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NONE BUT CIHRIST.

CHAP. L

Shewing how that Moses, his Fuaith and
Doctrine was pitched upon Gop’s be-
coming Flesh and so a Saviour.

Secr. 1.

NO sooner was man fallen and life lost, ...
but Moses tells us of a gracious promise ™Y

in these words; the seed of the woman shall Gen.iii. 1.
breal the serpent’s head.

Now, from my faith, who have learned
under the commission of the spirit, it is as
much as if God the creator should say,
““ Hath the serpent angel that I cast out xii.3.
of Heaven for his rebellion, undone thee ; xxii. 1s.
now my mercy is such, as that it shall oc-
casion thy greater glory through patience
in suffering, and belief in my words, for I
will become seed; yea very man, that I

:may die for thy ransom: but he, that hath
A2 undone

xviii. 18.
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undone thee shall be undone, for I will
break his head with an eternal blow. Thou
shalt die but one death, but he shall die
not only a first death, but a second death
also: thy death is but the bruisiné of the
heel; therefore have patience ior these thy
sufferings, and have faith as to thy re-
demption from the same¥*.”

Here now is the true God made manifest
by Moses to become seed of Adam’s seed,
and flesh of his flesh; so that Adam being
the seed or nature of God, God would take
upon hiim his own seed of the light of life
eternal that he might raise the seed of Adam
to a distinct glory like unto himselr.

Therefore, from hence I infer, they that
will have a God disunited from the seed
and nature of Adam, will never find a saving
God, but the seed of Adam as they were
first taught by Moses, and ever after by
true prophets and apostles ever more to
worship God as hidden in man, or as be-
coming man.

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, whom Moses

-makes the father of the faithful, worshipped

God

# See the confirmation of this doctrine aforesaid by refcrences to

" other prophets and apostles writings. Rev. xii. 12. Rom.ix. 18. Acts
Xiii. 23. Rom. i. 3. Heb.ii.14,16. Isa. liii. 8,9, 10. Jude vii. Matt.

®XV. 46. o
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Mouses’s

God as becoining man, and so a Jesus or gino.

Saviour: therefore, when God told Abra-
ham: That in his sced all the nations of
the world should be blessed, gave Abraham
to understand; that he would become seed.

Therefore said that seed, when he was
come, * Abraham saw my day and was
glad,” the covenant that God made to
Abraham was as a glass, in which he De- . 19
held his Redeemer in a body of flesh, every
time that God blessed Abraham; Abraham
in that blessing saw Christ, God, Man in
a body of flesh and bone, of his seed blessed
for ever; and beheld him as the one only
and alone true God, not minding any God
or Father distinct from him.

When Abraham was offering up his son,
as soon as God bad him stay his hand, he
looked and saw a ram in a bush, then did
his faith see God ready to suffer when he
saw that ram die, and the blood run out;
then from that type he saw the antitype,
even the blood of that immaculate lamb
run out as a river to wash away the sins of
all his spiritual seed.

Moreover, where his son Isaae was of-
fered intentionally, there was the God of
heaven offered really; hence it is that

Abraham
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Abraham gives that place the name of Je-
hovath Iruth, which signifies, “mn the
mount of the Lord it shall be seen.”

This mount of the Lord was all Abra-
ham’s spiritual seed ; this was the house of
that Jehovah, or Jesus, and it is they only
that see what is wrought there upon that
hill or mount Sion ; none others knew the
nature of that work of redemption ; for in
this mount of the Lord is salvation wrought
by this Jehovah becoming Jesus, and no
where else.

Secr. II.

Again Moses declares Isaac’s God to be
the same with Abraham’s having the same
blessings; it runs all upon this; in thee
and in thy seed shall all the nations (or elect
in all pations) be saved; and so also with
Jacob; in all which was the fountain or life
or salvation but by God’s becoming flesh.

After Jacob had seen the vision and re-
ceived the blessing, then was he strongly
confirmed in the faith of his God's becom-
ing flesh to save him and his seed; this is
the house of God (saith Jacob) this is the
gate of heaven ; here Jacob saw that God

was
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was to come down from heaven to take seed {gﬁ’;m ,
of him (whose house he and his seed was) ver 18.
and he saw the ladder reared, and all the
three commissions were as three staves to

the ladder. In that place did Jacob set

up a stone that lay under his head for his
pillow, and hallowed it, calling it by the
name of Bethel, the house of God; that
stone was the pillar the house stood on;

for the stone that was under his head was

him that David called, the lifter up of his
head, Psal. m. 3.

It was not a material stone, though that
was made the sign of it; but it was a stone
cut ont of the mountain of Bethlem Judath
for Christ came of Judath, so Judath be-
came the praise. of God and the head of
Israel ; for the headstone was hewn out
there. See and compare Dan. ii. 34. Mica.

v. 2. Matt 1. 6.

The stone that was Jacob’s pillow was
Jacob’'s God and Jacob’s guide and Israel’s
ghepherd ; Therefore, said Jacob, when he
blessed Joseph upon his death-bed, that the
arms of Joseph were made strong by the
hands of the mighty God of Jacob: from g, v
which is the shepherd, the stone of Israel. **
Who now was this shepherd and stone of

Israel,



8

Moses's
¢=stimony.

Lxod. iii. 8.

wer. 14.

NONE BUT CHRIST.

Israel, but Jesus Christ the Lord? and
who was this Christ ? but the mighty God
of Jacob; none but the true Israel knows
the voice of this shepherd, nor hath his
head lift up by any other stone but by this
living stone. See and compare JMait. xxi.
42. Luke xii.17. Psal. xlv. 3. Lsa.1x.
6. Psal. 1. 3. I. Pet.1i.4. Zech. 1. 9.

Secr. III.

JMoses, having given us a description ot
the God of our fathers, goes farther, shew-
ing more abundantly in his other books of
God’s becoming flesh, or man, to die for
man; and therefore he tells us, that God
in his commission to him did proclaim
himself the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaae, and the God of Jacob ; and that he
called himself to him by the name of T am.

Now Jesus that was born of a virgin two
thousand years after, declared himself to
be that I am. Now this T am first, and I
am last, Alpha and Omega, excludes all
co-partners; for none is to share with the
Holy One of Israel. Seeand compare Isa.
xliv. 6. John viii. 58. Rev.i. 17. Isa.

-xli1. 8.

Now
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Now this I am, was the Lord that Moses e
said should reign for ever and ever. See ™ *"
Duet. vi. 14. and xviit. 15. and that he
should become a prophet himself like unto
him. Now Moses was a great prophet,
but most of his works was in giving forth
a fiery law unto the rational nature of that
nation of the Jews, and an external and
visible worship also, which was to serve for
the seed of reason.

YFor there was wntten the law in the
seed and nature of reason, which is the
angels nature. Now JMoses acted as a
God in the person of the angel, or tree of
knowledge of good and evil, and so his
giving forth that outward letter of the law
to that seed, was to shew that law more
plain that was written within, and to en-
lighten reason in its way to do as he is done x«. 2.
unto, but not as he would be done unto,
that only reaches faith’s nature. Matt. v.

38. 39. and vii. 12. .

Now this law of retaliation reason counts
just, but then it comes to be pinched in
this, in that the law doth condemn reason

for not doing that as the letter of the law
doth say thou shalt do or not &0 : now this
law working a fear of eternal death, puts

reason
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reason on to fast and pray, and to offer
sacrifice and to work for lite. Isa.i, 11,
and lviii. 3.

Therefore when JMoses had given reason
a law, he gave him an outward visible ta-
bernacle, as also he gave them several out-
ward legal ceremonies; which was to signify
the true tabernacle itself, and that true spi-
ritual worship that did belong te it, being
as a pattern to set forth those spiritual and
heavenly things that were to be acted in
the commission of Jesus; but reason being
blind, it could never see into the substance,
but rested in the shadow. See Heb. viii. 5.
Acts vi1. 53. Heb. 1x. 5, 9, and x. 1.

Now the elect seed of JAbraham, they
had not this law given unto them; for
grace came not by JHMoses but by Jesus.
John i. 17, yet did they worship in that
visible temple; but then they by faith saw
the substance which now I am coming te
set forth, only this, by the way, that we
may see what the substance of the law is,
and i what pature it was written, and how
by it is kept in awe, which proves beneficial
to the innocent seeds of faith, the seeds of
the Lord’s ewn body.

SEcT.
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Secr. 1IV.

All the ceremonial waorship, with - the
manner and nature of it, did all prefigure
the coming of God in flesh, behold some
mstances when Israel passed through the
Red-sea, the. elect Israel received a spi-
ritual baptism from the penetrating waters
of the clouds. The rock that Moses smote numb. 5.
was the faith of God’s becoming flesh; for "
Faul said after that, that rock was Christ,
1 Cor. x.1." Observe, it is said, that that
rock followed them; which rock was Christ.
Now this Christ was called by JMoses the
angel of God: now although Paul’s Christ
was called by JMoses the angel of the Lord, Exod-xiv.
yet is this angel no other but God himself,
as you may see Erodus 111. where it is thus
written, And the angel of the Lord ap-
peared unto Moses in a flame of fire, and
the Lord God called uato Moses . out of
the bush, and said, I am the God of thy
Sfathers, §c.
- Here faith sees clearly, that that angel o, ...
was Christ, and that Christ was the God ™"
of Abraham. It is further written, that
when Abraham stretched out his hand to

B have
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have slain his son Isaae, that the cngel of
the Lord called to him out of heaven. Now
was this angel of the Lord any other but
Christ himself in his spiritual body? This
is he that is the redeeming angel, accord-
ing as Israel said, the angel that redeemed
me bless the lads, meaning Ephrazm and
Manasseh.

Wherefore then, as the angel of the
Lord 1s the Lord himself, even so Christ
the son of God is God himself: for why
may not the title, Son of God, be as truly
God, as angel of God 1s truly God; yet
not all angels of God are God, =o not al}
that are called sons of God are God; for
there is but one angel of God which 1s God,
and but one son of God which is God, and
this angel of God was Christ, and this
Christ was the Lord God Almighty, that
looked through the clouds upon the Egyp-
tians, and became there a man of war, and
caused the sea to overwhelm them.

This is Israel’s God and rock, that Paul
sald they drank of; this was Moses and
David’s and Peter's rock, in which they
drank water of life with honey and oil.
All the seed of Israel have but one rock,
out of which they suck water and oil, and

honey
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honey which is converted into peace of con- Yor's
science, joy in the spirit, and assurance of
eternal life. The water begets the peace,
the oil brings joy, and the honey turns
mto the assurance of eternal life. See and
compare Psal. Ixxviit. 35. John iv. 14.

Isa. Ixvi. 11. Psal. viii. 2.

Secr. V.

The manna that the children of Israel Exod s
were fed withal i the wildnerness, did Deut. viii. 3.
typify another kind of bread, the elect seed
did see into the mystery, and were satisfied
with a spintual food; for, from these words
which God said, I will rain bread from
heaven for you, all the true seed looked
then for the coming of their Messiah. Isa.
xxxii. 16, fsa. xlvi. 1,

The ignorant and carnal Jews called it
manna, which signifies what is this, or
what new thing is this, being hidden to
them, Revel. 11.17. so when the true bread
came down from heaven, their posterity sxiv.s.
said, as their fathers, What is this? Whe 3, ™"
is this 2 What new doctrine i8 this? How
can this man give us himself to eat? John
vi. 11.

The
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This was the consecrated bread; that the:

Numb- w7 true priests did bless, the hallowed and

Exod.
xxiy. 24.

pure shew-bread continually upon the pure
table of gold; this is the holy bread, and
only offered by a holy priest that hath no
mmperfection. Take and' eat this bread
froin the high priest of God, being festival
and appointed for every sabbath-day, being
for such as are entered into their rest.
What was the ground of the priests and
holy men of old, at their feasts, to take up
a loaf or shiver of bread in his hand, look-
ng up to heaven, and bles‘;mn God belore
they ‘eat, was not there the true bread
pointed at, and when Christ came, then
the true bread was come, and shewed his
disciples it was to be broken for them.
The Scribes and Pharisees that sat in
Moses’s chair, they observed the outward
letter and ceremony in the blessing of the
bread, but it wrought no farther then, than
the bread that péri sheth, and every professor

.now as well as #hen, if he is ifor having

his righteousness seen when he eats, then
straight off with his hat, and his eyes to-
wards heaven, but it is but to bless God for
that perishing bread that feeds the body ;
it 1s not for the bread he hath eaten to

eternal
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aternal life, for of that bread he hath none, 7o
and so is always hungering and thirsting,
notwithstanding his eating and drinking.

For he neither looks for, nor lacks ne
God from heaven, that brake his body for
him, or shed his blood for him; for his
God canpot die, or had any blood to shed.
it is the earthly bread, that is lis blessing
by the law and birth-right, which he claims
as his right by his obedience to the letter
of the law, Mutt. vi. 5, 16.

But the true Israel is the true christian;
for to him Christ’s body is meat indeed,
and his blood that was spiltis drink in-
deed ; and he that hath eaten and drunken
once by faith in his person, it is enough,
do but once eat and drink (not in an out-
ward sacramental ceremonial ways, but of
the thing signified) and it is enough, eat
once, drink once, and live for ever. John
vi. 8. :

This converts prayers into praises, and
spiritual meats begets spiritual worship of
internal praise, which is invisible proceed-
mg from the virtue of this invisible life,
quickened by that invisible bread that came
- down from heaven. John vi. 41.

So- that all outward worship now it is
~ left
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HMoses’s

testimony. left to the hypocrite, who loves to make @
fair shew, and for this their long prayers
they have their reward in the fruit of the
vine, and in this manna or perishing bread
which is given them.

Secr. VI

o Again, the blood that was for the atone-

sxiv.8.  ment of sin, was the blood of the immacu-
late lamb; all the blood that was oftered by
the Jaw, was all as a type or figure of the
blood of the Lord God, the promised seed
to redeem Israel. :

This blood was a covenant When JMoses
held it up, and said this is the blood of the
new covenant, when the blood was sprink-
led upon the people, then were they sanc-
tified in the virtue of that blood, not in that
blood of bulls or goats, but the blood of a
lamb; not in the blood of thatlamb that
was to be killed at the door of the taber-
nacle that was made by JMoses, but in the
blood of that lamb of God, or the lamb
which was God, and was the true taber-

“nacle; a tabernacle from which the preci-
ous blood did issue out; it.came out of that
house, out of that heart, and out of that

' door,
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door, ‘that was made by the spear in the }5n>
side of Jesus; there it was that the blood

came running out, and it was a door for

the faith of his elect to enter in, and be
cleansed; to apply that blood to itself, and

be saved. 'This was that cleft of a rock in
which they fled for refuge. Isatah iv.G.

Psal. xciv. 22.

When an atonement was to be made by Exod. x5t
bloud, the offering was to be killed by the
side of the altar, and the blood wrung out
there by the door of the tabernacle, then
was part of that blood sprinkled round
about upon the altar, and Moses was to
take of the blood that was upon the altar,
and to sprinkle it with the anointing oil
upon Aaron, his sons, and upon their gar-
ments, and they should be hallowed.

The sanctification was from the blood
as it first came, and was sanctified from the
altar, and the oil had its virtue as from the
altar; the altar was first sanctified, and
then all from the life of it was sanctified,
and reconciliation wronght thereby.

Now as to the spiritual sense, Christ was
afterwards made plzain to be both the offer-
g and the altar; {or when he was come,
he sanctified himself, that all might be

sanctified
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sanctified in him. Heb. xiii. 10. Jol# xvii.
In a word, Christ is the true temple, the
altar, the priest, he to whom it was offered,
and he tiat was offered.

The priests of the ceremonies were all
for shadows of good things to come: all
the offerings they were of no esteem by the
Lord, when there was not an eye that could
pierce through the ceremony, and see into
the substance, and walk by that, and that
it was a lamb without spot that was capa-
ble to make an atonement for sin, even
God himself, by the shedding of his pre-
cious bleod.

This was the.faith of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jaco), and 1t was the faith of Enoch
ﬁrst,v and of all the twelve patriarchs, as is
seeir by their blessings to their spiritual
children, and it was the faith of JMoses, the
first writer of holy writ, and God’s first
witness, as abundantly further might be
shewed, but this may be enough to satisfy
the elect. So that by the testimony of
JMoses,

There is none but Christ, none but Christ,
no other God but the man Christ Jesus
our Lord, now in glory, in a body of flesh
and bone blessed for ever. Amen.

CHAP.
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CHAP. IL

Shewing how David’s Faith and Doctrine
was pitched upon Gob as becoming man,
and for a Saviour and Redeemer, and so
made himself capable to suffer the pains
of death for the redemption of him and
all his elect seed. :

Sect. L.
IN Psalm the first, David brings in the Davias

testlmouy

man as blest that delight in the law ofPsw\| i 12

the Lord, and in Psalm cxix. he counteth and xix. 8
him an undefiled, or a perfect man that

doth so. Now this Lord is Jehovah be-
coming Jesus, and this law was to keep

his statates; which statutes was to believe

i him, and trust in him with that affiance

that he would become flesh. ‘

So that he that had this law of faith :::‘::1’
given him, he would worship the law-giver, I* =7 Ty
which: is no other but Jesus. See Isa. ii.

3. vin. 16. hi. 4,7. John i.17.

Now such a godly man is to have the Peal xsdi o

blessing of being directed, of keeping all
s C the
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the precepts, and to be frnitful in the know-
ledge and love of his redeeming Lord, and
to stand in the judgment, and to be justified
in the same.

Therefore 1t is said, that the Lord know-
eth the way of the righteous; thatis, he ap-
proveth of it, and justifieth their faith; but
as- for the other side, that set themselves
against the true God, and his spiritual
worshippers, they shall not stand in judg-
ment, but shall be dashed in pieces by him
whom they esteemed not to be God. Isa.
xix. 3. Luke xix.27. Jer.xx. 11. Isa.
viil. 10.

In Psalm the second, David shews the
decree how that God would become man,

and humble himself into the name of a son,

and this should become a stumbling block
to kings and rulers; so that they sheuld
take counsel against this son, and so against
God, saying, the kings of the earth set
themselves against the Lord, and against
his Christ.

This doth not mean that the Lord and
Christ are two distinct persons; and though
it is said, Le¢ [us) break their bands, and
again, will set my king upon my holy hill
of Sion, and again, thou art my son, ask
of me, &c. Now
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Now these plurality of words, do not
make plurality of persons, but of titles;
only, which is occasioned from the two
natures of diety and humanity united in
one person; for observe, when it comes to
the work, it centres again in one person,
as ver. 6. it is said, then shall [he] speak
unto them in [his] wrath, and vex them in
[his] sore displeasure. Now this [he] in
the single person is no other but Christ,
that son that should pour out his wrath
upon his enemies, as is plain by the last
verse, saying, Kiss the son lest he be angry,
and you perish through his anger,

That is, submit yourself, and worship the
son with a divine adoration, for he is God,
and will rule over all rebels with a rod of
iron. Isa. xlix. 7. Zeph.ii, 11.

That Christ is the one only and alone
true God, it is evident by David in this
place; for first, he is set upon Sion’s hill,
to be Sion’s king and God, and to govern
it by laws spiritual.

Secondly, He hath attamed to have all
the elect for his inheritance, and his extent
is to the uttermost parts of the earth, where
then should there be any other God ; for if
he have all in possession, then all other
Gods are excluded from government.

21
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I wnid’s Thirdly, This son is said to be of. that

“tinony.
Yo 5. power, as to dash all his, and his saints

enemies to powder, who shall make laws
to subject and hinder Sipr from worship-
ping their king that is set ypon their hill,
and therefore, upon painof damnation, are
required to be so wise as to submit to him
either feignedly or unfeignedly. Isa. xI.
10. Rev. xii. 5.

ral i1, Fourthly, Who should this son of God
be, but God himself, seeing all divine wor-
ship is to be performed to him.

ot Lastly, This Christ must needs be father

pal.xt 4. as well as son, seeing that all such are pro-
nounced cursed that reject him for their
governor, and all those pronounced blessed
that put their trast in him.

All these sayings of waiting, hoping,
and trusting i in God, have all a dependence
of the promise of God’s becoming flesh,
and so a son to redeem, and may be all
applied hither. |

Secr. II.

Damd in the third Psalm, ﬁndmg great
opposmon betwixt his, and his Lord’s ene-
mies, because he pitched his faith upon a

God
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God in the form of a man, the reviling this 2o
God, as'in Psalm i1. do now set themselves paal. 1xxi.
against all that put their trust upon this "
son of God, and therefore they tell David,
and all that are of his faith, that their God
is a weak God, and there is no help for
them in him, and so conclude with a Selath,
as-a note of their great rejoicing.

It is as if they should say, his God is
not our God, our God is a paternal fire or
spirit, God without any body; that is, so
vastly infinite as to be every where at one,
and the same time, and is amongst us, and
lives in us, but he looks upon:his God te
be a substance, and in heaven at a distance,
and looketh, and expecteth, and waiteth for
his coming down to this earth, and to con-
quer for him here in a body or person like
himself, and that he shall suffer death.
This is. a God like to help him indeed!
Let him fly like a bird to this God, and Fs!-%-2
see what he can do for him, but there will exiii. 0.
be no help for- him in this his mortal and
dying God: we will not wait for such a
God, for such a God cannot help him. Ha,
ha! we shall see it, Selath.

David, seeing how the enemy reproached i, 3,
him, he the more trusted in his God, say-

ing;
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ing; thou O Lord, art a shield for me,; my
glory and the lifter up of my head.

