuftody. Then faid Pee, who was my Goaler, what (hall his
wife do?> Then faid my wife , Where ever my busband is,
there will I be , then the Commitree Ordered her wich me:
{o ceming rhither, there was none but rwo Papifts Knighes,
andaSea Cagcain , {0 after we had (upped, we were direfted
to our Chamber, which was a farge chamber, and precey good
Furntrure, Now under aweek Icold Captain Pes that Iwas
not d5le roboard at half a crown a Meal,  Then, faith he, you
muft o to the common Gnal : Thither would I go, for Iam
not athamed to fic inthe flocks inthe Market-place , fo- the
Name of Chrift. Sohe informed the Commirree , bur they
would not removeme, and faid, he muft agree for the cham-

ber,
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ber, and Ifinde my felf D:ec : Acthis Pse wasvexed, and
fent up his Haindmatd Mifkeifs Tuck_, to agrea witk me for the
chamber st four Mhillings a week, wrich for che (pace of halfa
year Tgave her, in which tiine our people increaled, there be-
tng William Mauly and {fome ochersof thisway in Bury, Ihad
often:imes money from the Army, andcie Churches ac Lon-
don and Colchefter, fo thac I wanted for noching; and fome
came to my chamber, and chere I preached unco them, in fo
much that the Keeper informed the Commicree,who that Sun-
day ac night affembled, o conider whae to do with me: in
conclufion they fhuc me clofe prijoner,and kept my wife from
me, which was more grief to methen therett,  Well, againft
the next Lords-day I appointed our friends te ftand before
my window on the Argel-hill, thar being the way for all che
great Ones of che Town to go to their worthip, foar thevery
inftanc time putting my bhead ferth of the Window , Idid
boldly exhort che peo.le to beware of the priefts, and whileie
1s the time of your health , fubmit your touls and bodies in
obedience to the true Baprifm , and be no longer deluded to
think that your infancs are commanded to obzy, or capable of
an Ordinince impofed upon them. Oh for thame, it not for
fear, (tand Qill and hear che cruch relaced by his true and Jaw-
ful Minifer, otherwile turn back again ; Ac whicha great {org
of people gave attencion, which did enrage the Prieft and Ma-
giftrate, yerthey knew not what to do withme, but charged
me to dofo nomore. Thenfaid I, tske heed how you keep
my wife from me : is this todo as you would be done unto ?
fo they forthwith took off the Pad-lock, and ler my friends
come to me. Afrer this T had che liberty of the whole houfe,
nay, to fit at the fireer-door 3 for he had no prifoners bue
fuch asgave mgreac fecuricy for cheir fafe imprifonment'; and
as for me, and Weffrep my fellow-prifoner, chey ferred not our
going away, onely chey were afraid I fhould dip fome, Soa
liele after, Spring coming on, I goc fiherey, not being well, to
go abroad with 2 Keeper, and Captain Gray , who was called
Caprain Dyink-water, wastogowichme : Now aboveall d&c

I,
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reft, I defired Capiain Gray rogowinme o a Wood a mile
dittant from me ; 1e having rained over migar, the BAqok was
vp, foamin ceming with a Polz, I defired him to lay 1t over,
which he did, 10 I went over firtt, and che Caprain followed
me, and (haking the Pole, he fell in to the middle in water,
and in a trembling condition he was, left the Committee
fhould hear of ic; {ororhe Wood we weat, and there bhe
dried his tiofe and Stockings, {o arier we came to priion again,
the Commiccee hearing of 1r, queltioned Caprain Gray, but
be told them the truch ; ar which they lavghed.  After IThad
lain there a fongtime , Mr. Sedgewick, and Mr. Erberycame
tovifit me. with whom 1 had greacr dricourie, and after they
were gone, [ hid a great conzelt in my minde, as touchingrhe
fucceflianof Baprifin, which Icould ner (ee bur inthe death
of the Ap:ltes, there was never fince no crue Adminift-aror 3
for T could norread there was ever any rhac had power by im-
pofition of hands, to give the Holy €shoft, and work miracles
asthey did ; fothatin che d2ath of them I concluded Bap-
tifm ca eicher young or old, was ceafed, Now obierve, I
could dilcern this | but could net by the fame rale feethac
preaching and prayer was to ceafe : for this now Lkoow, asin
the death of the Apofiles, and them commiiffionated by chens,
the Commiflian cealed , asuneo akt cheir Form and Worthip:
So finding I was bue f}ill in Eggpt burning Brick, I was minded
totravel into the Wilderne(s ; {o fecing the vamity of the

Bapeifts, Irenounced them and had my freedom. Then
Sixthly , Itook my jotrney inzo the fociety of thofe peas
ple called Seekers., whoworthipped God onely by prayer and
preaching , thesefore to Ely 1 wene, to look for Sedgwick and
Evbery but found them nor, onely their people were alfembled «
with whom I bad difcou-fe , bur found liette fatisfadion ; (o
after thac for Landen I wenr to finde Seakers there, which
whenY came, there wasdivess £2llen from the Baprifis as 1
had donz,{o caming to Hors in Fleet lane,and Fleten'in Seacoxd-
lare, they Informed me the feveral had fefr the Church of Pux
tience, in fecingthe vaniey of Keffiwand othars;how highty they
Ca took
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took it upon them , and yer could not prove their Call {uccef-
fively; fo glad was I there was a people to have fociery wichal;
then was I moved to put forcha book which was the firlt thac
ever I wric, bearing this Ticle , The pilgrimage of Saints , by
church caft out, in Chsif} found, [eeking trash, thisbeiny a furable
pecceof workin thofe days, thac it wounded the Churches;
which book Rawdel owned, and fold many for me. Now as I
was going over London-bridge,l met with Themas Gan a teacher
of the Baprifts, who was a man of a very humble , moderate
fpiric,who asked me if 1 own'd the Pilgrimage of Saiets? Icold
him yea: then faid be, you have wric againft the church of
Chrift , and have diicovered your felf an enemy to Chrift.
Then 1faid, it is better be a hypocrite to man then to God,
for 1 finde as much diflimulacion, covetoulnefs , back-biting
and envy, yea as filthy wickedne(s among (eme of them , as
any people 1know: and notwithftanding your heaven-like
© earriage, if all your faulcxwvere written in your forehead , for
ought I know,yeu are a hypocrite as well as I ; which after-
wards it was found out ke had lain wich his Landlady many
times; and that he mighe facisfie his Luft, upen flighty
erands, he fent her husband into the country,thac {e he mighe
ledge with his wife alf might ; which being found out, fo
fmote his confcience, that he privately took a Pitol and fhet
himfelf to death in Georges-fields. Asall along in chis my
travel I was fubje to thac fin, and yet asfaint-like, as theugh
fin were aburden to me, {o thae the fal of this Gwn did fe
feize on my foul , that Iconcluded there was nonecould live
without fin in this world ; for notwithftanding T had greac
knowledge in the things of God, yet 1 found my heart was not
right to what I pretended , but full of luft and vain-glery of
this world , finding mo truth in fincerity thar I had gone
through, but meerly the vain pride and conceit of Reafons
imagimation , finding my hearc with the reft , feeking nothing
bur the praife of men in the heighch of my prayer and preach-
ing, yetin my do&rine through all thefe opinions,nleading the
comtrary, yea abafing my felf,and exaltinga Choft chac zikx;n 1
W
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knew not. Now afrer this 1 return’d ro my wife in Suffolk,and
wholly bent my mind to travel up & downthe country,preach-
ing for monies, which then Iintended for Loxden , {o coming
to Colci-efer where 1 had Fohn Aplewhit, Purkis , and fome o-
ther friends, I preached in publick; fo going for London, a mile
frem Celchefter , 1{er my Cane upright upon the ground, and
which way it fell, thar way would I go; fo falling towards Xawe,

I was at a ftand what I{hould do there, having no acquain-
tance, and bu: liccle money, yer whatever hardfhip I met with-
al, Iwas refolved for Gravefend, {owith muchado I got that
night to a cown called Brlrekey , it beingin the height of Sum-
mer, and in that cown then having no friends, and I chink but
fix pence, 1lodged in the Churchperch all nighe, fo when day
appeared, I teok my journey for Gravefend | and inthe way I
fpent a groar of my fix pence, and the ether ewo pence carried

fae over che water ; fo being inthe tewn, Ienquired for fome
flrange opinionated people 1n the town, not in the lealt owning
of them, but feemingly to eninare them, which they direGted
me to one Rugg a Vidualler, fo coming in, choughhaviag no
monies,yet I called for a pot of Ale, fo after a few words ut-
tered by me, the man was greacly caken with my fayings, info
much that he brought me fome bread and cheefe, wich which I

was refrefhed, and bid me rake no care , forI fhould wane for
nething , you being the man thac writ The Pilgrimage of Sassts,
Ihave had a great defire to fee you , with fome foldiers and

ethers , fo for the prefenc he lefe me, and informed Cornst

Lokizrand the re® , that Iwas in cown, whe forchwich came
tome, and kindly received me, and made way fer me vo

preach inthe Block brufe; {0 afteting my do&rine, they quarer-

ed me in the Officers lodging, and t'vo days after they carried
me to Dartford, where chere I preached ; fo againit the nexe
Lords-day came for Gravefend , ani there preached in che
Market-place, which was fuch a wender o the cown 2nd coun-
trey , that fome for love, and ethers for envy , same to hear,
that the Prieft of the town had :1mnft none to hear him , thae
if the Magifirace dusf, he woujd have apprebended me 1 :;2" 1

)
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boldly told them God dwelled not in the Temie made wich
hands, neicher was any place mare holy then another, proving
by Scripcure, thac where two or three were gachered in his
name, Ged was in the midit of them, and chac every Believer
was the Tem, 1z of God, asicisritien, God dwelleth nith a
bamle and contrite [pirtt 3 So after this we went to Maid-
Slow and Town-manlin , and there I preached up and down. fo
at haft baving given me abouc five pounds , I wzncro my wife
and promifed in two weekes to return again , which 113, bue
I found not Lok/er nor the reft {o affestionate as belore, for he
had a gife of preaching, & rharein did reek honor fo iulpicious of
my blating his repucarion, flighred and perfecuted me, (o chac
Ilefc them, and towards Maidfton cravelled, {0 one Bulfinch
of Town-manlix having friends towards (anterbury, periwaded
me to go withhim , and {o again{t the next Lords-day, having
no feeple free, we had 2 Genilemans barnfree, where 2 greac
company was aflembled : then for Sandwich I went,and up and
down found friends, fo coming to Canterbury there was jome
fix of this way, amongtt whom was a maid of pretty knewledge,
who with my Doitrine was affe@ed, and Yaffedted 1o lye
wich her , (o chat night prevailed, and fatisfied my luR, afrer-
wards the mayd was highly in love with me, and as gladly
would I have been fhue of her, left fome danger had enfued,
fe ot knowing I had a wife (he was in hopes to marry me, and
fo would have me lodge with heragain, which fain I would,
buc durft not , then fhe was afraid I would deceive her, and
would cravel wich me , but by fubrilty of reafon I periwaded
hertohave patience, while T wene into Suffolk , and fetled
my occafiens, then I would come and marry her, fo for the pre-
feno we parted, and full glad was I thac T was from her de-
liveted , fo to Baidflen 1 came, and having gar fome fix
pends, returned to my wifa, which 2 while after T wesr for
Kent 1gzin , bur {ound nonc of che people (o zealous-as for-
mery , o chac my jourmey was but 2 fmail advancage to me,
and then T heard the maid had been inchofe pares to feek me,

bure not hearing of me, rewuracd home again, and pot long
after
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afrer was married toone o.” thac fe¢t, and fo there was an end
of any further progrels into Kene.  Then not long afrer I
wenc tor Losdoa, and fome while remained preaching at Bowe
in Mz, Sterry’s place, and London-floe , but got nothing ; (o
to Suffolk I went, and having bur one childe, puticto nurle,
inrending to gotomy Parents in Lazcafbire : So leaving my
Wife at iy couflin Andertons , Ihearing of Seekers in Hart-
fordjb re, wene chither , and at laft was hired by Mr. Hickman
to prexch ac Peters in Sto Albans , {o being liked, I was hired
for a monzch longer, fo fetche my Wife , and there continued
till fuch time the Town of Sanderidge cook me for cheir Mi-
nilter, and fetled me in the Vica idge, where Sit Tobn Gayrer,
Colonel Cox, and Juftice Robotem came conRantly to hear me,
and gave me feveral Gitts, {o tharinheaven I wasagain ; for
I had a high picch of free Grace, and mightily flown in che
fweer Difcove:ies of God, and yet mot at all knewing what
God was, anely aninfinite Spiric, whichwhen he pleaied did
glance into his peopls the fweet breachings of his Spiric ; and
therefore preached, it was not {ufficient to be a profeffor, but
apofleflor of Chiilt, the pofleffion of which would caufe a
profeffion of him, with many {uch high flown notiens, which
atthactime I knew no better , may, and intrurh 1 fpeak ir,
there was few of the Clergy able toreach me iu Doitrine or
Prayer ; yet nocwichtanding, notbeing an Univerfity man, ¥
was very oiten turned out of employment , thac truly I tpeak
it, I chink chere was noc any poor (oul fo roffedin judgement,
anJ far a poor livelihoods as then 1was, Now in this mv pro-
fperity [ continued not a year , but che Parron being a fuper-
ftitious Cavelier, gor an Qrder from rhe Affembly ot Divines
to call me in quzfion for my Do&rine, and (o put in a drun-
ken fellow inmy room : and thus was 1 difplaced from my
heavenupon earch, for I was deacly beloved of Smiths and
Thrales , the chief o7 the Parith.  Well there was noother
way buc for Loaden again, and pfter a while {enc my Goeds
for Suffolk hy warer: now at this I concinded I} was a chear,
yeapreaching it felf , and fo wich chis apprehenfion wene :s
A
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and down Harifordhire, Bedfords and BuckinghamPire | and
by my fubtilty of reafon got monies mo-e o: leis; as of one at
Barton | 1 had twelve pouns for the printing of a book againgt
the Common:lzy of Exglazd,imgeaching them for rraytors, for
fuffering the Parliamene cheir fervants, o vlurp over them,
judging the Common-wealch was to cut our the form, and
fhape of theirgrievances, and fend ic up to their fervants the
the Parliamenc to finith, {hewing, asthe Common-wealch
gave the Parliament power, fo they were grea:er then the
Parliamenc , with matter co the effect, Andchen being pre-
fented to a fmall parith in Lincolnfbire , thither Twene, but
finding no fociety tohear, 1grew weary thereof, and ftayd
with feme friends at Oferd, (o with alicelz manies wene home
again, and not long after going into Lincoln/Five, I preachedin
feveral places , that at [alt Captain Cambridgeheating of me,
and was much affe@ted with me,and made me teacher tocheir
Company, and faid I fhould have all necefiaries provided me,
and 2 man alowed me; then I was well recruited and horfed,
{o thac I judged it was the mercy of God to me, my dift-efs
being grear, and my care for my family. Now afcer a while our
Regiment went for London , fo though I had preached in Lin-
coln, Horncaftle , Spilshy, and many other places, yetthey
would excufe me for rwe moneths , having no need of preach-
ing at Lendon , {o v ich whar monies I had Iwent co my wife,
and ftaid chere a while, and o came for Londen : Now our
Reigment being Twifleons , Quartered in Smith-field | but I
Quarrered in a privace-houfe,who wasa former triend of mine,
asked me if I heard nor of a people called Ay one flefh 2 11aid
no, whar was cheir epinion, and how (hould T1peak wich any
of them ? Then ihe direlted me to Giles Cabyert. So that now
friends, T am travelling fu-cher into the Wildernefs, having now
done burning of Brick , I muft il wanderin rthz mouncains
and Jeferes ; (o caring to Calrers, and making enquiry afrer
fuch a peaple, he was a fraid I came to barray chem , bucex-
changing 2 few words in the heighe of my language, he wag

much affected, and fatisfied I was a friead of ctheirs, {o he wrie
me
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me a Note to Mr. Bruh, and che effest thereof was, the bearer
hereof is a man of the grearefi light I ever yer heard fpeak, and
for ought 1 know infleed of receiving of him you may receive
an Angel, 1016 Mr, Brwh I wene, and preienced this Nore,
which he peruled, fobid me come in, and cold meif Ihad
come a lictle fooner, 1 mighe havs feen Mr, Copp, who then had
lately appeared in 2 mo:i dreadful manner;fo cheir being Aary
Luke, we had tome difcourte, but nothing o what was in me,
however they rold me, if nextiunday Iwould ceme te Mr.
Melisin Trimty-lawe chere would chac day fome friends meee.
Now obferve ac this time my judgmen: was this , thacihere
was noman could be free’d from fin, till he had acted thacfo
called fin, as no fin, this a cectain tine had been burning with-
inme, yet durft not revealic toany, in thac I chought none
was able to receiveit, and a greae defire 1had ro make rial,

whether I fhould be troubled or fatisfied the-ein : iothat
Sevenchly, I ook my progrefs into the Wildernefs , and ac-
cording re the day appoinzed.I found Mr. Brafh, Mr. Rawlinfon,
Mt. Gold[msith, with Mary Lake, and {ome four more: now
Mary Lake was the chief fpeaker , whichin her difcourfe was
fome thing agreeable, but not fo high as wasin me experien-
ced, and whae I then knew wich boldne(s declared, in fo much
that Mary Lake being blind, asked who that was chac fpake?
Brufb {aid the man thac Grles Calvert (ent to us, {o with many
more wordsI affirmed chat chere was no fin, bur as mane-
fteemed it (in, and therefore none can be free from fin, tiltin
purity it be a&ed as no fin, for I judged that pure zo me, which
to 2 darkunderflanding was impure, for to the pure all things,
yea all a&ks were pure : thus making the Scriprure a writing of
wax , 1pleaded the words of Pawl, That I know and ams per-
fwaded bythe Lord Je[us, that there wai nathisg wnclean, but as
man ¢fieemed it , unfolding thar was intended all adds, as well
as meats and drinks, and cherefore till you can lie with all wo-
men as one Woman , and not judge it fin, you cando nothing
but fin: now in Scripture I found a perfe&ion (poken of,{o that
Tunderftoad no man could actain perfe&tion but this way , ag
D which
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which Mr. Rawlinfon was much taken, and Sarah Kullin being
then prefenc, did invite me to make criz) of what I had expref-
fed, fo as I rake ic,after we parted, theinvited me to Mz, wats
i Rosd-lane where was one or two more like her felf, and as I
take ir, lay wich me that night : now againit nexe (unday it was
noifed abroad whicarare man of knowledge was o ipeak ac
Mt. Brwjhes; arwoichday there wasa grear company of men
and women, beth young and old; and fo from day to day in-
creafed | thar now I had choice of whar before 1 afpired af-
ter; infomuch that it came o our Ocheers ears ; but having
got my pay I lefc chem, and lodgedin Reod-lane | where 1 had
Clients many , thar I was not able toaniwer all defires, yet
none knaw our a&ions buc our felves; however I was careful
with whom Ihad to do. This luitful principle encreafed fo
much , thit the Lo'd Mayor with his Officers came ac mid-
nighr to take me, but knowing thereof , he was prevented.
Now Copp was by himfelf witha company ranting 2ad iwear-
ing, which I was feldom additted to , onely proving by Scrips
ture che cruch of what I a&ed ; and indeed Solomsons Writings
was che originil of my filthy luft, fuppofing T mighe cake che
fame liberry aske did, not chen underfnding his Writings
was no Scripture, that I was moved to w:i'e to the world what
my Pinciple was, fo brought te publick view 2 Book called
The Single Eye, lo that men and women came from many parts
te fce my face, and hear my knowledge in thefe things, being
teltlefs cill chey we-e made free, as then we called ir, Now I
beirg as chey faid, Captanof the Rawt, 1 had moft of the prin-
eiple women came ro my lodging for knowledge , which then
was called The Head-quarters. Now in the height of this ran-
ting, Iwas made Rill careful for moneys for my Wife, onely
my body was given to other women: {o our Company encrea~
fing, T wanted for nothing thae hearc could defire , byt acfs@
it became atrade fo common,chat ail the froth and feum breke
forthinto the heighe of this wickedna(s,yea began to be a pub.
lick reproach, thar I broke up my Quarrers, and went iaco the
countrey to my Wife, where I had by cheway difaiplcsple?yi
whic
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which then Maor Rasnsberesgh, and Doltor Barker was mind-
ed for Mr. Walis of Elford, 10 there 1 met them, where wvas no
fmall pleafure and delight in praifing of a Ged that was an in-
finice nothing , what grear and glorious things the Lord had
done, in bringing us out of bondage, tothe perfeét liberry of
the fons of God, and yet then the very notion of my hearc was
to all manner of theft, chear, wrong, or injury that privately
could be acted, though in tongue I profefled the contrary, net
conixdering 1 brake the Law 1n all points (murcher excepred:)
and che grouad of this my judgement was, God had made all
things good , fc nothing evil bur asman judged it ; for I ap-
prenended there was no tuch thing as theft, cheat, ora lie, but
as manmadeic fo : fer if the creature had broughe chis wo:ld
1nco no propriety, as Mixe and Thine , there had been no fuch
title as thefr, cheat, or alie ; for the prevention hereof Ewe-
rard and Gerravrd Winflanley did dig up the Commons , that fo
all might have to live of themflelves, thenchere had beenne
need of defrauding, but unity one witk another , noc then
knowing this was the devils kingdom, and Reafon lord there-
of , and thar Reafon was matura]ly enclined to love iz felf a-
bove any other, and o gathertoit felf whae riches and howor
it could,- that fo it might bear fway everits fellow creapure
for [ puade it appear 10 Gernerd Winflanlsy there was a felf-fove
and vain-gloty purfed inbis heare, thag if poflible, by digaing
to have gained people to him, by whtch his name might becoma
great among the poor Commonalty of the Nation., assftars
wardsin him appeared amot (hameful recreafram Gesrgess
bill, with a fpiric of pseeended univerfalicy, o become 2 reaf
Tithe- gatherer of propuety; {o what by thele things in others,
and che experience of my own hearr; 1faw all char mew fpake
or adteti, was a bye  and therefore my shoughe was, Thad 2
gond cheat for lamething among them , and that o 1 mighe
livein profperity withthem , and novcome under thefafh of
the Law ; for here was che theught of my hears from (hat fuy-
ing of Selorsew, Ecclel. 3019, For that which bufadiesh thefini
of wen, bofallpsh beas, evam exe thing befallerh thews 5.4 She o%d

D2 disth,
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dicth, [0 dieth the orher | yea, they have all one breah, [othat &

wan bath wo preheminence above abeaft ; for all is vanity , all go
into one place, all are of the duf}, ard all twrnto Awft again. So
thac the 18ch and 1 gth veriesof Ecclefiaftes was the rule and
diretion of my {piiir, toeat and todrink , and todelight my
foul in the labor of my minde all the days of my life, which I
thought God give mzas my postion, yea to rejoyce in it as
the gitt of God, as faid chat wife Head-piece Selomon ; for
this then, and ever after, till I came 10 hicar of a Cornmiltion,
was the thought of my hearr , thar inthe grave there was no
more remembrance of either joy or forrow after, Forth's
conceived, as I knew not what I was before [ came in being,
{o for ever after I (hould know nothing after this my being
was diffolved ; bucevenas a fream from the Ocean was di-
ftin& in it {elf while ic wasa fiream, but when returned to the
Ocean, was therein {wallowed and become ome wich che Oce-
an ; fo the fpiric of man while in the body , was diftin& from
God, but when death came it returned to God, and fo became
one with God, yea God it felf; yer notwichftanding this, I
had {ometimes a relenting light in my foul, fearing this fhould
not be (o, asindeed it was contrary ; but hewever, then a cup
of Wine would wath away this doubt.