As if the prophet should say, still my
faith and trust shall support me; for that
which they count my shame, I know to be
my glory; for this son of God is a son and
a shield about me: for first, he is a sun to
enlighten me to walk in his way, and se-
condly, he is a shield to defend my head and
to guard my heart, and also he is the lifter
up of my head, in that he is the resurrec-
tion and the life; for though my enemy
should so far prevail, as to send me down
to the grave; yet will I not be dismayed ;
for they will preyail so far against my lord,
but in a moment his God-head-spirit shall
lift up his head, and then will he have at-
tained to that power as fo raise up my
head; and I shall sing praise to his name,
Jor salvation belongeth unto all his people.
Selath.

Again, the prophet longed hard for the
accomplishment of the promise; and he,
seeing it certain by faith, therefore he brings
in the faithful to welcome God to judg-
ment. In this Psalm is a song to the praise
of Christ, as the most high God; and the
song is continued in the next Psalm, and

in
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in the second verse his power is described, 2"
saying; that out of the mouths of sucklings
he had ordained truth.

David in the 5th verse, speaketh a little
intricately, as thus; first saith he, speaking
of Christ’s humiliation, that he was made a
Uttle lower than the angels; but the next
words exalts him again, saying, thou hast
crowned kim with glory and honour ; which
was in these things; first, in that he had
the sole dominion over all things; and se-
condly, in that all things are said to be put
under his feet.

Again,  David brings in Christ’s man-
hood, speaking to his godhead, saying,
thou hast delivered me from the strivings
of the people, and thou hast made me the ™™™
head of the heathen. A people shall serve
me, hear me, and obey me, &c. How full
are these words ? what God can there then
be besides ?

The twenty-second Psalm is a prophecy
or a rehearsal of all those great sufferings
of Jesus in the days of his flesh, and a
foretelling of his crying unto God in that
time of his passion.

So that when Jesus cried ; < my God, my
“God, why hast thou forsaken me;” it was

to

ver. 9.
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to fulfil this prophecy ; for the Creator being
become a creature, was to learn obedience;
a wonderful example of humility.

SECT. IIT.

David calls the Lord his shepherd, now
Israel hath but one shepherd, as I shewed
before, now the pasture of these sheep is
said to be by the rivers of waters ; now
there is no living waters or spiritual pas-
tures but in a personal God, Man, Christ
Jesus; this was that water-as David so
longed for out of the well of Bethlem.

This was faith in those days, and the
substance of David’s prayers and praises;
was in pursuit of those gifts and graces
promised to God’s true prophets for the
comfort of elect sons and daughters of Sion’;
so that I shall abridge my discourse to'the
Ixxiind Psaln, and to the first verse of the
Ixxvith Psalin, and then draw to a con-
clusion of this testimony, otherwise my vo-
lume will be too large.

- In Psa. 1xxii. there is a desire or prayer,
that the JMessiah, the king of Israel may
prepare himself for the work of redemp-
tion, as verse the first,
‘ Secondly,
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Secondly, in the second verse a promise
is made to faith, that he shall come and be
judge. The nature of his judgment is twe-
fold: first in righteousness, secondly in
judgment. The persons to be judged by
him are set down in the fourth verse: first
hesshall judge the poor of the people,: se-
‘eondly, he shall judge the wicked men and
oppressor.

- Thirdly, the Nature of the judgment is
further described; as thus; first, he shall
judge the poor of the people, that is, he
shall find faith in them, and so shall justify
them, and ‘give them the seal of the assu-
rance of everlasting life.

Secondly, he will also meet with the
wicked; and then he shall condemn him
and break him in pieces in the peace of his
mind as in the second Psalm.

Again, the 6th and 7th verses are a de-
seription of the fruits and effects of that
‘Judgment; first, from this seal of redemp-
tion true worship takes place in these words;
they shall fear thee, that is, they shall wor-
ship thee as long as the sun and moon
endures.

27
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Secondly, this doctrine of salvation com-

ing from heaven, doth so water the earth,
D or
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or-heart of man, as that it becomes fraitfal
n every good work as joy, love, peace; &e.

Thirdly, the extent of" this peace is'said
to be till there be no moon; so long as
there is men on this earth and faith in these
men, so long there will be peace.

Peace shall never cease springing wup;
but, as the influence of the moon causes
the fruits of this natural earth to grow and
increase, even so will the mfluence of the
son of righteousness make peace to run as

-a river, making the water of life to run 1n

the vein of faith.

Again, the seventh verse is a donation of
all unto Christ, declaring him te have do-
minion from sea to sea, and so lord of the
whole creation; it is further said, that all
that live in the wilderness shall bow before
him, and-kings shall bring presents and
fall down-before him, and that all nations

‘should serve him.

All kings are his- vicegerents, for they
are in the place of Christ, as he is Creator,

and so they judge as Gods. Therefore

obedience was ever wild to authority ; for
all kings do either feignedly or unfeignedly
worship God by words and laws, though

they know him not. - But the kings that

worship
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worship. Christ, as Christ truly, are such as 25"
are spiritually anointed by him; for every
christian is a king, but every king is not a
christian : S

For although all men acknowledged a
God, thatare truly rational, yet the Pro- pei.ixxvi.
phetsaith, that God is only known in Judah, .
and that his name is great no where so
much as in Israel, now how comes it that
God is more known in Judah than else-
where? is it not because it was the way of
God from heaven? for the promise of God’s
becoming flesh is founded there; salvation
begins there; it takes root there; even from
Judah; from Jess, and so from David;
here is the spring of life, and the God of life,
and salvation is known here, being a branch
from thence. Isa. lxv. 9.

Doth not that saying of Daevid sound to, . .=
this sense? and is it not as if he should say, 1xxviii. 6s.
my dependence is of Israel, and so of
Judah, that out of her the Saviour of the
world shall come; for God shall be in¢ar- N
nate, and proceed from princely Judah, 2.
and shall be a God of substance, and of
man’s substance he shall partake, ‘and be
both God and man in one blessed and sin-
gle person, not an airy God; void. of sub-

stance.

cxiv. 2.

cxliii. ix.
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stanee, I. John iii. - I1. Phil. ii, 7. Heb:
1.8... Ephesigns 11. 2. as the workers of
iniquity affirm; for say they, we will break:
their cords asunder, which are twisted to=
gether of Ged and man; for we will not
have any God that comes out: of Judah-
Bethlehem; we will not have a God: that
hath man’s nature in him, we will break
those cords and bands of being drawn with
a man or a GGod like a man that is visible,
and may be seen. See and compare Hos.
xi. 4. Isa. vil. 6, 17. wiii, 6, ver. 6, 9, 10,
14. Our God springs not out of Judah ;
for .out of :Judah comes a substance; but
God is not a substance that can be seen,
felt, or understood; this is to make God
subscribed to one place at one time, who is
omnipresent in all places at once, therefore
let the people fly to this. their God like a
man, and of man’s seed, and see whether
he can help them. See Micah. vii, Isa.
vil. 6, and 8. ix. 10, 12:

This was the faith Jand language of the
enemies of Sian, and Sion’s God in the

days of old, not only in the heathens that

were witheut the written law of JMoses,
but of all the carnal seed that made an out-
ward. profession and pretended obedience to

that
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that Jaw. It is confessed that reason the P+

angel’s pature fallen can do no less than to
acknowledge, there is a God, and that he
must be just and holy, and that obedience
¥ due to him; but the highest, and most
piercing reason that is, can never be able
to know him truly what he is in his form
and nature; neither doth the written law
of JMoses ; nor the law in nature reveal ' him
any other way, but as their creator and
preserver, with a tye of obedience to his
revealed law of nature, but not the revealed
Jaw of faith, that’s not for them.
Therefore it is that the God of - trith

estimony.

ever avails his blessed person to reason, and py. xxsvi.
reveals. himself to faith; because he Will yeit o

xeviii xcix.
¢. xlvii. ult.

save that seed; and his way to save the i .

house of this true Israel is to become seed
of that seed, and in this seed he is only to
be known, and his name is to be great
here, after he hath wrought their redemp-
tion by his death and resurrection; the pro-
phet David saw this, and left it upen Re-

cord for a comfort to all the glect seed, he xisii. 1. 0.

by faith saw the manney of his trrumph over
sin, death, hell and the grave, in his glori-
ous aseension ; and therefore with admira~
tion cries out, saying; God is gone up with

a
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ey, @ shout; sing praises. This was. Jesus
Christ,'and this was David’s God, thatwas
despised by. the world, but was greatin
Judah, and known only to Israel. So that
by the testimony of Dawid, :there is none
but Christ! none but. Christ! no other
God- but the man Christ Jesus our Lord,
though man and all the seed of the fallen

angels should gainsay it.

Psal. xxii 6.

CHAP. IIL

Shewing how that the prophet Isaial's faith
and doctrine was wholly fixed upon God’s
becoming flesh; and he had no other
worshipped, nor taught, expected, waited,
or looked for any other saving God but
Christ the Lord only.

Secr. 1.

paars A LTHOUGH the prophet Isaiak lived
Fstimeny- - geveral hundred of years before the
Incarnation of God; yet was all faith fixed

upon him in a body of flesh and bone for

the prophet shewed that his birth in a vir-

gin’s seed was Sion’s birth, salvation and
assurance ; for as soon as he took our na-

ture
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ture and Godhead united with manhood, [s=i*+

’ testimony.
as soon as he had brought himself the: first ’
begotten of God, then came man actually
to be entered into the salvation: therefore
said the prophet, that out of Sion shall go 3"\ 1a,
forth the word, and that word should judge ™ '
among the nations. Micahiv.2: Psal. cx.6.

These things will be in their time said xxxi.1,2
the prophet, and he then intimates that the ,;; , ;
saints oppressors, that made us fly to our
rock, they should then fly to their light of
reason, which is their rock ; but saith he,
‘their rock shall not save them, though
their reason which is their rock; tells them
that their bow and' their shield shall save
them, 'and their strong horses shall save
“them, which are their formalties in their
rationality, Psal. xxxiii. 14.  Matt. vi. 16.
but they that fight against Israel’s God,
shall be tumbled down into the dust by that
God-Man that comes out of Sion, though . o
they be the great men of the earth, called
tall cedars, but they be brought into the
‘dust by a first death; yet this our God-
Man that is to judge amongst the nations
shall raise them again out of their holes,
‘then will the sight .of him be terrible,
which will make them desire they might

g0

Chap. ii. 1.
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go down into. their holes again for fear-of
his majesty, even Jesus Christ, Ston's God
and king.

It is good to mind what the prophet
saith conecerning God, because he did see
the person of God. Some of the Jewish
Rabbies say, that Isaiak was put to death,
because he held that God was corpereal ;
Whether this was se or no, it matters not,
but certain it is, that Isaiah did behold

the similitude of God as well as JMoses,

therefore mind well that prophet’s doctrine
that hath seen God; he will speak won-
derful things eof God; that prophet’s doe-
trine will run all of God hidden in man,
or becoming man. And now te the pro-

‘phet’s doctrine, he upon the description of
the vision of God, eries out, saying, Woe
is me, I am a man undone, I am of unclean

Lips,. and yet mine eyes have seen the king,
the Lord of Hosts.

Now this king and Lord of Host, was no
other but the apostle’s Jesus, whom they

worshipped under that title of Son or Sayi~

our. See Matt. xiii. 14. John xii. 40, 41.
In chap. vii. there is said tobe a conspir
racy against Judah, but said the prophet
Judah shall stand, and he gives Ahaz the
: king
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king a sign of it, arid the sign was the thing [ -.
gignified, saying in this manner, A virgin

shall conceive and bear a son, -and eall his

name Emanuel, or God with us. Matt. i

This sign is given to a king, and yet a

signt that should every where be fought
against by kings and rulers. Thereiore

the prophet, in this chapter and the next,
speaking of the enemies of truth that fight
against the true Gdd, under the name of
Rezen king of Syria, and Pekath, who

took evil counsel against Judah, refusing

the watets of Shiloh that go softly, with- Is. v 12.
out noise, which waters was the doctrine '

of the Messias.

Therefore, say they, Let us go up against
Judah, and vex her; and his enemy was
king Rezen and Reunson, the king that . s
Tophet was prepared for. It is the seed of
thefallen angel, and the piercing wisdom
of that seed, that do as the prophet saith,
band themselves as one man to fight against
spiritual Judah.

Now, their going up against Judah, was ,; ; ,.
to go against the God of Judah, but the } ;%1
world was then as it is now, not to worship & 37"
& God that should take seed of Judah, but,
said the prophet, though there be a con-

E federacy
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federacy and consultation against the:Ser-

'vants of the trae God, yet no counsel against
‘that Lord should stand, thongh all opinitns
in religions stand -against the ‘faith and

worship due to this' son born ‘of a virgin,

‘though he be God with us, yet will he prove

to be God against them.

Therefore said the prophet, fear them
not, for though of your own family, your
tribe and kindred conspire against you,
because of your faith in the Lord of Hosts
coming of Judah, yet fear not their power.
Let it be in’ what age it will,” but let him
be your “God, and he ‘will be your sanc-
tuary, and a hiding place for you.

But unto your kindred, the carnal seed
in both houses, he shall be a stone of
stumbling, and a'rock of offence, and so
shall all his servants’his apostles; for the law
is sealed amongst them. Jer. xix.7. Matt.
xii. 14. and xxvi. 59. I. Pet. ii. 8.

Again, in ‘chap.'ix. the birth of Christ
is described to be wonderful, both in rela-
tion to his ministry, person, name, office,
and authority. First, he brings him in as a
son; but, secondly, he shews, that though
he hath but the denomination of a son, yet
nevertheless; he shounld in time be called

by
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by ithe name of mighty God, and everlast- Isaiak's

testimony.

ing,;Father. Now this being so, how can Isn x. 20,21
there be any other God; for there can be L ﬁfl..u‘;d
but. one Almighty God. The prophet, in
another place, speaking of the restitution

of the elect Israel, saith, that they shall

return to the mighty God ; who then is he

but the Lord Jesus Christ. _

"The prophet hath no comfort for the
elect, but by telling them almost at the end
of every sentence, that their salvation lay ,; 1y, ver
in their God’s becoming seed of Abrakam’s ™ 5.4
seed. _

And the prophet further sheweth, the
peaceable effects of Christ’s kingdom, in~
somuch as that he saith, nothing shall be
hurtful in all that haly mountain, but that
the wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the
leopard shall lie down with the kid and calf,
and the young child shall lead them.

The wolf, the lion, the calf, .the cow, i 6.
and the leopard; all the unruly passions
of the spirit of reason, the angel’s nature-
fallen, shall all be subdued and conquered
by behef in the true Saviour, and that little
child of faith shall lead them and keep
them in awe: also the lion shall eat straw
with the ox; that is, that strong spirit of

reason
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redsoh which was king and master of the
house, shall now submit itself to suffering,
or be content with a mean estate, diet, or a
dinner of herbs; whatever faith the man
child commands, it obeys; and this is the
peaceable kingdom of Christ, that most
high and mighty God. Romans, vin, 13,
Col. iii. 5.

Again, so glorious shall this rest be, as
that it shall (saith the prophet) destroy the
tongue of the Egyptian sea, and all the
seven streams thereof shall be smitten.

This shall be accomplished (said the
prophet) when the Lord shall set his hand
the second time to recover the remnant of
his people.

The first tune that God shall put his
hand to recover his people was at thgt time
as that child was born, and Son giyen, who
is said to be the root of Jesse, the promise

iven was a seal of the performance thereof.

The second time that Ged shall put his

- hand to the spiritual recovering of his peo-

ple, is to be at that time, as this Son is to
be called the mlgbty God, apd everlasting
Father, and this second time calls the Jews,
and makes them know, that this Jesus
Christ, their Lord, is that high and mighty

God,
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God, and ‘that everlasting Father. Rofp. b
x1. 25, 26.

Now at this time, the prophet saith, that
the adorers of Jesus with wéap_ons spiritual
shall fight against the tongue of the Egyp-
tian sea, and the seven streams thereot be-
ing the seven anti-churches pf Europe.

For these undoubtedly are the isles in
which great London is fixed, being called
the ends of the earth, that at this day are
afraid of the stroke from his last witness,
that this Jesus Christ is that high and
mighty God, and everlasting Father, tover:®
fulfil the prophecy of Isaiah, the declaration
of which moved the isles, so they drew near
and came, but Israel chosen out of the isles
was assisted to bear witness, and encouraged
in this manner.

Fear not I am with thee, thou art my ve-10
servant, and I am thy God, the first and
the last; all that are incensed against thee
shall perish, and thou shalt set forth my
praise in the islands, now this second time
to recover the rempant of my people. Chap. xiii. 12.

This makes the sipners in Ston afraid, >
who profess the name of the Son, but deny
him to be the high and pnghty God, and
geverlasting Fathey. -

BECT.
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Secr. II.
Again, the prophet saith, that the Lord

axil, 21, %3, that proceeds from Judah shall bave the

Chap. xxiv.

91, 22, 23.

government in his hand, and shall be a fa-
ther to the mhabitants of Jerusalem, and
to the house of Judah, and shall have the
key of David to open and none shall shut,
and shut and none shall open, is not this
the Lord Jesus, and is not this Jesus that
Father aforesaid. Rev. iii. 7. Matt. xvi.27.
and xix. 28. Rewv. v. 5, and xxii. 16.

And though the following verse doth
say, they shall hang upon him all the glory
of his Father’s house, yet there must be no
Father but him; for if all the Father's
glory be upon him, then is he the Father
himself.

Now he may well be the glory of a Fa-
ther’s house; for the prophet brings him in
afterwards as a God of such power as to
raise the dead, and give yreward to all, and
that he would swallow up death in victory.
See Matt. xi. 5, and xvi.27. I, Cor.xv,

All the redeemed shall own this God to
be their God. Isazak neither owned nor
taught the elect any other God ; so that

this
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~this is the prophet’s doctrine, and the lan- {;;‘;‘;;';y.

‘guage of Canaan, the redeemed of the
Lord, and all the church’s hopes; therefore

when he was coming, then was the church

in a readiness to receive him, having their

faith grounded upon the prophet’s spiritual
declarations; for then they should cry out

in that day, saying, Lo, this is our God, 12 ™"
we have waited for him, and he shall save
us. This is the Lord, and we have waited
for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his
salvation.

The substance of this prophet Isaiak’s
doctrine runs all upon this God manifested
in flesh. Let us trace him a little in his
words, for our consolation in truth’s con-
firmation, and we shall find how the stream
of his doctrine runs, which is in this
manner. '

O ye house of Judah, and chosen of . 4 man
God, wait for your Lord, for his promise is 5 > ™
sure, and he hath insured me, that he will
come, and by revelation I know it, and
am to report the same to his redeemed ones,
for he will descend from heaven the throne
of his glory, into the lowest part of the
earth, a virgin’s womb, and will be incar-
nate of Judal’s seed, and born of a virgin,

o and
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and all power, wisdom,,and glory shall be
hung upon him: by faith I see these things
as already -accomplished, because 1t 1s sure,
I see him by faith to sit upon the throne of
David, in the spirit of wisdom, judging the
work, and with the rod of his mouth slay-
ing the wicked: when he comes; his people
shall know that he is their God by his law
written in their hearts, and they shall hear
him say, Behold, it is I, who was the first
and am the last, and besides me there is
no Saviour, look upon me and be saved;
for my glory I will not give to another; I
am your Ged, ye are my witnesses that I
am God.

Again, as this Son or Saviour of Isreel
is the true God; and so received by the

~ elect, yet by faith I see him despised by all

others, and rejected, who set themselves
against this Lord, as an imperfect God,
because of his sufferings; so that there was
no beauty nor comeliness m his person, as
to please the principality of the world:
therefore they shall despise him and reject
him, because he will become a man of ser-
rows, and making his bed with the wicked.
Yet notwithstanding this, this our Lord

is our resurrection, a sure stone, a precious
corner
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corner stoné, and we build upon him for ﬁ;‘s’iﬁﬁ‘nh;f,y_
eternal life. This our Lord is wonderful 55"
in his @ppearance, and as it were hideth
himself in man’s nature, yet shall every
knee bow unto him.

_ Yet though we wait and trust in this
Lofd; who is the hope of Israel, yet who
will believe this report, that God shall have
his glory wrapt up in flesh, and to have -
his visage so marrd, that used to shine as
the sun: yet he is our God, though by .
faith T see him coming from Edom with’
dyed garments, treading the wine-press™">”
alone, yet mighty to save, giving life by
death, who finding none that could do it,
neither in heaven nor earth but himself;
therefore it was his own arm that brought
salvation. This is the loving kindness 0‘1;211?: nd
the Lord to ransom us, by laying down his ™
life for us. Lo, thisis Israel’s God, and in
this God we glory.

Thus by the testimony of this evangelical
prophet Isaiah,it is infallibly proved against
all gainsayers under heaven, that

There 1s none but Christ, none but Christ,
no other God or Saviour but the man Christ
Jesus in glory.

E CHAP.
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CHAP. 1V.

Shewing how the prophet Jeremiah’s doc-
trine and faith was pitched upon God’s
becoming flesh, and the just lived by
faith in that doctrine.

Secr. 1.

"FTHE prophet Jeremial's doctrine is one
and the same with the other before, as
to the knowledge and worship of the true
God ; namely, that the Creator of Israel
is the redeemer of Israel, and the way of
this redemption is by God’s becoming flesh.
All prophets harp on this string, and the
apostles play melodiously upon it, and the
witnesses of the spirit do finish the mystery.
See the references that leads to the mystery,
A great part of this prophet’s doctrine
is about the Jews being carried to Babylon,
but the doctrine of their resteration is by him
made a type of the deliverance from sin, by
the coming of God in a way of a lineal
descent, which mysterious sayings puzzled
the carnal Jew, but the elect saw into the
substance,
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substance, and could distinguish words jmicts
privative from positive, and temporal from |
spiritual.