But now to recurn to my progrefs, I came for London again,
tovific myold fociety; which chen Mary Midleton of Chels-
ford, and Mrs. Star was deeply in love wich me, {o having par-
ted wich Mrs. Midleson | Mrs. Star and 1 went up and dewn
the countries as man and wife , {pending our time in feafting
and drinking, fo chac Tavernes I called the houfe of God;
and the Drawers, Mellengers; and Sack, Divinity; readingin
Selomens writings it muft be {0, in thar it made glad the heare
of God ; which-before, and ar char time, we had (everal meet-
imgs of great company , and that fome , no mean ones neicher,
wherethen, and ac thac cime, they improved cheir fiberey,
where Dator Pagets maid Rripped her felf naked, and skipped
among rhem, bur being in 2 Cooks (hop, there was no huager,
fothat I kepc my felf to Mrs, Star, pleading che fawfulnef(s of

our
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our doings as atorefald, concluding with Solomsen all vas viit-
ty. In the incerim the Parliament had iffued forth feversi
Warraacs ino the hands of Church-members, which knew m:
not by perfon, buc by name, fo could not take me, though re-
veral times met with me, chat at laft the Parliament o him
that could bring me before them, would give a hundred
pounds, fo that one Jones for lucre of mony, knowing me, got
a Warrant to apprehend me, who meeting me in che four {wans
wichin Bifhep(gate | told me he had 2 Warrant from rhe High
Court of Parliament to rake me : Let me feeit, faid I, you
have no power to ferve it withour an Officer, andfo would
have efcaped, but covld not the people fo thronged about me,
and a great tumule there was , {ome fighting wich him for an
Iaformer, but being a City Trooper, and fome more of his
Company with him, chey carried me, as T take e, co Alderman
Andyews, where chey {earched my Pockets ; but having drop-
ped an Almanzck chac had the names of fuch as {old my books
for me, they found it, and carried ic o the Parliamene , {o in-
formed the Houfe I was taken , and likewife defired to know
whatthey thould do with me , who gave Order to bring me
by water to Whitehall-Raires , and deliver me to Bark fead’s
Soldiers,, where after a while a meflenger was fent to take
me intocultody, where Iwaslodged in #bireball over againft
the Dial, andtwo fouldiers guarded me nighe aad day, for
which I was te pay; butfome being of my principle , they
would guard me for nothing, and a Caprainof theirs would
give me moneys ; fo after ewo days I was fenc for before the
Committee of Parliament to be examined : fo being called in,
they asked me my Name, my Councrey, with many (uch fri-
velous things ; {0 coming to the bufinefs in hand, Mr. Weaver
being the Chair-man, asked me if I lodged in Rood-lane ? Te
which Ian{wered, Once 1did. Wherefore did you lodge
there ? Becaufe Thad a friend there of whom I hired a cham-
ber. What cempany of men and women were thefe thae
came to you? Toinftancetheir mames I camnor, but fome
came as they had bufine(s with me. Who mece thofe women

18
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in black Bags that came to you ? Asnow Tknow not. ButM:=
Jaxton, we are informed, youhave boch wives and maids that
lodgeth with youthere 2 Thofe thac infoimed you, let them
appear facetoface, for I never lay with any ur my owa aife.,
No : foryoucall every woman your wife ? I £y Tiye with
none but my wife, according to Law, thoug?: i1 the unity of the
fpiric, Ilye with all thecreation. Thatis your fophiftication,
but deal plainly before God and Man, did notyou lye with
none it Rood /ane,and others places , belides your wifzp 1do
dcal plainly as you,but I being a free born fuisje@ oaght not <0
accufe my felf, in that you are to prove your charge. M. Clux-
son confefs the truch it, will be b.tter for you : for weatlure
you (hall fuffer no wrong. What [ knoiw is trueth, I have, and
(hall fpeak. What did vou at Wrs. (oes ia Rederiff> 1 had
conference with the praple. As you wcre preaching, yon took
a pipe of Tobacco, and women came and faluted ou,and others
above was commitring Adult:ry. Vhisic more then  remem-
be ?» No, youwill nor remember any trirg againft you : but
furely you tannot but remember this {/;-anuck is yours, and
thefe mens names your own hand wriring, Yeuldid write
them, was ot thefe men yoor ditciples > They were nitmice,
but their own. Did rmt Major Rainsho ongh | ard thereit lve
withnther women ? Notas Iknow. But Mr. (s ¥rendo yon
remember this book is yours? | never faw that before, but
may be fome of che like nacore I have. Why did not you write
this Buek » That yeu are to prove. Hereis the two firlt Let-
tersof yourrame.  Whacis chat to me? it muy ferve for o-
ther names as well asmine. Did not Mujor Rambor: ugh
and thefe men give you monies to print this Book? How
fhould chey give me monies to print thar which neither I nor
they koew of.  This Book mft be yours , fot it fpeaks yonr
language, fuitable to your pradtife. I being bat a !Q:;mgcrito
you, bow (hould you know my language or prai’e? Theugh
you will confcfs norhing. yer we have witnefsto proveit. Ler
them be examined in my prefenec - Socalling fores hatbe-
trayed me, did you ncver fee Mr. (Yaxton lye with no wo-
man?
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man? have heard him tal of fuch cthings, but faw noa&.
Though yon cannot, thereis fome will , oherefore Mr. Clax-
tindeal lainly , thac though you lay with none, yet did not
you alow it noneothers? | faw no evil in them to difalow ;
And Gentlemen let me fpea' freely toyou, Suppofelwere
your fervant, entrulted with your fecrets , and knew that you
were Traitors aguinft this prefent Power, would you take it
well for me to impeach you, and bear witnefs againft you ? At
which, either the Earl of Denby, or the Earl of Salusbury faid,
No: Such a fervant daferved to be hang'd ; at which they
laughed and faid, this was a cafe of another nature. Tfiyasit
is in the one, o it is in the otker. Well then, Mr. Claxton, you
will not confe’s th: truech, You fay veu have witnefsto
prove it. However the trueth T have confeff-d, and no more
can be expected. D> not you know one Copp ? Yeal know
himy, and that is all, for T have not fcenhim above two or three
times. Then they faid, ths isa fad principle, which if mot rout-
ed, all honelt men will have their wives deluded. One of them
faid, he feared not his wife he was too old , fo they difmiffed
me to the place from whence 1 came , and faid we (hall repord
it to the Houfe, thar To with fpeed you may have yourtrisl,but
I chink it was about fourteen weeks beforel ceceived the Sen-
tence of the Houfe, which took up the Houfe a day and half
work , as Jobn Lilborn faid , ftood the Nationina Thoufard
pounds : Audthus they fare fpending the Common. wealths
monies, about friviolus things. Now having pait fome vooes,
at laft they carried the day for my banilbment , which vote
that day was printed , and pafted upon many pots aboot the
City of Lowdon , That Lawrence Claxion fhould remain in
New bsidwel & monerh and aday, and thewthe High  besiffs of
London 23co1dnl? bim to the High Sheriffe in Keat, and fore be
banifit England, Scotland and Ireland andshe Tosvitavies thrre-
of dsving life . wnd AMajor Rainsborough te ve me 1o:ger Juftice
dwring bis iife. Now when my moneth was expired, their
Vote was notexecuted, fo afeer 2 while [ ca-ae.forch of prifon,

and then took my j.urney with my wife to my houfe in .S‘uin:-
feild,
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f.1d,and from chence I too my prografs into Cambrigdethire,
to che towns of Foxcmand Orwel whete Rill I continued my
Ranting principle, with a high hand.

Now in the interim I attempied the are of Aftrology and
Ph-fici, which in a (hort time I gained and therewith travelled
up and down Cambridgefhire and Effe.x,as Lint.n and Saffron-
walden, and other countrey towns, improving my s-ill to the
utmoft, that I had clients many,yet coald not bz therewith con.
teaded , bur afpired to the art of Magick, (o finding fome of
DoQor wWards and #oeelerds Manulcripts, Iimoroved my
genius to fetch Goods back that were ftoln, yea to raife fpirits,
ard fetch treafure out of the earth , with many fuch diabolical
a&ions, as a woman of Swdbury in Suffolk atlifted me, precend-
ing fhe could do by her witch-crafc whateve: fhe pleafed ;
now fomething was done, but mothing to what 1 pretended,
however monics I gained , and wasup and down looked upon
as a2 dangerous man, that the ignoraat and religiows people was
afraid to comenear me, yet thisI may fay, and fpea’ the cruth,
that I have cured many defperate Dileafes, and one time
brought from Glexferd to a village town wide of Lawbam to
Dolor Clark, two women and one man that had bewitched
hisdaughter , who came in a frofty cold night, tormented in
what then Clerk_was a doing , and fo after that his daughter
was in perfe® healch, with many fuch like things, that it pufted
up my fpirit, and made many foo!s believe in me, for atthat
time I looked upon all was good , and God the author of all,
and cherefore have feveral times attempted to raife the devil,
that fo I might fec what he was, but all in vain, fo that | judged
all wasa lie,and that there was no devil at all , nor indeed no
God but onety nature, for when I have perufed the Scriptures I
have found fo much contradi®ion as thenT conceived , that I
had no faith in it at all, no more then a hiftory,though I would
taik of it, and fpeak from it for my own advaatage, but if ] had
really thenrelated my thoughts, I ngither betieved that Adams
was the firlt Creature, but that there was a Creation before
him , which world I thought was cternal , judging that land

of
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of Nod where Cain took his wife, was ithabited 2 long time
befors Cain , not confidering that Mofes was the firt Writer
of Scripture , and that we were to look ne furcher chan what
there was written ; but I really believed no Mofes, Prophets,
Chrift, or Apofiles, net norefurrestion ac all : for I under-
flood chac which was life Inman, wenc iato that infinite Bulk
and Bignefs, fo called God, as a drop inte the Ocean, and the
bedy rotced in the grave, and for ever {o ro remain.

In the interimcame forth a people called Quakers, with
whom 1 had fome difcourfe, from whence 1 difcerned that they
were no further chan burning brick in Egypt, chough in a more
purer way than their fathers before them; alfo their God,
their devil, and cheir refurre&ion and mine, was all one,one-
ly they had a righteou(nefs of the Law which I had not; which
righceoulne(s I then judged was to be deftroyed, as well as my
unrighteou(nefs , and fo kept on my crade of Presching, not
minding any thing afeer death, bur as aferefaid , asalio thar
grear chear of Altrelogy and Phyfick I pradtifed , which not
long afcer Iwas benchiced in Aderfland, ac Teringten and St.
Jabns, and from thence went to Swetfbams in Norfolk, where I
was by all the Town received, and had moft of their hands for
the Prefentation , then for Lesdes I weng, and going tovific
C berwoed my former acquaintance, (he, wich the wife of Adid-
dleson, related to me the cwo Wienedes ; fo having fome con-
ference with Reeve the propher , and seading his Writings, I
wasina uembling condition ; the nature thereof you may
read in the Intredullion of chat Book [ Losk_about yow , for the
devil that yow fedr is 13 yon ] confidering how fadly 1had thefe
many years {fpent my tme , and that in none of thefe feven
Churches could I hnde the trae God, or right devil ; forin-
deedthat is not in che lealt defired, onely to prate of him, and
pray to him we knew nor, thoughic is wricten , It & Life eternal
t0 know the irne.God, yetthatnone of them mindes, but from
educition believech himrebegn eternal, infinice Spirir, bere,
there, andevery where ; which after I'was fully perfwaded,
thar there was to be three Commiifions upon this earth, 1o
bear record to the three Tides agovc , and thac this was the

laft
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1a&k of thole ¢hree s upon the belief of this I came to the know.
Tedge of the two Seeds , by which I knew the nature and form
of the true God, and the righe devil , whichin all my travels
through the feven Chuches I could never finde, inthar now
I {ee, 1t Was onely from the revelation of this Commiifion to
make ic known. )

Now being at my Journeys end, as in point of notional wor-
thip, I came o fee che vaft difference of Faith from Reafon,
which before I conclude, you (nall lqcar s and how that from
Faiths royal Prerogative all ics {eed in Adam was faved , and
all Reafon in che fallen Angel was damned, from whence
Icame toknow my eleftion and pardon of all my former
cranfgreffions ; after which my revelacion growing, moved me
to puglilh to the world, what my Facher was, where he livech,
and che glory of his houle, asis confirmed by my wricings now
in publick ; %o that now Ican fa{, of all my formal righteouf-
ncfs, and profefled wickednefs, 1 am Mripped naked, and in
room thereof cloched with innocency of life , perfed affu-
ranee, and feed of dilcerning with the fpirit of revelation. I
fhall proceed to anfwer fome Objeltions that may be raifed,
asunto what I have already aflerred.

Firf, what had becomse of ma if 1had died before I beard of
this [pirstual laft Commeiffion ?

Anfw. 1infallibly againft angels and men, thatis, againft
all che feed of Reafon whatfoever, declare, That if [ had dy-
ed in my time of wickedne(s, Thad been damned. Buc then,
you may fay , How can this canbe that I fhould have been
damned then,and not now, when the determinate will of God
Rands {ure, thas whe before of eld ordained so condemnation, or
falvation, fo(hall eleition ftand. Asunte this, icis tobe fe-
rioufly minded, thac while I was travelling th-ough Egype | or
the wildernefs, I knew no more than Pax/when he was a bla(-
phemer, that I was eletted as T do now, and ac thar time had
»o perfed peace, nor fully perfwaded of my falvacion ac all ;
for alas, what comfort is it to a2 manthar is ready to be curned
ever the ladder, and knoweth of no pardon, no mere thana
man chae dicth in ignerance knoweth hisele&tion ; fo chat you

may
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mayb eholfd what a fad journey mo(i part of the world de tr aw’
velin, even berwixe hope and defpair; for ic isunpoffible
thac a fou! in unbelief {hould know whether he be ele@ed, or
no : and therefore that Determination or Decree, doth pro-
duce a means to effet the end of that mans falvation, fpring-
ing in the Well of Faith, the knowledge of hisele&ion , with
a prote&tion or prefervation of its own {eed from the breach
of the Law ; or if chat {ou] have tranfgrefled che Law, he thall
nor die ciil a Commiffion come in being ; {othat I being ele-
&Qed, and yet baving broken the Law , there was a necefficy ¥
fhould live cilf chis [aft came in being, for the Law would have
condemnad me, and God would have difewned me, fothar
there was noother way but the belief of this Commiffion, to
free ine from the law of fin and death, into eternal life.

But youmay {ay, Whas became of alithe Sced of Faith fince
she Apoftlesso this day , that had not & Commiffion te belicwe in,
and lived in wickedne[s a I have Aone ?

Asunto chis I 2y, all the feed of Adams that lived cill ca-
pable of a Law, did not commit wickednefs, but was kept in-
Rocent from breaking che Law ; which innocescy of life,
though not knowing any other, but Jefus Chrift the Sqn of
God, fhall be raifed to glory. For this isto be underfaod, chae
till wichin chefe chirty yeass, there hachno angels founded ae
bove che Baprift , and cherafore nafuch pravacatien to tem
the Seed of Faich to.commit fin, as hath gccn in my days ; for
the fixth angel founding forch , the Ranting principle broke
forthall maner of wickednefs with a high hand, char did cempe
fuch as T co break the Law as themfelves : Sochar Ifay, the
Seed of Faith thac. was not to live till this Commifsion came
in being, had no fueh provocation, there being no fuch.tempe-
ing Difpenfations then apparent as they aze now, {e thar they
were all kepe innocent in cheir lives from commicring of fin,
[minde this] not from chipking or {peaking , but from alking
{in, mvichout which a& the Law will nor candemn thee ; for
the Law hath norhing to do with, the hearr, bus an a&t | asicis
wricten, nothe chac thinkech, ou¢ be that committesh Jin, 36 of
the devil 5 therefore blame pot ngy-rcv:lzdpn..chat irfrees you

2 from
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from {ooks o: thoughts upon a woman , buc racher rejoycee-
fcaping the'ad | [ otherways none ] no nert the Seed of Faich
would befree from fin , and then how will you blot out chac
faying, 1 30’3)1 3. 9. Whofocwer ss born of Gad doth not commir
Sinyfor his [eed remaineth in him, and bhe camnot [in 3 and all che
account is given, becanfe he is born of God. Thenin che fr@ of
Jobn .8, sf we [aywe bave no fin we deceive onr felves, and 1he
truth 5 rot in s, {hall your blinde learned Realon thar never
fpake this, or fhall Tin che height of revelation of the fame
Seed interprec this > thar he chac isborn of God, as T am now,
cannot fin to a& ; bucif I, thac am according to birth, of the
Royal Seed, fhould fay I have nometion to fin, I fhould be a
liar like unto the feed of Reafon : will ye believe this, or be-
lieve yourlying imaginatien » however for your furcher lari(-
faltion, read che thirceenth Chapter of my Paradifical Dia-
logue 5 fo that T (hall recurn o the nexc Query, where you
may {a

.Sy' /n[g "all the Seed of Fasthnew living belsave in this Commi/-
fen, or [ball not the innacency of life as well [ave thems wow, ws
when there was no Commsi[sion in being ?

Anfwer. There is not any of the {eed of Faith now living but
if he hear the report of our Commiftion found in his ears,
though never fee our faces, but he will believe ; choughall the
feed of reafon hear or read never {o often, they cannot believe;
but (o many of the feed of 4dams now living in this our day,
that do not hear of us , nor fee our writings, and (o die in the
ignetance of it , through their innocency of life, (hall be hap-
py on the other fide of death , though nat {0 happy here ; for
this I know, the real belief of a Commiffion, gives perfedt
peace and full affurance here , Whi_ch the other wants, and
therefore T infallibly fay ic is feven times more happy to be fa-
ved by a Commiifion. then by innocency of life ; fo char O the
freedom, O the freedomthar atcends a Commilfion !

Again you may fay , may a man receive your Commifiion
wich joyinthe beliefof it , and afterwards fatl away to eter-
nal perdition ? i .

Asfwer. Yea, afoul may come tobelieve the glorious per-

fon
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fon efour Lord Je(us, to be the onely God, and no other in
finire {pirit befides him, and thac he 1s now withthe fame per-
fon thar was crucified, in heaven glorified ; as untothis I have
known fome in Lendon and eliewhere,that have rejoyced inir,
and contended for it ; and yet not being rooted in the righe
feed, ic hath intime withered and rurned back to Egypr again.
Now the main thing of {uch 2 ones falling away, in plains
tearmes, is, becaufe they are according to birth the feed of
reafon , which may go very far wich a believer in this Com-
mitlion, as Tudas with the cwelve, before it be betrayed, which
ar one time or another, 1t is found ouc and fo condemned ; as

the devil Langlyexceeded moft of you in this narure , yer not
believing a prerogative, fell off and defpifed, for which,is now
eternally damned.

Againone thing mere is required to be anfwered | whether
onc that hath received che truch in the power and love thereof,
whether fuch areal believer, maybe left over to break the
1aw? and if, how delivered?

Aufwer. As unto this I fay, 2 Commiflion changeth not the
nacure of man, but according as he was in unbelief fubje& to
paflion , wanton carriage, or foolith language, and fuch like,.
Lasis too much apparent in fome] will now and then be temp-
ting that foul futable to its nacure ro ditturb ics prefene peace,
through the fragments of reafons nature that hangs about him;
but asco a&tion in breach of the lawya Commiffion doth change
the power of corrupsion, thac though he isnot free from mo-
tions to fin, yee heis freed from the a& of fin,this 1 finde in my
own foul the cruth of what Iwrite, but whether an elefted
veffel in the real belief of this may onceflip into alt, as A-
dulrery and fuch like, and by returning wich faich in the Com-
miffion may be recovered, this I cannot gain-{ay but it maybe
fo,as Tcould inftance:bur et ir be a warning co all others here~
after, and remember I rold thee fo.

Secondly, whethey ever any, les bim be of what Charsh focver,
bad 4 Callyor ware [ent by voice of words but & Comsmi(fiom onely?

Anfwer, As 1 amendued with the height of revalation, chat
neicher angel nor man can take from me , which revelacion
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ha ch begot moft of you into the belief of this Commifion,
ter me tell you thac Iwrite not now as Ihave dene formerly,
when 1 was in Egypt or the wildernefs , but Iwrite infalibly,
without the help ot any, as it flows by infpiration or revelation
from my Royal feed-ipring,erhervays it were no other but rea-
fons imagination , and fo it may be true or it may be falle , as
all your Philo’ephical Hiflories are dubtous te the writter,and
indeed the Reader thereof deth approve of no other language,
but what is writcen wich a provifio , under correftion tobetter
judgements, and more learned Fathers , and fo like a School-
boy thac wrices by direition of his Tutor , fodo ye write the
Commiiffioners revelarion and form of worfhip containedin
Aofes, the Prophets, and Apoftles, and not from any revela«
tionof yourown,though yon write you have a call from God, &
are fent of God, when you fhall hear to the contrary ; as fuffer
me bur to inftance che vain deceir and judgling carriage of the
Quakers , initeirprecended Errands and Meffages to Kings
and Rulers of this kingdom, publifhing chey are fent of God,
to tell chem, thac for cheir pride,their vaireglory , oppreffion,
and cruelty, they fhall have their kingdom rent from them, as
it was from Oliver before them ; wich thefe and fuch like
delufion their fouls are poffeft wichal, that they are fenc, and
by the Lord commanded, whenin the revelation from my
feed-fpring I know they are liars , asin thefe particulars fhall
appear:

P';grﬁ,'l’hat God did never fpeak te any of you,as he fpake to
Mofes, Paul, and Tohn Reeve , if you can deal plainly, and celt
meif ever Chrift from the Throne of glory, did ever audibly
to the hearing of the ear, fay: George Fox, Francis Howgil,
or John Harwood, or any of you, behold Ifend you forth asmy
onely rrue and laft Meflenger to the King of England, or any
ether, to reprove them of fin whac(oever , and therefore ye go
beyond the {eas to other Nations , faying the Lord fent you,
when from thac fpirit of divine voyce that fpake to Fobw Reeve
T eell you, yougo forth in the firength of Reafons lying ima-
gimacion, which you call your lighe within you, and fo receive
the reward of your deceit upon you, asincheday of account

you
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you fhalt know that you run before you were ‘ent,
Secondly, Dobut oblerve the nature and form of words
you deliver, are they any orher but borrowed from the Pro-
phets and Apofiles, and foyerun up and down with theiz
Commiffion, and their Doftrine , repeating what they faidto
Kings and Rulers , who were truly and really fent foreh to de-
liver wnat they fpake: now vou in the verrtue of anothers Com-
miflion, bufie your felves like the feven fons of ene Servas
Jew, whowere vagabonds exovcifps , that tosk_ upon thems 10 cail
over them which had evil [pirits | in the name of the Lord Tefus,
[aying , we adinre youby Tefus whom Paul preacheth ; So ye
Baptsfts, Rarters,buc efpecially che Quakers Ike vagabonds run
wich che lercer and doQrine of A46/es, the Prophets and Apo-
fles, (aying, Hear this I pray you, ye heads of the houfe of Jacob,
and princes of litael, thas abhsr judgement and pervert all equity,
they build up Sion with blosd, and Jecufalem with imignity , the
heads thereof ;ndge for veward, the Priefls thereof seach for bire,
and the Prophets shereof divine for money , and yet they will kean
wpon the Lerd , and [Ay , ssnot the Lovd among ws, none cvil can
come wnto ws?  'With thefe-and fuch like fayings ye gorothe
Magiftrate and Miniftery, and bid them remember what judge-
ments che Prophets threarned againft fuch Magiftrares and
Minifters, not im the lealt having any call or command from
God in your felves, without doubt and cenfidence, faying, 1
George Fox by vertue of my Commiffion thac was given by
voyce of words from the mouth of che Lord Jefusin che higheft
heavens, doinfallibly 2gainit Angels and Mea, tell thee Q
King, the Parliament, and Clergy of England , if ye eRablifh
fuperfticion , and bind mens conlcienees to your fo'm of wor=
thip, thenknow this O King, that the God that bid me rell
thee, concrary to thy expedtarion, will rayfe up an Army
again@ chae , char will blaft che proceedings of thee and chy
Councel for ever, I {ay were ye thus called , and fenc foreh,
as ye were true Meflengers , fo would your Meflage take
effe&t, and prove true as ye have publithed. .
Bue poor blind Creatures ! as really & cruly as I know Chrift

Jefus che onely God , and the Prophets and Apotiles com=
miffioned,
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miffioned, and fent forch by God, fo 1 as really believe ye
neither know God, nor were fent forth by God, buc are meer
diffemblers, and liars againft the true Commiffioners of Ged ;
therefore Ieell chee O King , and all powers under thee, that
this 1alt Commiifion of the ecernal {piric, hathno Meflages to
Kings ot Rulecs rouching the Affairs of their Government,
and cherefore as we have none, (thou fhalt not need rocredic
any other,) onely chis by permi(fion I {ay, if thou fofar rerain
the Presogative in thy own hand, that no Councel, Bithop, or
Minitter, may moleft or perfecute any Opinion , Church, er
Difpenfation, much our Commifsion , that is contrary to
them in maccer of worfhip, provided theybe obedient to thy
Governmenc in juft civil chings , I {ay, if this be really per-
formed by thee, thou and thy pofterity, after thee may in (afe-
ty reiga during chis perithing worla : This being done, let him
be ot what Church foever, that fhall nor wichour Hipocryfi of
heaé: » be free from writing or fighting againtt thee, be puni-
{hed.

Now ye being falfe, and not fent, notwichtanding all your
wozs plagues,and judgements you threaten againit 2 Kingdom
(if they do but repent) though chey puni(h withdeath, theybe
happy as well as you , not knowing your own happine(s, you
cannot difcern anothers(when it is not {o in ours) you having no
difcerning of the two feeds, zsz. Faith and Reafon, yow make
no differences , bur wrapsup all together, not knowing but
Gods nature , Reafon and Mans the fame, and {0 if man do
but hearken ro the light of Reafon within him, he fhall be as
haopy as the Seed of Faith , and thus ye arc blind leaders of the
blind, pretending a Call, and fentof God, and yet you know
not the form of God, nor his nature, thinking chat in 4 dam
both Seeds die, and fo in Chrift both (hall be midealive, not
at all thac Reafon was damned inche Angelical Serpent , and
Faith faved in Adam, as in the Quakers Downfal | and the
Dinlogue is spened at large.