Bat to come to the matter, the prophet
shews, chap. iii. what a great apostacy was
amongst the Jews, yet saith the prophet a
few of them shall be recalled. 'There is an
election, as one of a city, and two of a tribe,
that shall be brouglt to Sion.

Now here the prophet contends with the
outward Jew; and, in his contention, whis-
pers in words of peace and comfort tq the
elect. So there is an intermixture of judg-
ments and mercies, according to the nature
of the seeds it 1s spoken to. Hence itis
worth the minding to know when the spirit
of revelation speaks to reason, and when to
taith, for instance,

In verse 12th, the prophet hath these
words, Return thou backsliding Israel, and
I will not cause mine anger to fall upon you,
&c. These words I conceive were spoken -
to the seed and nature of reason, the angels
mature-fallen, who had the law moral writ-
ten in the seed, telling them, that all
obedience was due to God, and upon this
obedience earthly blessings are given as a
reward of well-doing. '

Chap. iii. 12.

But
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testimony.

’ backsliding children, for I am wmarried
unto you, and will take you one of a city
apd two of a tribe, &c. These words are
spoken to the seed and nature of faith,
which was the seed of God, and was fallen
in Adam.

And this nature being fallen, God hath
mercy on it, and turns it, by giving them
the knowledg'e of himself, the other must
turn themselves to Justice and legal righte-
ousness, but faith turneth, or rather is turned

coxi. 18,10, 10 embrace the true God, saying, if thou

vi. 2. return, return unto me. Thls God 1s God
manifested, or to be mamfested in flesh, as
the next verse proves.

But to give a further distinction of the
original, from whence truth and falsehood
doth arise, as in reference to God, and the

sio1s,  Warship that p}eases him, and to Baal, and
v 16 the worship that pleases him, behold their
1i.9,10. play on both sides. First, as tq the seed
of the fallen angel, it is contrary in its
priestly teachmgs tothe seed of fallen Adam,

after recalled and renqwed by the second
Adam ; for the original of their teaching is

not from revelation of faith, but from the
dictates and imagination of reason, which

18
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is a deceit of their own heart ; and so they, Jerenicke
from their study in reason that is natural

teach a lye, and a false God in the name

of the true,

Therefore it errs, and the more it searches.
into spiritual things the more it errs; for it
may search after morality by the candle of
the law, and from thence may speak a high
langunage, to the admiration of its pwn seed
that are of a lower capacity, if it be sober
and learned; but it but gropes in the dark,
if it apply its study to the finding out spi-
ritual secrets, for that is lock’d up from that
seed, therefore they have nothing of sub-
stance, but only a form of goodly words.

Now the prophet Jeremiah shews the
fallacy by their practice, and discovers them
clearly to a discerning eye. His words are
to this purpose following, both to priest
and people.

Behold you trust in lying words, when £
you come into my temple to worship, saying,
no evil shall befal you, If you but make a
shew of holiness there, crying the temple
of the Lord; whilst you thus boast of the
temple (yet that temple is but a den of
robbers). What are you else but robbers and
thieves? Do you not steal my word every

man
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man from his neighour, who are my pro-
phets, and take from here a little, and there
a little, that will serve your turn, and then
father it upon God, and say; thus saith
the Lord. And then you add your own
devices and formalities to it, the deceit of
your own heart; thus like vagabonds you
wander from scripture to scripture, and it
must speak what your reason doth imagine.
See and compare John x. 8. Isa. xi1. 6.
Acts xix. 13. Rev. xxii. 18, Jude xiii,
2 Cor. 1.17. Mal. 1. 8.

Again, what are you but murderers? you
are all unto me as Sodom, ever resisting the
hope of Israel. What shall men call you
but reprobate silver? Seeing the Lord
hath rejected you, depart therefore from
him, and be written in the earth, and not
m the writings of the house of the true
Israel.

O Lord, thou knowest all their councils
againstmeandagainsttheetoslayus,though

‘they boast of their priests office, as that the

scriptures belongeth to them; yet do they
scoff at thy word of promise. O let me see

~thy vengeance on them, and let them be

vor, 7.

confonnded that persecute me, thy true
prophet, &c¢, But then as tor thy chesen
ones
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-Jeremiak’s

ones and ministers of the true sanctuary, . imony.

they trust not in themselves, but in the
hope of Israel. Now observe the doctrine
evangelical, to the elect seed.

Secr. 11.

The day is come, saith the prophet, that o ..
the Lord will vaise unto David a righteous ¥ 44
branch, and he shall build the temple; this
is the temple that was to be built without
noise or tumult. Again, a king shall reign
and prosper; in his days Judah shall be
saved, and his name is the Lord our righte-
ousness, now Israel hath but one king, and
that king is Christ, and but one savin g God,
and Christ is that God.

All Israel’s righteousness of justification, 23, and
lsanctiﬁcation, wisdom, or what other glo- i, 27, and
rious qualification soever flows or ariseth
from that fountain of faith in the person of
Christ, giving the whole glory of their sal-

‘vation to him; whether hefore he became
flesh or after, all is one, and all centre in
one, for the promise was sure.

Therefore the prophet is absolute in his
declarations to the full power of speaking xv.9 16,15
forth his divine revelations in this w.se as

aforesaid,
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Jerendals g foresaid, and as hereafter follows, saying;

testimony.

and Chap.
xxiji. 5,6

and xxxii.
14, 15, 16.

xiii. 16.
iii. 23.
avil. 15)
1.6

1. 25.
xxxi. 32.
1ii. 23.

XEXi. 32.

~ I who am a prophet ordained and chose by
voice of words from the God of truth, had
his word put into my inouth, whei‘eby I
was impowered to throw down all false
Gods and false worships, and to build and
plant the chosen of Judah into the faith of
that good thing promised the righteous
branch of David; which is no other thing
but the Lord our righteousness, in which I,
and all true prophets, pronounce salvation
by.

So that dalvation is not from the great
mountains and hills of lofty imaginations
from the arms of flesh, but it is in that
Lord and Geod coming of the seed of David,
who is to be born of a woman. This is the
doctrine of righteousness and the evidence
ot heaven. O youseed and children of the
promise, believe, hope; trust, wait for the
coming or growing up of this branch of
this man of this king, which is your king,
and be blessed. Isa.ii.2. Obadiak i. 6,
8, 21. In the latter days you shall consi«
der all this; §c.

Again, in Chap. 31, the prophet poureth.
forth life in these words, saying; the Lord
hath created a new thing upon the earth.

A
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‘A woman shall compass a man: here doth oot
the prophet declare that God would become
man ; for this man was God the Father,
and this woman was the virgin wife, Mary :
the true seed of Israel did in the prophet’s
days believe this was true, and would come
to pass in due time, and the true seed of
Israel at this time, being the latter days
in which they were to consider of it; doth
certainly now know, and with confidence
and boldness, yet with all humility and
soberness, do affirm against all gainsayers
under heaven, that the man Christ Jesus,
so exalted through the scriptures of truth,
was and is, and is to come, the most high
and mighty God and everlasting Father,
being, in one single body or person of flesh
and bone, now in heaven glorified, blessed
for ever. Aimen. '
Now the prophet calls this a new thing,
but the prophet Isaiah saith, that this new
thing is a hidden thing: and thatit cannot
be known by the carnal seed. And there-~
fore saith the prophet Jeremiah, this new
thing that is created, doth create a new
creature, and in it a new covenant, whereby
they shall know that new thing, that new
Jerusalem,

G
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Jerusalem, that came down from heaven to
be made that new and living way.

This new created thing created every
thing new and oid; but none knows liim
aright but such as have the new creation;
therefore said Habak. chap.i. 5. Wouader
marvelously ; for I will work a work in
your days, which you shall not believe
though it be told you.

But it is the elect that do find out the
path of God, and do trace the footsteps of
the spirit in every commission, whereby
they are given to know variety of new and
wonderful things; as now to know that this
new-created thing that had uncreated itself,
created every thing, and as to his saints he
created a new heart, a new covenant, a
new name, and a new song of praise in that
name to this God-Man, compassed about
with a woman.

What then shall we say of a Woman;
no 1ill, for though a woman was the mlet
to sin, yet a woman was the outlet of sin,
and the inlet of salvation; so that let a wo-
man, but especially this woman, be, by all
the elect in all ages, counted blessed, who
bore the blessed babe, and God of ali life.

And though the first woman compassed

a man
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a man of death, hell and damnation; yet/7enets
let not her after-seced by Adam speak ill of

her: because they and her were blessed by

a gracions prownise oi an alter redemption,

whicii was and is by this new created man
compassed by a woman.

A woman shall compass ¢ man.

God is a man, and was in the form of a
man betore he was compassed about with a
woman ; for man was created in his image
both as te form and nature: and Moses
calls God a man of war, and this new
thing, in his state of mortality said, that
no mun was perfectly good, but one, which
was God, and so the first man Adam was
fromn the earth, the second nan Adam was
the Lord froin heaven.

A woman shall compasss ¢ man.

The true God of Israel hath been com-
passed about five several ways. First, he
hath been compassed about by his angels
i heaven. Secondly, he hath been com-
passed about by a woman on earth. Thirdly,
he hath been compassed about by our in-
firmities. Fourthly, he hath been com-
passed about by bulls of Bashan. And

lastly,
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lastly, he hath been compassed about with
death, hell and the grave. Psal. Ixviii. 17.
Luke i. 1. Heb. v. 2. Psalm, xxii. 12.
xviil. 4, 5.

But now in these latter days this God-
Man hath enlarged his glory; now shall
none hereafter compass him abont; but his
saints and angels round about his throne,
the buils of Bashan shall no more compass
him about, nor the red dragon and his
bloody priests that caused such mourning
in Rlame, in slaying the young children to
slay him.

But as the Lord by his spirit of faith,
love, joy, and peace dath compass his saints
about; even so do the saints by their new
songs of praise compass their redeemer
about, giving him thanks for that his won-
derful work of his vouchsafing to conde-
scend so low, as to become man of the
seed of David, as aforesaid, to save his
elect.

Let this suftice from the prophet Jere-
miah ; and to the elect it 1s enough; it is
clear as the light; it is evident; it is cer-
tain; it is sure without doubt, and without
scruple to him whose name is written i the
book of life, that,

There
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There is none but Christ: none but
Christ : no other God, but the man Christ
Jesus, now in glory above the stars.

CHAP. V.

Shewing the prophet zekiel's testimony to
our Lord Jesus Christ, to be his God, and
the God of all the trye seed of Israel,

"I'HE prophet in his first chapter shews
his commission from heaven, as all true
prophets are able to do; for it is the ever
living word spoken out of the mouth of
God that makes a man a cominissioner, but
Baal’s priests, cannot pretend to this; for
their God is speechless, haying no tongue
to speak at all; but I pass them by and
come to Jearn of a true prophet. |
The most part of the prophecy by Ezekiel
is a foretelling and threatening the Jews of
great judgments to be inflicted upon them
under their captivity, as a reward for their
mjustice, oppression, idolatry, and cruelty;
and persuading them to repentance, that
they

58
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they might not be destroyed; saying to
them m this wise,

Turn you, turn you from your evil ways ;
for why will ye die, ye house of Israel, as
I live saith the Lovd, I have no pleasure
en the death of the wicked, &e.

Now, what death is this tiat the prophet
meaneth? that the Lord hath no pleasure
in? In answer hereto, that the ways of the
Lord, cencerning this it is written. I call
heaven and earth to record (saith Joses)
that I have set before you line and death,
blessing and cursing; chuse the one and
live; chuse the other and die: now hath
not that carnal line their desire? you havea
faw which, if you keep, you shall live by it,
but, if you break it, you shall be destroyed;
for if you be willing and obedient, you
shall eat the good of the land; but, if you
refuse and rebel, you shall die; thatis, you
shall be destroyed by sword, plague, famine,
or the like. See Deut. iv. 13, 40. chap.
v. 4. 6.

Now, as touching this death, the Lord
hath no pleasure; and therefore, that they
might not die but live if possible, he caused
the law to be daily read, and to exhort them
again and again, that they might not forget,

but
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but might be obedient thereunto. Deut. Fzber
vil. 6, 9. chap. xvii. 19, 20. chap. xxxi.
11, 12. Josh. xxxvin, 34, 35.

Now, his saying he had no pleasure in
the death of the wicked was no more but
this, that the fig-tree should not blossom,
neither should fruit be in the vines; the
labour of the olive shall fail; and the fields
-shali yield no meat; the flocks should be
cut off from the field; their goods shall
becowe a booty, and their houses a deso-

‘lat’on; this is the death and destruction
that Christ hath no pleasure in; nor had,
when he wept over Jerusalem. Habakkuk
ni. 17.

All such places threaten an external e 14
death, for the law’s carse goes no farther ;Z;“;‘;‘f;‘j‘_‘ﬁ‘
than the penetrating down into the grave. AN
Psalm xxxi. 17.  Isa. xiv. 11.

But the wonderful mystery of God’s be-
coming flesh, and suffering death in that
flesh; and, after rising again through God-
head power, brings that rebellious seed into
a capacity of a resurrection to a second
~death, which is a living death and a dying
hte. Isa. .19, 21, and 26, 29. John v.

58. Heb. ii. 14.

For if God had not come to die, the

saints
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saints had been no better than thé repro-
bate; for all would have gone to the grave,
and the law could not raise them again.
1 Cor. xv.

So no more of this subject here, this 1
thought convenient, to put the free-willers
rub out of the way: who would have eter-
nal salvation offered unto all: and that
there is but one seed or generation of man-
kind; and so may all be saved, if they
will: but this their principle destroys God’s
prerogative power, and makes him inferior
to the kings of the earth; and besides, it 1s
absolute nonsense; for if all men proceed
from one seed or root, then, bemg all of
one nature, they must either all be saved
or all damned. JIsa. xliii. 13.

But the scriptures are clear to prove two
seeds, and that there is an election in Israel,
and the Lord by his prophets doth mark
them out, and call that people who are but
a remnant out of a multitude of professors,
to the faith and worship of Claist in spirit
and truth. Ise. xix. and xi1. 11, 16. 'Thesé
saith the prophet are the chosen, let us set
a mark on them.

God will save this little remnant, calling
them his flock; and i eorder thereto, he

will,
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will, saith the prophet, set up one shepherd
over them, and this shepherd is God the
Lord Jesus, and all the elect Israel are his
sheep or flock; and as he is called their
shepherd, so is he called also their alone
king; that only king was to rule that one
only nation, and that king that was that
nation’s God, was to proceed from David o
which is noile but Christ, and this shep-
herd, this king, this prince of Israel, should
bless them with showers of blessings. Here
we see that this chosen flock hath but one
shepherd over them, one prince and king
over them, and that prince, king, and shep-
herd, is no other but Christ Jesus their Lord
God and Saviour. _
This king, prince and shepherd, makes sxxiv.
a covenant with his people, and the cove-
nant is, (saith the prophet) that he will be
their God, and they shall be his people;
‘and behold those privileges, the graces and
gifts are so plentiful, that they are said to
overflow as a river, in peace, love, joy,
wisdom, and all other graces; and all flows
from this shepherd bringing his sheep to
such fountains as riseth higher and higher;
first to the ankles, then to the knees, then
to the loins. Every dispensation or com-
H missiomn

Ixvii. 3, 4, 5.
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mission rises higher and higher in its wis-
dom and revelation, in this mystery of its
God’s becoming flesh. So that now in
these latter days, this refreshing stream is
risen up to the loins, and so up to a river
to swim and bathe themselves in, to their
everlasting consolation. A mystery so deep,
that the tongue of men nor angels cannot
reach in words to unfold it in its fulness.
It is enough that we are made worthy to
know that our God did become flesh, and
that we know the nature of that wonderful
humility and condescension of our God in
love. According to our measures in this
our state of mortality, it is here, through
grace, given us as an earnest penny or seal
of what wisdom and glory he will bestow
upon all his flock hereafter, each, one ac-
cording to his faith and wisdom, he had in
that cornmission or prophecy he was under,
shall have glory accerding at the next ap-
pearing of this kingand shepherd of Israel,
according to the scriptures of truth.

And, in the mean time, they shall feed
m goodly pastures; therefore saith the pro-
phet, they shall feed upon the banks and
borders of this sanctuary waters, for there
grows trees of meat there, whose leaf will
’ not
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not fade, nor iruit consume, but shall bring 5050
forth new fruit that shall be for meat, and
the leaf thereof for medicine, (even the doc-
trine of this Messiah) and Joseph shall have
two portions, a blessed reward to believing "’
Ephraim. Gen. x)viii. 20.

Thus by the testimony of Ezekiel, and
abundantly more by himn than what is here
expressed, it is clear and ewdent, that

There 1s none but Christ: none but
Christ : no other God, but the man Christ
Jesus, his Lord, and ours blessed for ever,
Amen.

er. 13,

CHAP. V1.

Shewing how Daniel’s faith was pitched
upon God's becoming flesh, and that
eternal happiness depended thereupon.

IDANIEL begins to describe Christs ...,
kingdom as to his incarnation, from Eimey.

great Nebuchadnezzar's dream, that under

the fourth monarchy it should take its be-

ginning, and then it should destroy all such

as should oppose that kingdom with a seal

of
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of eternal death; for till then, sin, death,
devil and hell reigned withont controul.
But after the entering in of the fourth
monarchy, though it was as iron, yet not-
withstanding all this, the God of heaven
said Daniel shall set up his kingdom.
Now this God of heaven was the God of
Abraham, which was no other than Christ.
For in this king’s dream, he saw a stone
cut out without hands, and Lecome a great

" mountain, insomuch that it tilled the whole

earth. Now this stone was the stone of
Israel pyophesied of before, as hath been
shewed, as Gen. xlix. 24. Psal. cxviil. 22.
This stone was seen in the king’s dream to
become a great mountain. Now this king
was a mountain Limself, and a very great
mountain, but this visional mountam of his
put him in great fear, as if his mountain
should be smitten down by it, though ke
could not tell by whom it should be, or
what 1it, should be, neither could the astro-
logers, the philosophers, or any of the wise
men in all Chaldea, his kingdom, when
they were summoned together, tell the king
what this stone was, for their knowledge
and faith was quite contrary to Daniel’s.

Thereiore they tell the king, that none

can
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can tell this dream, no not one man upon i
the earth (say they), except the gods whose 1"
dwelling is not in flesh, there was not one
among all the seed of the fallen angel that
ever did prophecy, or could believe that
God would become flesh of Adam’s flesh,
and bone of his bone; they can sooner
believe that man’s spirit will become God,
than God to become man, and i1t was ever
the principle of reason to believe so, when
clothed in flesh; for, say they, reason is
God’s nature, and God is nature without
form. A

And Plato,-that great heathen philoso-
pher and ancient, who lived in those days
of the prophet Daniel, and was one of
those wise sages, hath wrote thus, that
there is no way to happiness but by the
{ootsteps of reason, calling it the nature of
God ; also the Platonists say.that the devils
~ are reason, but yet spirits without bodies, -
as their gods was: so that those wise hea-
thens in Daniel’s time, did make God’s
nature, and devil’s nature to be all alike
reason, and like spirit. But in my treatise
of Truth’s Triumph, I have shewed, that
if God’s nature, and the devil’s nature be
veason, then nothing could hinder but that

the
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the devils might be holy, as well as the
gods; and the reason is because nature dis-
tributing itselt into several beings, makes
all these beings correspondent with itself,
and m harmony one with another. |

Therefore it 1s evident, that the true God
was never known by any but by true pro-
phets of the Lord’s own sending, and by
such as have faith to understand, and faith
to believe their report: and for God to be-
come flesh, was ever too mysterious for any
to know, understand, and believe, but the
seed of his own body only.

Again, this stone cut of the mountain of
Bethlehem-Judahk, or kingdom, comes of
itseli’; no man had a hand in 1it, it was
God-head power. Therefore let builders
and false priests refuse this stone, yet will
it become the chief corner-stone, that shall
hold up the house, church, and kingdom,
against that iron monarchy, with its ten
horns, and that one peeping horn that pro-
ceeded from the ten horns, with that spi-
ritual whore that sat upon them all, even
mystery Babylon; the mother of harlots
who sits upon all those great mountains.
Daniel saith, that this stone arising out of’
Judah should be too hard for them all; for

- let.
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let kings and emperors refuse this stone, Dariers -
and raise war against it, although they be
of gold, of brass, and of iron, shall they be
all broke as clay, as Isa. xlv. 9, and xIi. 25.

Mind one thing here, that the greatest
power is ever attributed unto God, after he
hath transmuted his divine God-head into
flesh; for then doth he war against man
in man, and then is the God of heaven
captain over his elect seed, to fight and
make war with the devil clothed in flesh.
See Hosea xi. 14. I. Cor.xv.55, and the
ground of this was, because the devil was
Lord of hell and death, until that the Lord
Christ had suffered death, and rose again,
by which means he gaimed power over
death, devil, hell, and the grave. Heb. ii.
14. Rev. i. 18, and so he finished the
transgression, - and ended sin in the seed of
Adam, by making reconciliation for it in
the body of his flesh, and so brought in
everlasting righteousness according to the
prophet Daniel.

And by this glorious work of God’s v os.
clothing his God-head spirit with pure hu- i 39, vi. 0.
man flesh, he created power in his saints
as kings and judges under kim to execute
his wrath against all those mighty princes,

that

xi. 24.
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that set themselves against Michael their

captain, with the seals of eternal death.
The prophet by vision did behold Christ,
and in his appearance he was like unto the
Son of man, and further saith, that he
came to the Antient of Days, and received
of him dominion, glory, and a kingdom.
Now, who was that which was invested
with power, glory, domiion, and an ever-
lasting kingdom, but the Antient of Days
himself; for as the prophet Isaiah said,
that God would not give his glory to an-
other, and Daniel saith here, that this An-
tient of Days had given him that was like
the Son of man, all people and nations to
worship and serve him; what then could
this Son of man be, but the Ancient of
Days himself, and in that he became man,
appeared under a twofold condition, Son of
man as from his incarnation, and Ancient.
of Days as before his assumption of human
nature, yet one and the same God, though
under a twofold condition; for Christ was
the I am that chose Moses, and when he
was in the state of mortality, he told the
unbelieving Jews, that he was before Abra-
ham, and that Abraham believed in liim
and was blessed, and all his spiritual seed
in
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Daniel's

in that belief of his becoming flesh, Was geimony.
blessed in that blessing from this Messias,
which was that Antient of Days; for Danzel
owned but one God of a single person. So
for further proof, .Micah v. 2.