Now had you been Commifsionated by voice of words, or
were it pofsible to think of an inward Commifsion by che Spi-
11z, a¢ fome of your fine-fpun Profeflors do imagine, and co me

was
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was confirmed by one Laize , but efpecially by one Tomlinfon
a very moderate Brother of yours, thac would prove a Call
from God, {o {ent of God by the fucceffion of the Spirit , not
underflanding that the Apofiles, who were the Stewards and
Shepherds of Chrift, and in his (tead had the power of falva-
tion and condemnation commirced ro them, were all put to
death, with every Believer of them : than how do you think
they, being the condu of the Spiric, thar you {hould recetve
the influence of their Authoricy from a dead lerter, and chat
conveyed to you by the Roman power that put the true Com-
miffioners to death, it islike chere fhould be a fuccefsion, ei-
ther bywvoice of words, or the Spiric , when you have neithe:
of them both, buc the light or learning of Reafons imagina-
tions onely.

And then, if ye had a Commifsion by voice of words, fo
fenc of God, your language and your worthip would {peak for
you , that you werethe true and lafk Meflenger of the chird
and lafk Commifsion ; bur alas, peor defuded creatures, you
are the laft angel thac ever fhall found a prerended crueh, yer
real lying notion thar ever fhall appear in chisworld; concer-
ning which both the Miniflers and Hearers are igootant, that
the Teachers of the Quakers are the laft angel (ppYanof in
the tenth of Revelarion, thefeventh verfe, faying , Jwthe days
of the voice of the [evemh angel, when he [ball begin to found, the
myftery of God [honld be fimfred, e. Now ye angels or teach-
ers of the Qxekers,do ye fend forch any ather do&trine or wor-
(hip, bur what is recorded in the Cammifsion of ochers, even
what they {aid, and did do, asnear as youcan do ye; which
if yehad a difcerning fpiric,, you would wichout cenfure or
envy, read our revelation flowiag from a Commifsion , doth
far cranfcend the language or worfhip of eicher of the tweo
Commifsions before s ; but ye being of the angzls nacure, fo
the feed of the Serpent, ye knew nor the voice of a Commif-
fion from a Difpenfation : As touching which, Ithallepenin
the third Obje&tion or Query, thus ftated.

Whether shere ever was moye then one truth at a time , and whe-
ther there be more thas one wayso shistruth? and if -bus ons way,

F .

which
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which % the trae and onely way t1 the truth,

Anfwer. Truthwas never known all a Commifsioner was
chofen , (o thac till Aufes there was nothing made manifeft
what was cruch, and what not , and therefore from thenceir
muflt be enquired, whecher there was more then ons truch, he

eing the firlt wricer of truth chat ever was, doth all along ceil
you in his days , there wasbuc one truth, the kmowledge of
which confifted in che erue God, as in the irt Command iris
wriceen, this (halt have no other Gods before me, {0 thar this was
the onely rrue God ; and therefore (atth Mofes | there 1i mone
Like unso the Lord our God : and again-it iswritcen, thou ar: the
God , eventhonaline; and fo all along rhe Prophats do declare
o other God, but what before by Aofes was reveafed, ctying,
Lam God, and there tsnonc elfe | Tam God, and there s nons like
wey cherefove look snte me , for I am Gody and there is ove befides
me.

Then, and at thar time, chis was cruth, yea the onely eruch,
and no cruch befides ic , chough chen molt pare of the world
worthipped idols, yea a lic of thetr own 1nvention, yer in che
Commuision of Moefes was truth onely maincained, under che
title of Gad the Pacher.

Secondly, After this God became fleth,as ic is written, 7%,
word waswith God, yea the word was God, which word was mad,
flafh, and dwelt among [t men,now called a Son, or Chrif} the Sa-
vior , which none bur cthe Apoftles Commifsisn believed , as
fromntheir faying , there is wo other name under heaven Liven a-
song meen whereby we meuft be (aved , Wth many fayines to cha
purpefe,proving thar Chrift was the Son of God.

Then, and at thar time, this was truth, yeathe onely cruth,
andno truch befidesic, chough thea chere were boch Saducees
and Pharifees | yea moft pare of the Jews , and almoft all che
Gaentiles worfhipped-a God befides Chrift, yet in the Commif-
fion of the Apofties, was truth onely revealed under the ticle
of Chrift the Son. ) )

Thirdly, Afterthis, yea in this inflant time,both Father apd
Son arein this our third and 1aft Commifsion made manifet

co be the holy Ghoft, or one entire fpiritual body, yea the fame

body,
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body, and no otler body bur what upon the crofs fuftered, is
now in heaven glorified , both Father and Son,one f{piritual
form, Creacor ot heaven and earth, {o called the Lord Jefus.
Now,and ac chis time, this is the truth; yea the onely eruth,
and no cruth befides ic, thoughall the Seven Churches pre-
tends to know truth, and fo by their profeffions holds forth
{even truths, yec Iinfalibly fay im thisour laft Commifsion,
this is the truch onely revealed under the title of Chrift , as he
is a fpiricual perfon not in us, bur above us, in his own kingdom
of glory, blefled for ever,
" And yer they are not three truths | but one truth , asin re-
fpest of God che Father, God the Son, and Ged the holy
Ghoft, which three are mot perfons , buc eitles comprehended
in che fingle perfon of Chrift alore ; but as in relation to theit
Commi(sions in time , chey are three Commifsions , in three
diftin& perfons, though chey all chree acknowledge chemfelves
to have their authoricy from one and the fame perfon; for that
perfon which {pake to Mafes, {pake to Pasi, and {pake to Tobs
Reowe : the eouch of chisisxleasly revealed in iy Dislogue, the
fecond and twelfth chaprers, o that I (hall omit to fpeake any
furcher , onely leave you to that {aying of Pauf, be thet de-
[cended, sashe [ame alfoshas afeended, fo cthat Rill it is but one,
- and thefame pesfon, even Jelus alone, bur
Secondly, As there is bus.amre truth,fo chere is but one way co
this cruth , and chat muft needs flow from them chacare the
publifhets of truch ; for it is ridiculous to think thacmaner
men which knowes nor truth, thould be the way of cruth,
[therefore take notice anddo not forger, | as there isno truth
but in.a Commifsion , fo there is nente , let chem be never fo
wife or eloquent , yearighteous,or heaven-iike, if he be not 2
Commi{sioner fent by voyce of words, and thac audibly te the
hearing of the ears, from the fpiricof divine faiththat cannoc
tie, cell chee cthou are no fhepherd, but an hireling; no fon,buc
a baftard; no trwe Commifsioner, buc a ceuriterfeit « as deal
plainly, canany of youthe Amgels or, Teacherd of the féven
Chatches, i_nfalibiié‘ay, thze Ged by yoyce of words, fesryou
ashe did Mofes, the Apofites , and Fabw Recve? <ertain Tam
Fa without
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without doubr ye camnot. O then what do you think will be
the ead of all your profound lies, that you have preached in
publick and private , by taking upon you fuccetlively to be
Prophets, Apoftles , and Minilters from anothers Authoricy,
and thereby you cavel and rayls one brocier againft anocher,
faying che Papift, Efpiicopal, Presbycerian, and Independent,
are falfe Prophets and hirelings , and they fay , you Baprifts,
Rancers , and Quakers are falle Prophetsand deluders , and
who fhall be judge of your precended Commitlions , and rai-
ling accufations, fhall the Scriprure thacts a dead letcer ? or
fhail I thac have the {piric of revelation ? can any of yeu tell
mz, who made you Minilters and Teachers over others?
the Apoltles and cheir Bifbops difowns you , cheir writings fay
your fathers murthered all of them, {o that there was not one
lefr alive ro continue their fucce(fion , by impofirion of hands
ot otherways, fo thar what can you fay for your felves, bur thac
the Pope, who was made che fupream head over the dead lec-
ter, and that Roman pewer eftablithing ic , by ics {upream.au-
therity,you have your ordination from Minifters, and from no
other God or {piric, but the dead lercer onely : now ler me
celt youall, and yec not 1, but the {piric of revelation, flowing
fram my (eed-(pring , [mind what Ifay,] thar I am as cruely
fenc now , as T smozky and Titsms were in their Commifsion,
and therefore I can without fear , and witha real undoubted
confidence fay , that you are all but the Meflengersof Men,
and therefore the next time ye read ot preach from the rench
of Fohm, remember that you read your felves the falie Pro-
phets and Hirelings there quoted, asin-the day of erernal ac-
count you fhall finde the truch of whac Ifay, bue then teo
late, and in vain will your doleful cries be.

But you may objet and fay from thole words of Chrift, fay-
ing, [ am the gosd (hepherd, and know my [heep, and ams known of
mixe, from henceyou may cavel , and fay chere is no motral
man a true fhepherd, buc Chrift alane,and thac becaufe he faith,
1 am the way, and the srwth,and she life.

Anfwer, 1grane thar Chrift is the greac thepherd of che
fheep, and was the onely Prophet then living, yea chen and ac

thac
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that time, he was the onely way o eternal life, and all that be-
lievedin him were his (heep and followed him, for chenthe
Apofles were bur theep, and Chrift cheir thepherd, bu after
that our Lord and good (hepherd, had by hisblecd purchafed
eternal happinefs for his theep , then he Commufsionated his
Apofiles o be (hepherds in his place, as before he wasafcended
he bid Pecer feed his fhecp , which after they were indued wich
power from on high , chey ment forch in the firength of their
Commifsion, and declared themtelves to be Ambafladers and

Scewards in Chrifts Aead , Yea the way and life of their falva-

tion ; and chercfore faich Paul,bretheren be followerstogether of
we , knowing affuredly if they believed in their Dotrine,

¢ they fhould be as happy , aswhen they believed the words of
. Chrift from his own mouth, {o thar this know there 1s no going

to Gad, but by Commifsioners, for who they curfe are curfed,

and who they ble(s are blefled , in thac the revelarion thereef
hach an infallible difcerning who are che feed of Adsms, and

who are the feed of the Serpent.

And cherefore take notice if Chrilt be the way now , and
i teactieth you by his {piric, why are-you net cherewich conten-
. ted, and keepeveryman achome , bugrun upand down the
2. City, fome to publick and fome to private, negle&ing waiting
. upon God, and teachings of his fpirits, te wait upon men and
dreir vain teaching ? and fo che priefls tells them chey muft
wait upon God, in the ufe of means, imitatiaga true auchori-
ty{aying the Lord fent them,whenthey neicher know the Lord
nor their Meffage, fo being but mans Minifters, they compel
men to 3o the broad way with them to deftru&tion.

4. Again, you read but of two ways, a true and a falfe, the
narrow way, and the broad way, thatis, the way of Faich, and
the way of Reafon, fo unlefs you deny Scripture , you cannot
~ but confefs, chat astruth is onely ima Commifsion, fo then
of necefsicy ic mult follow , that the true Cemmifsioners ara
- the narrow way, and way of Faich to eternal Truth. So thac
yefeven Churches whac do you fay for your felves? ate you
- righe,.orare you wrong 2 are yeu £rue, or are you falfe? Sure

& Yamyou do all {4y, chag yau areincha truch , and the my:h of
crugh s
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rruth: if yewill not believe me, enquire of AMefes andthe A-
poftles, and (ee if they do nos fay chat there was no truth but
in a Commifsien, and ask chem if cruth were evere@tablifhed
by Authority ? [minde this] fure T am you will finde it recor-
ded, thac cruth was onely coatained in one Commifsion to an-
ether, and that truth was ever pe:(ecuted by Auchoricy. Hive
you not read chis ? do ye noc believe this ' then from the lec-
ter I fhall prove this, thac the hypocritical Sersbes and Phari-
[ees did burld the tombs of the Prophess , ard garnifb the [epnl-
chres of therighteons, and [dy, if we bad been 1nthe days of ony
fatbers , we would not have been partakers with them in the blosd
of the Prophets : So your fathers murthered Chrift and all his
Apoftles, and fince their children have é¢fablifhed che Ordi-
nance of the Apoftles, and with rraditien and learned Philo-
fophy, have garnifhed the leteer of the Scriprures with a penal-
ty, thac if any one de (peak againft Mofer, Chrift, orthe Apo-
fles , they thall be punithed ; fo thar ve be wirneffes unto
your {elves that you feven Churches are che onely heires of
them that killed the Apoftles.

As now the laft and higheft cruth is held forth in this our
fat Commifsion, asinmy wricings I have told you again and
again, thac there isno truch buc what is revealed by us, and
no way to ecernal happinefs wirhour us, fo thar when you have
eftablithed thac fo called Re/igion T chen expedt no other dea-
lings at your hands, than our brechren che Apofiles found
from your fore-Fathers ; and then your fons in the next gene-
ration, will {2y of you as mow ye (ay of your fathers ; but wo
wo, 1f not for fear, yet for fhame [eave off your tearming you;
felves the Churches of Chrift, and that your traditiensd notie-
nal Forms are thettue ways of Chrift,thar {o you may be more
excufable in the eternal Accounc of the Lord. Do byt ep-
quire whether the way of Mofes and the Prophets be your rufe
now, when it was not the Apofiles in their cime? and fhaj
Fou thac belong neitherto Mafes, nor che Apofiles, by fuccef-
ion of veice of words, or infpiration of the (pirit, ordain your
Telves Bithops and Minifters by the dead letter of the Apo-
files, andthem you fetch your garb and artire from che dead

leceer
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fetrer of Mafes? all which was-abolifhed inthe death of Chrift,
[and by the Apofiles detefied againft as beggarly rudiments]
{o no exampiges for any morcals now living to imitate, | minde
that] unlefs you de wilfully fhur your eyes againft what the
Apofiles fay, and what I now wrice ; for the glory of this pe-
rifhing werld hath fo bewitched you te believe a lye , thar you
wre(t che Scriprure into an image of wax, framingic aceording
to Reafons imagination, your onely idel, god,and favior, when
from aninfallible fpiric 1 ay , there is not ome {entence in the
letter of Scripture ro warrant any of you feven Churches in
your Forms of Worthtp, ner can you from any grounds or
reafor make England believe that you are the true Bifhops
and Minifters of Ged , unlefs you could make it apparent that
you were all Jewes, and all rhe world befides you Heathen
Gentiles, that worfhipped gods of ftocks and flones, then you
might have fome colour ta pratife che Rices and Ceremonies
of the Law; whichif you could, you muft not onely wear
Aaronsholy garments, but your male, both yong and old,muft
be circumciled:, and have your peace-offerings and burnt-of-
ferings of cthe bleod of bulls and goats, with all other Cerema-
aies chereunto belonging, that fo the ignorant mighc have fome
faich in you ; buc inthat moft of your Churches knows thac
ghe Jeiws and the Gentiles are by mixture of feeds become
one Nation , they can tell you there was no Bithops, Efders,
ot Deacons in Mofesor the Prophets time, and therefore ye
pretending a fucce(sion from Timothy and Titss, your younges
brethren, sz, Presbyrerian and Independent,ce. can inform
you, if ye were true Bifhops , infead of the holy garments of
Aaron, lZou mult wich Timothy and Titus wear a mean garb, as
plainhabit, and fuch like, and not to go.with long Gowns and
Sircingles ; and in fiead of varery of Dainges, youmuft eat
with no gentile, but {uffer want and hunger ; and infiecad of 2
Coach and fix horfes, you muft go on foot ; yea, inroem of
many Attendancetoferve and waic uponyou, you muft waic
and ferve your flock : if you had believed Seriprure, a8 ye
precend to make it your rule, why do ye mor imitate che-true
and greac Bifbop Chrift Jefus? who fateh, hethacis che greu;
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eft, and willbear rule , mult be a fervant to others, faying,
though I be the fon of God, nay Ged himfelf, yer Iwafhed
my difciples feet, and there wasno room for me in an Inn, but
a manger, and I never ride bur once, and thac was uponan
Afs, thus was T humbled, and abaled my felf ; and though ye
pretend a Commifsion f{uccefsively , yer ye altogether exale
and honor your felves, in contempt of meand my true Com-
mifsiopers ; So that as I am che true and onely Bithep now
living, feeing ye boaft of things that was A7sfes and the Apo-
{tles labors, and like School-boys, vaunt your tonjuesino-
thermens sules of thimgs madeready to your hands, [ minde
what 1{ay] yet whether yedo or not, I infallibly tell you
from that {pirit of divine voice, in the perion of the Lord Je-
fus, that (pake to Mofes, Panl and Jobn Reeve | that you have
now no goard ro fhadow you from thar dreadful fentemce of
this our fpiritual ard lak Commiffion of the moft high and
mighty God, the Man Jelus.

Now having f{ufficiently thewenou, thac all Churches,
Difpenfations , Gifts, or Ways are falle, not] proceeding
froyn 2 Commifsion, and that from a Commifsion then in force
and being ; but all the feven Sons, or Churches , have all pro-
ceeded from no Commifsion , but from Reafons invention te
eftablifh othersrevelations for theirrule : {0 now I fhall hew
you in a few particulars , thatye all run invain, and fodo
lofe the prize of the high calling , the knowledge of the Man

efus.

J Firft, in that ye know not whohe is, nor where he is, that
yerunto, and therefore fome of you run aftera God of three
perfons, when you have neither Scripture nor revelation for to
warrant you the eruth of your journey ; and ochers of you run
after a God of an infinite Spirit and ewo perfons 5 and the reft
of yeu run after 2 God that hath no perfon ar all, fothac I
fay youare all ouc of the way, and really believesno God ac
all,neither can any of you fay with Pasl,Ik:ew in whews I have
believed ; but ye rundoubtfully , not being fully perfwaded
that the God ye preach and pray to, is the true God , neicher
indeed do ye trouble your felves to know what he is,but onely

fpeak
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fpeak the word Father, the word Ged, the wo:d Chrilt J2lus,
as a tradition educaced by your fore-fachers, eftabliihed in
your Articles, Creeds, and Catechi{ms, exercifing your difcis
ples from chem to believe as the Church believes , not having
faich in any ching ye profe(s : As deal plainly and imparciaily,
an(wer me upon your {alvation , as you hope to fee your God
in glory, thac you are fully perfwaded,chac yoar God and your
d.vil is che way, and tha truth, and no ocher befides it ? Ifay
not any ot you can avouch it as che principle of your affurance,
thatthe God ye profefs is che true God, and yet what a rabble
rout of pretended believers there is among you, that fome of

our members fwears, God damn them they belisve in God,

e drunk, and believe in God; whore, andbelieve inGod ;
cheat, and believe in God ; bear falie witnels, and believe in
God ; tyrannize and opprefs, and believe in God ; nay, the
Land lotds for a Quarters-renc will turn the paorinte the
ftreees, and yet balieve iq God ; and the greac devil Broker
will ulurp 30 or 40 pound in the hundred , and protefthe be-
lieves inGod ; fo chac Ifay ye bave made a by-word of the
name-God, and a very pack-horfe of the Scriprures o feal up
your own dammacions; as when I wasamong you, this was
my condition, and the ({ace of you all, in one of thofe evilsor
* another ; {o thac wich admirarion, againft angel or manIcan
fay, I have not run in vain, thac chele whichin che knowledge
of God I thought wasbzfore me, are all left behinde zealous
in their devotions to the unknown God whom ye ignarantly
wer(hip, which in all my witeings I have revealed , that your
God cannot be known neither to Sainc or Angel, haviagno
form or petfor, buc an infinite eternal Spirir wishout a bedy,
how do you rhink your nothing<God thould be known? nay,
tnd Abrabam knownno other God tham ye profels, he had
never been cempred to flay his fon, inthatfromfucha God
there had baen no invitation, neitherhad his confidence been
fo farfixed , 28 to obey a command withaue a body ; but he
really believing that hie God was no thadow , bue a perfonat
fubflance, made Absabans o wilting to affer up his onely be-

Joved fon Jfasr, Now your faith having na foundation to
G picch
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picchies cenfidence upon,but asin a Lotrery men vencuze cheis
money, (odo yein your worfhip venrure your falvacion , not
réally knowing ac all thac your preaching 2nd prayingisto a
true God, onely ye hope well, vea hope the belt, thacyon are
in che cruch and the righeway , and-taac your God ts che, God,
when Iin’alibly rell you he thar runneth to God,or protefleth
God mnft believe him as he 3s , | O mind what you read] nocas
he is in your hope, and vain im:ginacion, bucashe isreallyin
himfelf, a glorious perfonall God : and know this while you
areinhope youdonor believe, for hope that i feen is ust hope,
for what aman fecthywhy doth he yet hape.foi2 thou knowing God
1s true as thou believes,hope is [wallowed up in chac belief, for
the hope of the hypocrite fhall perifh, but when thou canft withouc
doubt fay as Tohn faid, we hope not , but we belisve, and really
knaw that we are of God | andthe whait world lieth imwickednefs,
and weknow that the Son of God iscoma , and hath given ss an
uaderflanding, that we may know hitm that is true , and we are in
hins that istrue, even in his Son Fefus Chrift | this is the true God
and cternal life, omce come to chis, thy hope is ne more hope,
but becomss faith. '

Which I am cercain chere is nor any of you the feven
Churches, that knowes the true God, and the righc devil, the
true heaven, and righe hell, no without doubt I know thac all
your hopes, {o living and fo dying, thachach been acquainted
wich our Commiflion, fhall ecemally perigh : and furchermore
I know, that if ye did believe Adofes, Chrift, and the Anoltles,
ye would b:lieve me, I knowing that fo many of you as really
believes the two former Commuffions, if ye hear but our re-
porz, will as really believe inus, though I know atl of you witl
fay, ye believe in Adofes, ChrH, and the Apeftles, but ye can-
sot believe inus: And why doye not underttand we are the
laft Commiffion , as they the firft and fecond ? even nothing
buc becaufe ye know us alive , and by tradicion are educated
to believe them though dead ; for white Cheift and the Apo-
files was among them, they were of no more efleem than we.
As rothis purpofe, faich Panl, His lesters | faythey) ave meighty
and powerful, but by bedily prefence iamenk., ard his [peech con-

temptible,



None believes the former Commifsions but we, 1

temptible , Lo while any living knowvs ou: perfons, for that our
wricings are defpifed; however, let me refolve you why you
cannot believe our words naw living, 1s becaufe ye ar¢ of the
feed of unbelief, reafon, the devil, and take this forccuth , ye
do nat believe Mofes, Chrift, nor the Apofiles; ye hope yedo,
ye fay ye do, as the Jewes faid of CHRIST, me
are Mofes Difciples | we kizow that God [pake anto Moles, as
for this fellow we know not from whence he 4. 'Who would have
thought but whac they faid , was truch; yer Chrift cells them
Jobn §.45. Had ye believed Moles, ye wonld have believed me,
for be wrote of me, but if ye believe no: his writings, how [Fonld ye
believe my words ? So tha from rhe Lozd of Glory liay, cid
ye really believe the writings of A4ofes, Chritt and the Apoliles,
ye would believe in our words; but I knew ye do not believe,
but only confe(s and profefs for your own honor and advancage,
which in the hour of death ye willbe all at a lofs what will
become of your fouls , for all your preaching and praying co
your God onyourbed of Gcknels, yoh have all your work to
do, fo theit' iz fs evidenty you are all out of the way, yea fillin
Egypt or the waldernefs,

Fifthiy, Again ye run in vaim , wot knowing eke Scriptures ;
for as they were written by meny in(piced with the {piric of
revelation , (o none cangive any grue 1n erpretation thereof,
but chofle endned wich the fame fpiris, andchac ] really believe
none of you can with (afecy fay ye ate che men, Icerrainly
knowing, that your tearnitig is from the (eed of Reafon, which
is the wifdom of fleth ; Sothatic is unpoffible ye thould dif-
cern the plain language of Faith, orgive a crueincerpretacion
of Scripture written by the {eed of Faich , and cherefore ye
knownot whac Seripture is, and what not , though I ackmow-
ledge your wifdom of Reafon, can tranflave Hzbrew, Greek,
and Larineinto Englith ; and chis being done , ye make your
ignerant diiciples believe thar you have mterprered the Scrip-
cure , when I know thar the Scriprure inics divine fence, is as
aridie not unfolded unto all che learned Rabbies of the world;
furthermore I can wich confidence fay,chae when any of you do
aflume an interpretation,you dage not eonclude that is the rrue