Daniel beheld wonderful things, as in
reference to this mystery of his God’s bring-
ing in everlasting righteousness; he was so
ravished with the delight thereof, and se-
veral others with there running too and
fro m those revelations and visions to in-
crease kndwledge, and would fain have seen
further into it, but what was revealed to
Daniel was sufficient at that time, both for
him and for the select; for further know-
ledge of it was to be sealed up till the time
was accomplished ; for this being but un-
der the first commission, or first testament,
so this mystery was to be declared but in
part, being the first withess or first record ;
but the following witnesses will finish the
mystery of God, according ag it is written:
at the mouth of two or three witnesses every
thing should be established; so upon the
coming of the last witness then the revela-
tion of the mystery of God shall be accom-
plished and finished; and this son of man,
that hath all power, glory and dominion

X puf

¥ii. 4.
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put into his hands, and that shall everlast~
ingly reign king over all people and na-
tions according to Daniel and all true pro-
phets, then shall he be known to be the
mighty God and everlasting Father. Thus
by testimony of .Danzel,

There is none but Christ: none but
Christ : no other God, but the man Christ
Jesus in glory.

CHAP. V11

Shewing how that the prophet Hosea's faith

and doctrine was pitched upon God's be-
coming flesh, and.all the saints hope and
happiness depended thereon.

N,OW I come to.read the doctrine of all
the twelve small prophets, and they

will be found to be the comforters of Sion,

and .all harp upon the same string as the
other prophets did before them.

This prophet hath judgments and mercies
mixt, according to the operation of.the twe

. seeds, but the house of Judah were to,have

the everlasting Dblessings. The seed .of
Reason
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Reason had their blessing according to their [
obedience; but then it was but by their “* **
bow and sword there corn, wine and eil.
But their casting away, is, saith the pro-
phet, an utter rejection, that rejected the i 1.
Lord from heaven, and would not have a
God clothed in flesh to rule over them.
It is said, I will save the house of Judahi.?.
by the Lord their God, and when Israel
was a cluld, then I loved him; now this
child was the seed of Isaac, and this Lord
God of Judah proceeded from that child
Israel, and was prophesied of, to be a child
himself, and to be called out of Egypt, . -
according to this prophet; out of Egypt ‘
have I called my son; so that Israel’s sav-
ing God was no other but Jesus Christ,
born of a virgin, persecuted into Egypt by
a red dragon devil, honoured and called
forth again when that dragon was dead.
Now this prophet whispers inwards into . 10,11.
the hearts of the elect, telling them that
the Lord is coming to make the Gentiles
his people; and he brings in the elect Jews
also, and orders them to chuse to them-
selves this seed of Israel, this child that was
to be called out of Egypt, to be that one
head or shepherd to rule over them; for he
was
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was to come, and then he should be the
Lord and king in the latter days.

Again in chap. X. the prophet adviseth
the elect to wait for their God, until he
come, for his going forth will be in the
morning, and shall be as the rain; now it
is, as if the prophet should say, wait for him,

for he will come, as sure as the morning

will come, and when he comes, then comes
grace in abundance, which will be to the
soul as showers of rain is to the earth.
Therefore seek till he come, he never
seeketh 1n vain, that is first sought of the
Lord; for his mercy is such, as that he is
found of them that sought him net, he will
call the Gentiles that never sought for him,
and he will reject that carnal Jew that
shall seek him, but shall not find him; but
let elect Jsrael seek, and when he appears
they shall say, my God, we know thee by

- virtue of the dew or rain that is fallen

 upon me,

witi. 4.

" And as the prophet advised the elect to
seek the Lord, so likeways he admonished
them to hear how graciously the Lord
speaks unto them, and that in this manner.

I am the Lord thy God, and thou shalt
know no God but me; far there 1s no savi-

our
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our besides me, I am thy help and the king Heseas

testimony.
of Israel, thy king, all other kings shall "'
utterly be destroyed. xiii. 14,

I draw you with the cords of a man be-
coming a man like you; I give you myself
to eat: I will be your king, and be death’s
death to save you.

The Lord, by his prophet, -having thus 33

spoken to the elect, now his chosen ones™i*7%
answer unto him again, saying; we know
thee to be our God, and will keep close to
thee; Assur shall not save us; we will not
ride upon their horses; for all is flesh and
not epirit. Their prophets are fools, their
spiritual men are mad, and have a multi-
tude of miquities; and one 1s their great
hatred to the watchers of Ephraim i the
ihouse of God, and will have no king but
Cesar, or what Ceesar shall command ; but
our king is the Lord our God, who will
ransom us from the power of the grave,
and will be death’s death, and the grave's
destruction.

And now being enlightened by true pr 0-
phesy, we will say, what have we any’
more to do with idols, we have heard of
-him, and we shall see him, and taste of the
fruit of the tree of life; yea, and have

' tasted

xiii. 14,

iv. 8.
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tasted: by faith. Whether thei shiall we
got We will not leave this Lord, we wild

~ not be for another man, but for this man,

Joel's
testimony

this God-man, that we have chosen for our
king and head.

Temporal kings are the supreme head of
a carnal church, but we have no such head
bet the Lord our righteousness is onr head,
and irom him we will not go.

Thus by the testimony of the prophet
Hoseu, and the true church in his days, 1t
1s evident, that

There is none but Christ; none but
Christ ; no other God but the man Chyist
Jesus, now in glory.

CHAP. VIII.

Shewing that the prophet Joel's God is the
saint’s Jesus.

"JYHE prophet Joel, after he had denounced
great judgments to the wicked seed of
captivity, famine, and of God’s forsaking
them, and withholding from them thew
medt=offerings, and drink-offerings, count-
g the very prayers af their priests at bis

dftar but as the howling of a dog.
' After
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After these things he brings in the Loxd Fo:ecs

testimony.
as gracious and merciful to has own select ’
people, speaking to them in the manner
following:

My people that doth wait for me, shall 262"
never be ashamed in putting their trost m
me; for I will come and dbe in the midst of
Israel; for where two or three are gathered
tagether in my name, they are my church,
and they shall know me to be their {od,
and shall not be ashamed, and make hasse
from me: for it shall come to pass after-

ver. 28.

wards, that I will pour out my spirit upen
the seed of faith ‘that waited for me, and
they shall prophecy and preach my name,
and I will shew the wonders in heaven and
earth; for the sun shall be turned into dark-
ness, and the moon into blood.

For the Redeemer of Israel shall suffer
death: this is the wonder in heaven. ver. 31.

And the moon shall be turned into blood :
this shall be a wonder in earth.

For the law shall be turned into blood ;
that s, into persecution, because righteous-
ness.is denied to be had by it.

But it shall eome to pass, that notwith-
standing that persecution, that .whosoever
called upon God, the sun of righteousness

and

ver. 30,
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and glory, that was darkened as their God,
shall be saved; for in mount Ston is deli=

. verance, and you shall know that I am the

Ver. 15.
2, 19,

Ver. 20.-

Lord your God that dwell there.

" But the sun must be turned into dark-
ness; for Egypt and Edom must be plat
withal, for the Lord will be crucitied there.
Therefore in the valley of Jehosaphat they
shall be met withal, because they have
shed mnocent blood there, out of Judah,
but life shall be regained, and Judah shall
abide for ever, and be made glorious by
that new Jerusalem that will come from
heaven, and shall be blessed and live for
ever; for because he lives, his samts shall
hve also.

This 1s the doctrine of Joel. Who then
must this Judah be? this Jerusalem be?
this darkened sun be ? this innocent blood
of Judah be? this king and judge of the
world be: this God and Saviour of Israel
be ? but the Lord Jesus Christ blessed for
ever. Amen.

So that by this testimony of Joel, all
those true saints in this age of the world,
may understand by the gift of the spirit of
faith, now stirred up by prophecy, that
there is none but Chyist, none but Christ ;

no
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110 other God but the man Christ Jesus

in glory, though millions of men should
gainsay it.

CHAP. IX.

Shewing that the prophet Amos’s fuith and
doctrine was in God’s becoming flesh.

"F HE prophet Amos was sent to pronounce
judgments against Syria, the Philis-
tines, Tyrus, Edom, Amon, and Moab, tor

their several transgressions, afterwards the

prophet comes to reprove all the twelve
tribes of Israel for their several transgres-
sions, which was in forsaking his law, aind
despising his commandinents. Now ail
other nations, they being not in covenant,
are not said to break his law, because o
outward law was given to them, but the
law that was written in their consciences,
but Israel had an outward law to shew
them what was written within, and the
prophet finding them guilty of all the great

transgressions, and much more greater than

the heathen, therefore called by three trans-
K gressionss

testimony.
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vi. 1. 13.
viii. 5, 7.
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gresSions, and by four; but the prophet

“gives a catalogue of many more in number,

though all may be comprised in them, as,
First, They are said to walk in lies.
2ndly, They sell the righteous for silver.
3rdly, They covet their neighbour’s goods,
and pant after the dust of the earth, and
commit adultery, &c. 4thly, They drink
the wine of the condemned in the liouse of
God, and would not let true prophets pro-
phesy, or once to speak, but stir up violence
and robbery, turning judgments to worm-
wood. Sthly, They resist the just, and
rejoice in their persecuting priests, which
the prophet calls a thing of nought. Lastly,
They long that the sabbath were over, that
they may buy the poor for silver; and this

"1s none of the least transgressions.

Wherefore the prophet seeing their great
wickedness and apostacy from their law,

-cries out, saying, Q Lord God, forgive, I

heseech thee, by whow shall Jacob arise,

for he is small. Now the prophet brings
“in the Lord as answering to the two seeds

saying, that he will repent him, and have
mercy and foxgiveness of the one seed, but

* the other he will judge for their cruelty and

wrath; and for their selling the righteoue
for silver.
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Being as if the Lord should say, shall 1
forgive this wicked people that offer a sa-

77

Amos’s
testimony
iv. 5.

crifice of thanksgiving with leven, and

come to Bethel and transgress, I hate and
despise your offerings; and though you
pretend you look for my appearing, be-
cause all my prophets prophesy of it, what
good shall my coming do you; for that
day will be darkmess and not light unte
you: for you shall be as blind men, and
shall not know me, for the sun shall go
down at noon-day. When I am coming,
I shall suffer, and the sun shall suffer like-
wise for a time; but you shall suffer forever,
that buy the righteous for silver, and sell
him for a pair of shoes; is this to desire
iy coming, and my day, and then to sell
me for silver? 1 have sworn by the excel-
lency of Jacob, surely I will never forget
-any of their works (now how should such
“a people be saved) that swore thy God, O
-Dan, liveth.

Now the prophet seeing the wickedness
of this seed, and God’s just wrath against
it, cries out again, the second time, saying,
O Lord God, cease, I beseech thee, by whom
shall Jacob arise, for hé is small. 'This
Jacob that the prophet meant, was the elect

- Israel;

v. 18,
viii. 9.
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Israel; for as he saw the destruction of the

- one seed, so he would see the restoration

of the other; for he knew that God had a
people, though they were not visible at
that time, error and idolatry rulig and
Liearing sway over all: for the righteous

" then must not speak a word, but were com-

manded silence. ,,

But the prophet knowing that the pro-
mise was sure, therefore 1t was answered
him by revelation from the Lord, saying,
the days come, I will raise up the taber-
nacle of David that 1s fallen. I will let
these wicked Jews go, and will bring in a
number of the Gentiles in their room, to
glorify my name; they shall seek after me,
and turn to God, and worship in the beauty
of hLoliness; ior the mountains shall drop
sweet wine 1 this new raised tal:ernacle
of David, which shall refresh the heart
with peace and joy, and assurance of ever-
lasting life. 'This 1s the sweet wine of that
glorious tabernacle that shall dwell with
men, in which the saints shall periorm true

“worship. Thus by the testimony of Amos.

There is none but Christ; none but
Christ ; no other God or Saviour but the
man Christ Jesus in glory. .,
CHAP.
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Dbadiak’s
testimony.

CHAP. X

Shewing that the prophet Obadialh's fuith,
and doctrine was pitched upon God's be-
coming flesh. ‘

"I'HE prophet having denounced judg-

ments upon Edom for their pride and
wickedness against Jaceb, shewing the
manner and nature of the actions of Lsaw’s
posterity against Judah, their wickedness,
hatred and pride, running in its cursed line,
God’s judgments pursuing it from genera-
tion to generation. Now after the former
part of his prophesy against Edom, and his
loity wisdom, which was his mount, he
turneth the residue of his prophesy to Jacob
and Judah, the seed of Abraham according
to the promise, and his declarations are
short but sweet, saying in this wise.

Upon mount Sion shall be deliverance, cv.i.17, 18,
for saviours shall come up there to judge
the mount of Esau, and there shall be ho-~
liness there, because the holy Lord God,
that rules in S7on shall be born there.
Destruction shall come upon Edom, a fire

out
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out of Jacob shall devour her, and burn her
mighty men, and destroy her wise; for by
fire and by the sword (not a sword of steel,
but the sword of the spirit) will the Lord
plead with her, and Sion shall possess Esaw's

_possessions 1n the sale of his birthright: so

that the spiritual Canaan belongs to Jacob
and his spiritual seed; that is, the land of
uprightness, and the holy land. Isa, xxvi.
10, and Ixu. 12. Gen. xxv. 32, and xxi1.
17.  Psal. exli. 10.

It 1s not the earth we tread on the up-
right land, that Israel is to possess, if it
were, then where must the called Gentiles
be; but it is the regenerated or new heart
in the faith, knowledge, and belief of your
God’s coming; that is, the land of Israel
that flows with milk and honey: and this
is the land to De tilled and sown, and the
fruits of that ground shall be blessed, and
the seed shall prosper and be peaceable.
See and compare Isa. Ixvi. 11, 16, and lv.
1. Ezeh. xxxvii. 14, 22. Hos. x. 12.

And this is the land the Lord inherits,
and 1s their portion, and they are his, which
makes Esau very angry in the loss of this
birth-right, and se much the more, by how

‘mueh the more the people of Jacob shall

prevai'l.
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prevail against them ; for they have power 2bticts
and authority from that God which Esau o
rejected, to judge the mount and very pin«
nacle of the temple of Esau; for they shall
trample upon the world’s wisdom, power,
and glory, and break the head of aspiring.
reason, the proud chernb’s nature, and the
kingdom shall be the Lord Christ’s.

Thus by the testimony of Obudiak’s,
there is none but Christ; none but Christ;
no other God but the man Christ Jesus in
glory, whom we adore and worship.

CHAP XI.

Sheweth that the prophet Jonak’s faith and
doctrine was in God’s becoming flesh.
TIHE prophet Jonah being sent to Nine- sonans
veh, to denounce the sentence of de-chap .

struction upon it for its wickedness, he
disobeyed the Lord, and fled from his pre-
sence, being unwilling to be a messenger of
such sad tidings, and I am apt to believe
that all true prophets are unwilling at first
hand (as Jonah was) to go forth upon mes-
sages of the J.ord, because life and death

15
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is delivered into their hands. This made
one prophet cry out, saying, (at the time
of his being chosen), Woe is me, I am a
man undone, another to say, I am of un-
circumcised lips, send by whom thou wilt
send.

But false prophets, upon the least ap-
pearance from a mere dream or vision
within or without, or from the hopes of
gaining riches or honour, are ever forward
to run into the ministry, and the gronnd of
all is this; namely, the spirit of faith is ever
willing to sit still and be quiet under his
vine, and under his fig-tree, but the spirit
of reason would ever be in church or state,
and so heaves himself on for preferment,
and for 4 name, who loves to be called
master, and to sit with princes. But Jonak's
disobedience brought but a temporal curse
upon him, as being cast into the whale’s
belly. Now Jorah being cast into the
whale’s belly was made a type of Christ,
the etérnal God, being in the grave; for as
Jonah was three days and three nights in
the whale’s belly, so was the God of Jonah
three days and three nights in the heart of
the earth. Mats. xii. 40.

And when the prophet prayed there,

saying,



NONE BUT CHRIST. 83

Jonnk's
testimoay

saymg, I will sacrifice unto thee with the
voice of thanksgiving, I will pay that
which T have promised, salvation belongeth
unto the Lord; then did the prophet <ee
redemption by Jesus, which was his God,
becoming flesh, or man to die for man, and
to lie in the grave for a moment.

Again, where he saith, I will pay that
which I have vowed; those words relate
likewice to God himself, as well as tie
prophet; ior he by faith beheld God making
a vow to himself to purchase redemption
by death. _

Again, when the prophet said, thoun hast
brought my soul from corruption, then did
he intimate and preach to the discerning
seed, that his Redeemer’s soul should not
be left in hell or the grave. .Aects 1. 27.

Jonah preached Christ more in tie
whale’s belly, and saw more than when he
was forth; when he was in the greatest
darkness as to the outward man, then was
he in the greatest light as to the inner man;
for the internal eye could look towards the
holy temple of God, not to the temple
made with hands, as of wood and stone,
but to a temple of flesh and bone, even to
the body of Christ, which was to be, and

L was
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was in faith’s account voluntarily offered
up. Heb. x. 10. This was the sacrifice,
the living sacrifice, that caused thanks-
giving. So that by the testimony of the
prophet Jonah,

There is none but Christ: none but
Christ : no other God, but the mian Christ
Jesus in glory.

CHAP. XII.

Sheweth that the prophet Micalb's faith,
life, and doctrine was pitched wholly upon

God’s becoming man to save man.

Mical's THE prophet Micah sheweth the wrath

i of God upon the wicked seed of the
house of Jacod, and contends with their
rulers for their oppression and pride, and
with their priests and prophets that preach-
éd for hire, and walk in lies, and tells them
that God was coming to punish thein, and
to trample upon their high places of wor-
ship, and their high priests too.

The Lord by the prophet further told
them, that their worship and offering were
all contemptible; for all that the Lord re-

quired
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3 ) » 3 . .*‘ g Mi )'.'J‘
quired was but these three things; First, oo

and, Thirdly, To walk humbly with God.

But these two latter things are proper
for the elect, for to show mercy and to walk
humbly, is also to do justice; that is, doing
the twa first, then to walk humbly, that is
to hold themselves to the prerogative power
of God, to do with them as he pleases.

Now to these that could receive no mercy :i;id,géfé av'ilf4.

from their oppressors, to these the Lord
promiseth mercy, by becoming flesh to re-
deem them; for, said the prophet, they are
so merciless, that the best of them is but as
a brier, and the most upright among them
is sharper than a thorn hedge; for they will
give no conscience hberty. '
" But to leave that seed to their law, and
the wrath of God in that law for them to
struggle withal, and come to the prophet’s
spiritual declarations to the seed of faith,
whom he is minded te honour.

The prophet, when he had said that the .
Lord will come down from heaven, after-
wards altereth the word a little, saying, I
will bring an heir unte thee, and this heir
that he was to bring, is called the glory of
Israel. 'This is Isaac’s heir, and the heir
of heirs, even God himself.

,15.
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s, And when the heir of heirs shall come,

v then, saith the prophet, the wicked shall
lay siege against him, and when they see
hiin, they will say, not knowing what they
say, This us the heir, come let us kill him,
that the inheritance may be ours by law.

But this heir conquering by death, will
say, those mine enemies that would not have
me to rule over them, when I come in my
great power, they shall move oat oi their

vi.1z. holes like worms; they shail be afraid of
me, the Lord God whom they scotfed at,
saying, where is the Lord God, belold
now shall they be trodden down, bring thein
before me thas I may slay them.

But as for them that received me in
Bethlehem, 1 will have compassion; for
who is a God like thee, saith the proplet.

As if the prophet should say, is there
any God like unto our God, that wall be-
come a child, be born, and made heir of

earth as well as heaven, and also will make
b7 us all heirs with him of that purchased

e kingdom of heaven. In a short time after
he comes, his power will be known and
felt to all people, good and bad; for who
is a God like him that comes out of Sion,
as to his-birth, and after out of Egypi as

‘ to

ver: 40.
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to his conquest. These ways of his coming Mieats
forth are marvellous things; his works _
wonderful, and his counsels admirable.

As to the wicked, when he comes, he
will blind their eyes, they shall not know
him, but shall have him in derision, and
though he is the judge of Israel, yet they
stiall smite him with a rod upon the cheek,
«nd wien they have put him to death, they
will then say, now where is your God, but
ti.ey shall aiterwards see to their shame,
«nd be confounded, when our God ariseth
to make his power known, then shall they
be afraid of this child, of theis heir, of this
judze, of this man, of this king, that came
down irom heaven, and by the way of Sion,
and is Sion’s God, Lord, and Christ. There-
fore wait for him about Bethlehem, though
a place of small account amongst the thou-
sands of a blinded Israel ; yet from thence
look for him, for from thence he shall come
forth, that is to be the ruler of Israel, whose
goings forth have (been as well) from of
old, from everlasting asin time. Thisis
the Lord our God, and Sion will behold it
n the latter days.