Ga mzaning



52 Nonwe judge of the Scripture but we,

meaning thereof, and no other , and yer {uch of you who are
of a concrary {eed to the Wricers of Scrip.ure , do take upon
you to be Judge of chetr writings, when Ifay, as Ifaid be-
fore, you underftand noc whae you are your felves | nor what
will beacome of another, n:ither doth the wifdom of Faich
thac fearchech che high things, yeache deep things of God,
proceea from the learned edacation of Univerfities, (o no (pi-
ricual men to judge of things concerning God , andhis king-
dom ; O then why will ye prefume to fay thisor thac is blal-
phemy, when you know not what God nor his nature is, che
devil or his nature is, and yet none fo forward to cry dowa
tho(e thac are cruly fent, for falfe prophets , deluders, back-
fliders, and blafphemers, when mow 1 infallibly know that you
onely-are the men; asdo bue look back o the true and faife
prephets of old, and chen if you can {(peak the cruth] chae
whether the true be more in number than the falte, Elijab
Qaith, [ even I) onely remain a Prophet of the Lord , bur Baals
priefts are fosr bundred and fifty men. And (o all along in the
{econd Commiffion chere wasa greac mumber of falfe, tothe
fmall gumber of true : As now in our days what multicudes
there is of falfe prophets and fal(e teachers, to one true pro-
het and true Bithop? for chis you muft grane , thatif yeall
gc true, then Mofes, the Apofiles and we, are falfe, andif (o,
in vain were chac (aying of Chrift , Strait ssthe gate , and nar-
row isthe way thatleadethunto life, and few (nor multitudes)
but few there be that finde it ; whichif ye were all true pro-
phets, or true reachers, [asif any of you were ; ic muft beche
Baprift] but inthat I know ye are all falfe , blot out thar fay-
ing of our Lord, and wrice ic chus, [wide is the gate,and bread
1s the way that Jeadeth unto life and falvation, and moft of
theworld do findeic: ] wereit thus, ye mighe have fome co-
four of juflificatien that ye were all true, and our Commifsien
onely falfe, then heaven would be full , and hell would be
empty. Butlet me cell you once more, and {o manyas are
elefted will believe me , thac chisis che 12t Commiflion, yea
the firaic gate, and narrow way , yea the onely way to eter-
nal life, {o narrow that no hypocrite can enter among us,
bue
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but he is difcovered and condemned by us,

And then becaufe it is written, Beware of falfe Prophets
which come to you in [beeps clothing, but snwardly are mwm'ng
wolves. What a noile do ye make in your pulpits, one brother
impeaching another for fal{e Prophets , when I know nor any
of you can without doubt {ay, which of you are true, and which
are falie , though ic is faid , By their fraits ye (ball know them.
Can you tell me the fruirs of a true Prophet from a falle one ?
Sure I amye cannot ; therefore I {hall cell you, how ye fhall
know a crue from a falfe, | mind what you read] the fruics of a
falfe Proghet , is togo berore he be fent, yea fent by voice of
words from Chrift the crue Ordainer of Prophets, fo that ye
go forth by the voice and ordinacion of men, fo preach the
do&rine of men, and that onely for your honor and prefer-
ment, this isa falle Prophet, and chefruits of your prophecy,
isto be chofen by your members , to fighe wich the {word of
fleel , to inrich your felves in che ruine of your difciples , to
Lerd it over your hearers, to teacha falfe God, and a fai(e de-
vil, to cheac and murcher one another, asnow ye do ac this
day, this all of youare guilty of , in one kind ot another , and
yet ye chac are the onely falfe Prophats, fay to your deluded
members, thefeare dangerous times , take heed of falfe pro-

hets; which if ye could difcern cruth, ye fhould bid them
eware of you, that chey pin not cheir {alvation upon your do=
&rine 5 for the fruics thereof are as aforefaid , onely Reafons
philofophy and vain deceit : asif you did but obferve what
you read, Whenyou fay , nof many wife men after the flefh, not
many mighty , ror many noble ; but God hath chofen the foolifh
thixgs to confound the wife , and weak thivgs of the world to con-
found the mighty , and bafethings of the world, and things which
are defpifed, God hath chofen ; yea, and things which are not, to
bring to nosght things that are. Do youbelieve this? what do
ye [iy cothis ? areyefools, are ye ignorane, are ye weak, are
y¢ bafe, are ye defpiied 7 then you might have fome plea chac
you are the true Churches of Chrift; but you are teo wife, too
ftrong, too many, too honorable to be true Bithops and Mef-
fengers of Chrift the Lord of Gory, and yet vou will pot bee
Jieve
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lieve this, buc perfwade your felves chac the richelt,the prous
deft, and che wileft are the onely crue Believers, when [in-
£allibly know from chac Spiricof divine Faith, thacye are all
the fons and daugtnecs of Cain, that proud Lacifer your facher,
which ere long (hill have your wages wich him in flames of
eternal burning, and that for ever.

6. Again, you arefalle, and run in vain, not difcerning che
two feeds how they became cwo where they remain, wich che
effelts and operatdons fince the beginning to this day ; bur
having in the fifth chapeer of my Wosder of Wonders (poken
fomething of this fecrer , Ifhall forbear, and ina higher ma-
ture make manifeft what hach been cheir effects and opera-
tions, from that te this day. As unto this, all thar donot
willfully (hue cheir eyes, m:y read as chey cun, thacaccording
to the faying of God, hath ever fin.e been at enmity , and that
not onely in irs own foul , but one man wich anorker, ocher-
ways what need had chere been of a Law given to Reafon the
devil, buc thar Reafon oppreffeth and injurech anocher, and fo
makes work for the Lawyer, yea ever fince hath devoured and
murchered one another, that Reafonhath ereted Magiftrates,
Fudgesand Lawyers to reconcile Realon divided againfl it feff,
o: elle condemn ic to be executed by the Hangman. That you
may in brief (ee che fruits, and influence of Faich and Reafon,
I thall demonttrace whac cheir operations are,both in fpiriruals
and remporals.

Firf, As unto {piricuals, both Faith and Reafon do motion
forch o their original, from whence they had their being, and
therefore Faith inr the Commitfion of this 1:& age, can telf
what it was beforait became morcal, and what it 1s now being
mortal, and wha it (hall be when immortal'zed again., when
as Reafon morion out to the 3me , but having by ics difobe-
dience loft its purity, and now in mamalicy it foars, if poflible,
to know what it was, what it is now, and whar ic (hall be here-
after , bur cannot arrain ic, in that the Covenanr or promife
was not made to Reafon but Fatchonely.  As do but enquire
whecher Abrabam was the father of Faich o Reafon, and then
you {half read he was the father of the faithfal; and upon thac

account
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account the Covenant was made,with Abraham, as it 15 writ-
ten, I will eftablifh my Covenant betweenthee and mey and thy Jeod
after thee, gec, So that Pad/ aman of his feed fatch , Now re
Abralam, and his fsed wewe whe promifes mads, Xe. Sathatin
all ths genealogy of Fairh, ichath in one meafirre or anorher,
been capable of ies defcent, though never fo clear , as naw in
this 141 wicnels of the fpirit, for I can with confidence {ay, that
my Faich hath motioned throngh the grave , yea pierced the
heavens , and beheld chs glorious perfon of our Lerd Jefus,
(and in thac view) hath been filled full of divine revetation,
that now arics pleafure can afcend and defcend in full per-
fivafion, thar what by Faith T have feenin glory above, 1 have
in part made known to you below ; formy Faith hach eviden-
cedinmy foul , thae whac 1 have wriccen as rouching God, De-
vil, Heaven, Hell, withthe deach and refusrefiion of che foul,
is the trath and no orher, without the knawledge of which na
foul can have perfeét peace here, or gtory hereafcer ; forthe
oparations of Reafon and Faith are much differear , intha
Reafon defires chings impoffible : for whac Faith ciand wilt
do, Realon never defires i, but is corinually rempring our
Lord to impoffioities, ag toimagine God creared che warld of
nothing, and God a Spiric witheut body , and creared the an-
eals bodilefs fpirics, and that God never created man to damn
Bio. Now Raith knows chat earch and warer was ecernaly and
God hartha fpiritualbody, and the angets fikewife , and chac
he created the angels Realon ro be damned, fo that whar is
poTible o Faich , is impoffible to Realon, and what Reafon
imigines is poffible, Faith knows is poffible : noc but Faith can
do what it pleafeth, yet will not be moved at Reafons plea-
fure , but Wt eyer Faith demands, is poffible for Godxodo ,
in that Faich defires nothing bue whar i his royal plealure, be-
ing moved in the operation of irs ewn feed , waxbout doubt
believine what ever Faich askerdl fe (hall receive,nos chat Faith
i¢ boundlefs , bur limited to ir$ original, and fo the effeits
thereof is maved ro demand poffibitiries furable 1o the renor
ofirs Commifsion , given by rhat divine voice of all pomerful
TFaith , which now is all fpiricual , nat moved co amy exeesnal
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miracles , asthe two former were , and therefore generated
Faithin all Commifsions did never requet Chrif ics Father,
bucwhat grew i ics feed pofsibie, knowing chac his prerogasive
would no mese move his divine will chereunto ; now Reafon
not knowing che mind of our God, ic cries and defires chac
God would fend fire fram beaven, and blait the preceeding of
its enemies , {uppofing the witl of God is the fame row , as ic
wag then, and thacic is as pofsibie for Ged to turn the ingen-
tions of cheir adverfaries upon their own head as formerly. I
acknowledge our God can do what his divine (oul pleatech,
yer what he hath decreed to the contrary is unpofsible , and
fure I amas unto your requef, bss hand i (hortned, and his car
heavy, that he will nor hear yon 5 for your hands are full of blood,
your lips have {poken lies, nor have you done juflice or equic)
when che power was in your hands ; fo that inthe highef piccg
of revetacion I tell you, thatirisa work of as greaca wonder
for our God to rake notice of none of you, as when he did ob-
ferve all che eranfadtions of his Commifsioners before you, and
fure I amy asunto exrernals he doth not hear us his lat Com-
mifsioners , then how doye think ye being finners, our God
fhould hear you ? So that I infallibly (ay , our Lord will noc
perferve you , mordeftroy you , but Realon {ubtiley muit de-
liver you , asis hath delivered your enemies into your hands
before you. If ye will not believe me, then believe cthe fruics
of yous own prayers, and much good may they do you. An-
{wer to this, Reafon flies unto Seriprure , where itis writcen,
I s she Lord, I change not : and Chrift ssthe fame yofterday, to
day, and for ever, notin che leaft underitanding che drift of
thofe @yings, nor believing our Gad in every Commilsion hach
nsw rearms of mercies and Judgements, {uitable to rhe natuce
of the Cammifsion ; for this knpw, thofe fayings 13y in point
of his ecernal prerogative as unto damnation , and (atvation,
he is the fame and changech not: bucin excernals , i repented
the Lord be made man; and repented that be had made Saul
Kiwg 5 but he never repented thac he faved Faithand damnad
Realon, though Reafon moderate can foar high wich exellent
heaven-tike words, if pofsible, with tearsto mave the Lo;d to
anfiver



What is pofsible so Reafon,is impofsible to Faith, 5n
anfwerhis defires, yee all thac Reafon cando, can ot change
our Lords prerogative, to take off tharerern:1 curfe cha was
given to Reslonin the womb of Eve , it beingimporsible io:
God to do Faith never requefts it , .ehough what lies in the ac»
counc of Faith aothing 1s impoisible 5 as Luke 1. 13, thac fay-
ing was fpolic upon as greac a work of Fiich s ever was, though
to Reafon ic is unpolstble tha the power of che hishett, which
was the Facher, could as fwitt as thoughe defeend into the
wormb of Alary, and chere diffolve into feed, and conceive
himtelfinzo a morral childe of fleth, blood, and bone , {ocale
led Emainsl or Jelus the Son of God, now what che royal will
of all Faith had decreed and promited to do,thac Reaien can-
notbelieve , bur what Faith hath decreed,he will not, {o can-
not dochat Realonwould have himto do, as to make of flones
bread, or come down from the Crofs and {ave himfelf, which
Chnftcould not do , becaufe for char end he came to die chae
thereby he might not onely raife himfelf o glory , but all his
feed chat Reafon murthered, to glery with him, and keep Rea-
fon undereternal mifery ; and yer how highly is Reafon re-
puted by you, and Faich flighred with you ; and that becaufe
Faith revealeth thar which Reafon cannot comprehend , when
as Reafon candeclare nothing as touching eternicy, but Faich
can fachom ir, and hinde Reafon hand and foet in the incer-
pretation of it ; and therefore in Scripture it is Writcen the
high tranfcendent vertues of Faith, but no applaufe of Reafon
at all as concerning the kingdom of God : But