And then will Szon make her return of
thankfulness, joy, and praise, in this man-

ner
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ner following, Come and let us go up unte
the moutain of the Lord, he will teach us
his way; he hath ealled us unto him, and
we will walk in his paths, which are paths
of peaee, and 3 law of love: our kingdem
is a kingdom ef eoncord, therefore we shall
beat our swords into ploughshares, and not
learn war any mere, as with a sword of
steel, but with the sword ef the spirit only,
and with that we shall thresh, beat, and
cut in pieees many people, and we shall
sit every one under his vine, none shall
make us afraid ; for whe is a God like our
God, who will gather us as sheafs into his
floor.

Thus by the elear testimeny of the pro-
phet Micah. .

There is none but Christ; none but
Christ ; no other (zod but the man Chyist

Jesus in glory only,
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CHAP. XIII

Shewing that the prophet Nahum’s faith
and doctrine was pitehed wholly upon
God’s becoming flesh.

"['HE prophet Nahum had a vision of the
judgment of Nineveh, wherein all
wicked people are included, therefore said
the prophet, woe to the bloody city; this
city is every where where wickedness ts;
this city is called a well favoured lLarlot,
and the outward beauty, or outward ponip,
whether as to religion or state policy, doth
bewitch the nations; for the subtility of
reason is a witch, and the highest reason
captivates the lowest, and becomes a mis-
tress. These are the women; this is the
whore, this is the harlot, whether Ninevek
or Babylon that selleth nations.
But after the prophet had delivered his

8

Nahwin's
testimony.

Chap. iv.
iii. 1,4, 14.

vision of judgments upon the wicked city, ;. 5.

he turns himself to the holy city, the seed of
faith, the true chnrch, to comfdrt her, say-
" ing,
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1ng, in this wise, the Lord is good, a strong
hold in the day of trouble, and he knoweth,
and owneth them that trust in him.

This strong hold is manifested in flesh,
and faith in this God is a stronger hold
than the well-favoured harlot hath or cun
have, though their reasons ‘and outward
shews their bulwarks, and their ioriiless
God their strong hold.

But this will not save them in the day of
trouble, but the Lord that comes of Judah
will be Judal’s hold and sanctuary, when
persecution comes from reason’s mount in
this seeming beautiful city.

Now the prophet shews, that all the elect
were waiting for his coming, and in chap.
1. he presents him to them in a note of ad-
miration, saying, Behold upon the moun-
tains the feet of him that bringeth good
tidings, and publisheth peace, as if the
prophet should further say,

Behold by faith I see him that is the
saver of Israel coming, leaping and skip-
ping upon the mountains; skipping first
from heaven to earth; 2dly, From the earth
to the cradle; 3dly, From the cradle to the
cross; and lastly, From the cross to the
crown again. This will make Judah keep

the
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the solemn feasts, seeing she is to be freed |\ 7
and deliveied from the wicked city.

Thus by the testimony of this prophet
Nahum.

There is none but Christ; wnoune but
Christ ; no other God at all but the man
Christ Jesus only.

CHAP. XIV.

S‘kewing the prophet Habakkuk’s faith and
doctrine was founded on God’s becoming
flesh, or man.

THE prophet in his spiritual declarations y,pum.0

to the elect, begins his prophesy, say- ¢ o
“ing, how long shall I ery, O Lord, and
thou wilt not hear: for he saw that almost
all were grown incredulous, not looking
after the accomplishment of the promise,
or believing there ever would be such a
thing, and hence at the very time, when
the Lord from heaven should come by his
commission of blood, the prophet did see
by faith, that most men would look upon *vi-17.
him, wonder, and perish through their re-
Jecting of him.

M But
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But saith the prophet, I will stand npon
my watch, I will wait that I may be an-
sweved by vision, and the vision was that
the Lord God would come; for said he, it
is certain, and the just shall live by faith in
the person of him, who was their Lord, and
would become man; therefore saith the
prophet, wait for him, wait with me, for
the vision is for an appointed time, but at
the end it shall speak, and not lie; wait for
it, for i1t will assuredly come: for it is by
faith that the just do live, and faith gives
assurance that the Lord, the promise, the
king of Israel, the Holy One, the mighty
God, the Rock, the Lord of Host, the glo-
rious Lord, and Lord in his holy temple,
that was from everlasting, and made the
mountains to tremble. I say, wait for this
God, for he will come and bring forth sal-
vation for his people.

Let the heathen, and all that will not be-
lieve this, wonder and perish; for behold
it will be such a work, that the multitude
can in no wise believe, no not those that
seem the most devout, and most zealous,
and the most honourable. These shall all
wonder at the work, and perish through
unbelief; for it is the just that live (not by
reason) but by faith.
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Therefore let such as have faith wait with Fe2ekkuks

me, and if I can see but little of this faith
in any, yet I will not be dismayed, though
the fig-tree do not blossom, &c. yet I know
he will come; therefore will I rejoice, by
this my faith, in the God of my salvation;
for this vision gives wisdom in the know-
ledge hereof, as the waters cover the sea. ii.1a.

Thus by the testimony of the prophet
Habakkuk. '

There 1s none but Christ: none but
Christ : no other but our God-man, Christ
Jesus, hlessed for ever,

iii. 17, 18.

CHAP. XV,

Shewing how that the prophet Zephaniah’s
doctrine was founded on God’s hecoming

flesh.
THE prophet (as all other prophets) Zephaniais

testimony.

having to do with two sorts of people -
i his doctrine to the elect, brings in God
to them as preparing a sacrifice, yet upon
the declaration thereof, there is a short in-
terruption, saying, Hold thy peace, as if he
should say, I see into the mystery of our
God’s



o4 NONE BUT CHRIST,

Zepharicl’s Grod’s incarnation  but to the end that those

may remain blind, that enquire not atter the
Lord, nor bave not sought the Lord, but
sware by JMilchom, putting God and Belial
together, I am to hold my peace from being
too plain as let them understand.

But as ior the elect, my poor afflicted
people, they may perceive who it is that
prepares the sacrifice, and bid the guests,
ter the Lord God of heaven will come, and
make a feast, and Judah shall feed there,
and be at rest. But such must have the
garment of the houase, the king’s livery,
made up of the righteousness of 1aith in thie
persen of a redeemer who is to come; wait
for him in that garment of belief. Bat
such as come to the sacrifice shall be punish-
ed that are clothed with strange apparel.
SMatt. xxn. 11,

Our God is coming. prepare for joy, and
when he comes, he shall famish Milchom,
Belial, and all the gods of the earth, who
refuse our Lord and Saviour; they shall
have no satisfaction or comfort, but shall
suffer hunger in the midst of plenty; for
they shall have a famine of peace.

But all those that faith hath meekened,
he will give them not only a new robe, but

a new

Yo

1
i i7, 8.
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a rew language also; this will teach them Z7mate
to call upon the name of the Lord in truth ;
when this language speaks, all other lan-
guages are but babble.

Now this Lord that gives tlas lip and
language, is no other but Christ, and though
these be his poor afilicted ones, yet they
are required by the prophet to sing and
rejoice for the coming of Christ, their king,

jii. 9, 13,

as thus,

Sing, O daughter of Sion, shout O Israel,
be glad and rejoice, O Jerusalem, the king
ot Israel, even the Lord is in the midst of
thee; he will save, he will rejoice over thee
with joy, as over the lost sheep of the house
ot Israel.

Now doth not the prophet here exclude
all other Gods; therefore by the testimony
of this prophet Zephaniah, it is clear, it is
plain, it is to us certain and sure, that -

There is none but Christ; none but
Christ ; no other God but the man Christ
Jesus m glory.

CHAP.
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ver. 8,

NONE_BUT CHRIST.

CHAP. XVI.

Shewing how that the prophet Haggai’s
Jaith was founded on God’s becoming

Slesh.

"IHIS prophet gives the same evidence
with the rest of the prophets, wiien
he comes to preach to the select seed of
Adam, and under the type of the first
temple he brings in the second, making it
more glorious than the first, and Zerubabel
was the figure of him that was to come to
build the house, and to lay peace in the
foundation in that his second temple, and
then would he shake the heaven of men’s
hearts, that for sought justification by the
Jaw in the worship of the first temple, as if
the prophet should say, those that look for
Christ, the kingdom of God, they cannot
be shaken, because their faith and confi-
dence is fixed upon him that will stand fast
for ever; for that kingdom cannot be
moved. “
The heart of him that is strong in be-
lieving in him, shall be tilled with joy, love,
' and
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and peace, and this is the silver and the [J22oe
gold most precious.

Be strong, O Zerubabel, and Joshua, and
all the people of the land, that you may
make this temple glorious for a while, to
please the zealots of the law, who love a
glittering outward shew : but this temple
shall not stand for ever, though now new,
yet a newer will come, that is not made
with hands, it shall stand for ever, and be
filled with glory, and when you lay the
head corner stone, then shout for joy, all
you people that see the signification of it,
and cry grace, grace, it is grace to the first
house, but grace, grace, to the second. The
first house, whilst building, holds a sword
of steel in one hand to resist the enemy
with, but the second house holds the sword
of the spirit, and this is the sword that shall
cut through all flesh, and shake both the
heavens and earth, as aforesaid.

Thus by this prophet it is as clear as the
light, that

There is none but CHRIST; none but
CHRIST; no other God but the man CHRIST
JESUS our Lord

CHAP.
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:
i

10.
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CHAP. XVIIL

Shewing how that the prophet ZecharialV's
Jaith and doctrine was pitched wholly
upon God’s becoming f'lesh.

"THE prophet Zachariah living at the
sare time as the proplet Haggai, was
sent with the like message concerning the

testoration of Jerusalem; the substance of

it, as to the elect, is as follows.

Be silent before all flesh (saith the pro-
phet) before the Lord, for he is risen up
out of his holy temple, being now to be
sent (or to come of his own free good will)
unto thee, O Jerusalem. Here the prophet,
by faith, seeing him coming, préacheth him
out in the manner following.

Behold the Lord, even the man whose
name is the branch, and le shall build the
temple. Therefore shew forth your joy,
you virgin daughter of Sior, to whom
knowledge and belief is given, and peace
is planted; for he will dwell among you,
and be with you; he will build the temple,
and is the head-stone of it, and the stone

with



NONE BUT CHRIST. 96

with seven eyes upon it. Seven several 7 :fl";ggf’ i
portions, divers gifts and graces, all flows )
from this stone, Rev. xiv. 31, from this

rock, from this Lord that isa coming to save

his people, and he shall bear the glory, and

sit and rule upon his throne; ior there is

no co-partner with him, and his dominion

shall be from sea to sea, for thut there is

none that shareth with him. v

Sing therefore, and rejoice, for the thmcr
is done, and the headstone is brought forth i
with shouting, crying, grace, grace, to it,
Johni.17. Rejoice, therefore, you that ax
not yet his people by covenant. 1. Pet. i.
2, 3, 4, when he comes he shall call the
Gentiles, and speak peace unto them, being
a priest epon his throne.

Rejoice, therefore greatly, O dangl.ter of
Sion, for behold thou hast but one king,
and he cometh, he cometh from amongst
thee as a man to save man. Luke xix.38.
he is just, having salvation, lowly, and
riding upon an ass. JMatt. x1. 28, be you
humble and receive him, and hold to him,
for he 1s the covenant of life, the fountain,
set open, and the Lord your God.

This is he that saves the house of Josepk, = ¢
and loves Ephraim, because Ephraim has

N no

viii. 12
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Zachariek's 11 gther God, and so makes his heart to

testimony.

1X. 11,

i, 12

rejoice, and will canse their children to see
and know, that this king that comes riding
n such great humility to Jerusalem, is that
Lord God from heaven, that is coming to
build up Jerusalem.

Behold him, behold him, O Sion, for he
conres unto thee with redeeming grace;
hearken, and you may hear him speak to
you in this wise, saying,

I will come, and save my people, and
will make myself known to them, and will
rejoice over them, and love them freely;
for my love is such, as that I will lay down
my life for them; for by the blood of the
covenant I have sent forth the prisoners,
even the prisoners of hope that waited

for me.

They hoped for me, and my promise was

to redeem them; they beheld my promise,

and now I have sealed the covenant with my
blood, and they are redeemed thereby.

I am valued by the wicked but at a low
rate, I bade them, if they think good, give
me my price, and if not forbear; so they
weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver,
a goodly price was I praised at. JMait.
xxvil. 9.

But
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But I being the shepherd of Israel, they Zectaciak's

testimony.

shall smite me, and the sheep shall be scat- -
tered; they shall look upwon me whom they ,; 5,
have pierced, and shall quake and tremble,
lament and howl, when after all this they
see me come with power and glory to give
reward, when I stand on mount Olivet, ¥+
JMatt. xxvi. 30. There will they appre-
hend me, and there will I shew myself unto
them at the last day, with all my saints and
angels about me. From thence shall I
ascend, and te that place shall I descend,
then will I smiteall people thatfight against xiv 12
Jerusalem. And the elect seed tor whom I
shall die, they shall look upon me also, at
that day, whom their sins have pierced,
and shall mourn for me.

At that time will there be silence in hea=
ven for half an hour, Rev. viii. 1. namely,
for three days and a half, nothing will re-
Joice but sinand satan, the graye and hell ;
but though the sheep then be scattered,
and the elect families do mourn, yet as soon
as the king of Israel is revived, they shall
revive,

Thus the prophet’s doctrine is clear, that
there is no other God but he that came
{rom heaven, and took our nature upon him,

' and



199

NONE BUT CHRIST:

ety and so laid down his whole life for our-ran-

yiv. 17,

som; so that there is to be no more kings,
kut this one Lord, and whosoever, saith
the prophet, worshippeth any other God,
shall be destroyed.

Also, saith the prophet, all the elect in
all nations, and tamilies shall come, and
worship this king as the Lord of host, and
keep the feast of tabernacles yearly, and it
shall ram righteeusness upon all that come,
and they shall be separated from others;
for na eursed Canaanites shall be amongst
them, all idal shepherds shall be cut off
that own not the shepherd, the stone of
Israel, to be the true God, and there is no
other. .

This is the substance of the doctrine of
the kingdom of God, the king pf Israel, by
this evangelical prophet: so that it 1s as
clear as the sun at moon-day, to any that
have but the least measure of true faith,
that by the testimony of the prophet Za-
ckariah, that

There 1s none but Christ; none but
Christ ; no other God but the Lord Jesus
Christ, now in glory.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XVIIL

Sheweth that the prophet Malachi’s faith
and doctrine to the elect,was wholly fived
upon God’s becoming fiesh, and so a
Saviour.

"HE prophet Malachi, the beginning OPiﬁ‘iiﬁﬁ.i;f.
his prophesy grounds upon two seeds; )
with rejection to the one, and election to
the other, most of lus two first chapters
treats upon Esaw’s nature, though in carnal
Isaael’s seed, and shews that that nature,
whether in Gentile or Jew, will never please
God, let it act forth itself in religion, or
any other way. '
But the prophet in the other two chap-
ters directs his speech to the elect seed : for ™ '™
that seed being under the blessing (though
in eaptivity, darkness, and ignorance, of the
mind) it must have words to quicken that
seed as lay dead, that so it might be ca<
" pable
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j. 11,13,
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pable of its blessings, which are spiritnal
and eternal.

And the other seed of Israel, according
to its obedience or disobedience, it is met
withal by the prophet; for in its obeying
the law, it will have the blessing of the
law, and if disobey the law it will have the
curse.

Wherefore then doth not the 'prophet
speak unto both seeds in the manner fol-
lowing; you that boast of your worship,
your offerings and sacrifices signifynothing,
your oblations are nothing; if you behold
not me coming down from heaven, all your
building which you have set up, shall be
thrown down by me.

You have no offering that answers my
offering; you offer the blind and the lame,
I offer. myself pure, and in all perfection.
See the laws of purification. Levit. xxi.
17,18.

But to return to my own people with a
spiritual covenanty for that i1s with you,
even you of the spiritual Levi, and my
word and command is there, which makes
them to give glory to my name; for my
covenant is life and peace. I am he, and
will send my messenger hefore me to pre-

pare
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‘pare my way; he shall be the messenger of Jin"s
my covenant, which is. myself; you are”"*
seeking ror me, wait for I shall suddenly
come, I have hearkened and heard, how
that yon my persecuted flock, have privately
niet together to meditate upon my name,
and now" when I come, I will remember
you: for you are in my book of remem-
brance, and are the jewels o5’ me the Son of
rvighteousness, who 1s coming with healing
in his wings. Behold my messenger is at
hand, and he shall bear the name of 'Elias;
this Elias must come to prepare the way,
not in person, but in spirit, in the spirit
and power of Elias. I shall come before
him, and yet I shall send him by Elias;
then shall those that receive him turn to
me their Lord, and be blessed ior evermore:
Amen.

This is the substance of the prophet
Malachi’s doctrine of the one only true
God.

Thus we see that all the prophets of the
first commission do unanimously agree to-
gether in their doctrine of one personal God;
so that by the evidence of them all as a
periect witness, it is as clear as the light to

all
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Matackis all that are appointed to eternal life by
Jesus Christ our Lord, that
There 1s none but Christ: none but
Christ : no other God before or besides, or
distinct from the Lord Jesus Christ, though
millions of men should gainsay it.

-~



NONE BUT CHRIST,

PART 1I.

CHAP. L

Shewing that all the apostles of the Lord
Jesus Christ do give evidence, that the
foundation of all happiness, according to
the prophets, lay in God’s becoming flesh,
and that their Lord Jesus Christ was
that God now becoming flesh.

HE four Evangelists writings is that Matthew's
spiritual sepulchre of Jesus wherein Matt. xvi 21.
lieth buried that incomprehensible mystery
of God’s cloathing himself with flesh and
bone, that he might make himself capable
to suffer death, knowing within himself
that he had power te quicken again into
life. '
0 But
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But to come to their evidence, let us
begin with Matthew, and see whether he
doth own any other God, but the Lord
Jesus only.

In his first chapter he laying down the
genealogy and birth of Jesus, brings it to
this, that JMary the virgin was found with
child of the Holy Ghost. And Luke saith,
that the virgin wife Mary was over sha-
dowed by the Holy Ghost, which Holy
Ghost was the Holy God, and {rom hence
Matthew gives him his name from the angel,
answerable to his nature, Jesus a Saviour
of his people; so that this child Jesus had
a people of his own, of whom he was their
Saviour, and lest it should be thought from
that his mean appearance, that he was not
of capacity sufficiently to save, therefore,
said the apostle, he is God as well as man,
and his name shall be called Immanuel,
which by interpretation is, God with us.

- Now seeing it is so, that Christ Jesus is
God with us, and not only so, but God with
us, his own people, then we need not fear,
neither need his saints seek he]p from any
other God.

Neither did the apostles believe, worshlp
or serve any other God or Lord at all, not-
t ‘ withstanding
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withstanding those several titles of Father, f’g‘fﬁﬁf;
- Son, or Holy Glost. | '

But then it may be demanded how we
are to understand those sayings of Matthew,
of God’s forewarning the wise men in a
dream, and of the Father of Christ so often
mentioned by the apostles, as if it should
nnply another God, or Father besides Christ.

Now the answer to this may serve for all
other places of the like nature, therefore
take it as follows.

Before that God became man, he per-
fectly foresaw all things that should be
done. :

Therefore he spake the decree, and left
the virtue of his word in the hands of
trustees in the heavens above, the virtue of
which word may be called God, for there xsiv. 3s.
is spirit and life in the word of God. John
vi. 63.

And because that God-head power can-
not be acted butin a personal being, there- :;wﬁp;redm
fore did the Lord of heaven make .Mosesxc:11.
and Elias his representatives, through his
committing unto them his everliving word
before spoken unto them; which everliving
word beiore spoken was the God that
warned the wise men as abovesaid, and ™™
raised from the dead.
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NONE BUT CHRIST.

And that Moses and Elias had. this
power and authority given them, is evident,
and the apostle proves it from his Lord’s
own words, chapter xxi. In that parable
Christ saith, that the Son of Man (meaning
himself) is as a man taking a far journey,
who_left his house, and gave authority to
his servants. See for one of them, Rev.
xix. 10.

Now this Son of Man was no other but
God himself, who came into this far country,
and gave authority to his servants /Moses
and Elias, to watch over their Lord, and
all other things (they being taken up to
heaven for that end and purpose) until such
time as their Lord was asended again.

This opens all those places of mention
being made of the Father; far all such
places do either relate to the God-head
spirit of Christ within his blessed body, or
to his own representative pewer, committed
into the hands of his deputies JMoses and
Elias.

Observe, for further proof, when Christ
was transfigured -on. the mount, was not
Moses and Elias the instruments thereof,
again, was 1t not one of them that comforted
him in his passion when he was to drink
that dreadful cup.
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Again Elias and .Moses were them two ff;‘lfl’;gﬁ’y
angels that attended Christ’s sepulchre, and ***#-*
rolled away the stone from thence, and
were instramental to his resurrection.

Had there been any other God 'would
lie not have appeared, did God appear to
Abraham, to Isauc, to Jacob, to Moses,
and the prophets, and would he neglect
his son; O no, O no! tor this Son, was
humself, and that voice that came out of
the clouds, saying, This is my beloved Son,
proceeded either fromn Moses or Elias—
"This tulfils that seripture, He shall call me
Father, and L will say he is my Son. Pasl.
Ixxxix. 26.

Moreover, where it is prophesied of that -
Elias should come, Christ declares by his i, iz,
apostle, that Joan Baptist was that Elias,
and the faith of the scripture is, that John
had his commission from Elias, and so
came in the spirit and power of Elias, Mal.

iv. 9.

Furthermore, Moses and Elias, were the
watchers of Israel, they watched over Christ
in his birth, in his transfiguration, in his
passion, in his grave; in his resurrection,
and in his ascension, saying to the specta-
tors that saw him ascend, this same Jesus

that
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that you see to ascend, you shall in liké
manner see him descend. Aectsi. 11.