Secondly, Asicis the Lord and Governor of chis world, fa
the elder brother, ics prodn&s in che affairs chereof are fo wife,
gallane, maieftical, and glerious, thacif Faith knew it not, ig
would delude the feed of eternity ; forics wifdom is {q great,
thae it dives into all che fecrees of nature, which way to make
it felf happy in chis its kingdom ; and therefore out of Reafons
feed hath fprung er rifen the knowledge of all Ares and Sei-
ences, men graving, carving , and framing , all gold, filver,
brafs, (teel, iron, pewrer, lead, glafs,woollen,linnen, leather,
and what tat, into variety of forms and fathions, forits eye
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to behold, itsbackto clothe , and belly to feed , fothat in
brief there is no:hing that the wifdom or hand of man hath in-
vented, butit came from Reafons {ubtilcy , without the afift-
ance of Faith ac all ; for Faith is foignorant and fimplein the
Arcs and Sciences of this world , that withour Reafonsdire-
&ion it could no: make ufe of what Realon brings o his hand,
fo when Reafon is moderared and well qualified, Faithhatha
helpful Hindmaid of Reafen, but when Reafon is immode-
rate and hypocritical,as feldom it is otherways,O what a mon-
fter ig is ro Faich, that it cramples innocency under foot! vea,
brands it guilty of thar which onely belongs to it felf, and thac
becaufe Faith cannot diffemble as Reafon doth; nay, imme-
derace Reafon is foproud and majeftical, that it will not {uffer
its moderate brother te live by ic, but fueir, imprifon it, and
beggar it. O what a changeable, defiring , unfatisfied feed is
Reafon, thar izis never becter bur when it is plotting mi(-
chief, by back-biting, envying, and if poffible,co murther whae
it hates ! Sothat where Faith i fupream,ic reigns as 2 Kingly
Prerogative over Reafon, othetways Reafon wouldnot fub-
mit ; for both Seeds cannot reign , buc there muit be divifions
tilt gne of them be filent , not but thacthe conquered will
fcout forth upon the borders of the Law, but being captivated
it cannot a& , it may talk and prate what it would do, but
Faith being lozd, it mufthave licenfe from Faith before ir can
conceive its thought to alion ; fo thax where Reafon is lord,
ts operations ate never fatisfied, no not a year, a moneth, ora
day, but inventing new fafhions, new delights, new milchiefs,
fometimes it will be ruled over, and fometimes it will rule
itfelf , as chefelare tranfa@ions wilt confirm what is wricren,
{o thar well may the imagimtion thereof be compared to a
bottomlefs pir, forindeed it knows not whar it would be, nor
what it would have, never long contented, but either too full
or oo empty , £oo rickor too poor , too wife or too foolifh,
£oo high ortoolow ; but however the true narure of Reafons
motion isto be rich and great in this ics heaven , for I know

this world was given to Reafen , with alf the riches and‘ﬂoxy
thcre=
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thereunto belonging , and therefare ler not the devil think
thar this world will hold as long as ic hath dene, nor thacic
fhall enjoy ics plealuce and lordly reign here, and in our kig-
dom on the other fide of death too ; for I krow this is your
inheritance by birch-right, and not the Saints ac all, and chere-
fore we cthe laft Commiifioners, or the Believers thereof, thail
not glot or confpire againft no Powver then reigning , but fub-
mit to you however you deal withus; for ic is none but your
feed thac difturbs your peace ; therefore Faith will be quiet
under thy reign, and pay according to our ability what is your
demand, onely in fpiricuals ic will not fpare to reveal truth in
obedience to eternity : and therefore we defire nothing of you
bug whac Mafes the tirft Commiffioner requefted of Sikon king
of the Americes in naturals, fo we would have the (ame in
fpirituals ; which was, that he might but omely pafs thorough
cheir Jand, not turaing into cheir fields or vineyards , neiches
would they drink their water, or eat cheir bread, bur whac they
paid for; yet the children of Efas, the feed of Reafon, would
not ler che Seed of Faith pafsby, for which they in cheirown
kingdom were defiroyed. So aslam the crue and beloved
Bifhop of the Lord, we requeft but onelyco pals quietly chov
row your kingdem , as we have not, fo we will nor corn to the
~ righe, orro the left, to moleft you, but be fileat under your

Government : but tf ye will noclet us pafs, but flay usin pris
fon, and there murther us for prcte‘ndcd%hfphemy, as the chil -
drenof Efan would kave done (o Mefesand his people for re-
bellion, then take nacice, asfure as the Amerites were ctes-
nally deftroyed, fo (hall yc be cternally damned; for to our
kingdom we muft go, and wichout deach we cannot go: bue if
ye be made infirumental to haflen our journey, tﬁcrebj you
haften your milery, and rememberin she hei ﬁn of revelacion
Itold ye fo,

Seventhly aad laftly, ye run in vain , not knowing what the
foul is, and fo are ignorant what dies’and therefore by suthori-
ty in my revelation I (hail with all brCvity that may be,make it
appear, that inmortallity cannot inhabig in mexrtality, “but o:;

Ha m
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mult be fwallowed up of the other; However ye cannot un-

deriland this, -vet from aninfallible fpirit I know, that the

fpirie, foul, ard bodv, is all one, though three citles, yet but one

effence, the ipirit mortal, the foul mortal , and the body mor-

tal, yet not three mortals, but osie mortal ; none divine, but

allhumane; for they are fo interwoven in the blond | through

the whole body as it is written the life of the flefb is inthe blocd,

fo not two bar one ; that if you hang one, you malt hang boch.

Asnow jou that fuppofeth the foul cannot die. and were

fpeQators of thofe that were hanged , drawn, and Quatered,
dea| plainly and te/l me, when you faw their bodies by a halter

ftifled , and by the Executioner opened , what did you fee ?

Was there any thing whipt out when the hang man came?

Certain I am, if the foul were immortal and could not be killed,

you would have feen it fly fome whither : And this know, if the

foul could not die, it would not fuffer its body to die, but cake
italong with it , in thac the foul cammot live without the bo-
dy,no more than the body can live without the foul. O blinde
Reafon ! that you {hould imagine you faw any thing but their
fouls murthered and burned in the fire ; for if the foul be in the
blood, then minde) in letting out the blood, you pour out the
foul , as when by the fpear therecame out water and blood,
then was the foul of our Lord poured forth, asitis writcen,
be hath poured out his fonl unto death. Now without a Scrip-
ture you will not believe that the foul s in the bleod, and in fpil-
ling the blood you fpill she foul, thenread 7er. 2. 34. and there
you (hall finde, I thy skirtsss fosd the blood of the [(ouls of the
poor sanocents 3 fo that without you kill the foul , you cannot
kill che body, for aslong a: the foul is alive, thebody is not
dead ; but when the fool, that is the life, is killed, then the bo-
dyis killed likewile. But then bow (hall we do with chat fay-
ing Fear not them Which&ill the body, but are not able fv kill the
Jowl&c. the true meaning is, why the body is faid to be killed
and net the foul, in that the fonlthall rife 2gain, and not the
bndy: the fou! by death isbut changed to 2 new life, when as
the body is killed to an everlalting death ; fo that in relation
to
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to eternity, the body is faid to be killed , and not thefoul, in
that the foul (hall quic\ly rife to life again , and bring with it a
body fuitable toits nature, asit is written , and 1o every fred sts
own body , concerning this you may finde more at large in the
ninth chapter of my Dialogwe.

But then you will query, Ifthe foul and body be one , fo bmt
one life, andthas life in the blovd, then is ssshe foul és afflicted
with pa's, forro%, and grief, nay it 15 the foml 1hat s faint,Weary,
bragry, and [uffers cold

Anfw. Were ye not of the costrary feed, I(hould not need
to trouble my pen any further, botanfwer you in pfain tearms,
thatic is the foul that eats and drinks, andthat is capable of
any pain, forrow, or joy ; nay Iinfallibly fay , that when you
getachilde youget a foul, asitis written, And all the foules
they bad gotten, fhe bare un:o Jacob, fix:een fouls , and all the
Jouls went With Jacob inte Egypr. dnd what foul foever eateth
axy maner of blood: And foe was in bitterne(s of foul : his fonl
Within bim fall mosrn : and wsy fonl is heavy wnto deash. Now
thefe fouls that were got, and upoa their fect did go, and eat,
- and drink,¢5c. were they not men and women ? judge ye; So
that now let any fober man judge, whether thatany (hing bur
life is capable of death. O how fencelefs it is to think that death
muft die, and that mortal life can get to immortal fife withont
death ) fordeath isthe way toa new life. O thenremember
. when youfee amandead, you feca foul dead, and chac not

" yerbally, but really ; foras darknefsis as real as the light, fo
death is as reala being as life, though death is not tobe under-
ftood but by life, and fo to be owned by every true Baliever.

FINIS




An Eristue leftupon Record for
the Believers of this Commifsion
in London.

Rethren, you are not ignorant that I was as one
born withouta Mether | and likea prodigal run
fromhis Fasher , yet when 1 wasin the height of my
rebellion, my Father remembred me, and fpread the
skirts of his love over me, yea as a brand out of the
fire delivered me, and in due time, by his great beloved
and laft Commiffioner, was ordained, and inthe Au-
thority of his Commiffion, often related what a glori-
ous inftrument I {hould be, to illuftrate and beautific
his Commiffion, the like never fhould come after me,
with many infallible expreffions uttered to our be-
loved Frasces concerning me, all which was done
when I was in my infancy , yet accordingto his reve-
lation have proved true, as is now mpon record in pub-
lick by me : O whatlove was beftowed upon me, thae
I, yea I, that was thegreateft of finners , fhould have
the firft and laft fruitsof his ordination , whohadthe
voice of God, yeawas{poken unto mouth to mouth
by God , which nonenow living never had, nornever
fhall have like unto Fohs Reewve,but onely vifions,
dreames, and dark {pecches, which is nothisg in com-
parifonof him, yet by this the greateft Prophet that
ever fhall be, was I made worthy to be a fellow la-
borer in the work of the Lord with him, who hath not
been flothful, but improved my talent beyond all now
living, or that fhall come after me, in difcerning of hy-

pocrites
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pocrites from found hearts , and finding out the loft
fheep of thislaftage , yetin all thisI glory not, but
rejoyce that in my knowledge I 2m not puffed up, but
humble as afervant in obedience to it, for whichI
flighted 2 good name,with the profperity of this world,
and doftand with my life in my hand,againftall fpiri-
tual Principalities and Powers of the devil : am Inot
ready to offer the death of my foul, to what Reafon
thall demand, tha: by my revelation you may hold out
tothe end , and raign inglory withme, though fuffer
nothing like unto me. O then can youlook abroad,
and not fce ac home? canyoan be true if I be fal(c? can
you be happy, and I perith ¢ Is Chrift divided, that
you are at emnity? Thenin vainis your Faith, have
I not labored te beget ye Sons inthe truth, though
not all of you here, yet moft of youelfewhere have
been the travel of my foul , to leave 2 Legacy behind
me, for the gon;fort :f believers aftcéy me, whichthen
will be prized, though not as it ought by yowregarded.
If 1 cog:pla'n, it'i:gbccaufcof yo%, thaﬂy?cwtb&at free-
dom of a Commiffion inv the abufe of it, I ehereforein-
treat you, if ye belicve iv, and truly know it, be wife,
yet innocent in this your profeffion , and walk worthy
of it, for I am prefled i my fpirit as a vefimer to try
you, and {ift you as corn is fifted in afieve , and' who
fLall deliver you , or feed you with fancies chat shall
perith with you # O brethren, let me leave this in
charge withyou, and forget not what 1 fay in mortal-
lity,left ye be forgotten in tmmortallity,that you accufe
not anothee of that you are guilty of your felves , but
firft examine at home,and then you may the better dif-
cern abread , for from the higheft to the loweft, while

im-
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in mortality there will beinfirmutizs; O then be filent,
and cover caca others nakednefs , and inlove fhiength-
en oneanother , (you are but few ) and have mary ene-
mies, therefore be friendly among your it lves, be kind,
comforc, and that fior grudginly, but willingly rcfiefh
one another, and grieve not the heart of him that hath
rejoyced yours, whofe foul doth mourn in loveto this
Commiffion. Are ye faints ¢ Then banifh fpiricual
pride, partiality,and vain-glory. Arc ye believers, then
revile not when reviled , fce and not {ee, heir and not
hear, do not {ay and unf2y, fend and prove, backbite,
and Yowe diffentions , for Fuith that wo k:th by love,
cannot quivocafe nor diffemble, but dorh bear and for-
bear; Faith that worketh by love doth abafe it felf, and
exalt another ;- yea fufferech allthings, O thou Kent
and Camoridgfhire there is much beaury inthee, and
mercy flows fromthee , as alfo fome in Londenis not
behind thee, for where truth is grounded in love, it
doth walk {uitable to 2 God of love, and whois con-
trary minded fromfuch turn away: now the royal feed-
fpring within you preferve you thar ye may live in love
and unity-as our Lord hath practiied betore you, then
you will not fall ouc by the way, butlike dbrabam,
take the left or right to preferve peace here, and glory
hereafter.

Farewel.
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