Much more might be said, but it is suf-
ficient to the seed of faith, Now to go on
observe the doctrine of Jesus Christ, God
blessed for ever.

Come unto me, all ye that are heavy
laden with your sins, and under the bands
of a legal administration, and I will ease
you, and give you rest. The yoke I shall
lay upon you, is but to believe in me, which
belief is the true baptisin; that is, to receive
me as the Lord and Saviourj for to that
end I came, even to seek and to save the
lost sheep of the house of Israel, whose
righteousness 1s not in the law, but in
belief of me.

Therefore, whoever doth so far believe
me, as to forsake all for my sake, and cleave
to me as their Lord and Saviour, he shall
have everlasting life; for I came to give
my life a ransom for my elect. I am the
king of Israel, and now the kingdom of
God is amongst you. I am the stone that
was prophesied of to be rejected, but shall
bruise them to pieces that do reject me.

But he that receives me is blessed, and
he that suffers for me is blessed, and he that

hungers
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hungérs and thirsts after my righteousness
is blessed ; I am he in whom the Gentiles };'3;" ™

xvi. 27.
are to trust. ' XL 41,

. . . 1 «  ¥xiv.3I.
The Scribes and Pharisees glory in their iz, 3.

temple: I am greater than their temple, e
for I am the Lord of the temple, nor their
sabbath is not so great as me, for I am
Lord of the sabbath also; yea, I am the
Lord of Hosts, for all the angels of heaven
are mine, and are to do my will when I
come in a Father’s glory, which I had from
all eternity : then it will be known who I
am, and that the scriptures did bear witness
of me, and that I am he in whom the
Gentiles trust.

But before this day of my exaltation I ﬁﬁlzsigid
shall be betrayed into the hands of sinners,
and shall be condemned to death, but shall
rise again to a Father’s glory, and shall
manifest the same, by becoming the judge
of quick and dead, and to give reward to
small and great; by this you may know
who I am. xxiv. 14, 11.

And you my disciples shall bear witness
to'me, and my name shall be preached
through the world, and false prophets, and
false preachers shall arise, and shall preach
my name, but it shall be but for Tucre’s

sake,
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tcamony sake, and honour; for my name shall be

©i-16, 22 common, but my nature and. person shall
not be known amongst them. But when
I come to put an end to this wicked world,
then will I plead with them, and bid them,
Depart from me as workers of iniquity ;
and to the sheep that are at my right-hand,
they shall hear me say, Come ye blessed of
my Father (of my God-head spirit, which
is the everlasting Father) énkerit the king-
dom prepared for you before the foundation
of the world.

CHAP. 1l

Shewing that the gospel by Mark, is the
same with Matthew; namely, that Christ
Jesus is the one only and alone true God.

wres | HE apostle begins his history with these

Moamony words, The beginning of the gospel of
Jesus Christ, the Sor of God.

Now this Son of God was no other but

God himself becoming a Son, and the

apostle cites Malachi the prophet to prove

it, saying, Behold I send my messenger to

prepare thy way. Now whose way was it

that
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testimony.

that Jokn was sent to prepare, but the
Lord God of heaven himself, and therefore
the apostle brings in John, saying, Prepare
the way of the Lord, who is become flesh,
and so a Son, and in that Son an actual
Redeemer, and so may be called the begin-
ning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, or as
John calls it, the beginning of the word,
which word was made flesh, and was God,
and the christians never had more than one
God, not a divided God into several persons,
but one personal Jesus only.

And here the gospel centres, and to
know Jesus is to know the gospel, and the
coming of him in the flesh is the beginning
of the gospel; the knowledge and belief of
which, is eternal salvation: and there is
no knowing of God savingly, but in Jesus
Christ; for peace and salvation is spoke to
us only in the name of Jesus.

The apostle in his history of his gospel,
brings in his messenger, Jokn Baptist,
preparing the way of the Lord, and he
makes his doctrine with the other apostles
to this effect following.

Now is coming the day of salvation, the
kingdom of God (which is Christ) is at
hand, which is the coming in of life and

P salvation,

Chap. i. 7.
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- salvation, being glad tidings of gospel love,

I come. before to give notice hereof, and
to prepare the way of the Lord God.

T baptize you with a preparative baptism
ot water. I have but the shadow, he hath
the substance, even the water of the life
eternal, which gives peace; this is his
baptism that cleanseth from sin, and giveth
life. John1.29.

You are all hasty to come to my baptism,
if that would serve you, you would be all
saved; if you will be saved, then shew
your fruits of faith, and-go to him and be
cleansed, formy baptism doth but prepare
for this; for aftér 1 have delivered my mes-
sage, mine must decrease, buthis spiritual
baptistn must increase. My baptisin is but
to shew you where life and salvation is to
be had; therefore behold the tamb of God
which taketh away the sins of the world.
This none can do, but this lamb of God,
which is God. JMait. 1it. 2. ,

I am not so great as you take me to be,
being  the least' m the kingdom of God,
being the concluder of the. law, and the
forerunner -of the gospel, even.the Lord,
who is mighty, and. then: I, whose shoe
lachet I am not worthy to unloose, for he

was
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was before me; therefore all .that will not Jf57~
yield to him, and receive Lim as their Lord

and Saviour, shall be cut down as with a
hatchet, and to suffer a fiery vengeance of

an eternal wrath.

Again, this evangelist doth prove from ii.s, 1.
the ‘mighty miracles done by Christ, and
the manner of the doing of them, that heis. 2.
was God as well as man, and not only so,
but Murk, and the other apostles do clearly
demonstrate, that he did it solely from his i 19,30,41.
own (God-head power, as'also what miracles . 30.
soever were wrought by tiiem, was all.done
by his name and power.

Observe the power of Christ; for by . .
three sentences he cures three persons of
their several diseases; as thus, 1st. Be thou , .,
clean. 2nd, Be thou opened. 3rd, I say
unto thee, Damsel arise. Now the word
being spoken, the work was done. The
curse . of the: fig-tree: was in these words,
never, no. anan. eat fruit of thee hercafter,
and the fig-tree immediately withered.—
Christ by one word speaking, rebuked the
wind and the sea, by saying, Be still.

All this is evident.proof that Christ is
not only God, -but that there is none dis-
tinct from him; for he calls to ne God or

Father

xi. 14,
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Father without him; but his own word is
his own work.

And the miracles that were wrought by
the apostles were all wrought in his name:
therefore, said Christ, In my name you
shall cast out devils, §c. and John saith,
that life is in his name, chap. xx. 31, and
Christ said, that they were to ask life in his
name: what was that, but to ask life of
God in that name and person of Jesus?
Jesus Christ being that God that is the
giver of life and salvation; and therefore
said Peter, there is no other name under
heaven whereby salvation can be had, but
in the name, power, and merit of Jesus,
These three words comprise all, and make
good that prayer of Christ, saying, Father,
glorify thy name, John xii. 28, which how
that 1s, Chrnist himself shews in his other
prayer, John xvii. 5. Glorify me (saith he)
with thine own self, with the same glory 1
had with thee before the world was.

So that it is clear and evident, that Christ
was God himself, only his God-head was
echipsed in Manhood for a moment; but
this Godhead and Manhood in that single
person of Christ, was that name that was
to possess a father’s glory, and was that

name
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name' the a,',postle said was above every Mot
name, and to that name Jesus or Christ,

every knee shall bow, as well in heaven as

in earth. Phil, ii. 9, 10, and it is written

upon that body of flesh and bone, the name

of King of kings and Lord of lords. Rev.

xix. 16,

But further, mind how this apostle Mark
brings in his Lord and Master, as JMaithew
did, speaking in this wise, saying,

The kingdom of God is at hand, the
gospel is come unto you, which bringeth .\, 4.
life and salvation; I am he which am
come to preach life and salvation. I am
the way, the truth, and the life, and that
one good God that will give my life for a
ransom.

All that do belieye in me are blessed, for
their faith in me shall make them whole,
and whoever shall lose his life for my sake,
shall find it again, and whoever gives any
thing for my sake, shall not lose his re-
ward; for life and salvation is mine to give.
Therefore believe in me, and you have
faith in God; for I will lay down my life ***
for you, for I am to be killed, but shall
rise again in three days; for I am that stone
which the builders and teachers of the law

reject,
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Mark's
testimony.

reject, but have you:faith in'me; and it will
L5 remove mouiitains. e therefore, thatis
baptized through belief of me; shall be
saved: for belief is the baptism of the holy
Spirit.
But he that believeth not shall be
wi 15, 10. Gamned, none can deliver out of my liand,
whien at the right-hand of all power, be-
cause all power will be mine. Heb. vi. 1.
and x1i. and xi1. 2.
~ Salvation and damnation are both in my
_ power.
Tiiis is now the substance of the gospel
by S¢. Mark, who bears witness.
That there is none but Chrisf; none but
Christ ; o other God but our Lord Jesus
Christ, now in glory.

a u o« CHAP. IIL

Shewing that the gospel by St. Luke is the
same with Matthew and Mark, proving
_the Lord Jesus Christ o be the one only
and alone true God. . )

Lues &T. LUKE in his first chapter, treating of
€h.i, 33, the birth; of Jesus, brings. in the angel
Gabriel, giving testimony, that that child

Jesus,
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Jesus, was God manifested in flesh, there- [ufes
fore calls him the just, and the holy thing,
and that his kingdom should be an ever-
lasting kingdom, nevertheless he should be
called the Son of God.

- Had the angel said he <hould be calicd
God, the word could not Lave born it,
although Isaiah said he should be cailed
the mighty God, but that was not to be till
this last age, as that the mystery of God
should be finished.

Again, Luke tell us, that Elizabeth by 1%
revelation did declare, that the babe that
then was in the womb of the virgin Mary,
was no other but God, ‘saying in her saln-
taion, Blessed art thou amongst women, and
blessed is the fruit of thy womb, and whence
¢s this to me, that the mother of my Lord
should come to me.

Again, Luke did declale that the virgin, ver- 25, 46.
through revelation, at ‘that instant did
know, that that holy thing that had entered
her womb, was God; for she gave God-head
glory to that babe within her, saying, My
soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spzmt
ngjoweth in God my Saviour.

At this blessed conception of the virgin,
Zacharias being filled with the gift of the
Holy

i. 33.
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i. 69,74,75.

1. 13

ii. 28.
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Holy Ghost, gave all the glory to that
child Jesus, saying, Blessed be the Lord
God of Israel, for he hath visited and re-
deemed his people, which is as much as if
he should say,

Now is the promise made good, the Lord
God is come from heaven to visit us, and
being the horn of salvation will redeem
us, being the light sprung from heaven to
give light of salvation; and thou, child of
mine, which is now born unto me, shalt
be called prophet of the highest, who is
not yet born, but in the womb of a woman,
springing up from a virgin of the seed of
David, thou art to prepare the way before
the face of the highest, even that babe which
is the high and mghty God.

No sooner was this blessed babe born,
but an infinite number of angels came down
to celebrate the Lord’s nativity with songs
of joy, to set forth their inexpressible love
to the seed of Adam.

When old Simeon took the child Jesus
in his arms, and blessed him, then did he
bless God that had blessed him; for hée ’
saw, by faith, that the child Jesus was God,
otherwise he could not be the light of the
Gentiles, nor the glory of his people Israel.

Now
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t Luke's
testimony.

Now Israel was forbid to glory in any bu
God, because God would retain his glory 170-%5:
to himself, but this blessed babe was that
blessed God that Israel was to glory in.—
Isa. xlii. 8.

Luke saith further, that the grace of God
was upon Jesus, and that he increased in
wisdom and stature, and mn favour with
God and man. '

Now Jesus must needs have the grace
of God upon him, seeing he was God, and
so he had the gifts and graces of God above
measure. John ii. 34. Christ may well
be said to increase in the favour of God;
is it any other, but that he increased in
strength and God-head, power, grace, and
virtue, &c.

Now behold the doctrine of Jesus testi-
fied of by Luke to be in the manner
following.

John Baptist's disciples came to Jesus,
saying, Art thou he that shall come, or shall
we look for another ?

Jesus said unto them, (havmg cured se- ;; o
veral diseases at that time) G'o and tell John
what you have seen and heard.

1. Tell John that the blind do see. Isa.
xxxv. 6, therefore I am he.

Q 2. Tell
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2. Tell John the lame walk, thereiore
I am he. JMatt. xv. 30. :

3. Tell John the lepers are cleansed, the
deaf hear, and thie dead are raised; thereiore
I am he.

4. Tell John the poor have the gospel
preached, and that they are blessed that
are not oftended with me.

5. I am he that Isaiah speaks of, and
the prophets speak of: tell John I am he;
the first and last: I am he. -

6. I am come, and done such works as
never man could do, therefore I am he,
and tell John I am he, and he knows I am
he, and witnesses to it. '

Jesus, -having preached thus to-John's
disciples and the multitude, turns his dis-
course to his own disciples, sending torth
seventy of them, speaking to this effect:

Pray you that the lord of the harvest
would send forth labourers into his harvest.
Now I am he that am the Lord of the
harvest, and I send you: - Go your ways,
‘tis I that send you. I am your Lord, set
forth tny name; he that despiseth you des-
piseth me, and him that despiseth me, des-
piseth my Tather or God-head spirit, and
0 sins against the Holy Ghost, being the

spirt

.1,2, 3,106,
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spirit-of true prophesy, and so shall be [k
damned to all eternity.

Therefore tread on these serpents that,
blaspheme, and in that you find my words™ **
to he true, and the devils are subject to you
through my name, yet rejoice not so much
in that, ‘as in that your names are- written
in- heaven; and that the mystery of the
gospel is revealed to you.

Therefore I am thankful to the God-head
spirit, who at this instant springeth up,
and maketh me to rejoice, seeing he hath
hid these things from the learned, and re-
vealed them to babes.

Wherefore he- that learns from me the
mystery of the gospel will have cause to
rejoice, and -will know - the Father, but
there can be no.knowing of me but by the
Holy Ghest. :

I cannot declare to you so much NOW as xii, 12.
when I am in the glory-of the Father, then B, o
will I send the Holy Ghost. Therefore,
you my apostles, wait till then, and tarry
at Jerusalem, until yon be indued 'with
power from on high; for when I am
ascended and glorified, it shall be done,
and all things needful to be known shall
come into your remembrance, then shall

my
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ey, MY blessing take effect upon you, and you

- shall worship me as your Lord and Ged.
Amen. So it shall be.
This is the substance of the gospel by
St. Luke, who bears witness that according
to the doctrine now stated,
That there is none but Christ; none but
Christ ; no other God but our Lord Jesus
Christ, now in glory,

CHAP. 1V.

Shewing that the gospel by John, his three
Epistles, and his Revelations wrote in
Patmos, is the same with Matthew, Mark,
and Luke, proving clearly, and much
more abundantly the divinity of Christ,
and that he is the one only and alone true
God, in a body of flesh and bone, now
in heaven glorified.

Secr. 1.
Join's oJ ESUS Christ is most clearly proved
iii. 13. to be the only true God in these six
msuring dotrines following.
Ch.i 14. First, Jesus Christ is said to come from:

heaven, and that he is above all, and that
his
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his glory was wrapt up in mortal flesh, Jotns

> testimony.

nevertheless, the apostle saith, he is above 7};2) and
all, now being ascended; coming down only
to give life unto the elect world.

Now Christ being above all, and his ;, 1, 44
name above every name in heaven and Xi_';ﬁ"j and
earth, where then must there be a God
above him. '

Secondly, The apostle saith, that this
God became man, by taking flesh upon him. b
God was made flesh (saith he) and we be-
held his glory as a son froin a father.

Now, if there never was but one God, 1. John iv. 2.
then it must needs be that God made or3
begot himself into a son; so that God is
Christ come in the. flesh, and  he that so
believes, is of God; but, saith Jokn, there
are deceivers gone out, that deny this doc-
trine of God coming in the flesh, they are
of Anti-christ,

As if he should say, in the latter times 1. Jounii. 1¢.
false prophets shall go out of the true doc-
trine delivered by us, and shall seduce 1. Jon vii
many; they shall hold forth another Christ,
for they will have a Christ without flesh or
a body, or person of his own, and a Father-

God that hath no body.
But yon that have the unction, will own

that
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that 'Christ:came in the flesh, and then you
have God in:that flesh, and-the Fatherin
that Son; and so he is God become flesh
and bone, in a real body of his ewn, in
which his whole pame is written, and 1s
read by the spirit.

Thirdly, Christ by his becoming flesh,
and suffering death in that flesh, became
the author of eternal life to those that be-
lieve him, and of damnation to those that
reject him: therefore, said John, he that
believeth on the Son is not conderaned,
but he that believeth not, is condemned
already. _

And the Lord that is this Son, saiti thus,
m the authority of a God, he that believeth
i me hath -everlasting life, and it he were
dead, yet will I raise him at the last day;
1or I am the resurrection and’the life; but
such as will not receive me, ‘shall die in
their sins,  and be raised again by me to be
damned. You seed of the serpent, you ask
who I am, when you have lift up the Son
of Man, then you shall know to your sor-
row who I am, and that I was before Abra-
ham, and the-I am that spake to Moses.

By this it is clear that there is no God
but Christ; whe hath-both-life and death

m
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in his hands, and the keys of Dawvid, and
sword with two edges, and is judge of quick
and dead, as now follows:.

Fourthly, All power is Christ’s being
judge of quick and dead. Do you mur-
mur, said Christ, because I make myself
equal with God? know further, that as the
Father raiseth the dead, and quickeneth
them, even so the Son quickeneth whom
he will, '

Here now is Father-hood and Son-ship
in an equal power, who must we cleave to
as Lord -over us? must it not be the Son,
yea, for the next words makes the Son
sole Lord and whole judge; whereby it is
clear, that the Son in his deity doth ever
comprise the Father, and, therefore, said
Christ, the Father judgeth no man, but
hath committed all judgment to the Son
to the end that all men may honour the
Son with the same honour as was due to
the Father.

Here it is clear, that Father and Son are
one personal being, who then after the sight
hereof, will be so bold as to say they are
two' persons distinct from each other.

When Jesus Christ, the Son, is upon his
throne, as judge of all, when then sits the

Irather,

129
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v. 42.
vi. 63.

John v. 22.
Rev. xix. 16.
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{e';’g;:fony‘ Father, certainly it is so, that one throne
serves one personal God-man Christ Jesus,
now in heaven glorified, and one faith hath
but that one Lord of a single person, as its
object to pitch upon.

Fifthly, Christ Jesus is said by John to
be Creator as well as Redeemer In the

W iy beginning was the word, which was Jesus

Rev.iv-11. Christ, and by Jesus Christ was every thing
made that was made, so Paul declares the
same. Eph.ii, 10. Heb.1. 2. Eph. iii. 9.
Phil. 1. 21.  Col. 1. 16.

It is further said, that he made the

110 world, though the world knew him not;
where then is there a Creator distinct from
the Redeemer, and where 1s there a Father
now but in that Son.

Sixthly, and lastly, The apostle, though
he speaks much of the Father, yet his po-

«30,ma Sitive sayings centresin the Son, and proves

% that whosoever hath the Son, hath the
Father. Therefore, said Christ, I and the
Father are one, not two persons, but one
personal glory; and when Philip desired
Christ to shew them the Father, he told
him that they that saw him saw the Father,
and that the Father was in him, all power
was his, -and all in his hand. »

‘ Again,



NONE BUT CHRIST. 131
Again, the apostle in his epistle, though /28 =

he speaks of the Father’s sending the Son, |'jon k%

yet nevertheless this Son is owned by him ion 8.
to be the Father himself therefore called

the eternal life which was with the Father;
what is that, but that he is the Father of
eternal life himselt? for, saith he, Abide in

him, that was from the beginning, what

was this abiding in him, but their believing

him to be God; for, saith John, he that
abides in the doctrine of Christ, hath both

the Father and the Son.

Again, saith John, Abide in him (not in I Johnii. 27.
them;) now this him was Jesus, as the next
words shew, saying, that when he shall
appear, we may have confidence. Again,
saith John, Behold what manner of love
the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we
should be called the sons of God. -

Now this Father and God is all com-
prised in the person of Christ, as the next
verse shews, saying, and now are we the
sons of God, and we know that when he
shall appear, (namely Christ, that God) we
shall be like him, for we shall see him as
he is (not as he is in reason’s account, but

I. John iii. 2.

as he is in faith’s account) one personal
God, and under the title of Christ or Son,
R shall
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shall be very God and eternal life ; all other
God’s are i1dols.

Therefore abide in Christ, stick close to
that name, for the Father is there, salvation
and eternal life is there. He that brings
not this doctrine, receive him not, nor bid
him God-speed, for he is an antichrist that
denieth Christ to be God become flesh, and
Father to become a Son; so that to have
that Son is to have the Father, and there is
the God-speed and blessing.

Secr. II.

I must still follow the evangelist, be-
cause he follows none but the Lamb, nor
owns no God but he, if we but see into
the spirit and life of his words, and to my
faith and light, he speaks in this manner
following.

Hearken to our message which we have
received from him that was from the be-
gimning, which is, which was, and which
is to come; the Almighty, even Jesus
Christ. Our fellowship is with the Father,
and with the Son, (not with them as two,
but with him) with him that is both Father
and Son; if you own this Son to be your

. God, you want not the Father.

We
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We know that the Son of God is.come, /M

133

"2 testimony.

and this is he that is now come by blood;
who came before by water, and we bear
witness to this blood, and that he is God
under the title of Son, and the spirit that
not only assisteth us, but cometh after as
a witness itself, and is truth, doth and will
bear record unto the truth of Christ, being
God, and are to finish this mystery of God
and in the days of the voice of the seventh
angel, when he shall begin to sound, then
shall the third witness or record come forth
to finish the mystery of God, which when
it comes it will declare its message as we
have declared ours.

But in the sounding of all these coun-
terfeit angels, truath will be trode under
foot, for the letter of our declarations will
be given unto the Gentiles, and they shall
make merchandize of it, after they have put
us true ministers to' death, and they will

get riches and honour by their ministry of .

the letter, and they will teach a false god,
a false devil, a false heaven, and a false
hell, and no true faith will appear.

But when the third record comes i,
then will the spirit of life from God enter
into the letter of our declarations (which

will

xi. 11.

Rev. x.1,7,
? and xi. 2.
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Joln's

vhaony, Will be as a dead body) and make'itfor to

Bevxx® stand upon its feet hy a lively interpretation

thereof, and the true believers under that

witness, will be the dead men that shall

not-live again, until the thousand years be

finished and more, and then shall truth

appear again upon the earth to complete

true prophesy, m a full witness to that re-

. cord in heaven, of Father, Son, and Holy

20,21.  Ghost, being one Lord Jesus Christ. All
other gods are idols. Amep.

Let the sober peruse the scriptures in the
margin and see whether the apostle speaks
not in this sense abovesaid.

sonxvii. 3. This apostle John sets forth the glory of

Rev.xix. 6,

17,and i. 8, hig Lord with great splendor. No greater

and xxi. 6,

1 titles of honour and dignity, name and re-

Jev.15  nown, was ever by the prophets attributed
Rev.it.  to Jehovak in the law, than John doth to
Jesus in the gospel, calling him the true
God, the great God, the very God, the
almighty God, the Alpha-and Omega, the
first and the last, the King of Kings, and
Lord of Lords, and Creator of the Worlds,
and that he hath the keys of Dawid, and
the sword with two edges, and had the
seven stars in his right hand, and that he
searcheth the hearts and reins of all men,

and
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and sitteth upon his throne alone, whose Joi
eyes are as a flame of fire, and feet like
burning brass, and his voice as the sounding

oif many waters, and his countenance as the

sun; for the kingdom of heaven hath no

need of the san, for the Lord God, which xxi. 3,
is the Lamb is the light thereof, and that
shining body from that spark of fiery faith,
illuminates all things; for I saw his person,

and witness to him. _

Thus we see that this beloved apostle,
who leaned upon Jesus's breast, and sucked
revelation there, being more conversant in
divine secrets than any other apostle, did
own no other God but Jesus Christ his Lord.

Therefore by the testimony of Jokn, with
Matthew, Mark, and Luke, it is as clear
as the light, that according as the doctrine
is stated now in this last stage, and under
this record prophesied of by St. Jokn, to
the finishing of that mystery that hath
been hid from ages,

That there is none but Christ; none but
Christ ; no other God or Father, but our
: Lord Jesus Christ, now in glory,

CHAP.
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CHAP. V.

Shewing that Paul’s doctrine is the same
with the rest of the apostles, proving
clearly to all that have faith in his doc-
trine, and the knowledge of discerning
gwen, that the Lord Jesus Christ is the
God become flesh, and is the one only and
alone true God, and everlasting Father.

pars M LTHOUGH Paul doth in several places

testimony.

Rom. i T, make mention of the father of our
POl 07+ W VIS Y

11 cor.i. 1. Lord Jesus Christ, as the rest of the apostles
1,12,15.  do, because their commission was but the
commission of blood, and so must render
Christ as a son, yet nevertheless Paul
owned no other God or Father, but what
lived and reigned essentially in Jesus, as

will appear in the following discourse.
Paul doth declare in each of his epistles,
that he is the apostle of Jesus Christ, and
actsix- 17 that he had not his commission from man,
compared o1 by man, but by the Lord Jesus Christ
-4 himself, then in heaven glorified ; for no
God ever appeared or spoke to Paul but

Jesus
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Jesus only ; and although Paul doth say, ol
that he is an apostle of Jesus Christ, and
of God the Father, yet this God the Father
was no other but that powerful voice out
of the blessed mouth of that glorious Jesus,
‘which said, Saul, Saul, why persecutest
thou me, 1 have made him a chosen vessel
to declare my name. In these words was
the God and Father manifested.
So that Paul’s commission from God the
Father, was through the mouth of Jesus
Christ, and the life and virtue of those
words in Paul, was the Holy Ghost, or the
gift'of the Holy Ghost, which impowered 1. cor. iii.e.
him to be an able minister; to set forth,
and preach the name of Jesus Christ; as
Lord and Saviour.
Again, if Paul saith in some places, that |
God sent his Son, and gave his Son in 62liv-¢.

and i. 4

other places, he saith that Christ gave him- et v-2.2.

Rom. viii. 24.

self: so let this last word stand as positive fiysi 1+
for the only God, to those that now look
for salvation by Christ; and it is but as to
say as the prophet Isaiah had said, being
- no intercessor I became the intercessor my-
self, and so said this Lord God, when he
was come, I lay down my life of myself;
I have power to lay it down of myself, and
have
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have power to take it up of myself. . See
Isa. ix. 16, and Ixiii. 5

For this is Paul’s doctrine, God became
man, and so an advocate, which could not
be, unless the Godhead was in him; for
man without God, could not be an advocate,
because no man is pure, but each defiled ;
but that which can be without spot is ca-
pable to be an intercessor.

Therefore it was that the apostle said,
that God was in Christ, reconeiling the
elect world unto himself, and lest it should
be thought, that God should be in Christ
but.in part, or by an influential light, as
in others, therefore, said Paul, the whole
God-head lived m Christ bodily, or per-
sonally, then it will follow, that God lives
wholly in Christ, and from hence these two
doctrines are clear.

First, That God is not bodiless; but hath
a body to live in, and that body is the body
of Christ, which body was, and now is, the
eternal Son of God.

Secondly, Where Christ is, there God is;
for if the God-head be wholly in him, then
is Christ whole God, and then there will
be no Father to send a Son, but that Son
which is himself, his divine God-head spirit
being the everlasting Father.



NONE BUT CHRIST. 139

© Again, if Christ had not been the alone i’ -
true God, Paul dould not have said that 4 ** 2*
he purchased the church with his blood ;

and further, the apostle said, that he pur-

chased it to himself, who then are they to
worship but Christ? Surely it is God in

Christ, and not God without Christ that

the saints do worship.

Did Paul ever preach any other Go
but Christ, witness that to the goaler, yet
this faith was judged heresy; but said Paul,
that which you call heresy, so worship I
the God of my fathers; which God was no
other but Christ. Therelore, said Paul,
speaking of election and the promise,
meaning Christ, of whose are the fathers,
and of whom concerning the flesh (that is
bodily flesh) Christ came, who is God blessed
Jor ever. Amen.

Here Paul shews that Christ was God
over all, and puts an Amen to it; what can
be more plain? Nay, so great was his love
to Jesus, that he mentions his name a
matter of seven times in one chapter.

And doth not his doctrine arise to that I Cor. viii 3
pitch, as 1o bless all such as believe in, and Epb-vi.
love the Lord Jesus, and to curse all such
as love not the Lord Jesus in sinceérity and

8 truth,

d Acts xvi. 3%
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trath, and is not his faith and doctrine
i 37, according as hereafter follows.

Rom. ix. 5.

Phil. iii. Walk so as you have us for an example,
caii.  for I must tell you, that I live by faith of
®m 3 him who loved me, and gave himself for
me, being God over all. |
Now would I be found in his righteous-
ness : before I knew him I was for my own
righteousness, as if I could perform the
law, but now it 1s the Lord Jesus Christ
that I fix upon for eterpal life, and count
every thing but dung and dog’s-meat that
I may win Christ. Nothing relishes but
Chiist, nothing pleases but Christ, nor sa-
L. Cor.i. 30, tisties but Christ; for he is righteousness,
Justification, wisdom, and sanctification;
yea, all in all to me.
So that the only knowledge I press after,
I-Cr % is to kmow Christ in his mighty power, as
to live and die, and to live again; for he
being risen and ascended to the right-hand
of all power, which is a Father’s glory.
Therefore I now look for him, accord-
-ing to his promise, from heaven, to raise
the dead, that died in the faith of him;
| cor.qo, fOrif he had mnot died and rose again, ‘the
172820 dead would mever have been raised, then
1 had it been well for the wicked, but mi-

serable
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serable for us that suffer for righteousness fimmny.

of believing in himi.  But behold our Lord SO 3, 4.
is risen, and so is the first fruits of those ity ey
that sleep in him; and as surely as he is

risen, so as surely he will raise all his saints

that did believe in himn, to receive with him

the glory prepared. Therefore look for this

Lord Jesus Christ from heaven, and look

for him only, and for no other God.

But you must wait with patience a{}g‘fsi,%?
while; for before this be, there will be afi fin i s,
falling away from this faith, which we . s
preach to you, and they will teach another PP 19,10
gospel : leaving the simplicity of Christ,
they will make a shew of faith, and of
Christ, but it shall be but in contention
and strife. Therefore seeing they will de-
part from the faith of Jesus (seated on his
throne in the highest heavens by his per-
son, and in the lowest hearts by faith) he
will depart from them, and will according
to the desire of their corrupt minds, will
send them strong delusions.

Then shall iniquity abound, and false ypheq. ii. 7.
teachers in a mystery, and all great wis- Q.“;“Bfie
dom, and fleshly learning must handle the 3 Tm. i o
matter, to delude the simple, and presently
after, the man of sin, or last great anti-

christ,



142 NONE BUT CHRIST.

Paul'g Ty . . 1 .
tcummy. Christ, shall be revealed ; but in those days

there shall be a cail again, for thie Jews
shall be called to the knowledge of our
Lord Jesus, and revelation, taith, and
kiowledge in the mystery of godline=s shall
Rom. 3. 25, arise, and fight again with the mystery of
iniquity, and shall strike at the man of sin
with the breath of God 11 that revelation

aforesaid.
2 Thess. i Therefore look not for the coming of the
;ng i 2,3. Lord till those things be fulfilled, yet keep
n8 . your watch, and stand you fast, that we
10. may rejoice with yaou at that day, and then

shall they have the revelation of his wrath,
that had not the revelation of faith in his
person, in that their day.
But as for ypu, that admitted the faith
2Thes.i10- of the oppression of God, when he comes
in his glory, he shall be admired by you;
for you will admire at the glory and sun-
shiny brightness of his blessed person; and
yon shall admire at his love and j0y> m
Phil.jii. 21, you, as to make your persons like unto his
1 Corviii-6. own glorious person ; lor he hath a person
of his own, equal with God, without rob-
bery.
Agam, Paul writing to Timothy, having
m his epistle to him, set forth all grace,
mercy,
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mercy, and peace, from Jesus €Christ his f;;"l’i‘,’;fmy.
Lord, afterwards ascribes all glory and
honour unto Jesus Christ, calling him king
eternal, immortal, invisible, and the onllei’"‘i'l'f"
wise God; and concludes it, that all honour
may be done to him, saying, To him be hon-
our and glory, for ever und ever, Amen.
Here Paul instructeth 7mothy where and
who the Father is: even in the person of
Jesus, is God and Tathier, lord and king,
grace, mercy, and peace, life, and glory,
and that for everlasting.

Paul lays Timothy a foundation, and _
would have Timothy to build thereon,s.
being the pillar and ground of truth, the
mystery of godliness; no God but what is
in Jesus, no God but the Lord Jesus, and
no Father to ascribe glory to, that is distinct
from the Son.

Wherefore then, the substance of Paul’s
foundation doctrine to Timothy runs thus:

‘Unto Timothy, my own son in the faith: N
I greet thee well, as an apostle of Jesus ™17
Christ, and by his commandment which is
my hope, my trast, and my lord. The
good thing, by me given thee, make use gy i 14
oi, even faith, which is wrought in thee
and given thee by the laying on of my

hands,

. 2.
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Pauls  hands, as I am ordained a preacher in verity

testimony.

1Tim.iv.14. o P ¢ @

2 Timvi 20, and truth, asit i1s in Jesus; so have I or-
a1y dained thee: I charge thee therefore, before

srm it Jesus Christ my lord, that thou observe
Te my commandinent. Be strong in the grace
;11’:,"‘ " that is in Jesus, and hold iast the form of
§T1'om " sound words, which lies all in Jesus Christ,

from which many shall swerve, and are
already gone.

But the true faith, life, and doctrine, I
have declared to thee; therefore let thy
prophesying appear, and be not ashamed
of the truth.

For in this Jesus have I believed and
taught to be lord and saviour; and let none
trouble me henceiorward; for I kunow in
whom I have believed ; I am the apostle
of Jesus Christ; this is my authority, my
answer to all that oppose me is, I know in
whom I have believed, even 1 Jesus Christ.
Let this stand as a bulwark or foundation.

Therefore, O Timothy, observe my doc-
trine, and build upon these twelve articles _
of my faith,which I will here lay before thee.

itmiis. 1. T believe that Jesus Christ is God
manifested in flesh.
atimito. 2. I believe that Jesus hath abolished
death, and breught eternal life.
3.1
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3. I believe that Jesus Christ is our God Zii
and Saviour, hope and trust. 1l i 15
4. T believe that Jesus Christ is the bles- ;x5 5. -
sed Lord God.
- 5. I believe that Jesus Christ is the most iy ;. 17.
wise God.
6. I believe that Jesus Christ is the im-
mortal and eternal Lord God. Tim.1.17.
7. 1 believe that Jesus is the only po-"
tentate. _
8. T believe that Jesus Christ is God of ™
all power, honour, and glory.
9. I believe that Jesus Christ is the bles-
sed and everliving God.
10. I believe that Jesus Christ is King
of kings, and Lord of lords. i. 15.
11. I believe that Jesus Christ is the -
Saviour of men that are saved.
12. T believe that Jesus Christ is judge
both of quick and dead.

i. 16.

vi. 16.

iii. 15.

2 Tim. iv.

This is Paul’s faith and doctrine to T%-
mothy, and when he writes to Philemon, Phil. ver. 1.
once doth he mention God as Father, but
he mentions him eight times as Jesus, as
thus,

1.1 am
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1. T am a prisoner for the testimony-
of Jesus.

2. T am Paul the aged a prisoner
of Jesus.

3. Grace and peace to you from
Jesus.

4. 1 rejoice at thy faith mn Jesus.

5. All the good things you enjoy are
m Jesus.

6. Still refresh thou my bowels in
Jesus.

7. Salute Epapaus my fellow-pri-
soner in Jesus.

8. The grace of our Lord Jesus be
with you. Amen. )

Thus we see now of whom the ends of
the world are come, that Paul owned wor-
shipped, believed, loved, served, or taught,
no other God but Jesus Christ, their Lord
and ours.

Observe Paul’s positive proofs of Jesus
Christ being sole God. Not one of those
sayings of his, but they will stand as a God
against all other sayings, and make all
other scriptures bow to them; for positive
can stand of itself, when privative cannot,
as God can stand of himself; so that by
this, you that have faith may see that Christ

: can

NONE BUT CHRIST.
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ean stand of himself. Behold Paul’s posi- J

tive saying is sammed up into those heads
above, and in these which follow.

1. There is no truth but what is in Jesus, gp. iv. 21.
then no God but Jesus.

2. Believe only in Jesus justifies; so 10 Rom.v.0.
God but Jesus Christ.

3. Every knee is commanded to bow to psa.ii 10,
Jesus; €0 no God but Christ Jesus.

4. Whoever calls on Jesus as Lord, shall Rom. x.
be saved; so none but Christ.

5. Christ is the image of the invisible Heb.i. 3.
God; so none but Christ.

6. Jesus Christ had the God-head bodily cot.ii.o.
in him; so noune but Christ. 5

7. God was in Christ, reconciling the 2 cor.ix.15.
world unto himself; so no God but Christ.

8. Jesus Christ gave himself for us; s0 ga.; 4.
none but Christ.

9. All riches, wisdom, and grace are in col.ii. 3.
Christ, Eph.iii. 11.-so none but Christ.

10. The world was created by Christ, ¢y, 5
Col. i. 16. =0 none but Christ.

11. Christ upbolds all things by his e is.
power; o none but Christ.

12. In Christ is hid all treasures of wis- ¢y 5 5.
dom, &c¢. so none but Christ.

T 13. One
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13. One God as one faith, even Jesus,
who is above all: so none but Christ.

14. Jesus Chuist, the high and mighty
God; so none but Christ.

15. Jesus Christ 1s God over all blessed
for ever. Amen. So none but €hrist.

Thus by the testimony of Paul, that
learned doctor in the spirit, who had been
wrapt up into heaven, and saw things un-
utterable; yet hath he uttered enough to
shew,

That there 1s none but €hrist; none but
Christ ; no other God but our Lord Jesus
Christ, though milbens of men should
gansay it.

%

CHAP. VL

Shewing that Peter, the apostle of Jesus,
taught nor preached no other God but our
Lord Jesus Christ only.

ETER, aithough he had his ‘doubts
and failings rather more than: the other
apostles after his call, before the Holy
Ghostwas given (to shew that without Jesus
we can do nothing that is good) yet was he
made
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made chiefof the apostles, being sorewarded 527
for his testimony, upon his answer to Christ,
saying thus: I believe thou art Christ, the

Son of the living God.

Now when Peter had laid down hisAcsii s
foundation, hebuilded upon it, and miracles
were wrought for a confirmation thereof,
and all the glory of the miracles given to
Christ ; therefore when Peter healed the
laine man, by saying, In the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, 1ise up and walk.

Now his faith in Peter’s words raised
hun, and he went with them into the
temple praising God; which God was ne
other but Jesus that had made him whole;
for as no other name was called on to heal
him; so no other God had that weorship of
praise given him but Jesus that healed
him, and therefore, said Peter, 1t is the
taith in the name of Jesus that hath made
him whole.

And now doth Peter begin to make the,
name of Jesus gloriouns, ascribing all power
and glory, life and salvation unto Jesus.
Therefore, he told the Jews that they slew
the Lord of all life, and though it be said
in the same verse, that God raised him from
the dead, yet Peter doth not mean that

there

iil. 15.
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iii. 18.
i.23.

i. 9, ver. 10.
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there was a God albove lom, as distinet
trom him, but he meuns his God-iead spirit
within his bles-ed body, that goickened in
a moment, and he knowing the virtue
thereo’, there ore said thatit wasimp.ossible
that he should be kept under death.

Peter begins his first epistle thus, saying,
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, which uccor:fing: to his mercy
Lath begotten us again unto a lively hope.
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Doth Peter here bless any God distinct
from Christ 2 noy for this God and Father
is no other but the life, soul, and spirit of
Christ, and it was faith i the word of
Christ that begat them to a lively Lope; for
that word of Christ was God and the Father:
for Christ had told them before that his
word was spirit and life. Jokn vi, 63, 68,
and that spirit and life was that Father that
raised him from death.

Again, saith Peter, this word brings sal-
vation. This salvation did the prophets of
old serch aiter, and the spirit of Christ was
mm them: who then was this Christ that
gave that spirit, but God the Father then
cloathed in his spiritnal body of uncom-
pounded purity, which was his eternal Son?

and
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and what God was that which raised Christ, P oy
but that spirit of Christ which was in the
prophets of old in the seed of faith, search-

ing and inquiring for the time of his be-~
coming flesh to save them.

For if God had not become flesh, and
died, and risen again, there could never
been any salvation for those that died and
roted in the grave: for if God would have
saved any, he must have taken them up as
he did Moses, Elias, and Enock, and as he
did Lazarus before he saw corruption. [I.
Cor. xv. 15, 16, 18.

But to come to the substance of Peter’s o
doctrine, as in reference to faith’s object, ver. 11, 23.
which is Jesus Christ, and you Wlll find it
to run in this line following.

Who by Christ you do believe in God, do 1 pet.i. s.

believe him to be God, who by that uncor- g

ruptible seed, doth make you to believe in i 4,5
Christ, who is God.  If your faith be there,
it will be precious, when you groundly
believe the virtue ot his blood that redeemed
you, and have tasted the graciousness of
Jesus by that your new birth, it ‘will Le
found to your praise at his appearing, wiio
then will give a crown of life. Come to
him as a living stone, you are the house

and
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2 Pet. iii. I8.
1 Pet. i.

18, 19.

2 Pet. ii.

NONE BUT CHRIST.

and church of the living God. Ii your
faith be strong in lim; if you make this
Christ your rock, your God, your Lord and
Saviour, grow in grace, and in the know-
ledge of Christ, the more knowledge, the
more love, the more love, the more charity;
let faith have its perfect work. There was
false prophets, and there will arise false
teachers, that will pretend to Christ, but it
will be but to gain riches and honour.
Those will be against all dominion, but
such as upholds them, and the will as Ba-
taam, bless and curse for wealth, and pre-
sume to speak evil -of things they know not.
And though they will prophesy in words,
that Christ is their Saviour, and purchased
their redemption by his death, yet they
will not give him his honour, power, glory,
and dominion, but do you that are his
saints, do you give hom all glery, who hath
really bought and purchased you by his
precious blood. He hath not bought false
teachers by the shedding of his blood as to
purchase them, but he hath bought them
so, as to have power to damn damnable
hereticks with eternal torments, and all un-
righteousness likewise thatoppose his bless-
ed person, and will have a God besides him.
Our
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Our beloved brother Paul hath wrote of Peters

testimony.

those things aforesaid, according to the3Fe 16

wisdom given him, and some of his sayings
are hard to be understood, which unlearned
men in the spirit wrest as they do other
scriptures unto their own destruction; for
it will appear evident that such things are
done; for,

1st, Observe that they that divide Christ | po 3 4.
from God, do wrest the scriptures to their '™
own destruction. Eph.1v. 5, 9, 10. Col.
il. 6. o

2ndly, And they that seek to be redeem-

ed by corruptible things, do wrest the,p, ;55
scriptures to their own destruction. Rom.

xiil. 3. Heb. ix. 12, 14, and x. 19, 29.
Col. 1. 20, 22.

3rdly, And they that teach and preach
for money, do wrest the scriptures to their
own destruction. I. Tom. vi. 5, 9. Jude xi.

4thly, And they that deny the Lord that
bought them, to be the alone true God, do
wrest the scriptures to their own destruc-
tion. Jude iv. '

5thly, And they that argue from God’s
long suffering, that there will be no end of ;
the world, nor day of judgment, do wrest
the scriptures to their own destruction. I.
Cor. xv. 32. Rom. ii. 4.

2 Pet. ii. 1.

iil. 4.
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1. Pet. ii. 8.
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6thly, And they that glory in a God or
Christ within them, and deny his person
without them, do wrest the scriptures to
their own destruction. Rom. x. 6,7, 8.
Epk. 1i. 17 Col. . 3.

7thly, And they that hold forth a God
of several persons, or a God of an intinite
formless spirit, without any person, do like-
wise wrest the scriptures to their own de-
struction. I. Cor. viii. 6. Heb. 1. 3.

8thly, And they that think to be saved
by a bare profession of faith, without a
lively operation thereof, do like wise wrest
the scriptures to their own destruction.—
Rom. 11. 20. 2 Tim. ni. 5.

9thly, And they that hold free will, and
that a man hath power in himself to be
saved, do wrest the scriptures to their own
destruction. Eph. 1i. 8.

10th, And they that give not the Lord
Jesus full prerogative, power of life and
death, salvation and dainnation, do likewise
wrest the seriptares to their own destruction.
Rom. 1x. 20.

But you, my brethren, seeing you know
these things before, and have that grace of
wisdom, beware that you be not led away
mto these heresies, and fall from your own

stedfastness,
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Peéter's
testimony.

stedfastness, but grow in grace, 1 the true
knowledge o Jesus Christ, give glory unto 3¢ 1%
hin as your Lord and Saviour for ever and
ever. A.nen.

Thus it is evident by the testimony of
holy Peter, that great apostle of Jesus, that
was witness of his death, reésurrection, and
ascension, that according to the doctrine
stated, which is the true Christian doctrine
now in this age, that

There is nor never was, none but Christ,
none but C*hm'.st; no other God but our
Lord Jesus Christ, now in heaven glorified
in a body ot flesh ahd bone, brighter than
the sun, clearer than erystal, swifter than
thought, and sweeter than roses, to whom
be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

CHAP. VII.

Shewing that the apostle James, his doctrine
and faith, was pitched upon Jesus Christ,
- as the one only and alone true God.
HE first verse of James's salutation Jamess
declares that he owned no other God Janesi -
but the Lord Jesus; for, saith he, I am the

U servant,
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servant of God and the Lord Jesus Chyist.
James did not serve two masters, for God
and Christ are one, and that particle and,
doth not divide betwixt God and Christ,
but shews the union of the two natuyes;
for, if and should make a person, then the
national church might make four persons
in the God-head, from that saying of Paul,
in his exhartation to. the saints, to geta
full understanding, and then make their
acknowledgment of the mystery of God,
and of the Father, and of Christ, then add
the Holy Ghost to God and Father, and
\Christ? and there is four.
~ Again James saith, that every good gift
is from the Father of lights: this is Christ,
and no other; for he had told James bhefore
that he was the light of the world, and
here James preacheth him so, for all grace
comes from him. Light is glory, and
James calls Christ net enly Lord, or his
Lord, but Lord of glory, which shews that
all glory and dominion 1s his.
¥f Christ be God of all power and glory,
what room is there for any other Father or
God. This Jesus is he that James bids
the persecuted, saints ta wait for from hea-
ven. He did not tell them of any other
God
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God that was to come from there, even juimmy.
Christ that died for them rose again, and
ascended ; this was their God they were to
wait for.

Now the apostle speaking of their wait-
ing for Jesus, doth not only intend them
at that time in his days, but all saints in
all ages following; for those that died then
may be said to wait yet, and those that live
now, were exhorted to wait then; for the
time from then till now is but as one day
in faith’s account.

For there is no sensibleness of time in
death: so that thote that died in the apos-
tles days, are but as a day beforé us, and
the end of the world will be but as a day
after us.

So that eternal life is not yet attained to
any otherwise, than in the soul of assuranée,
First, the Lord of life must come, and all
saints whilst in life are to be in a waiting
posture, even unto the death of the sov.l,
which is a sweet sleep in Jesus, and when
he doth appear, then shall they appear in
glory; for he is the resurrection and the-
life. I. Thess. i. 10. II. Thess. iii. 10,
Col. iii. 4.
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Jumece . Thus we see that James gronnded the
" twelve tribes in {aith and obedience to Jesus

Christ only : for, saith he,

f. 17. 1. Jesus Christ was the Father of)
lights. _

1s. 2. Jesus Christ was him that begot
them. - ,

iv. 12, 3. Jesus Christ was the saints law-| .
giver. g

. 1. 4. Jesus Christ was the Lord of all | &
glory. | :

v.9. 5. Jesus Christ was the judge at the | 3
door, ' ’ 9

_— 6. Jesus Christ was the God looked é
for from heaven. _

- 7. Jesus Christ was the God of the
Gentiles. '

iv.5, 50 8. Jesus Christ is Lord and God, and

e giver of grace and wisdom.

-

Thus by the testimony of James, the
apostle of our Lord, it is made clear an
evident enough to the wise, that

There is none but bChrist; none but
Christ ; no other God but our Lord Jesus
C’Ih"z's_t, now in glory.

CHAP.
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CHAP. VIII.

Shewing that the apostle Jade, the brother
of James, that his doctrine is agreeing
with the rest, proving Jesus Christ o be
the one only and alone true God.

IN verse the first, he, as all the rest, does
read his commission; and his commission
was from Jesus Christ ; this shews his au-
thority. ’ Now if a man preteud to be a
messenger of God, and canuot produce a
commission froin God by voice of words,
or from him that is so chosen, he mani:ests
himself to be a deceiver and a counterfeit.
Bat to the matter in hand, Jude, as a
trae apostle-directs his epistle to the most
holy in faith, being by him described to
be such, who were sanctified by God the
Father and preseved in Jesus Christ, and
called. |
Now though the sanctification is ascribed
to God the Father, yet this God and Fa-
ther is but Lord and Christ, for he is it that
sanctifies as well as he preserves and calls,
and thereupon he had said in his prayer to
his

159
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his God-head spirit when earth, for their
sakes I sanctify myself, that they might be
sanctified through taith in me, who am the
truth, and thus writes Paul, saying, Christ
sanctified his church by his word, and
again, Christ sanctified his people with his
own blood ; that is, by faith in his blood.
Heb. xiii. 12. Eph. v. 26.

All prophets and apostles have given
forth, that God would, and did become man,
and would shed his blood for theredemption
of his elect. This being done and preached
forth, the elect, throngh this report, laid
hold of it, and believed it, according to the
report, and so came to be sanctified, and
made a holy faith.

So that God the father is no other but
Christ himself, even the word of his power.
What is it that is given or done to the
saints, bat it flows from Christ? Doth not
Jude here ascribe all gifts, grace, and
power, to Christ. Observe these six in par-
ticular, as,

1. It is Christ that shews his mercy to
you. Heb.ii. 17. '

2. It is Christ that preserveth you, and
hath called you to the taith. I1. Timothy
iv. 18,

3. It
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3. It is Christ Jesus that gives to you Judes
eternal life. Johg vi. 68, and x. 88, com-2"
pared», -
~ 4. It is Christ that gives you peace, and ,,
multiplies your grace. John xiv. 27, and
i. 17. ‘

3. Itis Christ that keeps you from falling 2.
wto error. Rev. 1ii. 10.

6. And it is Christ, that at the last day 24, 2.
will present you faultless before the presence
of his glory, which is himself. Col. 1. 28.

So that it is clear by Jude, that Christ
is Father as well as Son; so that according
to Paul, the whole God-head centres here,
and the faith in its being so, doth wholly
sanctify, as Paul likewise said, as 1 Thess.

v. 23, for all true faith pitcheth here, even
before the presence of the glory of Christ,
as Jude saith.

This Jude calls the great mercy answer- 2+
ing that divine faith, that the saints shall
be admitted mto the presence of the glory =
of Christ, when as all such as denied his
power of God-head glory, and live in wick- -
edness, shall with Cain, their Father, depart ™™
from the presence of the glory of Christ,
and fall before him.

Therefore the apostle exhorts the saints

to
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to mind his doctrine, and keep close to their
faith in Jesus; and seeing there did rise up
many opposers of his doctrine, and further
would do, put them forward for growth of
faith, that they inight be able to resist se-
ducers, that wonld shake their faith in
Christ, and yet would come to their feasts
of charity, as devils transformed into a shew
of christianity, pretending to belief in Jesus
as a Saviour of them, but not as their Lord.
And so were for the turning the grace of
God into wantonnéss, and not only so, but
would deny that the Lord Jesus was the
one only Lord God.
~ But observe the apostles words well, and
it will appear i substance as hereafter
follows :

Beloved, you had need of further exhor-

tation, and an increase of grace to with-

ver. 4.

stand these seducers, being reprobates, and
appointed for wrath. We have delivered

to you the church’s faith, which all the

elect must have, and so may be called a
common salvation faith. Mind, therefore,
the doctrine which you have been taught
by us; for deceivers will arise with false
doctrines, and would take you off from
your most holy faith, but you may know

: them
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them by these works, and there small o -
esteem of Jesus, although they profess him
in words, for they will deny his power and
glory. Theretore, if you live in what age
you 'will, and tind that men teach Jesus
Christy contrary to the common faith de-
livered you by us apostles, reject them, and ».
try their spirits by our words, and let the
conclusion of my epistle be the touch-stone, 24, 2
and the preservation of you for future
times, which is thus written. WNow wunto
him which is able-to Leep you Jrom falling,
and to present you faultless before the pre-
sence of Iis glory with exceeding joy. To
this only wise God our Saviour, be glory
and wmajesty, dominion and power, now,
and evermore. Amen.

So that whoever shall hereafter pretend
to preach Christ, and shall diminish this
his power, and dominion of being Lord and
God, he is to be rejected by all that have
the holy faith that was once delivered to
the saints in exercise, and they may be fur-
ther known by their pride, coveteousness,
and persecution; for,

1st, They will ascribe honour unto ve.1s
themselves, and will apply’ themselves to
the humours of such as are able to prefer

W them,
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them, and if they can set forth articles
that may be received by the great and
honourable of the world, then will they
sacrifice to it. '

2nd, This pusheth them on to covetous-
ness, for they are for getting riches, and
are hunger bit; they run after reward, and
will: teach any thing for money, being

- greedy dogs.

16.

1.

Also, they are such trencher chaplains,
and flattering parasites, that they will praise
and applaud their patrons or benefactors,
let them be never so wicked, telling them
that it they do but observe such a principle
or method of worship as they prescribe,
and accept of them for their minister to
pray for them, they shall be saved, for God
is merciful. Thus they have their persons
in admiration because of advantage.

3rd. That mothing shall hinder their
honour and glory, therefore they seek to
surpass the harmless innocent souls, scofting
at them, and langh them to scorn, and
complain against the faithful with bard
speeches, blasplieming against those things
of the spirit which they do not know, and
against dominion, and so they bring in
persecution.

A This
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Jude's
testimony.

This is the evidence, that they are of
those that were of old ordained to this con-
demnation, even as Korah, Dathan, and
Abiram would have wrested Moses priest-
hood out of his hand, and so are reserved
for judgment.

But at the coming of Jesus Christ, then

“woe unto them that go after them, Balaam
‘and Korah; woe unto those wandering
stars that wander from scripture to scrip-
tare, and father to father, and then cry,
thus saith the Lord, and then speak evil
of things they knew not, that are traly the
Lords. In fine, woe unto those seducers,
that when they cannot subvert-the harmless-
saints with fear, and smooth speeches, that-
then seek by great swelling wordstofrighten
them to their obedience. '

But you obedient children, who are sanc-
tified, preserved, and called by Jesus Christ,
stand up, quit you like men, and contend
for the faith against these men, or wander-
ing stars, that are creeping into a profession
of Jesus, but not in truth.

So I shall take leave of you, and leave .. o
you to him, namely, Jesus Christ, who is
able too keep you, and preserve you from
such an apostacy. When he comes in

glory,
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glory, he only will receive you, who is-the
only wise God our Saviour, to wliom be.
glory and dominion for ever. Amen. Hold
to this, and be blessed, though it is the
dominion spoke against.

Thus the apostle, seeing the dangerous-
ness of the times ensuing, and of these
cokels so springing up amongst the wheat,
arms the believers of the twelve tribes, .
whether then, or thereafter, with argu-
ments of power against them, giving them
good proof of the doctrine of the true God,
the Lord Jesus Christ, as may clearly be
seen by this paraphrase upon his epistle.
Read it deliberately, and see whether it be
not harmonious. So that to m'y faith it is
clear, that by the testimony of Jude the
apostle, v

There is none but Christ; none but
Christ ; no other God but our Lord Jesus
Christ, now seated upon his throne m
glory.

CHAP.
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CHAP. IX.

Shewing that Thomas the apostle of Jesus
acknowledged no God but Jesus.

"PHERE is never an epistle of Thomas

that 1s extant, there is they say that
goes by his name, but not own in the pri-
mitive times, nor spoke of] as ever I couid
hear; but it is probable there were writings
of his, but it matters not much, for the
confession of his faith in Jesus, after his
resurrection, was suflicient; for had he
wrote never so much on Jesus, his Lord, he
could have gone no higher in his doctrive
of Jesus Christ, than he did, as his fellow
apostle affirms of him.

For his doubting the truth of Chiist's
resurrection was the occasion of strength-
ening the saints, both then and tor iuture
times more abundantly in their faith and
assured confidence, that he was their Lord
and God.

Therefore when Christ bid Thomas come
near unto him, and feel the print of the
nails in his hands, that had been nailed to

to
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. the cross, and to put his hand into his side

that was pierced wath the sword, and saying
to Thomas, Be not faithless, but believiug.

Here Thomas doing as Jesus Chrisi bid
him," was thereupon fully convinced, that
it was his Lord and master, and from the
spring of his faith (in the virtue of Clwrist's
word) Be not faithless, but believing, cried
out saying, My Lord, and my God.

Jesus Christ hearing this coniession of -
fait_h in him, owned his confession, and as
his Lord and God blessed him, saying,
Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou
hast believed me to be thy Lord and God
thow art blessed in this belief.

But blessed shall ¢1l them be, though they
have not seen, as thou hast, and yet have;
or shall believe me to be their Lord and
God, as thou hast done. '

Here hath Thomas given an approved
demonstration of his faith; and as his faith
was great, so was his blessing; and as
Thomas- was the first that set to his seal
uapon his Lord’s resurrection, that he was
his Lord and his God. '

Even so, Thomas was the first that the
Lord Jesus Christ sealed with the seal of
eternal life for that his confession aforesaid.

Now
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Now was the promise come, and the
covenant sealed between Thomas and his

Lord, and the other apostles, and' their

-Lord, and all believers with them, I will
be your God, and you shall be my people.

169

Thomas’s -
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Herein lies every true believer’s happiness

to pitch his faith wholly upon Jesus Christ.
Therefore let Thomas’s confession - be the
patron of our faith, and then will his bles-
sing be tlie evidence of ours:

Therefore let every one prove their bles-
sing from the proof of their faith, setting
to this seal, JMy Lord and my God.

All the prophets in the time of the law,
and the believers of their doctrine, had this
proof of faith of God hidden in man, or
to become man, longing and waiting for
the accomplishment thereof, as I have
abundantly shewed, and in this they were
blessed.

So here, Thomas, and all the apostles in
the time of the gospel, with their ordained
ministers and saints, had this proof of faith
in Jesus, their Lord and God, and in this
were blessed. .

So the witness or last record prophesied
of by Juhn, that beloved apostle, and the
believers of truth, have this proof of faith,

none



¥70

Thomes's
testimony.

NONE BUT CHRIST.

none but Christ, and in this we know' that

“we are blessed.

Thus by the testimony of all the pro-
phets, apostles, and witnesses of Christ
Jesus, and of Christ Jesus himself, the true
and faithful witness, and the Amen, that

There is none but Christ; none but
€Christ: no other God but the man Christ
Jesus our Lord, though men or angels
should gainsay it.

And from faith we say and affirm, that
crowns of immortal glory are prepared for
all those that receive this deoctrine in the
love of it, when the Lord Jesus Christ, that
high and mighty God shall visibly appear,
then shall all saints have the reward of their
faith and love, and shall behold his blessed
person face to face, with astonishing new
joys for everlasting, aceording te truth of
holy writ. Amen. |
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My beloved Friends, in and about
London:

J YIND there is great strife and division
among you, and am grieved that the
only true church should not only suffer-
affliction from the common enemies,. but
also from her intended friends.. That such
as call themselves sons of the church, should:
rebel against the church; that they should
cry Hosanna to the church, and yet crucify
the church. Take care you struggle not
beyond the bounds of love, but hold the
unity of the spirit in the bond of peace.
There must needs be unity in the seed of
Adam, because they are the seed of God.
Let all saints take care they retain the life
of love: if they fall into wrangling and dis--
cord, they are in danger of the pure life’s
withdrawing, and in a moment may be
deprived of what they seemed to have. We
are all one man’s children; we have God
to our Father, and the church tbo eur Mo~
X ther.
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ther. We being brethren, let there be ne
strife betwixt us, and then the God of peace
and love will be with us. This love is the
anointing oil, it makes prophets, priests,
and kings unto God. There is no light of
truth were there is not love. We are all
fed with one food, and are all at one table,
where we eat the bread of life, and drink
the water of life; how then can there be
any strife, where there is the soul satisfying
bread. We eat thehidden manna, and drink
out of the rock of ages. Have but the
wedding garmentofloveand obediencehere,
and we shall havetherobeof glory hereafter-
Strange ! that any that profess the faith
should have a schismatical retragradation
to union and concord. Beware to sow di-
vision least you reap damnation. They are
not all Israelites that are of Israel. 1If any
be contentious, let him question his own
heart, for he is under either desertion of the
spirit of faith, or a delusion of the spirit of
reason. The saints do not straggle as lost
sheep, but keep together, as a shepherd
keepeth his sheep; for a stranger they will
not iollow. .
Tromas. TomkINsON.

FINIS.

R

ANNALIJ, PRINTER, DEAIL.



	harmony 0001
	harmony 0002
	harmony 0003
	harmony 0004
	harmony 0005
	harmony 0006
	harmony 0007
	harmony 0008
	harmony 0009
	harmony 0010
	harmony 0011
	harmony 0012
	harmony 0013
	harmony 0014
	harmony 0015
	harmony 0016
	harmony 0017
	harmony 0018
	harmony 0019
	harmony 0020
	harmony 0021
	harmony 0022
	harmony 0023
	harmony 0024
	harmony 0025
	harmony 0026
	harmony 0027
	harmony 0028
	harmony 0029
	harmony 0030
	harmony 0031
	harmony 0032
	harmony 0033
	harmony 0034
	harmony 0035
	harmony 0036
	harmony 0037
	harmony 0038
	harmony 0039
	harmony 0040
	harmony 0041
	harmony 0042
	harmony 0043
	harmony 0044
	harmony 0045
	harmony 0046
	harmony 0047
	harmony 0048
	harmony 0049
	harmony 0050
	harmony 0051
	harmony 0052
	harmony 0053
	harmony 0054
	harmony 0055
	harmony 0056
	harmony 0057
	harmony 0058
	harmony 0059
	harmony 0060
	harmony 0061
	harmony 0062
	harmony 0063
	harmony 0064
	harmony 0065
	harmony 0066
	harmony 0067
	harmony 0068
	harmony 0069
	harmony 0070
	harmony 0071
	harmony 0072
	harmony 0073
	harmony 0074
	harmony 0075
	harmony 0076
	harmony 0077
	harmony 0078
	harmony 0079
	harmony 0080
	harmony 0081
	harmony 0082
	harmony 0083
	harmony 0084
	harmony 0085
	harmony 0086
	harmony 0087
	harmony 0088
	harmony 0089
	harmony 0090
	harmony 0091
	harmony 0092
	harmony 0093
	harmony 0094
	harmony 0095
	harmony 0096
	harmony 0097
	harmony 0098
	harmony 0099
	harmony 0100
	harmony 0101
	harmony 0102
	harmony 0103
	harmony 0104
	harmony 0105
	harmony 0106
	harmony 0107
	harmony 0108
	harmony 0109
	harmony 0110
	harmony 0111
	harmony 0112
	harmony 0113
	harmony 0114
	harmony 0115
	harmony 0116
	harmony 0117
	harmony 0118
	harmony 0119
	harmony 0120
	harmony 0121
	harmony 0122
	harmony 0123
	harmony 0124
	harmony 0125
	harmony 0126
	harmony 0127
	harmony 0128
	harmony 0129
	harmony 0130
	harmony 0131
	harmony 0132
	harmony 0133
	harmony 0134
	harmony 0135
	harmony 0136
	harmony 0137
	harmony 0138
	harmony 0139
	harmony 0140
	harmony 0141
	harmony 0142
	harmony 0143
	harmony 0144
	harmony 0145
	harmony 0146
	harmony 0147
	harmony 0148
	harmony 0149
	harmony 0150
	harmony 0151
	harmony 0152
	harmony 0153
	harmony 0154
	harmony 0155
	harmony 0156
	harmony 0157
	harmony 0158
	harmony 0159
	harmony 0160
	harmony 0161
	harmony 0162
	harmony 0163
	harmony 0164
	harmony 0165
	harmony 0166
	harmony 0167
	harmony 0168
	harmony 0169
	harmony 0170
	harmony 0171

